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EGYPT’S FOREIGN MINISTER 
AT CAUX 

The Egyptian Foreign Minister, Salah 
ed-Din Pasha, arrived at the special New Year 
assembly for moral rearmament at Caux 
yesterday. He was welcomed by Dr. Frank 
Buchman and 650 delegates from 30 nations. 
The Egyptian national anthem was played on 
his arnval and an international chorus sang. 
With the Foreign Minister were firs wife and 
daughter and the Egyptian Minister to Berne. 
Hussein Fahmy Bey, former Egyptian Minister 
of Finance, and Abdul Mun’em Rafe’at Bey, 
former private secretary to King Farouk, also 
arrived yesterday. 


TWO ARABS KILLED BY 
ISRAELI PATROL 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

AMMAN, Dec. 31 

It was reported to-day from Arab Legion 
headquarters that on the night of December 
28-29 an Israeli armed patrol laid an ambush 
in the Arab area between Habla and Ras 
Attieh villages and fired on two Arabs. One 
of the Arabs died instantly and the other died 
from his wounds after dragging himself to Ras 
Attieh village. 

The United Nations observers have been in¬ 
formed and requested by the Jordan authori- 
! ties to investigate the incident. 


KING PETER TO LIVE IN 
* GENEVA 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

# GENEVA, Dec. 31 

King Peter of Yugoslavia has returned to 
Paris after a few days in Geneva, where he 
intends to settle towards the end of January. 
He has been looking for a small house 
which he expects to occupy with his famity 
and their suite. His main reason for coming 
to Geneva is his desire to see his son, Prince 
Alexander, educated at a Swiss school. 
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PRIME MINISTER 
OF IRAQ 

UNOFFICIAL VISIT 
TO LONDON 


EGYPTIAN HINTS 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

Nuri Pasha, the Prime Minister of Iraq, 
arrived from Paris at Northolt yesterday 
afternoon with his private secretary, Mr. 
Effaye. Although- it was thought that 
Nuri Pasha would visit London, the time 
of his arrival had not been announced 
beforehand, and he was met on arrival 
by the Iraqi Chargd d’Affaires and by 
members of the Embassy, but not by 
Foreign Office representatives. It was 
emphasized yesterday, both in Iraqi circles 
and the Foreign Office, that the visit was 
unofficial and private. 

Although it is understood that up to yester¬ 
day. evening no appointment had been made 
for Nuri Pasha to call at the Foreign Office, 
there has inevitably been speculation about 
the possibility of informal conversations. Nuri 
Pasha saw Mr. Eden in Paris in November, 
and also made a short visit to London, when 
Anglo-Egyptian differences were discussed. It 
was reported at the time that he was sponsor¬ 
ing a plan for a unified Arab military command 
in place of the four-Power proposal for a 
Middle East defence command. Nothing, 
however, came of the discussions. 

An article in the Journal d’Egypte by the 
legal_ advise^ to the Egyptian Cabinet and 
Foreign Minister has discussed possible pro- 
I posals by Nuri Pasha. These, the article stated, 
might include a revival of the Arab League 
security pact (originally intended for defence 
against Israel) as an instrument for safeguard¬ 
ing the Middle East as a whole, in association 
i with the Atlantic Pact. Any such scheme 
would require military and economic aid from 
the west. It is not clear whether complete 
evacuation by British forces from the canal 
zone and from the existing British bases in 
Iraq, at Habbaniya and Shaiba, would form 
pan of any proposals. 

From the extreme reserve in Iraqi circles 
yesterday, and from the fact that Mr. Eden is 
not at the Foreign Office, it can only be 
assumed that if conversations do take place 
they will necessarily be tentative, though 
suggestions by Nuri Pasha would naturally be 
heard on the British side with interest. 

FORCE WILL BE MET 
WITH FORCE 


GEN. ROBERTSON’S 
DECLARATION 

Fayed, Dec. 31.—General Sir Brian 
Robertson said to-day that “ neither the 
passage of time nor murderous episodes ” 
; will drive the British forces out of the 
L Suez Canal zone. 

The Commander of the Middle East Land 
Forces said in a statement prepared foi 
distribution on his arrival here from England: 

If necessary, we shall go on month after 
month—for many months if need be.” The 
statement said his remarks were made with the 
authority of Mr. Churchill, whom General 
Robertson met in England. 

1 General Robertson said the British are 
determined to “ press forward the four-Powei 
. proposals ” for a Middle East defence com- 
mand “ and sincerely hope that Egypt will 
participate in a full and equal partnership. 
! Until such an arrangement is made his 
Majesty’s Government will, uphold our posi- 
I tion in the canal zone and maintain the 
international waterway of the (Suez) canal, not 
[i for any reason of selfish interest but as out 
l contribution to the defence of the free world 
It would be a great mistake for anyone tc 
, imagine that pressure and terrorism . . . 
will in any way affect our resolve. 

* necessary we shall go on month after 
month—for many months if need be. We shall 
meet force with force, using ourselves no more 
than necessary. We have sufficient forces at 
our disposal and we have the support of other 
countries. No one should be misled into think¬ 
ing we shall be turned from our policy by the 
passage of time or murderous episodes.” 
—Associated Press. 
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INCITEMENT TO KILL 
BRITONS IN EGYPT 


NEWSPAPER’S OFFER OF 
REWARDS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, Dec. 31 

The extreme left-wing Press continues 
to lash itself into a fury at the appoint¬ 
ment of Hafiz Afifi Pasha as chief of the 
Royal Cabinet, and is sparing no effort, 
in its most violent language, to destroy ail 
chance of Egyptian cooperation with 
the west Wafdist displeasure is also 
unconcealed, though not so strongly 
expressed. 

The Military Correspondent of the Com¬ 
munist-inspired Gumhour al Misri says to-day 
that the western Powers are planning a general 
attack from the Suez Canal zone, in order to 
weaken Russia in Europe, and that an 
Egyptian alliance with Britain would be an 
invitation to suicide. This line is not un¬ 
welcome to the Government, as it might help 
to frighten Britain into believing that failure 
to gram Egyptian claims must inevitably lead 
to Communism here. 

Gumhour al Misri also offers £E 1,000 to 
the Egyptian who kills “ the red-faced thief 
Erskine ” (Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Erskine, General Officer Commanding British 
Troops in Egypt), and £E100 for the killing 
of each British officer. 

The left-wing newspaper Ishtirakiya attacks 
Afifi Pasha on the ground that “ his main 
task is to save feudal capitalism,” and says 
that reactionary forces are trying to under- 
'mine the national struggle. 

EMBASSY’S ACTION 

Gumhour el Misti’s price for the assassina¬ 
tion of British officers has not passed without 
notice from the British Embassy, which to-day 
informally inquired what action the Egyptian 
Government intended to take against the news¬ 
paper for incitement to the murder of the 
British commander and his men. The reply 
was that the acting Foreign Minister would 
ask the newspaper not to publish such stories 
in future—a counteraction which the Embassy 
considers too modest to meet the case. 

There is little doubt that the Embassy will 
now formally protest to the Government, 
basing its case on the reasonable contention 
that incitement to murder, in any circum¬ 
stances short of actual war, comes in any 
country within the scope of criminal law. The 
newspaper’s offer may be minimized, in view 
of the fact that Press reports of British deaths 
run into hundreds since December 17, when 
in fact the last British death occurred; but it is 
the Government’s seeming acquiescence in 
incitement to murder, and the effect this has on 
people who often may be well meaning, if 
fanatical, patriots, which doubtless concerns 
the British Embassy. 

"Die approaches to the Mohamed Aly 
Bridge, which crosses the Nile between the 
Kasr el Nil district of Cairo and the island 
suburb of Gezira, are watched over by two 
pairs of stone lions. They sit bolt upright, 
their facial expression is prim rather than 
forbidding, and their tails are gracefully curved 
but not twisted. Certain Egyptian nationalists 
are advocating that these creatures should be 
removed, since the lion is a British symbol, 
and be replaced by something representative 
of Egypt. _• 
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LABOUR’S RULE ENDS 


HE General Election of 1951 
reproduced the close struggle 
between the two predominant 
and evenly matched party organiza¬ 
tions from which Labour emerged a 
narrow victor in 1950. It was pri¬ 
marily a battle of giants. The Labour 
and Conservative Parties each 
mustered a force of 617 candidates. 
The Liberals, barely recovered from 
the massacre of their candidates in 
1950, narrowed their front to 109 con¬ 
stituencies, and were successful in six. 
Candidates of all other denomina¬ 
tions numbered only 33. Mr. Attlee 
took the unprecedented step of 
announcing the date of the election 
in a broadcast to the nation on Sep¬ 
tember 19. Polling day was October 
25. 

The most persistent and deeply felt 
issues in the campaign were the rise in 
the cost of living and housing, but run¬ 
ning athwart this main stream of debate 
were the serious developments in the 
Middle East. The dispute with Persia 
and Egypt’s denunciation of the 1936 
Treaty led to some bitter exchanges in 
which Mr. Churchill and Mr. Morrison, 
among others, fiercely disputed the charge 
of “ warmongers ” levelled against the 
Conservatives. 

Mr. Attlee refused to be drawn into 
any controversy on foreign affairs and 
resolutely confined his speeches through¬ 
out a strenuous election tour almost 
wholly to the cost of living. This was 
also the main theme of the television 
broadcasts—the first use of the medium 
in a British election. Both the'Conserva- 
tive and the Labour broadcasters enlisted 
the visual aid of graphs showing the rise 
in the cost of living before and after the 
Korean war. Another issue which stayed 
the course was the controversy over the 
Conservative intentions towards the trade 
unions. The hostile interpretation placed 
on them by Labour spokesmen was 
adhered to throughout in spite of repeated 
Conservative repudiations. 

The election showed that the swing to 
the Conservatives which reduced the over¬ 
all Labour majority of over 15A in the 
1945-50 Parliament to six after the 1950 
election had retained sufficient momen¬ 
tum to push the Conservatives into the 
lead. They had an overall majority of 17, 
which was reduced to 16 by the election 
of Mr. W. S. Morrison as Speaker in 
succession to Colonel Clifton Brown, who 
retired. 

The Labour Government thus relin¬ 
quished office after a period of six years, 
during which they had written a chapter 
of abiding significance to the social and 
economic evolution of the nation. Unde¬ 
terred by the problems of transition from 
war to peace and the arrears left by six 
years of war, the Labour Government in 
1945 swept Parliament into a burst of 
legislative activity which continued with 
little abatement until the Dissolution in 
1950. 

When Labour came into power the 
Education and Family Allowances Acts 


were already on the Statute Book. The 
rapid passage of the National Insurance 
and Industrial Injuries Bills and the 
National Health Service Bill enabled the 
new welfare State to be brought into full 
operation on July 5, 1948. The main 
features of the war-time system of finan¬ 
cial control were perpetuated in such 
measures as the Bank of England and 
Exchange Control Acts. Coal, civil 
aviation, and telecommunications were 
nationalized in the first Session, to be 
followed in later Sessions by transport, 
electricity, gas, and, finally, by the Iron 
and Steel Act, the story of which is not 
yet complete. 

The peak of controversy was reached 
over the Iron and Steel Bill and the Parlia¬ 
ment Bill. The latter reduced the period 
of the suspensory veto which the House 
of Lords may exercise against Bills of 
which it does not approve. It was the 
only Bill the House of Lords refused to 
pass, but it received the Royal Assent 
under the procedure laid down in the 1911 
Parliament Act. 

These major enactments by no means 
exhausted the legislative energy of the 
Labour Government. There were also, 
among a host of minor measures, import¬ 
ant Bills for penal reform, the encourage¬ 
ment of agricultural production, the re¬ 
distribution of Parliamentary seats, the 
solution of town and country planning 
problems, and the introduction of peace¬ 
time conscription for national service. 

Impressive changes were wrought in 
world and Commonwealth affairs during 
Labour’s term of office. A bold leap 
over the constitutional deadlock in India 
brought into being the new Dominions of 
India and Pakistan under the India Inde¬ 
pendence Act. Under other Acts Ceylon 
achieved independence inside the Com¬ 
monwealth and Burma outside it. In 
foreign policy’, as hopes of collaboration 
between Soviet Russia and the west in 
building the peace faded and collapsed, 
Ernest Bevin played a patient and dogged 
role in promoting the closer cooperation 
of the western Powers, welcoming Mar¬ 
shall aid, and assisting in the creation of 
the system of collective security now grow¬ 
ing to maturity under the Brussels and 
North Atlantic Treaties. 

The reduced circumstances in which the 
Labour Government found themselves 
after the 1950 election precluded any sub¬ 
stantial addition to the prodigal achieve¬ 
ments of the previous Parliament. Fur¬ 
ther nationalization measures were still¬ 
born. The decision, after 18 months, to 
appeal to the country brought relief to 
a harassed and weary Parliament. The 
return of the Conservatives to power 
seems likely to shift the emphasis from 
legislation to administration. 

The new Parliament sat for only a few 
weeks before adjourning for a long 
Christmas recess, but in those few weeks 
both the Government and the Opposition 
rapidly accustomed themselves to their 
new roles; the Government comfortably 
survived two challenges on major items, 
and some ground was given for the hope 
that the difference between a Govern¬ 
ment majority of six and one of 16 may 
prove to be the difference between a frus¬ 
trated and an effective Parliament. 
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MIDDLE EAST IMBROGLIO 


T HE political condition of the 
Middle East deteriorated in 1951 
with little exception or intermission. 
As the year opened relations between 
Israel and her Arab neighbours were 
restless and unsettled. The hopeless 
situation of the masses of Arab 
refugees from Palestine was a .con¬ 
tinuing source of disturbance. Western 
attempts at pacification were viewed 
with the deepest suspicions by the 
Arab League; these suspicions ex¬ 
tended to any attempt to prepare a 
system of defence of the' Middle East 
against a possible external aggressor. 

Israel, in spite of increasing economic 
difficulties, was able to continue an ener¬ 
getic policy of immigration, resettlement, 
and public works and to maintain some¬ 
thing more than vigilance at her points 
of contact with the armies of her Arab 
neighbours. One of the Israeli develop¬ 
ment projects, the drainage and iliga¬ 
tion of land between Lake Hu’eh and 
Lake Tiberias, led to a conflict with 
Syrian patrols and retaliatory bombing 
by Israeli aircraft of Syrian positions near 
El Hatrnna. This developed into the most 
serious border incident of the year; only 
after some weeks of intermittent fighting 
was a cease-fire accepted in May. Israeli 
and Jordan troops came into conflict in 
the same area in June. In August the 
publication of a scheme for the water 
development of the Jordan Valley, pre¬ 
pared for the Jordan Government by a 
British firm of engineers, drew further 
attention to the manner in which the 
economic improvement and the pacifica¬ 
tion of the area are inter-related. 

For the kingdom of Jordan the year 
was disastrously marked by the assassina¬ 
tion of its founder, King Abdullah, who 
was shot down on July 20 as he entered 
a mosque in Jerusalem. King Abdullah’s 
refusal to join in campaigns of hate 
against Britain and the West, the relative 
realism of his dealings with Israel, and 
his annexation of eastern Palestine into 
his kingdom in the previous year, had 
made him bitter enemies. After a brief 
Regency the succession was settled in 
September in favour of the elder son, 
who was proclaimed King on his return 
from medical treatment in Switzerland. 
One of King Talal’s first acts of policy 
was a visit to King Ibn Saud, a gesture 
designed to end an old dynastic 
estrangement. 

The need for a defensive system in the 
Middle East on the flank of the North 
Atlantic Treaty system occupied the 
attention of the western Powers, and in 
October the North Atlantic Treaty was 


extended to include Turkey and Greece. 
This settled, the British, United States, 
French, and Turkish Governments made 
known their intention to form a Middle 
East Command for which the support of 
the Middle Eastern countries would be 
invited. The first intention was that the 
headquarters should be in the Suez Canal 
zone, which would thus be converted 
from a British to a combined base. The 
Egyptian Government, however, dis¬ 
satisfied with the course of its conversa¬ 
tions with the British Government about 
the future of the zone and of the Sudan, 
resolved to abrogate the treaties with 
Britain unilaterally and to oppose any 
further exercise of British rights in the 
zone or in the Sudan. This was done 
at the beginning of October, and when 
the four-Power invitation to join the pro¬ 
posed Command as a founder member 


was presented to Egypt a few days later, 
it was at once rejected. Britain refused 
to accept abrogation, reinforced the canal 
zone, and stood firm there in spite of 
harassing tactics and .the withdrawal of 
Egyptian labour. The four Powers an¬ 
nounced on November 10 the principles 
on which they proposed (in spite of this 
rebuff) to proceed in setting up the Middle 
East Command, taking elaborate care to 
avoid offence to the national feelings of 
the Arab States. These States were, how¬ 
ever, in a difficult position. Egypt had 
rejected the plan without consulting 
them, and demanded that as loyal asso¬ 
ciates m the Arab League they should 
reject it too. Most of them, reluctant 
to commit themselves to the Egyptian 
attitude, left their position undefined and 
awaited events. 

Oil production in the Middle East 
continued to increase and with it the 
economic importance of the region to 
the western world; but relations between 
the oil companies and the Governments 
in the region underwent radical change. 
A new agreement between the Arabian 
American Oil Company and the Saudi 
Arabian Government, announced at the 
beginning of January, provided for a 
“ fifty-fifty ” division of net profits 


between the two parties. By the end of the 
year a similar principle had been adopted 
in Iraq and Kuwait; the Iraq agreement 
awaits ratification by the Iraq Parlia¬ 
ment. In Persia the “ supplemental 
agreement ’* on oil royalties negotiated 
in 1949 had been withdrawn from the 
Majlis (on December 26, 1950) in the 
face of bitter political opposition, and 
the Government of General Razmara 
found itself powerless to negotiate fur¬ 
ther. General Razmara was murdered 
on March 7, and at the end of April 
Dr. Moussadek became Prime Minister 
on a policy of expropriation of the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. He 
carried out this policy inflexibly, in dis¬ 
regard of British protests and of the 
interim judgment of the International 
Court. An intervention by Mr. Averell 
Harriman on behalf of President Truman 


led to the mission of Mr. Stokes on 
behalf of the British Government to 
Teheran in August, but this proved fruit¬ 
less. The Persian oilfields and the 
refinery at Abadan had by now come 
to a standstill, the last of the British 
technicians left Abadan at the beginning 
of October, and a British appeal to the 
Security Council produced no settlement. 
The Persian oil was quickly replaced 
from other sources; relations between 
Persia and Britain were left, however, 
in a deadlock. 

A new Arab State, the Kingdom of 
Libya, came into existence as the year 
closed. The manner of preparing a Con¬ 
stitution came in for severe criticism. It 
had been found impracticable to hold 
elections without exceeding the time¬ 
limit laid down by the Assembly of the 
United Nations; the National Con¬ 
stituent Assembly had therefore been not 
elected but nominated, and its 60 
members consisted of 20 representatives 
from each of three provinces of very 
unequal size. The work of preparing a 
Constitution was, however, completed 
and the Constitution adopted. The 
transfer of powers into Libyan hands 
from Britain in the two northern pro¬ 
vinces and from France in the Fezzan 
was completed on Christmas Eve. 
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NEED TO ENFORCE 
CURFEW 

SUGGESTED EXTENSION 
OF PATROLS 

From Our Special Correspondent 
FAYID, Jan. 1 

For the first time since the imposition 
of the curfew by General Erskine, there 
were lively skirmishes between British 
forces and Egyptian terrorists in Ismailia 
during the early hours of this morning. 
Just after midnight, three Egyptians were 
seen in the area of the United Services 
Club, in which only Press correspondents 
now live, and British troops opened fire. 

Five minutes later fire was opened on 
a strong point manned by the Royal Lin¬ 
colnshire Regiment, which guards the 
Y.M.C.A. bridge over the Sweet Water 
Canal. This is in the centre of the area 
under curfew. Fire came from gardens 
east of the bridge and from houses north 
of it, and was returned. 

About an hour later shooting broke out 
Irnlf a mile to the west, aiong the Sweet 
Water Canal. Terrorists, apparently 


by any known facts—and Mr. Churchill may 
have thought this required a cure. The Press 
here had earlier read much more into the com¬ 
mander's cheerful Christmas message to British 
troops in Egypt than was ever intended. 

Neguib Bey el Rawy, Iraqi Minister to 
Egypt, has returned from Baghdad and re¬ 
sumed contacts here in furtherance of Iraqi 
attempts to break the Anglo-Egyptian deadlock 
and to remodel relations between his own 
country and Britain. Although the details 
are not clear, there seems to be little doubt 
that these attempts are based on the concep¬ 
tion of an Arab security pact developed and 
related to the Atlantic Pact. Nun Pasha, who 


GOVERNMENT’S INTEREST 

. Nahas Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister, 
js reported here as sayinjj that he is not in- 

however, have hardly acquired that quality yeti 
and there does seem to be some interest shown 
■TMhe Egyptian Government in Neguib Bey 

Another Egyptian member of the British 
Embassy information staff has received a 
letter, this time signed by the " liberation 
forces, threatening him with death • if he 
does not stop working for the British. These 
threats disturbed the staff, but the prison 
sentence imposed on two members of the staff 
on Christmas Day worried them even more. 
It had the effect of intimidating the Egyptian 
staff, of whose services the information 
department has been almost entirely deprived. 

The Embassy is anxious to know whether 
the Government agrees that legal action and 
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making use of a trench which is being dug 
for a pipe or cable on the north side of 
the canal, opened fire on British troops 
on the south side. Most of the fire came 
from the area of the mosque in the Quay 
Mohammed Ali, and was directed at 
another post of the Lincolns guarding the 
Suez bridge over the Sweet Water Canal. 

The Lincolns replied with Bren and rifle fire 
and iwo-inch mortars. During these engage¬ 
ment!. ,'™ ch lasted in all about three hours, 

bullets passed through the canvascover of the 
Suez bridge guard post, and the wireless aerial 
of a military police vehicle was shot away. 

GUARD ON BRIDGES 

It is noteworthy that some of the Egyptian 
fire came from a section of the Quay Moham¬ 
med Alt, which, though within the curfew area, 
is not patrolled by British armoured cars. It 
is not clear whether the Egyptian police are 
now doing anything to enforce the curfew or 
whether it is simply the presence of British 
armour that keeps people off the streets, and it 
is being suggested here to-night that, to prevent 
further incidents of this sort, the patrols should 
be reinforced and extended to cover the entire 
curfew area. 

At present the position is that British 


facility for employing local staff, which is 
accorded to diplomatic missions everywhere, 
except some posts behind the Iron Curtain. 

Cairo, Jan. I.—Britain has entered a formal 
PI 01 ” 1 against an Egyptian newspaper offer 
ot £1,000 reward to any Egyptian killing 
General Sir George Erskine, Commander of 
British troops in (he canal zone. A British 
Embassy spokesman said that the protest was 
delivered to-day to the Egyptian Foreign 


infantry are guarding the two bridges over the 
Sweet Water Canal, and armoured cars are 
effectively patrolling part of the curfew area; 

but a long and dangerous stretch of road, 
from which fire can be brought to' bear across 
the Sweet Water Canal, is neither patrolled 
nor picketed. 

It is, however, probable that nearly all the 
fire in last night’s clash came from the British 
side and that comparatively few Egyptians 
were involved. The engagement, though 
noisy, probably began as little more than a 
sniping adventure, and perhaps proves that 
the presence of alert and keen young troops 
can-sometimes defeat its own objects. A 
military spokesman did, however, say to-day 
that arrangements were being made 10 ensure 
that in future exchanges of this kind British 
retaliation would be " a good deal hotter." 

There have been only minor incidents in 
other parts of the canal zone during the post 
4$ hours. A railway line repair party was 
fired upon near Kantara. north of Ismailia, 
at noon yesterday; the fire was returned, and 
there were no British casualties. Early this 
morning Stcn gun and rifle fire was directed 
against the water filtration plant at Suez. 
British troops replied with automatic weapons, 
and again there were no casualties on, their 

A British military spokesman to-day gave 
further details of the seizure by British forces 
of two barges, loaded with munitions, which 
had been lying at Suez. He said the muni¬ 
tions had come from a European country and 
were destined for Afghanistan. They had 
apparently been unloaded by the Egyptians 
from the ship in which they were being 
carried, and had become a “ major source of 


NURI PASHA’S VISIT 
TO LONDON 

POSSIBILITY OF TALKS 
ON IRAQI TREATY 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Any conversations on political or eco¬ 
nomic-questions in which Nuxi Pasha, the 
Prime Minister of Iraq, takes part during 
his present visit to London will clearly be 
of the most informal kind. 

Yesterday Nuri Pasha, who is a frequent 
visitor to London, had a busy day seeing old 
friends. Soon after his arrival on Monday, 
Mr. James Bowker, superintending Under¬ 
secretary at the Foreign Office in charge of 
the African and Eastern departments, called 
on him at his hotel, and had an informal talk. 

It has been suggested that Nuri Pasha might 
make proposals for reorganizing the Arab 
League security pact, in association with the 
Atlantic pact, to guarantee defence of the 
Middle East as a whole, with the support of 
economic and military aid from the west. This 
question, however, was not raised by the Iraqi 
Prime Minister when he saw Mr. Bowker, and 
it is understood that it has not been discussed 

The prospect that any proposals to be made 
in London might form the basis for ultimate 
negotiations with Egypt has not been 
brightened by the declaration made by Nahas 
Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister, who is 
reported to have declared on Monday that the 
Egyptian Government had not asked anyone 
to mediate, and, indeed, asked for “ nothing 
but immediate and total evacuation of British 
troops and the unity of the Nile valley under 
the Egyptian crown." 

Clearly it is not to be expected that Nuri 
Pasha would wish to attempt at present any 
form of mediation. There are a number of 
questions, connected with the Angto-Iraqi 
treaty, which he may desire to raise rather 
than the problem of Anglo-Egyptian relations. 
It is expected that he will be staying in London 
for about a week. 

FUTURE OF TEMPLE BAR 


TREATMENT OF WORKERS 

Mr. Raghunath Rao, the International 
Labour Organization representative who is in¬ 
vestigating Egyptian complaints about British 
treatment of workers in the canal zone, is due 
to arrive in Ismailia to-morrow, and will meet J 
General Erskine. He will be the guest of the , 

Egyptian Government, but during his few days Ji 

in the zone, a military spokesman said to-day, '■ 
the British Army will put everything he . 
required at his disposal. He will be limited in ‘ 
his investigations by the fact that a large pro- J 
portion of the foreign labour hitherto in ' 
British employ has now left, in the face of S 
intimidation and the prospect of legal action , 
by the Egyptian Government. } 

A British official communique to-night 
denied Egyptian reports that Brigadier R. K. £ 
Exham, commander of the 3rd Infantrv 1 
Brigade, had been killed in an ambush of a „ 
British vehicle at Nefeisha. near Ismailia. u 
yesterday. The only vehicle attacked in the „ 
ambush was a lorry from a base laundry, and . 
the only casualty was its driver, who was 
slightly injured by flying glass. 

ATTEMPTS TO BREAK f! 
DEADLOCK * 


IRAQI MINISTER’S TALKS 
IN CAIRO 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. I 

General Sir Brian Robertson's reitera¬ 
tion of British policy, made on his return 
here, and with Mr. Churchill’s authority, 
has not been welcomed by those Egyptians i 
who see no advantage at the moment in 
emphasizing the rigidity of each country's i 
position. 

The statement neither added to nor sub¬ 
tracted from the position that Mr. Eden had' 
already made clear, but, coming at this time 
without any apparent cause other than General 
Robertson's return, it temporarily acquired a 

perhaps, more welcome to extremists than to 

On the other hand, there has been a rash of I 
newspaper headlines suggesting that Britain is 
ready to capitulate—an assumption unjustified I 


REMOVAL OPPOSED BY 
CHESHUNT COUNCIL 

Opposition to the suggested return to 

London of the Temple Bar memorial from 

Waltham Cross was expressed at a meeting 
last night of the Cheshum Urban District 
Council, Hertfordshire. 

The council accepted a recommendation 
from the general purposes committee that (a) 
the chairman of the council address a letter 
to the Press stating that in the opinion of the 
council the Temple Bar should remain at 
Cheshunt, where it has been located since 
1888, and (6) that the clerk make representa¬ 
tions to the appropriate authority that action 
should be taken to secure the protection of 
Temple Bar against damage. 

Two amendments were defeated. They 
were: first, that the Temple Bar be handed 
back to the City of London with the blessing 
of the Cheshum Council, and, secondly, that 
the Cheshunt Council meet the City Corpora¬ 
tion to discuss the position. 

Mr. G. B. West, chairman of the council, 
told The Times last night that there was local 
feeling in favour of retaining Temple Bar in 
its present position and the taking of steps 
for its preservation. 

THE KING’S REPLY TO NEW 
YEAR GREETING 

The King has sent the following reply to a 
New Year greeting from the Lord Mayor of 
London: — The Queen and I send our 
sincere thanks to the citizens of London for 
their New Year greetings. We warmly reci¬ 
procate their good wishes for 1952.— 
Georoe R." 

The King, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the 
Duke of Gloucester were among members of 
a shooting party in the Bircham district of 
the Sandringham estate yesterday. At luncheon 
in Anmer village hall tne party was joined by 
the Queen and other members of the Sandring- 

SIR S. CRIPPS TO RETURN TO 
SWITZERLAND 

It was confirmed at the home of Sir Stafford 
Cripps, near Stroud, Iasi night that he would 
be returning within the' next few days to the 
Swiss clinic where he spent some time last 

e ar. Arrangements for a return were made 
fore he left Switzerland. 
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NURI PASHA’S VISIT 
TO LONDON 


POSSIBILITY OF TALKS 
ON IRAQI TREATY 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Any conversations on political or eco- 
inomic'questions in which Nuri Pasha, the 
|Prime Minister of Iraq, takes part during 
his present visit to London will clearly be 
of the most informal kind. 

_ Yesterday Nuri Pasha, who is a frequent 
visitor to London, had a busy day seeing old 
friends. Soon after his arrival on Monday, 
Mr. James Bowker, superintending Under¬ 
secretary at the Foreign Office in charge of 
the African and Eastern departments, called 
on him at his hotel, and had an informal talk. 

It has been suggested that Nuri Pasha might 
make proposals for reorganizing the Arab 
League security pact, in association with the 
Atlantic pact, to guarantee defence of the 
Middle East as a whole, with the support of 
economic and military aid from the west. This 
question, however, was not raised by the Iraqi 
Prime Minister when he saw Mr. Bowker, and 
it is understood that it has not been discussed 
with him. 

The prospect that any proposals to be made 
in London might form the basis for ultimate 
negotiations with Egypt has not been 
brightened by the declaration made by Nahas 
Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister, who is 
reported to have declared on Monday that the 
Egyptian Government had not asked anyone 
to mediate, and, indeed, asked for “ nothing 
but immediate and total evacuation of British 
troops and the unity of the Nile valley under 
the Egyptian crown.” 

Clearly it is not to be expected that Nuri 
Pasha would wish to attempt at present any 
form of mediation. There are a number of 
questions, connected with the Anglo-Iraqi 
treaty, which he may desire to raise rather 
than the problem of Anglo-Egyptian relations. 
It is expected that he will be staying in London 
for about a week. 
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ARAB LEAGUE LEADER AND 
1936 TREATY 


EXPLANATION OF EGYPT’S ACTION 

Azzam Pasha, secretary-general of the Arab League, complained 
of Britain’s “ misguided outlook ” on the Sudan and the Suez Canal 
when he addressed the Press in Paris yesterday. 

Egyptians were the natural allies of the British in the present world 
situation, but had abrogated the 193b treaty because they were “ tired 
of bargaining to buy back their freedom.” 


AZZAM PASHA’S 
CLAIMS 


A SUEZ CANAL 
“FALLACY” 

From Our Own Correspondent 
PARIS. JAN. 2 

Azzam Pasha, secretary-general of the 
Arab League, to-day presented to the 
Anglo-American Press Association an 
exposition of Egyptian policy towards 
Britain. The sustained gentleness of his 
address was occasionally broken by 
flashes of passionate feeling, as when he 
declared that no force could stop thd will 
of 20 million Egyptians, who “refused 
to be humiliated any longer.” 

Azzam Pasha sought the origin of the 
dispute in the historical situation of Egypt, 
a march land between east and west, and 
he described Cairo as the Vatican of the 
Muslim world, from which ideas radiated 
throughout all Islamic countries. Egypt, 
although without particular military apti¬ 
tude, had twice in history broken the 
storm that threatened to destroy Islam, 
first in defeating the Crusades and second 
in defeating the Tartars. In both cases 
Cairo had given refuge to scholars from 
Muslim centres of civilization that were 
being overrun by alien cultures. The 
consciousness of this historic role was in 
the minds of Egyptians td-day. 

In meeting fee problems of fee Sudan 
and of the canal, Britain, he complained, 
brought an outlook which he regarded as 
misguided. He argued that over the Sudan 
0o substantial difference of view existed 

between the British and the . Egyptian 
Governments, except over the claim of 
the King of Egypt to call himself “ King 
of the Sudan.” He thought this had been 
mistaken on the part of the Egyptian 
Government, because the King’s sove¬ 
reignty over the provinces of the Sudan 
was internationally recognized; but it was 
a very human gesture of revenge for an 
act of British interference in 1923. 

WAR-TIME PROTECTION 

He thought the British attitude over the 
Suez Canal was founded on a fallacy. He had 
asked General Eisenhower, in Washington in 
1947, about the value of the Suez Canal in 
time of war, and had received the reply: “ I 
can destroy it from Chicago.” 

Azzam Pasha recalled that the treaty allowed 
Britain to station 10,000 troops in the canal 
zone in peace-time until 1956, and asked what 
they would be protecting it against in time of 
peace and what defence they could offer against 
aggression. He claimed that during the last 
war the canal, which could not be used because 
it was “ too easy a target for aircraft," was 
protected all the time by Egyptian troops, the 
British being busy elsewhere. He was still 
waiting for someone to give him a convincing 
explanation of Britain’s policy. Meanwhile, 
Egyptians were getting more and more angry 
with Britain, and more full of hatred and 
distrust. 

He said that Egyptians had never denied 
they were the natural allies of the British in 
the present world situation. But they were 
tired of bargaining to buy back their freedom 
from the British, who were always selling it 
to them dearly, and bit by bit. That was 
why they had abrogated the treaty. The British 
claimed to be protecting Egypt and the canal 
for the world; in fact they were creating a 
vacuum in the whole of the Middle East, 
since they were alienating from the cause 
of the west its 200 million inhabitants and 
driving them to forget the threat of Russian 
aggression by forcing upon them the present 
reality of British aggression. 

He said that the British were not worse 
than others—meaning the French—and added 
that his advice to North African leaders was: 
“ No violence and no flirting with Com¬ 
munism.” The North African leaders had 
followed this advice and the Arab League 
continued to give them its support. 

*«* Azzam Pasha, an Egyptian diplomatist, 
was unanimously elected by the Arab States as 
secretary-general of the Arab League in 1945. 
As a young man he studied medicine at London 
University. In the first world war he was 
counsellor to the German High Command in 
the Middle East, and from 1924-36 he was a 
member of the Egyptian Parliament and subse¬ 
quently held a number of diplomatic posts, 
most of them in the Middle East. 


BRITISH PROTECTION 
FOR FREED MEN 


deportation prevented 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

FAYID, Jan. 2 

A Cypriot and two Greek subjects, all 
with long records of association* with the 
British forces in fee Middle East, were yes¬ 
terday removed from the custody of the 
Egyptian police arid are now under British 
protection at the Moascar garrison, out¬ 
side Ismailia. The Cypriot, Nicolas 
Papastratis, is a British subject The three 
men were being deported by the Egyptian 
authorities because of their British con¬ 
nexions. They were arrested at their 
homes in Ismailia yesterday morning and 
taken to fee passport office, where they 
were required to sign statements to the 
effect that they were leaving Egypt of their 
own free will. They were warned that 
their families would suffer if they allowed 
fee true facts to become known. 

Their residential visas, which were valid in 
each case, were struck out and they were given 
instead temporary visas valid for one day only. 
All three were told that they would be taken 
to Port Said, and that they must leave the next 
day. by any ship, at their own expense. Their 
families were allowed to visit them and bring 
them some personal belongings, and last night 
they were taken away in a taxi under police 
escort. 

HALTED AT ROAD BLOCK 

The British authorities had been informed 
of the Cypriot's situation, and at the British 
road block at El Ballah, between Ismailia and 
Port Said, the car was stopped and the occu¬ 
pants questioned. All three men asked for the 
protection of the British, and they were 
removed from the taxi and taken to the camp 
at Moascar. Their future is in doubt. It is 
the first time the British authorities have inter¬ 
rupted the process of intimidation or deporta'- 
tion, and a clear policy on the subject o! 
foreigners who have a moral claim to British 
help has not yet been formulated. 

The Cypriot, as a British subject, presum¬ 
ably has a legal right to assistance, because 
the order for his deportation was not basec 
on any infringement of Egyptian law ; but the 
Greeks remain the legal responsibility of then 
own diplomatic representatives, though theii 
strongest loyalty is to the British Army. 

Civil affairs officers at headquarters wen 
to-day unable to say whether the British autho¬ 
rities will take similar action if such cases arise 
in the future, or whether they will base theit 
policy on protocol or on moral responsibility 
Certainly many more Europeans, some of them 
British subjects, are likely to be molested ot 
deported. Some 70 more names are said to be 
on an Egyptian police list for deportation, anc 
the fact that the property of deportees is likely 
to be “ confiscated ” is no doubt an induce¬ 
ment to increase the number. 

ANXIOUS EUROPEANS 

There is anxiety among Europeans through¬ 
out the canal zone, and though the two Greek; 
expressed to your Correspondent their deej 
gratitude for the British action, the feelinj 
is widespread among men and women of man) 
nationalities in the zone that the British have 
to some extent abandoned them in withdraw¬ 
ing their forces from the principal towns anc 
in declining to assume more administrative 
responsibility in the face of rising anarchy. 

Foreigners in the towns, especially those whe 
have worked for or been associated with th< 
British, are subjected to constant insults anc 
sometimes physical assault, and the Egyptiar 
police either take part in the proceedings oi 
arc powerless to stop them. For a day or tw< 
last week the conduct of the police showee 
signs of becoming more responsible, but now 
that the rumours of an immediate change o 
Government have died away the internal situa 
tion in Ismailia, at least, seems to be deteriorat 
ing again. * 

The truth, perhaps, is that the power, of tin 
mob and its lawless leaders is already to< 
great for the police to control, even it the) 
thought it politic to do so. Behind the fron 
of anti-British patriotism the champions o 
anarchy have firmly established themselves 
and the rabble blindly follows them. 

CONFUSED MOTIVES 

To many observers here it seems unlikel; 
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BRITISH PROTECTION 
FOR FREED MEN 


DEPORTATION PREVENTED 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
FAYID, Jan. 2 

A Cypriot and two Greek subjects, all 
with long records of association* with the 
British forces in the Middle East, were yes¬ 
terday removed from the custody of the 
Egyptian police arid are now under British 
protection at the Moascar garrison, out- 
; side Ismailia. The Cypriot, Nicolas 
Papastratis, is a British subject. The three 
men were being deported by the Egyptian 
authorities because of their British con¬ 
nexions. They were arrested at their 
homes in Ismailia yesterday morning and 
taken to the passport office, where they 
|were required to sign statements to the 
effect that they were leaving Egypt of their 
own free will. They were warned that 
their families would suffer if they allowed 
the true facts to become known. 

Their residential visas, which were valid in 
each case, were struck out and they were given 
instead temporary visas valid for one day only. 
All three were told that they would be taken 
to Port Said, and that they must leave the next 
day, by any ship, at their own expense. Their 
families were allowed to visit them and bring 
them some personal belongings, and last night 
they were taken away in a taxi under police 
escort. 

HALTED AT ROAD BLOCK 

The British authorities had been informed 
of the Cypriot's situation, and at the British 
road block at El Ballah, between Ismailia and 
Port Said, the car was stopped and the occu¬ 
pants questioned. All three men asked for the 
protection of the British, and they were 
removed from the taxi and taken to the camp 
at Moascar. Their future is in doubt. It is 
, the first time the British authorities have inter- 
: rupted the process of intimidation or deporta'- 
tion, and a clear policy on the subject of 
Foreigners who have a moral claim to British 
i help has not yet been formulated. 

The Cypriot, as a British subject, presum¬ 
ably has a legal right to assistance, because 
! the order for his deportation was not based 
on any infringement of Egyptian law ; but the 
Greeks remain the legal responsibility of their 
own diplomatic representatives, though their 
strongest loyalty is to the British Army. 

Civil affairs officers at headquarters were 
to-day unable to say whether the British autho¬ 
rities will take similar action if such cases arise 
in the future, or whether they will base their, 
policy on protocol or on moral responsibility. 
Certainly many more Europeans, some of them 
British subjects, aTe likely to be molested or 
deported. Some 70 more names are said to be 
on an Egyptian police list for deportation, and 
the fact that the property of deportees is likely 
to be “ confiscated ” is no doubt an induce¬ 
ment to increase the number. 

ANXIOUS EUROPEANS 

There is anxiety among Europeans through¬ 
out the canal zone, and though the two Greeks 
expressed to your Correspondent their deep 
gratitude for the British action, the feeling 
is widespread among men and women of many 
nationalities in the zone that the British have 
to some extent abandoned them in withdraw¬ 
ing their forces from the principal towns and 
in declining to assume more administrative 
responsibility in the face of rising anarchy. 

Foreigners in the towns, especially those who 
have worked for or been associated with the 
British, are subjected to constant insults and 
sometimes physical assault, and the Egyptian 
police either take part in tjte proceedings or 
are powerless to stop them. For a day or two 
last week the conduct of the police showed 
signs of becoming more responsible, but now 
that the rumours of an immediate change of 
Government have died away the internal situa¬ 
tion in Ismftilia, at least, seems to be deteriorat¬ 
ing again. 

The truth, perhaps, is that the power, of the 
mob and its lawless leaders is already too 
great for the police to control, even if they 
thought it politic to do so. Behind the front 
of anti-British patriotism the champions of 
anarchy have firmly established themselves, 
and the rabble blindly follows them. 

CONFUSED MOTIVES 

To many observers here it seems unlikely 
that either a change of Government in Cairo 
or a new Anglo-Egyptian settlement will 
entirely undo the harm caused by the cam¬ 
paign of “ national liberation ” or restore 
the position to what it was before the abro¬ 
gation. Motives of genuine national pride, of 
greed, and of political ambition have become 
so inextricably confused that no new national 
policy emanating from Cairo can have any 
universal effect. 

The military situation in the canal zone 
remains generally- unchanged. The British 
hospital at Tel el Kebir was again fired upon 
last night and a railway line north of Suez 
was damaged by an explosion yesterday. In 
neither incident were there any casualties and 
the line was quickly repaired. 

Mr. Rao, the India representative of the 
International Labour Organization, who is 
investigating Egyptian charges concerning 
British treatment of labour in the canal zone 
arrived at Ismailia to-day and saw General 
Erskine. 
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MR. CHURCHILL’S 
TIME-TABLE 


ARRIVAL IN U.S. ON 
SATURDAY 


NO “TIDY AGENDA” 

• From Our Own Correspondent 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 2 

Now that there is some clear idea of 
when the Queen Marv will arrive at New 
York, it has been possible to make firm 
plans for the Prime Minister during his 
visit. By leaving in the cutter which takes 
port and quarantine officers to the Queen 
Mary, some 18 miles off New York, Mr. 
Churchill will be able to reach Washington 
in time for luncheon with the President 
at Blair House on Saturday. That after¬ 
noon they will both board the Presidential 
yacht Williamsburg and cruise down the 
Potomac for a few hours, returning about 
11 p.m. 

On Sunday there will be no meetings, 
but the Prime Minister will have luncheon 
with Mr. Lovett, the Secretary of 
Defence, to "meet the Secretaries of the 
three services and the joint chiefs of staff, 
and there will be a small dinner party at 
the British Embassy. On Tuesday there 
will be further meetings before Mr. 
Churchill leaves for New York to stay two 
days with Mr. Bernard Baruch on his way 
to Canada. 

There is no tidy agenda as Washington loves 
to have for these discussions. It is true that 
there is a series of main headings which in¬ 
cludes all the obvious subjects, but it is realized 
here that this constitutes a list of matters Mr. 
Churchill certainly intends to discuss rather 
than the marking of a boundary beyond which 
he promises not to roam. The question of 
the allocation of steel—and of other raw 
materials—will come up, and there are details 

still to be settled about the $300m. economic 
aid for Britain which can, under the terms of 
the Mutual Security Act, be transferred from 
i military aid. But it is not thought that the 
! general economic situation of Britain will be 
I explored as deeply as its gravity warrants, as 
Washington is expecting a visit from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the next three 
months. 

Even if all goes well during the talks—and 
it must not be assumed that all will—there: 
are few subjects on which final agreement can 
be reached. Neither side is likely to change 
its view on policy in the Far East or suddenly 
to develop new policies on the Middle East. 
There can, in any case, be no communiqui 
at the end tying up all the world’s loose ends. 

POSITION ON EGYPT 

The State Department this morning made 
an official retreat from the position taken on 
Saturday by its anonymous spokesman who 
wanted Britain to recognize King Farouk as 
King of the Sudan. “ In view of speculation,” 
it said, ** both here and abroad, as a result 
of stories published on December 30 regarding 
the Angio-Egyptian question, the Department 
wishes to emphasize that the United States 
and the United Kingdom are in constant con¬ 
sultation on this question, and that these stories 
report only one of many ideas for a solution 
of this problem which have been discussed 
with the United Kingdom. 

w Any interpretation that there is a diver¬ 
gence or a split between the United States and 
the United Kingdom regarding the Egyptian 
question is untrue. The position of the United 
States towards the Egyptian question remains 
unchanged from that stated by the Secretary 
of State on October 10 and October 17.” 
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MOVES FOR UNITY 
IN EGYPT 


PROBLEMS FACING 
GOVERNMENT 


AFIFI PASHA’S VIEWS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 3 

Hafez Afifi Pasha, chief of the Royal 
Cabinet, has joined with the Wafdist Press 
and extremist opinion generally in con¬ 
demning the recent statement in which 
General Sir Brian Robertson, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Middle East Land 
Forces, reaffirmed Britain’s determination 
to maintain her position in the Suez Canal 
zone. 

The newspaper A l Ahram to-day quotes 
Afifi Pasha as saying that the statement was of 
a purely military nature, and “ an unpleasant 
surprise which could only increase the present 
tension ” and strengthen Egypt’s adherence to 
her national demands. With Afifi Pasha’s 
opinion, the Egyptian disapproval of the 
general’s statement, particularly its timing, is 
virtually unanimous. 

The position of Afifi Pasha is clarified con¬ 
siderably in the Press to-day by reports of his 
statements to the National Pact Committee, 
which called on him yesterday at Abdin Palace.: 
In effect, he laid full responsibility for the. 
execution of the present foreign policy on the : 
Government, reserving for himself the duty ofl 
securing “ frank cooperation between the King! 
and the Government.” 

The Government, he emphasized, was free 
to pursue its course, and the King was free to 
express his opinion. This restatement of the 
constitutional position he underlined, however, 
with a remark to the delegation that it could 
rest assured that he had not accepted his! 
present post in order to become Prime' 
Minister. 

NATIONAL INTERESTS 

. The National Pact Committee purports, un¬ 
justifiably, to represent all parties and organi¬ 
zations. Its pact, which was presented to 
Afifi Pasha yesterday, rules out any moderate 
course. He was asked, for example, his 
opinion on one clause which excludes any 
recourse to negotiations with Britain, and it 
was to this he replied that the present policy 
towards Britain, and the duty of carrying out 
that policy, rested with the Government. 

Mainly he confined himself to salutary com¬ 
ment, such as a reminder that in using an 
economic boycott Egypt must also take 
account of her own interests. Against dis¬ 
cussion of factors in foreign policy, such as 
the conclusion of a pact with Russia, he 
remarked that “ the fight against British 
imperialism must not push us into another 
form of occupation.” He reminded the 
delegation that facts proved it was not so 
much the conclusion of treaties and pacts 
which counted as their inner meaning and 
method of application. 

He agreed that national unity would help 
the country to achieve its aims, but he added: 
“ If by union is meant :hat of the leaders of 
political parties, that is a matter for the Gov¬ 
ernment, to which the Government—in con- 
fotmity with the constitutional traditions of all 
democratic countries—will have recourse when 
it considers it necessary to seek advice." 

He said he emphasized this responsibility of 
the Government to “ avoid any one else being 
suspected of activity in this direction.” He 
regarded national unity as entailing confidence 
among all the people, whereby any one was 
free to express an opinion without suffering 
damage to his reputation or having doubts 
thrown on his patriotism. “ It is necessary to 
answer argument with argument and not by 
terrorism,” he said. 

ANSWER TO CRITICS 

One must conclude from Afifi Pasha’s state¬ 
ments that he was answering indirectly the 
equally indirect Press attacks made on him by 
some Wafdist newspapers which have sug¬ 
gested pro-British intentions by giving exag¬ 
gerated prominence to his one meeting with the 
British Ambassador and to meetings between 
Amr Pasha, foreign affairs adviser at the 
court, and British diplomatists. He is also fore¬ 
stalling any suggestion that he is interfering 
with the execution of the Government’s policy. 

Hts statement on unity is significant in tnat 
his appointment gave rise to rumours that a 
Government of national unity would be 
created, and that yesterday Hafez Ramadan 
Pasha, leader of the Nationalist Party—the 
only party which stood aside from the 1936 
treaty negotiations—came out publicly in the 
columns of Al Ahram for a union of all parties 
behind the King to achieve Egypt’s aims. 
Afifi Pasha made it clear that at present it 
remained the Government’s responsibility to 
decide whether in the execution of its policy 
it was necessary to create this unity. 
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BRITISH POLICY IN 
CANAL ZONE 


AUTHORITIES TO HELP 
FOREIGN NATIONALS 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

FA.Y1D, Jan. 3 

The British authorities in the Suez Canal 
zone are to give asylum to all British 
nationals who are subjected to illegal 
treatment by the Egyptians, and to any 
foreign national who suffers such treat¬ 
ment because of his associations with the 
British, and who appeals for help. 

This decision was reached to-day, it is 
learnt here, in consequence of the arrest and 
attempted deportation of a Cypriot and two 
Greeks who are now under British protection 
at the Moascar garrison. Two more Greek 
employees of the British Army are to-day 
reported to be missing from a brigade work¬ 
shops at El Kirsh after visiting their families 
in Ismailia. 

A military spokesman was this evening un¬ 
able to say to what extent the families of men 
victimized by the Egyptians would be protected 
by the British authorities; the men themselves 
can be given living accommodation inside 
British camps—and, indeed, this would help 
to relieve the labour problem—but the presence 
of numbers of women and children might be 
a serious inconvenience. The granting of 
asylum to foreign nationals would be a 
temporary measure allowing the appropriate 
diplomatic representatives time to approach 
the Egyptian Government. 

The decision will be welcomed by people 
of many nationalities throughout the canal 
zone who look to the British for help and 
protection and who have in recent weeks felt 
dangerously isolated; in particular, it will do 
something to comfort those who, though 
legally subjects of European countries, have 
lived all their lives in Egypt and now feel the 
insecurity of their position. 

Terrorist activity in the canal zone during 
the past 24 hours has been mainly confined to 
sniping and cable cutting. 

A British officer was wounded this afternoon 
during a gun battle outside Suez between 
British infantrymen and young Egyptian 
terrorists, according to British military sources. 
The Egyptians attacked a railway signal box 
and the water filtration plant at Kafr Abdu, 
opening fire from roofs of neighbouring 
houses. British troops returned the fire and 
exchanges lasted two hours before the terrorists 
withdrew. 

Dr. Rao, the representative of the Inter¬ 
national Labour Organization, has left 
Ismailia for Port Said, where he will investigate 
specific cases of alleged ill-treatment of workers 
by the British forces in the canal zone. 

*** Comment by Our Diplomatic Corre¬ 
spondent on the recent statement by Azzam 
Pasha, Secretary-General of the Arab League, 
regarding Egyptian policy, is on page 3. 
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BRITAIN AND THE SUDAN 


WELFARE OF THE POPULATION AS 
BASIS OF POLICY 

From Our Special Correspondent lately in Khartoum 

Though much of the Sudan is desert or it succeeded in drawing off men of a 
near desert, it resembles Holland in stamp who in an earlier generation would 
its intense dependence on water, which ^ ave g° ne to the Indian Civil Service. It 
enters into its life at every point was a P ioi J cer in minimizing the academic 
from the lowest level of village and 8 oi “S more for 

. .. . ., .... 6 all-round qualifications based on char- 

economics to the topmost level of its inter- acter. Hence the epigram made by the 
national relationships. Like Holland, too, late H. A. L. Fisher, “ The Sudan gentle- 
it is a country where political alignments men, is a large country populated by 
are still decided by creed rather than by blacks and governed by Blues.” The 
programme. Much of the land is standard of recruitment then enforced 
good soil that needs only water to is paying dividends to-day 
make it bear In agriculture, as in culture. The aftermath of the Dervish wars left 
the line which divides the Middle Eastern the Sudan with a religious rivalry between 
A. r f.u C wo r.W from Africa proper runs two sects of the Muslim faith which is the 
straight through the Sudan. basis of nearly all present-day political 

In the north, along the banks of the Blue groupings. These are the orthodox Khat- 
Nile stretching from Khartoum to the mia sect, and the reformed or Mahdist 
Ethiopian border, lies the Gezira, the Ansar sect. To begin with the British 
great irrigation cooperative which by Government leaned naturally rather to the 
growing cotton on peasant holdings now Khatmia. They are led by Sir Sayed Ali cl 

. — i _ Mirgham, whose father had stood by the 

Anglo-Egyptians during the Mahdist 
-« • a JfchSk£-■—*—2 10 rcvolt - The Ansar, however, led by the 

W i posthumous son of the Mahdi, Sir Sayed 

*> i WadiHjjfar * Abdel Rahman el Mahdi, began to gain 

" y 6 "'*'- 1*0. in mfluence in the 1920s. They became 

^ l jpWSwte/j °f Political importance during the first 

^ world war at the time of the Senussi revolt, 

since the Senussi were of the reformed 
' i.j Orodurmsaf srct - Later, the Government gave back 

o ^Khartoum r <fe|| some of his father’s estates to “S.A.R.” 

S-f SUD ^lA\ N < as the Mahdi's descendant is known 

r'j EiObei/ ^LTcvuvs jpeahy^to^distinguish him from his rival 

%. “INDEPENDENCE” GROUPS 

h is these sects and their leaders, rather 
than the ac,ua l political parties, which have 

i Ajuba —' _ _ mainly wielded the power in recent years. 

' '’ “ They are in a better position to mobilize 

/Wot^TGAMtA;- jf votes in the rural areas since party politics 

CONGO jj: still tend to be confined mainly to towns. 

if - ilias KENYA f; Implicitly, Ansar would favour a constitu- 
(8769) ctorijL V; ij tional monarchy under “ S.A.R.”—politi- 

* 1 " ' ’ — - cally, they are linked with the various “ inde- 

provide, about four-fifths of the Sudan-, 

wealth. Economically, the whole Sudan is with or without the British connexion. The 
a mere appendage of the Gezira. a concept mosl important of these is Umma, probably 
of Kitchener’s which reached maturity in t h P , b, §8 est > the country. To the 
fte year, be,weep the two world war/aud 

was last year nationalized. Culturally, the its various forms. The most extreme of these 
Gezira, like Khartoum, lies within the is Ashigga, who favour complete fusion and 
Middle East belt, though the pagan tribes, boycott the present constitution. The pro- 
not only from the Sudan but from as far E ^P tiaaism of the Khatmia is basically a 
•field a, British and Freed, Wes, Africa, 

migrate there annually to work. It is a watched with jealousy. That it does not go 
land of white galabiehs, of courtesy, and deep is suggested by the reactions of “ S.A.M.” 
of the Book. But it is not the whole Sudan. and olhers t0 r<5cent events, since, with the 
Farther south, in the swamps and deserts STOP*. they 

p,,,, ’ . , . *. ,, .... , are moving steadily away from previous con- 

Sudd, and beyond, dwell Nilotic ceptions of unity with Egypt. It is only quite 
and Bantu peoples, such as the Dinkas. recently that efforts have been made to form 
They are pagans, many of whom still go Parties outside these sectarian divisions, 
naked and live by pursuits such as spearing r Th , e Egyptians have taken full advantage 

.“Tf ° J ,; he pop ,“- 

# xP’-u* °* vr 6 St °? 88 ^.Peopl** Egyptian officials in both the army and the 

ot Northern Uganda, and are related to irrigation works gives them a foothold; and 
tribes like the Masai, who inhabit lands they spend money on mosques, schools, and 
stretching from Southern Kenya across to f 001 ? 1 ? erviccs whlch ha «l much better be spent 
Taneanvika m their own country, where social injusuces 

6 y are much more glaring than ever they are in 

GORDON’S TNFT TIFNCF ,he Sudan - ° ne attempt of the Egyptians to 

UUKUU1> 5 LnULULiNGE gain suppon was not a success; they enlisted 

The present political skein in the Sudan a Sudanese brigade for the Palestine war, but 
was woven in a history in which Great !? osttbesc ca "? e ho "> e complaining that 
Britain and Egypt seem inextricably gting 10 

bound up. In the Middle Ages the it is not the purpose of this article to 
negroid peoples of the Sudan were con- describe in detail the numerous political 
quered by Muslim Arabs, as were their groups, their recent convolutions, the appeals 
counterparts in northern Nigeria by the 10 11)6 United Nations, or the activities of the 
Fulanis. In 1821 they were conquered J25*2K* an i ,he constitutional revisionary 
i,„ p mm ,;, nr __j , committee. One point, however, should be 

by the Egyptians, and remained under ma( j e clear. These concern principally the 
their tutelage, offering surprisingly little Mohammedan and northern elements of the 
resistance to a regime which General population. Whatever is the political future 
Gordon, appointed Governor-General in °f the Sudan, Great Britain has a moral obliga- 
1874, described as “ nothing else but l j° n toward * the more backward elements of 
briaandaae of the verv worst desorintinn *’ ,he sou,h - At present the Sudan Government 
"if is “W in development plans such as the 
It was Gordon and the Mahdi between Zande scheme in the Equatoria province which 
tnem who lit the spark that brought con- are of great significance for the future, 
sciousness of entity to the Sudan. “The 

Arab tribes lacked no provocation,” BRIDGE OR BARRIER 
wrote Mr. Churchill in his book The It must be recognized that the separation 

River War, “ yet they were destitute of of the Sudan from Egypt is a permanent inter- 
two moral forces essential to all rebel- national inconvenience. The difficulty is to 
Lons. The first was the knowledge that envisage any form of association between the 
better, things existed. The second was two countries which would safeguard the 
a spirit of combination. General Gordon Sudanese against Egyptian exploitation, 
showed them the first. The Mahdi pro- The existence of an independent Sudan 
vided the second.” Both died in 1885- alongside Egypt, with the British administra- 
and it was left to their successors. !'?"■ * uhd /?"D’ I s “kciy to cause constant 
vVi.,;,. . , . j ., ’ | friction, la the first instance, the Sudanese 

Kitchener and the Khalifa, to decide the have always claimed that the British allow the 
issue outside Omdurman 13 years later, Egyptians too much of the Nile water, and 
by which time the Sudanese Dervish ‘hey "light one day be tempted to interfere 
warrior had made for himself the reputa- Wllh ! h 1S ' ii 0 j y ’ u is ? lin a 

„ .<„i„„ c r.. c E ul “„ sparsely populated area which has to import 
L° n a ®. rs , t ; c,ass fighting man labour to reap its crops, while Egypt’s strictly 
celebrated by Kipling. limited soil is already desperately crowded by 

Britain made best use of this victory in ?- n ever srowi , n ? Po.Pulat'on. Although the 

“■= “Y'f <*« •"<! eSpi. Sf £ % 

rrorn 1902 date the great works, such as burst the bounds. If matters were ever to 
the building of the Aswan dam, which come to open hostilities, it is unlikely that ihe 
have revolutionized control of the Nile Sudanese, for all their military prowess, could 
The Gezira scheme was planned and successfully oppose Egypt’s 30 millions and 

initiated. Gordon College was established ^ finaQC,al p0 ‘ cntt,d * Wrthout 

to guide the way for higher education in It has sometimes been claimed that the 
Africa. The population multiplied. At Sudan can act as a bridge between Africa and 
the time of the River War it was perhaDs Ihe E ^ sl; b ,ut what is wanted now is 

not much over three million: it is now ^f,A a ,h arn ®/’,if or noibin8 cou 'd 

it , 14 1,0 . injure Africa more than if the present warring 

ei^it and a half million. Above all disorders of the Middle East were to spread 
the standard of the British admini- southwards. Above all, it would be fatal if 


strative service stood 


. solutions to the Sudanese problem were 


as probably the best in Afnca coanlel l anced , whicb were based on inter- 
Beiween the wars it w )u S, fto, SlSSWa" 4 “ l0 " e ''™ 
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TRUSTEESHIP SYSTEM 

CALL FOR WIDER SCOPE 


Paris, Jan. 4.—By 33 votes to four, with 
four abstentions, the United Nations Trustee¬ 
ship Committee to-day approved a joint reso- 
muon—moved by India, Egypt, Cuba, and 
Ecuador which asked the Trusteeship council 
to study r and report to the next General 
Assembly on the possibility of greater partici¬ 
pation by local inhabitants in the trusteeshio 
system. 


The resolution was opposed by Britain, 
Prance, the Netherlands, and Belgium. The 
United States, Norway, and Denmark were 
among those who voted for it. Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and the Dominican 
Republic abstained. Sir Alan Burns (Britain) 
said he opposed the resolution because it was 
little more than an attempt to modify the 
terms of the trusteeship agreements under 
which the territories were administered under 
theUmted Nations Charter .”—Reuter 


m 
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PAY FOR DISMISSED 
OFFICIALS 


! repatriation expenses 

TO BE MET 

FROM OUR CAIRO CORRESPONDENT 

British officials’who halve been dismissed 
by the Egyptian Government have been 
granted three months’ salary, plus 
repatriation expenses, it is learned. 

For nearly three weeks they had had no 
official notice of dismissal. All they knew 
was that on December 10 the Government 
passed a decree summarily dismissing them, 
and it was left to them to learn of this from 
the local Press. This is a discourtesy, to say 
the least, that has so far been rare in Egypt. 

The dismissed officials number 176. Of 
these, 60 men and 32 women were on 

permanent ” contracts and 51 men and 33 
women on temporary contracts. There are 133 
teachers, mostly lecturers in English and the 
classics, 33 are nurses, five are railway experts, 
und the rest have been employed in the 
Ministries of Public Works, Commerce, and 
Finance, and in the survey department. 

Those on “ permanent ” contract were 
governed by Law 44 of 1936, which gave them 
the status of Egyptian permanent, but non- 
pensionable, officials. Their retiring age was 
60, and they could be dismissed only on the 
recommendation of a disciplinary council. 
Those on simple contract were generally 
employed for periods of one, two, or three 
years, terminable at three months’ notice on 
either side. 

VICTIMS OF CIRCUMSTANCE 

None of them has been highly paid—about 
£1,500 a year has been the highest, and most 
salaries have been much less—and many of 
them have had to make ends meet by spare¬ 
time work and private instruction. Their pay 
has not included allowances or travel expenses 
to and from England on leave, and they have 
not been able to save much in a period of 
steadily rising cost of living in Egypt. 

These men and women are, in the words 
of an Egyptian Minister, the unfortunate 
victims of political circumstances beyond their 
control. Few of them are young. Few have 
been in Egypt less than 15 years, and for some 
of them their service in the country has been 
their life work, to which they have given their 
best years. As a class they have been under¬ 
standing of Egyptian aspirations and keenly 
sympathetic with Egyptian efforts towards 
progress. 

None of them has reported any personal 
hostility from their former Egyptian colleagues 
and students, many of them have received 
expressions of keen regret from those with 
whom they worked, and there is little doubt 
that their abrupt dismissal has caused great 
regret, not unmixed with shame, to thoughtful 
and intelligent Egyptians. 

STANDARDS LOWERED 

Not only have unnecessary affront and 
hardship been inflicted upon loyal servants of 
Egypt, but an inevitable consequence of their 
departure will be a further lowering of the 
nation's educational and technical standards. 
Their dismissal is also, of course, a setback 
to the spread of English language and culture 
in Egypt. 

The dismissal of these officials has come sc 
abruptly that they are left with little time to 
make their final arrangements, which in many 
cases include the breaking up of homes slowly 
built up over the years. 
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SUSPICIONS OVER 
SOVIET MOVE 


UNFAVOURABLE U.S. 
REACTION 


ARAB STATES’ DILEMMA 


From Our United Nations 
Correspondent 

PARIS, Jan. 4 

It became clear in the corridors of the 
Palais de Chaillot to-day that the western 
Powers have no liking for the Russian pro¬ 
posal by which a special meeting of the 
Security Council, to be attended by Mini¬ 
sters, would consider measures for a 
Korean truce as a first step towards reduc¬ 
ing international tension. 

Western spokesmen, indeed, had nothing but 
suspicion and disapproval for a move which in 
its admitted astuteness is looked upon as a par¬ 
liamentary ruse de guerre, though some of the 
objections may not convince all the smaller 
nations, in their impatience with the great 
Powers' differences, that the Russian initiative 
is merely another exercise in futility. The Arab 
States, by a deft amendment of the Soviet text, 
have tacitly moved into line with it. 

The difference between Soviet words and 
actions is often inexplicable and there 
is an inevitable tendency to compare Mr. 
Vyshinsky’s proposal with the uncompromising 

no one listening to him yesterday could have 
detected one conciliatory utterance. It is also 
inevitable, perhaps, that most attention should 
have been given to his accusation—it rang 
oddly in the context of collective security— 
that American transports are engaged in taking 
Chinese Nationalist troops from Formosa to 
Burma and Siam in preparation for an attack 
on southern China. The charge is so unlikely 
that some delegations have the uneasy feeling 
that it might be the prelude to another adven¬ 
ture by Communist China in south-east Asia, 
though it is more generally regarded as a 
tactical move in the prevailing atmosphere of 
political warfare. 


AMERICAN VIEW 

Mr. Benjamin Cohen, a member of the 
American mission, told correspondents to-day 
that the United Slates is " decidedly and 
unqualifiedly ” opposed to the Russian pro¬ 
posal for a “ high-level " meeting of the 
Security Council. For the Council to discuss 
a Korean truce could only disrupt the Pan- 
munjom talks. It is pointed out in some 
quarters, however, that the United Nations is 
the ultimate authority for the military nego¬ 
tiations now in progress and that the Russian 
proposal, at its face value, seeks merely to 
“ help “ them to a successful conclusion. 

Mr. Cohen said the American delegation 
could not understand how the proposal could 
have been made in the atmosphere of Mr. 
Vyshinsky's speech if it were really intended 
sist the negotiations to a speedy conclu- 
If the Soviet Government was in a 
position to help, it was no doubt in touch 
with the North Koreans and the Peking 
Government. He described the move as a 
diversionary " operation intended to conceal 
Russian efforts to prevent and stifle the 
Assembly's action in the field of collective 
security, and he observed that the Soviet posi¬ 
tion ignored the basic fact that if the Security 
Council were prevented from acting against 
aggression then the Assembly itself must do so. 

He also expressed the opposition of his 
Government to a special meeting of the 
Security Council and argued that the Secretary- 
General's advocacy of such periodic meetings 
was now made conditional upon a Korean 
settlement. They must consider the prevailing 
atmosphere. It could be asked whether a 
repetition of Mr. Vyshinsky's speech in the 
presence of the American Secretary of State 
would serve to reduce world tension. The 
American Government was as eager as any 
other to reduce tension but they had to he 
careful that hopes were not raised only to be 
Wished. 


BRITISH COMMENT 

Mr. Sclwyn Lloyd, the British Minister of 

ate. is now unlikely to speak in the political 
committee until Monday, hut comment in the 
British delegation, although raihcr more sub¬ 
dued, broadly follows the American line. 
1 "ere could be no question, it is asserted, of 
abolishing the measures alrcadv taken for 
collective security, and any discussion of Korea 
in the Security Council might at this stage 
prejudice negotiations in the field which were 
still wholly a matter for the unified command. 
As for a special meeting of the Council, the 
proposal seemed to have been made in the 
wrong context and in the prevailing atmo¬ 
sphere offered little hope of anything good. 

Similar misgivings over the Korean proposal 
were voiced in the political committee by M. 
Chauvel. the French delegate, and it is 
interesting to observe that the position taken 
by all three western Powers now tends to 
divorce the authority of the Security Council 
from the conduct of truce negotiations, though 
nominally the United Nations command is 
subject to the Council’s decisions—and it was 
under these decisions that the Korean inter¬ 
vention was set in motion. 

The Arab States, for reasons of their own. 
were pul in a dilemma by the Russian initi- 
afive;^ they could hardly support a move to 

subscribed; at the same lime, they are not 
opposed to the suggested discussion on inter¬ 
national differences in the Security Council. 
1 hey have overcome the difficulty for the lime 
being simply by moving the deletion in the 
Soviet text of the clause calling for the aboli¬ 
tion of the collective measures committee, of 
which Egypt is a member. 

Saiah ed-Din Pasha, the Egyptian Foreign 
Minister, again devoted part of a long state¬ 
ment to an attack on the British position in 
the Middle East, which was described a> 
•' imperialistic.” He contended that the Arab 
League was making a great contribution to 
collective security under the defence pact con¬ 
cluded among its members. 

The debate was adjourned until to-morrow 


MR. ACHESON ON RUSSIAN 
MOTIVES 


Washington. Jan. 4. —Commenting to-day 
on Mr. Vyshinsky's proposal for calling ii 

special meeting of the Security Council to 

Aclieson, the Secretary of Stale, said that, 
though Mr^Vyshinsky appeared to be holding 

tension, he was really seeking to “ destroy 
utterly ” the collective measures commit ice 
already set up by the United Nations General 
Assembly to consider Korean questions, and 
the truce talks now in progress in Korea. 
He said there had already been definite progress 
in the talks at Panmunjom. They would only 
be delayed and hampered by transferring the 
question to the Security Council. For those 
reasons he thought acceptance of the Russian 
proposal would be nothing short of disastrous. 
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IRAQ’S EFFORTS AT 
MEDIATION 


EGYPTIAN APPRECIATION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Jan. 6 

The Prime Minister, Nahas Pasha, is! 
to-day reported to have expressed appre¬ 
ciation of the efforts made by Nuri Pasha, 
Prime Minister of Iraq, to find a solution 
of the Anglo-Egyptian question, and 
thanked the Iraqi Minister here, Neguib 
Bey el Rawy, for the success of his latest 
mission to Baghdad. 

Neguib Bey returned from Baghdad on 
Christmas Day after conversations which pre¬ 
ceded the departure of the Iraqi Prime 
Minister to Britain. Yesterday Neguib Bey 
had an hour’s interview with Nahas Pasha, 
at which they had discussed questions of 
interest to both countries, he said. 

A few days ago Nahas Pasha poured cold 
water on the efforts of Nuri Pasha which were 
referred to as mediation. To-day, however, 
the Prime Minister was in optimistic mood, 
and after the weekly Cabinet meeting he 
described the political situation as being “ at 
its best.” Whether it is optimism occasioned 
by his meeting with Neguib Bey he did not 
say, and there is no evidence yet that Nuri 
Pasha got beyond the point of obtaining com¬ 
ments on his proposals from both the British 
and Egyptian sides. His object is to satisfy 
Egyptian and Iraqi aspirations while relating 
Middle East defence to western defence, and 
comments from both sides—however informal 
—mean at least a tiny ray of light in the 
Anglo-Egyptian dispute. 

Britain remains firm, nevertheless, that 
security must be restored and attacks on 
British troops in the canal zone must cease, 
and British accounts of the last two days of 
events in the Suez area suggest a worsening 
of security. For that reason at the moment 
the British side would not describe the political 
situation as at its best. 

In a Note to the British Embassy the 
Foreign Ministry has rejected all responsibility 
for rewards offered by the newspaper Gomhour 
al Misri for the murder of General Erskine 
and his officers. The Note insisted on the 
newspaper’s freedom to publish what it wanted 
‘ under a regime of freedom,” but did say 
the matter had been referred to the “ proper 
authorities.” 


Salah ed-Din Bey Fadel,the newly accredited 
Egyptian Minister to Libya, announced after 
a meeting with the acting Foreign Minister 
yesterday that Egypt had invited King Idris 
el Senussi to visit Egypt and that the King 
had accepted with joy.” 
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had much place in the deliberations 
of previous Commonwealth Finance 
Ministers' conferences. No doubt the 
Chancellor will be at pains to explain 
comprehensively to the conference the 
aims and methods of this departure and 
the effects which he hopes to derive from 
it The Dominions differ both from one 
another and from this country in their par¬ 
ticular circumstances and in the monetary 
policies which they have applied in the 
past. It would be natural, however, to 
suppose that some at least may be inclined 
m future to use monetary policy as a 
means of retrenchment more firmly than 
they have hitherto. This is not to 
I say that the issue will appear 
entirely in terms of retrenchment, of 
reduced consumption, investment, and 
imports. Means of stimulating exports— 
to which, of course, monetary policy con¬ 
tributes—and of securing better prices and 
better markets for sterling area commodi¬ 
ties must be part, in some ways the most 
constructive part, of the agenda. 

Even if this country can reasonably 
claim to be setting a good example, how¬ 
ever, there is one respect in which her 
position is weak and it behoves her to 
behave with due humility. The sterling 
area countries have large accumulated 
and unspent balances in sterling. These 
deposits with this country, the sterling 
area's banker, amount to some £3.000m., 
technically repayable on demand and 
spendable at will. There is nothing except 
good will and cooperation to prevent the 
sterling area countries from incurring 
deficits and financing them for a long 
period by drawing on these reserves; for 
it is not open to this country to put any 
formal restrictions on their use without 
endangering the whole fabric of the 


yields to no one in this championship 
of Arab nationalism. Even if it did 
do no more than cause the Arab kingdoms 
to realize the urgency of concerted action 
in defence of the Middle East the Prime 
Minister of Iraq would have done a good 


the publication there of the first of a scries 


a time when sterling is gravely imperilled. 
In this respect there is at least a nominal 
difference between the position of this 
country, the banker-debtor, and that of the 
Dominions, the creditors who own about 
two-thirds of the balances. It is, however, 
a difference of position rather than of 
interest. There is no reason to suppose 
that the Commonwealth countries seri¬ 
ously doubt the long-term value of the 
sterling area to them; or, at least, they 
have doubted it only when there has been 
reason to doubt whether this country 
would put her own house in order. They 
have received practical assurance now that 
the British Government will not shrink 
from the necessary measures. In 
those circumstances the interests of all 
j the member countries of the sterling area 
are the same. This is the guarantee that 
the main objective of the conference, to 
make sterling and the sterling area strong 
and stable once again, will be steadfastly 
pursued. _ 

Iraq and the Middle East 

Nuri bs Said Pasha, the Prime Minister 
of Iraq, is a frequent and welcome visitor 
to this country. With Mr. Eden in 
America, the present unofficial visit can 
hardly have had any but cursory diplo¬ 
matic significance. It came, however, 
soon after Nuri Pasha's informal talks 
with the Foreign Secretary in Paris and 
after his proposals for the defence of the 
Middle East had been publicly and objec¬ 
tively discussed by Wahid Rifaat Bey, 
legal adviser to the Egyptian Cabinet and 
Foreign Ministry. Iraq is better equipped 
than some other Middle Eastern kingdoms 
to weigh the contribution that the western 
world can make to the progress and 
stability of the Arab kingdoms. Her rela¬ 
tions with western countries have from 
the first rested upon freely negotiated bar¬ 
gains. Her dealings with the western 
agencies which are developing her oil re¬ 
sources have been reasonable and busi¬ 
nesslike, even though the bitter feeling 
against Israel that Iraq shares with other 
Arab States has led her Jo deny oil to 
the Haifa refineries. 

While Iraq has for some time been 
anxious to revise her existing treaty with 
Britain in regard to the status of the British 
bases at Habbaniyah and Shaiba, she has 
always held that the matter could per¬ 
fectly well be settled by friendly negotia¬ 
tion. At the same time, as the fiasco 
over the abortive Portsmouth agreement 
showed in 1948, her leaders must always 
take account in dealing with the west of 
the strong sense of nationalism that has 
grown among the Iraqi people. Nuri 
Pasha has been careful to announce in 
Parliament that when negotiations are re¬ 
sumed national leaders of all parties will 
be taken into confidence at every stage. 
Feeling in Iraq is on the side of Egypt in 
the Anglo-Egyptian dispute over the canal 
zone, partly out of loyalty to a fellow- 
member of the Arab League and partly 
because Iraq herself regards the enforced 
presence of British troops in any Arab 
kingdom as an anomaly. At the same time, 
there are wiser heads in Iraq who believe 
that Egypt's impatience is leading her 
deeper and deeper into costly mistakes, 
and that the preoccupation with differ¬ 
ences with Britain is blinding her to 
dangers threatening the Middle East 

To Nuri Pasha and those who think 
like him, there were many aspects of the 
four-Power proposals for Middle Eastern 
defence which deserved more serious con¬ 
sideration than they have received from 
Egypt. He is said to be hopeful of getting 
the same results in another way which 
he thinks may have the additional 
advantage of making an Anglo-Egyptian 
settlement easier to reach. He agrees 
with the western democracies and with 
Turkey in believing that if war broke out 
no Middle East country—least of all 
Egypt—could remain neutral The whole 
region with its oil resources and its nexus 
of inter - continental communications 
would be among the first targets of 
an aggressor. Yet he knows that 
the Arab countries are not ready 
to cooperate with the western Powers, 
even in their own defence, if coopera¬ 
tion carries with it any stigma of 
political or economic subordination. 

Nuri Pasha therefore suggests that 
Arab countries should take the initiative 
in building up a security organization of 
their own, which would enable them to 
claim help and cooperation from the 
western Powers on a basis of equal part¬ 
nership. He therefore recommends that, 
as a first step the security pact of the Arab 


. ... ial security pact wi.„ 

a unified Arab command working with 
the Atlantic Pact authorities under the 
provisions of Article 52 of the United 
I Nations charter. This suggestion is 
plainly constructive. Nuri Pasha has not 
pressed it; he is biding his time and 
understandably anxious not to run too 
j flatly counter to Egyptian views. Yet 
the suggestion plainly deserves careful 


This enterprise, undertaken by the Danish 
publishers Messrs. Rosenkilde and 
Bagger, is worth attention. That it is a 
pretty compliment — acknowledged as 
such by the patronage of Mr. Churchill 
—from a foreign land to the earliest 
literature of our own country is only pan 
of the reason. In the world of Anglo- 
Saxon letters Denmark and England were 
not so far apart; the scene of Beowulf, 
the greatest and one of the earliest of 
Angto-Saxon poems, was partly set in 
Denmark. This series—edited jointly by 
an Englishman, an American, and a Dane 
—is likely to prove a notable new tool in 
northern European scholarship. 

Valuable series of facsimile editions— 
also published in Copenhagen—of Ice¬ 
landic and Swedish manuscripts have long 
been coming out Some important facsi¬ 
miles of individual Anglo-Saxon manu¬ 
scripts, such as the poems of the Exeter 
Book, have been issued by the Early 
English Text Society. There has so far, 
however, been no comprehensive series 
such as this, which will include works both 
in Anglo-Saxon and in Latin, and thus 
present a large body of the most signifi¬ 
cant writings of medieval England. Among 
them will be the manuscript of Bede's 
“ Ecclesiastical History," finished in 746, 
now in the Leningrad Public Library; 
the ninth-century manuscript of King 
Alfred's translation of St. Gregory’s 
“ Pastoral Care ” in the Bodleian Library; 
the twelfth-century “ Peterborough 
Chronicle,” also from the Bodleian; and 
a twelfth-century volume of laws from 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge—to 
name only a few. 

Nothing can make up for the loss 
of a great manuscript, but a first-class 
facsimile is at least some compensation. 
These new facsimiles, edited by the best 
scholars and produced with the best 
modern technique, will be a little insur¬ 
ance against the destruction which the 
modem world offers, in ever new and 
more terrible forms, to ancient manu¬ 
scripts as to all rare and beautiful things. 
Not, of course, that they have ever been 
free from danger; of this the first volume 
of the series is itself a reminder. It is hot 
a specially old document, being only a 
late eighteenth-century copy by the Danish 
scholar Thorkelin of the Cottonian 
manuscript of Beowulf, which had been 
badly scorched—and might like so much 
else so easily have perished altogether 
in the disastrous fire which, on October 23, 
1731, destroyed almost a quarter of Sir 
Robert Cotton’s manuscripts, then 
housed at Ashburnham House, West¬ 
minster. Since Thorkelin copied it the 
charred borders of the old manuscript have 
partly crumbled away, so that his tran¬ 
script preserves much that is otherwise 
lost. Those who care for the history and 
ancient literature of the English people 
will certainly welcome this series, will 
watch its progress with interest, and 
wish the Editor in Chief, Mr. Bertram 
Colgrave, of Durham University, and his 
colleagues every success. 

On with the Motley! 

• To masquerade is in our language a 
verb with equivocal connotations; it 
suggests a slightly frivolous and definitely 
unsuccessful imposture. The truth of the 
matter is that as a nation we do not really 
approve of what—with a characteristic 
note of disdain—we call fancy dress. Il 
is all very well for foreigners to go caper¬ 
ing about in dominoes; they like that sort 
of thing. We do not. At the cry of “ On 
with the motley I " the average English¬ 
man's blood runs cold. He asks himself, 
if he is a thoughtful fellow, how it is that 
this canker has never been eradicated from 
our social life. Perhaps Britannia, perched 
on a rock in that ridiculous get-up, oi 
John Bull, with his frightful waistcoat, 
have somehow sanctified the addiction to 
dressing up of a small but active section ol 
the population. Whatever the cause, fancy 
dress remains, if not a British institution, 
a sort of minor epidemic which is con¬ 
stantly breaking out and from which only 
a few hardy islanders have achieved 

The ladies, though they often complain 
bitterly, are generally thought to suffer less 
than the gentlemen by being compelled to 
dress up, since this is an activity to which, 
in a modified form, they devote most of 
their lives anyhow. Besides, they do not 
have to park the car, a duty of which 
gentlemen should never be unmindful in 
selecting their costume; nothing is more 
calculated to impair self-confidence than 
to walk along a rain-swept public 
thoroughfare in the character of an 
Ancient Briton. Some gentlemen, traitors 
to their sex, throw themselves with enthu¬ 
siasm into the business of dressing up. 
Their aim is generally either to impress 
or to divert, and it may in general be said 
that a reveller who pursues the latter object 
and comes as the Spirit of Austerity or 
the Abominable Snowman is regarded 
with more tolerance than the exquisite in 
a peruque and patches. 

The great rack of malcontents aim 
chiefly at comfort of mind and body. The 
latter is best achieved by a purely per¬ 
functory disguise, but for the sake of the 
former it must not be too perfunctory; 
nothing, when the time comes, is more 
boring than constantly having to answer 
the question “What are you supposed to 
be 7 '' Among points unlikely to be over¬ 
looked by the experienced masquerader 
are the importance of pockets, the folly of 
wigs, and the undesirability of wearing 
any form of helmet Costumes depending 
for their effect on cumbrous accessories 
should be avoided; to set out for the ball 
burdened with a lifebelt a stuffed goshawk, 
a scythe, a croquet mallet or a rickshaw 
IS only less ill advbed than to allow your 
partner to equip herself with (and even¬ 
tually ask you to take charge of) a 
shepherdess’s crook, a tambourine, a 
wheatsheaf, a butterfly net or a basket of 
imitation fruit These caveats indicate 
only a few of the perils and inconveniences 
of masquerade, and it is easy to under¬ 
stand why most decent Englishmen 
infinitely prefer putting on a scarlet coat 
black trouser, and a stiff white shirt for 
the Hunt ball to donning some garish 
and uncomfortable outfit and going to a 
fancy dress dance. 
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DEFENCE OF SUEZ CANAL 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Your Diplomatic Correspondent per* 
forms a valuable service to-day by pointing out 
that the strategic importance of the Suez 
Canal lies not in its being “ a link in a life¬ 
line but as incomparably the best base for 
an army defending the whole Middle East. Is 
not the force of his argument rather spoiled 
by his last sentence; “It remains of the 
greatest strategic importance that the Suez 
Canal should be defended by an adequate 
force ” ? Psychologically one of the greatest 
causes of friction between ourselves and Egypt 
is our insistence that our troops must defend 
the canal, implying ipso facto that the Egyp¬ 
tians are incapable of doing so. If this is true 
it is all the more galling to Egyptian amour- 
propre. An acknowledgment by Great Britain 
that her forces remain in the Suez Canal zone 
simply to prepare and maintain an adequate 
base for the defence of the Middle East might 
remove much of the insult implied in our 
present position, and perhaps pave the way for 
f£^ e u agre ? ment tetween the two countries. 
Whether the whole disagreement between us 
could thus be resolved is doubtful, as the main 
factor of discord is probably the Sudan ques¬ 
tion. But surely any action that we can take- 
to clear the air would be well worth while. 

Yours faithfully, 

i. W* G. ELPHINSTON. i 
34, Hurlmghara Court, S.W.6, Jan. 4. i 

- i 

Sir,—In your issue of to-day your Diplo- 
mane Correspondent records the remarkable 
opinion that we should be unable to use the: 
Suez Canal m a future war. During the last 
war the Axis Powers succeeded in interrupting 
our use of the canal for only comparatively 
short periods, although they held practically 
aU the northern coast of the Mediterranean,' 
and the Island of Crete. There are srinall 
grounds, therefore, for the opinion expressed 
by your Correspondent. Had we adopted so 
pusillanimous an attitude in 1940, we should 
have made no attempt to defend Great Britain 
since the Germans claimed, and many agreed 
with their claim, that they could destroy our 
ports from the air in a matter of days. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

„ , ■ , , W. A. IiBSWORTH. 

Carlett, 3, Tekels Park, Camberley, Surrey, 
Jan. 4. 
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EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR IN 

BRUSSELS 

Brussels, Jan, 7.— Belgium is willing to 
, accept credentials for a new Egyptian Ambas- 
! sador 44 in the name of the King of Egypt 
and the Sudan,” but, the Foreign Office states, 
that this would have “no political signifi¬ 
cance.” The new Ambassador, Amin Fuad 

Bey, is replacing Ahmed Rasheed in Brussels. 
— Reuter. 
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SUEZ STRIKERS AT 
WORK AGAIN 


COMPANY’S APPEAL 
TO CAIRO 


WELCOME FOR RUSSIANS 

From Our Special Correspondent 
On Board H.M.S. Gambia, Port Said, 

Jan. 8 ' 

The strike of employees of the Suez 
Canal Company, which was suspended 
last night, was resumed this morning. This 
evening work began again and there are 
grounds for belief that the strike has 
ended. 

The dispute was concerned basically with a 
disagreement between trade unionist employees 
and a particular French official of the company 
at Port Said, and seems to have had no political 
significance, but officials of the company said 
to-day that if the strike continued the con¬ 
sequences might be dangerous. The company 
appealed yesterday to the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for its help in solving the dispute, and 
senior company officials this morning con¬ 
ferred with Ghazali Bey, Governor of the Suez 
Canal zone, at Port Said. 

Traffic through the canal has not so far been 
seriously delayed by the strike, though a 
northbound convoy was held up for about an 
hour yesterday; beyond providing boats for 
the transport of company pilots for a short 
period yesterday, the Royal Navy has not been 
called on to provide any additional help to the 
company. 

RUSSIAN FISHING FLEET 

Some observers have connected the stop¬ 
pages with the arrival at Port Said of a Russian 
fleet of 34 modem fishing vessels and a parent 
ship, which led to demonstrations of welcome 
and anti-British abuse in the town last night. 
The presence of the Russian vessels has aroused 
considerable interest in naval circles here; 
three of the vessels are at present berthed 
within sight of the cruiser Gambia, and several 
others are near the destroyer Agincourt. They 
are expected to continue their voyage toi 
Vladivostock to-morrow. 

The parent ship, the tanker Irtisha, was 
berthed last night by a naval party from the 
Gambia. The midshipman in charge of the 
party reported that the Russian crew was “ not 
particularly seamanlike ” and that the tanker 
was equipped with capstans, like a warship, 
instead of with winches as are most merchant 
ships. Your Correspondent sailed among the 
fishing vessels in a naval launch last night and 
was struck by the smartness of the ships and 
th c remarkable youthfulness of their crews. 

The enthusiasm with which their arrival has 
been greeted in Port Said cannot have gone 
unnoticed among the Russians, for at least one 
Egyptian launch in the harbour is to-day flying 
the Hammer and Sickle; but it is, of course, 
got R reflection of Communist influence in 
Port Said so much as a symptom of the present 
blind anglophobia of the canal zone towns. 

In general, the canal zone has remained 
quiet. A British military spokesman at 
ismailia to-day described the organization of 
terrorist forces in the zone in the context of 
the recent disorders in the Suez area. He said 
there were a number of gangs of young men, 
most of them university students from Cairo, 
who sometimes fought among themselves, 
sometimes acted independently against British 
forces, and sometimes joined in combined 
attacks, as was the case at Suez. 

Zagazig, the easternmost town of the Nile 
Delta, was a training centre for such gangs, 
he said, and those operating in the Te! el Kebir 
area used various villages on the edge of the 
delta as bases. There was evidently a terrorist 
concentration in the Abu Sueir area, between 
Tel el Kebir and Ismailia, where there has 
recently been a series of ambushes. 

There are reports that the marksmanship of 
the terrorists has greatly improved in the past 
week, or two, and British troops throughout 
the zone are prepared for guerrilla attacks of a 
more professional quality in the near future. 

“ANARCH Y” IN ISMAILIA 

SIR GEORGE ERSKINE’S 
BROADCAST 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Erskine, 
General Officer Commanding, British Troops 
in Egypt, in a recorded broadcast last night, 
said there had been a breakdown of law and 
order at Ismailia facilitated by undisciplined 
police. 'Hiere had been about 1,200 service 
families in Ismailia; there were none there 
now and troops did not go into the town. 

“ If you entered the town to-day,” he said, 
‘ you would find a state of anarchy; civilians 
marching about with tommy guns, terrifying 
the population and openly challenging the 
authority of the Egyptian Government. We 
do use the roads on the outskirts of Ismailia 
and that is why recently I had to insist on a 
curfew along these roads.” 

Suez was also a trouble centre. Sir George 
Erskine added, and the police there had 
behaved “ just as badly as in Ismailia." Suez 
was a great oil port and Egypt depended on ojl 
for the whole of her economic life. If the oil 
stopped, Egypt “ would wither away.” 

The Powers’ proposals for Middle East 
defence would have made Egypt a leading 
Power in the Middle East, with all her 
sovereign rights and without any suggestion of 
occupation, but the Egyptian Government did 
not study the matter seriously. 

Referring to General Sir Brian Robertson. 
Commander-in-Chief, Middle East Land 
Forces, Sir George Erskine said: “ Egypt is 
only one of his responsibilities, but whenever 
I have a difficulty I go to him and 1 always 
get the answer.” 
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EGYPTIAN FOREIGN POLICY 


DEBATE AGAIN POSTPONED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

* CAIRO, Jan. 8 

The Senate’s debate on foreign affairs, post¬ 
poned twice before, was again postponed at 
to-night’s meeting. The Senate agreed to a 
request by Ibrahim Farag Pasha, acting 
Foreign Minister, that the debate be delayed 
for three weeks. 

Cairo, Jan. 8.— Sheikh Abdullah al Fadl, 
the Saudi Arabian Minister in Cairo, to-day 
delivered a message to the Egyptian Prime 
Minister from King Ibn Saud. Later he said 
he had delivered another message to King 
Farouk. The newspaper Al Balagh says the 
messages “ are understood to be in connexion 
with a recent demand to King Ibn Saud to 
bring his influence to bear on America so that 
she might support the realization of Egypt’s 
national aspirations .”—Associated Press. 

Paris, Jan. 8. —Azzam Pasha, secretary- 
general of the Arab League, said to-day he had 
on several occasions proposed to the United 
States that it join a direct alliance with Egypt 
or with the Arab States. He said the offer 
still stood, and added; “ If they tyant it, we 
are ready. We have no fear of America at all.” 
He suggested that his proposals had until now 
been secret. He did not say whether there had 
been any reply.— Associated Press. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

BRITISH AIMS IN 
THE SUDAN 


SELF-GOVERNMENT 
THIS YEAR 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Jan. 9 

Sir James Robertson, Civil Secretary of 
the Sudan Government, told a Press con¬ 
ference here that the British members of 
the Executive Council and the Governor- 
General were determined to do their best 
to hand over power to Sudanese Ministers 
this year, in accordance with the policy of 
the British Government as expressed in 
Mr. Eden’s speech on November 15 last. 

The Civil Secretary said that 1952 would 
be an important year for the Sudanese : before 
it ended they would have a constitution pro¬ 
viding for self-government with a Sudanese 
Cabinet. This Cabinet would have the respon¬ 
sibility of preparing for the final stages of 
the transfer of power from the present 
Administration to the new Sudanese Govern¬ 
ment. 

The new Cabinet would also have to 
arrange for working out the method by 
which the Sudanese could determine for 
themselves their future form of govern¬ 
ment, and their relationships with other 
countries. 

APPEAL FOR COOPERATION 

“ I assure you that the British members of 
the Executive Council and the Governor- 
General are fully determined to do their best 
to hand over power to Sudanese Ministers this 
year,” Sir James Robertson stated, and kl that 
is also the policy of the British Government. 
The major difficulty is the uncertainty among 
the Sudanese themselves about what they 
want. 

’* I appeal to you to do all possible to unite 
Sudanese opinion behind the policy I have 
described, and to cooperate with us, who are 
your friends, in carrying out the transfer of 
power as smoothly and peacefully as possible. 
Divided counsels and suspicion of our motives 
will only make the transfer difficult. If we 
all cooperate we can put this through quickly 
and confidently, and in a short time can reach 
the goal at which you aim—the day of self- 
determination. 

** It is not the policy of the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment or the British Government to try to 
influence your final choice. You will be free 
to have a republic or a monarchy, free to be 
independent or incorporated in the Egyptian 
State, or free to enter into treaty relationships 
with Britain, Egypt, or any other country. 

FREEDOM OF CHOICE 

" But we feel it is our duty to do all in our 
power to ensure that the choice is free, and 
that you make it without fear and with full 
knowledge of all implications of your action. 
If you believe this, we can continue for a short 
spell longer the cooperation which has done 
such marvellous work for the Sudan in the last 
half-century.” 

The Civil Secretary closed with a warning 
to some trade union leaders, saying that in 
attempting to associate all workers with the 
W.F.T.U. they were not only endangering the 
future of their own unions but were opening 
the doors of the Sudan to Russian Com¬ 
munism. 

In answer to a question, he said that the 
constitution providing for self-government 
would be submitted to the co-domini. If 
Briiain accepted it and Egypt did not, the 
Governor-Genera! would carry on with it. 
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JOINT STATEMENT ON TALKS 
IN WASHINGTON 


BRITISH ATTITUDE TO EUROPEAN 
DEFENCE APPROVED 


The official statement on Mr. Churchill’s talks with President 
Truman said that it was agreed that the use of American bases in 
England in war-time would be a matter for joint decision. 

The statement made it clear that the American Government 
agreed with the British attitude towards the European defence 
community, and that there was “ complete identity of aims ” in the 
Middle East and “ broad harmony of view ” in the Far East, where the 
need to counter the Communist threat transcended “ divergences ” in 
policies towards China. 


production of their new rifles. 
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the central Government to the local 
authorities, (p. 2) 

The Treasury's Bulletin for Industry states 
that the increase in wages last year was 
greater than the rise in industrial pro¬ 
ductivity. Added to the pressure of 
higher import costs on retail prices this 
threatens to continue the rise in the cost 
of living, (p. 2) 

A sculpture by Mr. Epstein in the form of 
a Madonna and Child is to be included 
in restoration work now in hand in 
Cavendish Square, (p.2) 

At the resumed inquiry yesterday into the 
wage claim by the Fire Brigades Union, 
Sir Frank Soskice, K.C., said that the 


MISSION AND MESSAGE 

An official communique is like the puff 
of smoke which announces to the people 
of Rome the election of a Pope. It is 
possible to tell by the colour of the smoke 
whether the Curia has succeeded or not, 
but that is all the information it conveys. 
The Prime Minister and President 
Truman have ranged over a vast space in 
their discussions in Washington, speaking 
frankly as allies should, and exchanging 
views on all manner of subjects. It 
would be absurd to expect detailed 
information about the results, which may 
not in any case be seen for many 
months. It is enough if they have 
reached a genuine understanding and have 
revived the atmosphere of friendship in 
which officials and Ministers on both sides 
can continue to work on these problems. 
The communique is heartening. The two 
statesmen are in full agreement on the 
main outlines of policy and on the strategy 
to support it; they have found “ complete 
identity of aims" on the Middle East and 
on their attitude to the European defence 
community; good progress has been made 
on steel and other raw materials. If they 
can report no more than a “broad 
I harmony of view " on the Far East and 
no agreement at all on the North Atlantic 
Command or the standardization of arms 
this was only to be expected. More could 
hardly have been done in three days. 

On the great subject of peace and war 
the two leaders had little to discuss. Both 
make peace their aim, and neither believes 
that war is inevitable. There was in any 
case no question of an immediate meeting 
with Mr. Stalin and the communique 
merely states that “ we are willing at any 
time to explore all reasonable means of 
resolving the issues which now threaten 
| the peace of the world.” So long as the 
threat remains, both countries must take 
measures to strengthen their defences in 
the knowledge that “ the strong ties which 
unite our two countries are a massive 
contribution to the building of the 
strength of the free world." Mr. 
Churchill appears to have persuaded the 
United States Government that Britain's 
support for the European army must come 
from outside, but both nations promise 
“ all assistance in their power in bringing 
it to fruition.” At the same time they are 
resolved to build an Atlantic community, 
“ not only for immediate defence but for 
enduring progress,” and will consider ways 
of strengthening the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization in full accord with 
their fellow members. 

Mr. Churchill, who broke off his 
labours yesterday to hear the President 
read his Message to Congress on the State 
of the Union, must have been deeply 
impressed by the picture of American 
power which it painted. The American 
rearmament programme, now in its 
second year, is at last gathering speed. 
Production of military equipment, which 
last year was three times as much as in 
1950 and reached the enormous total of 
16,000m. dollars, will this year be doubled. 
By the end of the programme in 1953 the 
United States will have doubled its out¬ 
put of aluminium, increased its electricity 
supply by 40 per cent, and its steel-making 
capacity by 14 per cent, and should then 
be able to produce 120m. tons of steel 
a year, as much as the rest of the world 
put together.' These figures are immensely 
reassuring, though the President warned 
Congress that the Soviet Union is also 
expanding its military production and may 
i still be producing more aircraft than the 
United States and her allies. It is there- 
I fore impossible to say whether the western 
world has yet caught up. The President 
said, however, that before the end of 1953 
the United States should be “ over the 
hump.” and he expressed the hope that 
by 1954 they would have enough weapons 
and equipment “ so that we can reduce 
the production of most military items 
substantially.” 

Such vast power carries its own respon¬ 
sibilities and America's friends as well as 
her enemies may well ask how it is to 
be used. The President's message was 
in a real sense “ the voice of America,” 
tense but confident, determined but 
inflexible, recognizing only one goal— 
I security—and only one road to that goal. 

| It was an awesome picture that be 
sketched of industrial America armed and 
arming, _ of a huge machine moving 
towards its greatest speed and momentum. 


to Washington and the communique 
suggests that he has obtained some 
welcome assurances. The United States 
Government has agreed that the use of 
American air bases in Britain in an emer¬ 
gency would be a matter for “joint 

decision." It was never likely that the 
United States would in fact have acted 
without consultation with the British Gov¬ 
ernment, but this assurance goes rather 
farther and should put to rest any linger¬ 
ing fears that' Britain might one day be 
involved in an atomic war without her 
knowledge and consent 
The most voluble—if that is the word 
—part of the communique deals with the 
Middle East. The use of the expression 
‘ complete identity of aims ” is striking 
though the two Secretaries of State have 
still to give effect to these aims. None 
of the measures suggested—a Middle 
East Command, a four-Power approach 
to Egypt, the International Bank’s offer to 
help in the Persian oil dispute—is in itself 
new. and there may have to be adjust¬ 
ments in them before accord is complete. 
What is constant is “ the resolve to pro¬ 
mote the stability, peaceful development 
and prosperity of the Middle East." The 
pressure of Congress and the approach of 


the Presidential election made discussion 
of the Far East more difficult and neither 
side was apparently willing to alter 
its policies towards China and Japan. 
In his Message to Congress, however, the 
President made a statement on Korea 
which gave fresh clarity to American aims 
and policy and may help to bring about 
an armistice. The aims of the United 
Nations, he said, were to prevent aggres¬ 
sion and “ to save the free Republic of 
Korea.” This is a declaration that the 
United States will be satisfied that duty 
has been done and aggression baulked— 
“ without widening the area of conflict"— 
if the South Korean Republic can be 
restored and protected. This was indeed 
already implied in the present attempt to 
get an armistice near to the 38th parallel, 
but it had not before been formally 
declared. 

When Mr. Churchill set out on his 
mission to Washington he expected no 

dramatic outcome, no loud proclamation 

of new policies, no great new decisions. 
He sought, as he said, “a good under¬ 
standing” of differences, and all that, 
without doubt, has been found. As the 
Prime Minister sat yesterday in the 
Capitol and listened to the President un¬ 
folding in his Message the tale of 
American resolve and power he can 
only have been confirmed in the shrewd 
sense which, for all the shaking of heads, 
brought him so promptly across the 
ocean to confer with the leaders of 
his country's greatest friend and ally and 
“ the bulwark of peace." With under¬ 
standing freshly, and frankly, established 
the rest can follow—the policies, the 
decisions, the deeds—as the hard facts of 
a sombre world may demand; and there 
is the foundation here, while understand¬ 
ing remains and grows, for still more 
fruitful partnership in better and more 
hopeful days. The Atlantic community is 
being built “ not only for immediate 


The first references of Nahas Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, to the attempt 
of the Prime Minister of Iraq to find a 
way of reconciling the needs of Middle 
Eastern defence with the national aspira¬ 
tions of Egypt and Iraq were cool, to say 
the least. He appears to have had some 
second thoughts. He expressed apprecia¬ 
tion on Sunday of Nuri es Said Pasha's 
efforts and thanked the Iraqi Ambassador 
to Cairo for his part in recent discussions. 
It would be altogether a mistake to see in 
this slight change of emphasis any pros¬ 
pect of breaking the deadlock between 
Egypt and Britain. It may possibly indi¬ 
cate, however, that the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment is beginning to weigh some at least 
of the dangers of the course it is now 
following. These have arisen from its 
efforts to work up a mass movement 
among the Egyptian people against the 
British forces now in occupation of the 
canal zone. In this it has come to rely 
more and more on social and political 
elements which are not only opposed to 
all forms of cooperation with the west but 
are also enemies of law and order in 
Egypt 

The main hold of the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment on Egypt to-day is the fact that the 
Egyptian people look upon the presence 
of British forces in the canal zone as an 
affront This feeling is so strong that it 
prevents Egyptians from taking seriously 
the British argument that the canal zone 
is an indispensable base for the defence 
of Egypt and other Middle Eastern 

this argument is supported by America, 
France, and Turkey. When the Wafdist 
Government denounced the treaty of 
1936 and the condominium agreements on 
the Sudan, it was supported by the great 
bulk of articulate Egyptian opinion. When 
Britain made it quite clear that she pro¬ 
posed to hold fast to the canal zone until 
such time as the four-Power plan for the 
defence of the Middle East takes shape, 
the Egyptian Government came face to 
face with a dilemma. Its regular forces 
were not strong enough to expel the British 
troops. At the same time, if it stood still 
and did nothing, it would be fatally com¬ 
promised in nationalist eyes. It therefore 
set out to make the position of British 
forces in the canal zone impossible by 
withdrawing Egyptian labour both from 
the zone and from the canal itself, and 
by encouraging a “ national movement of 
resistance” among the civil population 
against British troops. 

There already existed in the zone several 
groups round which the movement has 
been built up. The first is an element that 
has long existed by pilfering dumps of 
stores, and was ready to. turn its hand to 
anything that promised a chance of legal¬ 
ized looting. The second is the local 
branch of the Muslim Brotherhood, eager 
to express its fanatical zealotry and hatred 
of the west by attacking the British 
wherever they could be found. The third 
are the local Communists. From these, 
reinforced from Cairo and other large 
centres, the resistance has been built up. Its 
enthusiasm has been maintained partly by 
official encouragement from the capital— 
which has forbidden local Egyptian 
authorities to take action against it—and 
partly by a Press campaign which praises 
the exploits of "national heroes” and 
exaggerates the damage done to the 
British. Perhaps the saddest feature is the 
recruitment of “ commandos ’’ from uni¬ 
versity students, who are taught bomb¬ 
making, sabotage, and sniping, and 
hurried off to the canal zone to risk their 
lives. The result is a state of affairs in 
Cairo which is nothing less than a compe¬ 
tition in extremism and in which the 
Government must take the lead or find 
itself powerless. Yet in working up this 

Nahas Pasha and his colleagues are 
raising the daemons of a social revolution 
of which they and the class that they repre¬ 
sent may be the victims. Attacks on the 
corruption and maladministration of the 
Wafdist Government appear in the same 
newspapers that take the lead in inciting 

the population to crimes of violence in the 


When Hafez Afifi Pasha became chief 
of the Royal Cabinet and Amr Pasha 
was made adviser on foreign affairs, it 
became clear that the Kino had decided 
to provide himself with the best counsel 
at his disposal in case the national interest 
should oblige him to exercise the powers 
which he enjoys under the Egyptian con¬ 
stitution. So long as the Wafdist Govern¬ 
ment remains in authority, however, it is 
its policy, not the policy of the Palace, 
that guides the destinies of Egypt Hafez 
Afift Pasha made this quite clear last 
week when he received the National Pact 
Committee—a body whose programme 
rules out negotiations with Britain, 
demands an economic boycott, and invites 
alliance with Russia. There are no doubt 
many people in Egypt who would wel. 
come the restoration of the old friendly! 
relations with Britain, Only last week 
Azzam Pasha, the Secretary-general of 
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U.N. ATTITUDE TO 
PALESTINE 


ARAB REPROACHES 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 


PARIS, Jan. 10 

The debate on Palestine at the Palais de 
Chaillot has brought little indication of a 
final settlement between Israel and the 
Arab States, and the United Nations itself 
is coming under a good deal of crossfire 
from their mutual recriminations. 

Arab reproaches are levelled at the General 
Assembly for not having obtained compliance 
with its decisions in such matters as the repatri¬ 
ation of refugees and the drafting of an inter¬ 
national statute for Jerusalem, and here the 
extreme view is that if the United Nations has 
intervened with force in Korea it is all the 
lps able to remain passive in the face of 
‘ Zionist aggression ” in the Near East. Israeli 
arguments tend to take the line that previous 
decisions of the Assembly in many of these 
matters are so much water over the dam and 
that no solution is likely without agreement 
among the parties—agreement which, it is 
stated, Israel is always ready to seek by direct 
negotiation. 


ARAB REFUGEES 

. 1° spite of all this rancour, positive progress 
ts expected with the Arab refugee problem, 
which will come up for later discussion, from 
proposals for a relief programme of $250m. 
under which the Governments concerned 
would be assisted during the next three years 
with plans for the “ reintegration ” of refugees. 
It is admitted by most members, naturally 
with the exception of the Arab States, that 
any idea of their repatriation on a large scale 
has become unrealistic. 

. The .Assembly’s ad hoc political committee 
is at present discussing draft proposals, in 
which Britain has joined, again urging the 
parties to settle their differences, and main- 
taining the United Nations conciliation com¬ 
mission in its functions, though it would now 
transfer its headquarters to New York and 
amply leave a representative in Jerusalem. 
The commission has reported that agreement 
might still be sought on the basis of its pro¬ 
posals submitted last summer in Paris catling 
for the reciprocal cancellation of claims for 
war damages, the repatriation by Israel of a 
specified number of Arab refugees, and the 
payment by Israel of a “ global sum ” in 
compensation for abandoned property. 

* proposals are roundly rejected by the 
Arab States as “ pro-Jewish,” and obviously 
the underlying Arab fear is that they would 
merely encourage *' massive ” Jewish immi¬ 
gration and constitute an ever-present threat 
to adjacent Arab areas. Egypt argues that 
anything less than the absolute rights of 
refugees to repatriation would constitute a 

blatant injustice,” and that the payment of 
a token sum in compensation would in effect 
be making Israel a gift of Arab property. 

A long statement in these terms was made 
to-day by the delegate of Iraq, who, speaking 
of the deep sense of injustice of Arab refugees, 
asked why economic and political sanctions 
should not be imposed against Israel as a 
means of inducing her to comply with the 
Assembly s resolutions. The Colombian dele¬ 
gate feared that Palestine might still become 
1 »* me l “ at " set the world on fire.” 

Mr. A. S. Eban, the Israeli delegate, takes 
me view that the political situation in the Near 
East is “ unfortunate but not disastrous,” and 
he remarked yesterday that the armistice 
system remains secure. His main reproach 
against the Arab States was that for three 
years they had refused to discuss any matter 
with their “ sister State ” of Israel. The con¬ 
ciliation commission had never seen the parties 
together in one room, and no effort had shaken 
the tenacious refusal of the Arabs to sit down 
with Israeli delegates. 

Mr. Eban remarked that in spite of Israel’s 
rate of immigration it still had only 200 inhabi¬ 
tants to the square mile, and he denied that 
density of population made for warlike poli¬ 
cies. A great two-way movement of popula¬ 
tion was under way in the Near East. Rather 
? a million Arabs had left Israel 

and 300,000 Jews had come to Israel from 
Arab territories, including 100,000 from Iraq, 
which so far had taken very few of the Arab 
refugees. 


EGYPTIAN CHARGE 

He referred to the “ unwarranted ” charge 
of Egypt that Arabs had suffered brutal treat¬ 
ment in Israel, and asked by what logic Arab 
refugees were now to be forced back to such 
alleged brutality. He took the view that the 
conciliation commission had no longer any use¬ 
ful function to perform, and emphasized the 
peace-making “ potential ” of the armistice 
system; at any time the parties in the mixed 
armistice commissions could take steps towards 
agreement, and the refugee problem could be 
left to the existing works and relief agency. It 
would be better, in sura, to make a fresh start. 

The Assembly will meet in plenary session 
to-morrow to take action on a number of com¬ 
mittee decisions, including the western dis¬ 
armament proposals to which Mr. Vyshinsky 
apparently is to revive the Soviet amendments. 
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HOPE OF EGYPTIAN 
MODERATES 


ELASTICITY IN WESTERN 
DIPLOMACY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 20 

The Egyptian Press is disappointed to 
find nothing in the statement on the meet¬ 
ings between Mr. Churchill and President 
Truman which Egypt has not read before, 
and the Egyptian lack of interest in any¬ 
thing other than total evacuation of the 
canal zone by the British and the union of 
the Sudan with Egypt under the Egyptian 
Crown is again duly emphasized. 

But it is hoped in moderate circles that the 
joint Anglo-American reiteration of the four- 
Power approach does not exclude some elas¬ 
ticity by the United Kingdom on details, and 
future diplomatic exchanges in Cairo will be 
closely watched. Responsible circles here 
would feel encouraged if more emphasis could 
be placed by the western Powers on Egypt’s 
own role in the defence of the canal zone, and 
on the training and equipment of Egyptian 
military forces to replace the British within a 
specified time. The Sudan issue is held to have 
been simplified by Egypt’s acceptance of a 
plebiscite, and it is thought that the United 
Kingdom should now make a gesture to 
Egyptian sentiment by conceding the King’s 
title without prejudice to the right of the self- 
governing Sudanese eventually to decide for 
themselves the status of their country. 

There are still no signs, however, that the 
Wafd Government is interested in a compro- 
mise settlement. The credit taken in the 
Ministry of the Interior's nightly communique 
for attacks on the British forces in the canal 
zone implies a negative attitude to the restart¬ 
ing of negotiations. The general feeling in 
Cairo is that the Government has exhausted 
so much credit, both in foreign and in home 
affairs, that it cannot accept anything which 
would lose it support from the extremists of 
the right and left. 

WAFD TACTICS 

Opposition leaders have been emboldened 
by the failure of the Wafd’s methods to for¬ 
ward the achievement of national aspirations, 
but not yet to the point of giving a clear lead 
to the country. Inspired hints that a national 
Government might have to be brought into 
being assume that on the nationalist issue a 
successor Government can look forward to 
dealing with the western Powers on more 
favourable terms than have been offered to 
the Wafd Government. 

Nahas Pasha’s Government has, of course, 
been put on its guard by the appointments 
of Hafiz Afifi Pasha and Amr Pasha as chief 
of the Royal Cabinet and foreign affairs 
adviser respectively. Opposition circles fear 
that Ministers would contrive to forestall a 
conciliatory move by the west with some new 
action which the general public would acclaim 
on patriotic grounds. It is at least fairly 
certain that the Wafd. if it leaves office, will 
try to do so in a blaze of patriotic glory 
which would make it as difficult as possible 
for a successor Government to restore the 
security of the country and enter into realistic 
negotiations with the western Powers. 
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MR. EDEN ON SOVIET METHODS 
AND DOCTRINE 


WARNING TO CHINESE IN S.E. ASIA 

Mr. Eden, speaking in New York yesterday, said that the danger 
of world war was less than it was one or two years ago. 

Britain had given every evidence of solidarity with western 
Europe—he pointed to her formidable rearmament programme—but 
joining a European federation was “ something we know in our bones 
we cannot do.” 

A Chinese Communist intervention by force in south-east Asia 
would create a situation no less menacing than that which the United 
Nations had met in Korea, and the United Nations should be equally 
solid in resisting it. J 
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DEFENCE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 


ARAB LEAGUE PACT 
AS BASIS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Jan. 11 

A statement by Ibrahim Farag Pasha, 
acting Foreign Minister, in to-day’s news¬ 
papers is interesting because of the hint 
that Egypt is ready to cooperate with the 
western Powers in a Middle East defence 
scheme provided that it is based on the 
Arab League’s collective security pact. 

The Middle East command proposed by the 
four Powers is, according to Farag Pasha, quite 
Unnecessary. The elastic nature of the Arab 
League pact permits its enlargement to in¬ 
clude the western Powers, whose role would 
be to give Egypt and the Arab States the 
armaments and munitions they need and to 
contribute to training their armies. One year 
would be enough, Farag Pasha optimistically 
declares, to equip those armies to take over 
the defence of the Middle East against aggres¬ 
sion and to relieve the western Powers of all 
anxieties on that score. Egypt’s cooperation 
in this form would, of course, depend on the 
concession by the United Kingdom of he: 
national demands on evacuation of the canal 
zone and also, Farag Pasha makes clear, on 
“ the inseparable ” question of the Sudan. 

WARNING TO WEST 

It is noted that Farag Pasha’s statement at 
least abandons the neutrality theme and sug¬ 
gests that proposals from the western Powers 
on the lines of those being canvassed by Nuri 
es-Said Pasha, Prime Minister of Iraq, might 
be acceptable as the basis of a settlement of 
the defence issue. It is also a warning, how¬ 
ever, that if the western Powers hope to work 
out practical arrangements with this or another 
Egyptian Government for a future canal zone 
base they will need to sweeten the pill with a 
concession to Egyptian sentiment on the 
Sudan. 

In this connexion the Egyptian Press hints 
that American official opinion disagrees with 
the British Government’s attempt to separate 
the two questions, and has urged that King 
Farouk’s new title could be recognized by the 
United Kingdom without any violation of the 
history or spirit of the condominium. Cer¬ 
tainly British policy could be said to be 
deficient in realism if, as is commonly heard 
here, it is believed that only intervention by 
the Palace can bring about a change of 
policy in Egypt that will permit the ending of 
the present explosive situation in the canal 
zone and the attainment of a Middle East 
defence system. 
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EGYPTIAN ATTEMPT 
TO EXPEL TRADER 


REJECTION OF BRITISH 
PROTEST 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 13 

The Foreign Ministry has delivered a 
Note to the British Embassy replying to 
the Embassy’s protest against the Egyptian! 
authorities’ attempt to expel from Egypt a 
trader of Greek descent, Nikolas Papas- 
tratis, who is a British citizen. 

Papastratis has been in Egypt for more than 
30 years, but on the ground that he was co¬ 
operating with the British forces he was arrested 
at Ismailia. His residence visa was removed, 
and he was being taken to Port Said for expul- 1 
sion when British troops released him at a 
road block and gave him sanctuary in a British 
camp. I 

Last Wednesday the Embassy protested thatl 
| international law and usage did not permit 
such arbitrary expulsion. The Ministry now 
rejects the contention, saying that foreign 
nationals must respect the feelings of a 
country “ kind enough to give them 
sanctuary.” 

The position of foreign nationals who had 
been resident in Egypt before 1932 was from 
1936 to 1949 regulated by the Montreux Con¬ 
vention, and although Egypt gave no written 
undertaking it was wrongly assumed that to 
regulate their position she would negotiate the 
establishment of treaties before 1949. Her 
action regarding Papastratis is therefore not 
illegal, but is contrary to international usage, 
which usually considers that foreigners of long 
l residence can be expelled only after conviction 
by courts for serious offences. 

It is implied in a statement made to the 
Press in Athens by the Egyptian Ambassador 
there, Adly Bey Andrawos, that Egypt does not 
intend to establish treaties *• because they are 
psychologically inopportune,” but he argues 
that a new law proposed in Egypt to regulate 
foreign residence would give the Greeks, and 
presumably others, greater security. Greece is 
involved in the present situation because two 
Greeks were with Papastratis. The Greek 
Government s position is difficult, however, for 
u has a large population in Egypt. j 
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is perhaps peculiar in having given birth 
to various brands of Communism, but the 

uniformity and orthodoxy which 8 would 
render the movement more formidable. 


tions and means of Communist China. 
While anti-western feeling is real and is 
being ably exploited, the programme of 
revolt in Malaya and to some extent in 

Burma is "straight” Communism; even 
in Indo-China it has lost much of its 
former plainly nationalist aspect and is 
tending to move in the same direction. 
Everywhere the menace might grow greatly 
and suddenly if the Chinese decided to take 
a direct hand. Vet everywhere, too, if re¬ 
sistance to assault or infiltration is to be 
locally and popularly founded, wisdom 
and understanding, as well as the skilful 
use of force, will be required of the 


Shadow Boxing 

Mr. Vyshinsky is fighting hard and 
| skilfully in the United Nations Assembly 
to regain the initiative which he lost to 
the western Powers during the month 
before Christmas. Almost every day he 
makes new proposals, some of them 
genuine, but most of them specious, and all 
intended either to embarrass or provoke 
the western nations. On Saturday his con¬ 
tribution was to present a new version of 
the “ peace plan ” which he had originally 
put forward on November 8. Three points 
in his plan remain the same—that the 
Assembly should declare membership of 
the North Atlantic Treaty incompatible 
with membership of the United Nations, 
that the Korean war should be brought 
to an end immediately and all foreign 
troops withdrawn within three months, 
and that the five great Powers—China is 
the fifth—should sign a “peace pact” 
The fourth point in the original list, a 
proposal to abolish atomic weapons and 
“ substantially ” reduce other armaments, 
has now been altered and expanded. It is 
on this subject that Mr. Vyshinsky made 
what he called a “ tremendous step for- 

It may be said at once that the latest 
Soviet proposals contain two concessions. 
The Soviet Government no longer insists 
that atomic weapons should be abolished 
and destroyed before a system of inter¬ 
national control has been established and 
is content that the ban should become 
effective only when the system of control 
is ready to begin work. Secondly, it is 
now ready to accept “ continuing ” instead 
of ” periodic ” inspection of atomic plants. 
This means presumably that inspectors 

could visit any plant at any time instead 
of making prearranged visits to stated 
places. Mr. Vyshinsky was careful to 
add that “ the organization should not be 
entitled to interfere in the domestic affairs 
of States," as of course the control system 
proposed by the western nations would 
do. Under the western plan the inter¬ 
national authority would not only have 
far-reaching rights of inspection but would 
actually have control, if not ownership, 
of all mines and factories engaged in the 
production of atomic energy. 

If it were merely a matter of abolishing 
and controlling atomic weapons these 
Soviet concessions might encourage some 
hope of agreement, even though there are 


responsible both for arranging the final 
transfer of power and for settling the 
future relationship of the Sudan with 
other countries. The Sudanese people 
will be free to set up a monarchy or a 
republic, to fain Egypt_or to remain inde¬ 
country or with none. Britain’s task 
during the last months of her .mission in 
the Sudan will be limited to maintaining 
an efficient administration and to ensuring 
that the Sudanese people are free to 
choose their political future. This state¬ 
ment has had a good effect; but politics in 
the Sudan are so bedevilled by personal, 
religious, and group rivalries that many 
who have no real doubts about the 
sincerity of Britain in committing herself 


soviet concessions might encourage some 
hope of agreement, even though there are 
still many reservations in the Soviet plan. 
Unfortunately this is not so. The whole 
point of the western case is that it is impos¬ 
sible to abolish the atomic bomb or any 
other weapon, or even to reduce them, 
until it is known and proved what are the 
total armaments possessed by each coun¬ 
try. The aim is a balanced reduction 
by stages after a census of arms has been 
made. On this subject Mr. Vyshinsky 
was as obstinate as ever. He still demands 
that the five Great Powers should reduce 
all their arms by a third within one year 
and that this should be done before an 
arms census has been taken. In other 
words the Soviet Government wants the 
kind of disarmament which would leave 
the Soviet Union relatively stronger than 
the western Powers, and the western 
Powers want the kind of disarmament 
which would allow them to catch up with 
the Soviet Union. While this disparity 


Uncertainty in the Sudan 
Distrust and uncertainty reign in the 
Sudan. It was at first thought that the 
Egyptian plan for a constitution vesting 
all real power in Cairo had seriously 
shaken the influence of the Ashigga party, 
which upholds the "unity of the Nile 
Valley," but the Egyptian Foreign Mini¬ 
ster s suggestion of a plebiscite vague 
and unsatisfactory though it is, has given 
the Ashigga a new, if specious, argument. 
In theory, all political parties in the Sudan, 
irrespective of their programmes want 
a plebiscite to settle the future of their 
country, though there are marked divi¬ 
sions of opinion about when it should be 
held and what exactly it ought to settle. 
Ibe Umma party.however.has demanded 
i ku ,f 8y P t,an constitutional propo¬ 
se fs held withdrawn before an y Piebis- 
Among the intelligentsia of the northern 
Sudan, opinion is sharply divided about 
the form that independence, when it 
comes, ought to take. None doubts that it 
ought to come as soon as possible. Distrust 
of Britain s proposals for creating a self- 
governing Sudan is partly die result of a 
belief that Britain, however much she mav 
be committed to political advance in the 
Sudan, will never lack good reasons for 
delaying the transfer of authority to 
Sudanese hands. It is partly the result 
also of what has happened in Libya, which 
IS believed to have attained complete 
independence so quickly because of 
United Nations pressure on Britain and 
France. Some of the most enthusiastic 
supporters of Sudanese independence now 
think that the best way to realize their 
aspirations is to persuade the United 
Nations forthwith to take the place of the 
present Sudanese Government. At the 
same time, the Communists have lately 


When the county delegates come to 
London next week for the annual meeting 
of the National Fanners’ Union they will 
voice anxieties about the present drift of 
the agricultural industry. Resolutions sent 
by the county branches show that farmers 
are concerned about their immediate 
financial position, particularly in dairying, 
and still more worried about the prospects 
of maintaining a high level of output 
from the poorer soils in face of mounting 
costs of production. The Lincolnshire 
branch records alarm at signs of.a decline 
in output and calls for a system of pay¬ 
ment which, while encouraging farmers on 
better land to produce to the full, will offer 
a form of return for risk and effort to that 
majority of farmers who, for reasons beyond 
their control, are compiled in the national 
interest lo farm at higher proportionate costs 
for lower than average yields. 

This seems to be a plea for restoring acre¬ 
age payments on such crops as wheat and 
potatoes which, by giving part of the price 
in this form, served in the war years and 
afterwards to even returns a little between 
the high yield and low yield farms. There 
is no doubt of the need to-day for full 
production from all classes of land, and 
there are big acreages that could again be 
cultivated advantageously for the produc¬ 
tion of coarse grains, which are now so 
extremely costly to import, but farmers 
are by no means unanimous about acreage 
payments and many welcomed the decision 
of the last Government to return to 
straight prices. 

Under the terms of the Agriculture Act 
the guaranteed prices should recoup 
average production costs and leave most 
farmers a reasonable profit The farmer 
on good land and able to exercise a high 
degree of skill who does extra well can 
be expected to pay his taxes as cheerfully 
as other successful businessmen. In spite 
of the strictures of Mr. Stanley Evans 
with his latest quip that “ a man farming 
good land can spend half his time in a 
deck chair and still make profits ” it is no 
crime to prosper in fanning; but, as Lord 
Carrinoton, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, has 
reminded Warwickshire farmers, “ there is 
no room for the inefficient farmer." The 
Minister of Agriculture will be justified 
in asking the county agricultural executive 
committees to take stem action so that 
higher standards of farming are observed 

everywhere. 

At the beginning of October 1,584 
farmers in England and Wales were under 
official supervision for failure to comply 
with the rules of good husbandry, but 
during the previous year only sixty-eight 
farmers had been required to give up their 
farms on the grounds of bad husbandry. 
In a letter this morning Lord Bledisloe 
points out that, whereas in the old days 
bad farmers would have been forced out 
of business by their ill-success, now they 
have 

possessing them”contemplated b™h?Agricuh 
ture Act. 1947, having proved in practice to be 


home food production for which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has asked 
is a modest goal, and the farming industry 
could undoubtedly do much more to help 
right the balance of oversea payments. It 
is unfortunate that the N.F.U. annual 
meeting comes before Ministers have 
announced their plans. Time runs on and 
the spring sowing seas on approaches. 

The Gelid Cistern 

There is nothing like an emergency for 
testing theory. A sudden failure of 
household heating, which is not unusual 
in these days, throws a sharp and cmel 
light, for instance, on the theory that every 
Briton worth his salt revels in a cold bath. 
The belief in a willingness to immerse 
himself in cold water, even on a winter 
morning, is part of the Briton’s equipment, 
even though he may not have done much 
revelling of this kind since his schooldays. 
It is therefore a shock to discover how 
rapid and unhesitating, when the choice' is 
presented between a cold bath and no 
bath at all, is the selection of the second 
of those alternatives. Nor is the shock 
lessened when tactful inquiries among a 
varied circle of friends reveal that for all 
of them the cold bath is a thing long 
discontinued. Individuals may even be 
found nowadays who have given up their 
cold bath not from weakness but 
deliberately, because they regard it as a 
vice into which, they trust, they will never 

Little seems to have been written about 
this chilly custom, which now seems to 
have been taken too much for granted. 
The sonorous prose of the encyclopaedia, 
it is true, proclaims that “ Cold baths act 
by refrigeration," and adds—with a 
moderate degree of reassurance—"the 
colder the water is, and the more 
powerful and depressing its effects, 
the quicker and more active is the 
reaction.” It is, of course, just that power¬ 
ful and depressing refrigeration that 
marks off the practice from other tradi¬ 
tional pastimes. Only the grandiloquent 
eighteenth-century blank verse of Dr. 
John Armstrong does it justice:— 

Against the rigore of a damp cold heav'n 
To fortify their bodies, some frequent 
The gelid cistern; and, where nought forbids, 
1 praise their dauntless heart. A frame k> 


ul i mac unions, unoer soviet influence. 
Propaganda critical of Britain’s “ imperial¬ 
ist ambitions ” is beginning to demand the 
immediate end of British administration. 
On the other side, however, are the Umma 
party and the Republican party—a new 
group that includes both town and country 
elements in an organization that cuts 
across the old Ansar-Khatmia sectarian 
rivalry. These support the Government's 
programme of constitutional advance. 

Thus the main issue is one of confidence. 
Sir James Robertson, the Civil Secretary 
of the Sudan Government, has restated 
the British intention to set up before 
the end of the year a self-governing 
constitution with a Cabinet of Sudanese 


That breathe the Tertian or fell Rheumatism. 
Yet even the doctor himself had his doubts, 
since he added, sensibly enough, “ But all 
things have their bounds.” Clearly the 
habit is now in need of urgent re-examina¬ 
tion, and should that examination prove 
—as, it seems, it might well prove—to be 
a post mortem, then another British insti¬ 
tution, once elevated almost to the status 
of a moral quality, will have gone. One 
thing, however, seems certain. However 
rare the brave spirits ready to plunge into 
the gelid cistern may have become there 
will never be any lack of earnest and 
worthy elders, anxious for the national 
fibre, to urge upon the younger generation 
its immediate personal duty to do so. 
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SAUDI-ARABIAN 

CONCERN 


REPORTED APPROACH 
TO EGYPT 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The possibility of King Abdul-Aziz A1 
Saud using his good offices in Cairo to 
bring about an Anglo-Egyptian under¬ 
standing was raised last week when the 
Saudi-Arabian Ambassador delivered a 
letter from the King to Nahas Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, and reports 
reaching London yesterday again indicate 
Saudi-Arabian intervention in the dispute. 
' Thcre seems every reason to suppose that 
King Abdul-Aziz, like Nun Pasha, the Iraq 
Prime Minister, is becoming increasingly con¬ 
cerned by the serious deterioration in Anglo- 
Egyptian relations, with the consequent threat 
to the security of the Middle East, but the 
Foreign Office were unable yesterday to throw 
any light on the precise way in which the Saudi- 
Arabian ruler may be attempting to ease the 
situation. In fact, no formal proposals seem 
to have reached London so far. There seems 
however, no ground for supposing that, except 
for their general aim, there* is any connexion 
in content between the possible Saudi-Arabian 
proposals and those believed to have been put 
forward by the Iraq Prime Minister when he 
was in London last week. 

The Iraq proposals were understood to be 
aimed at satisfying Egyptian aspirations, while 
relating Middle East defence to western defence, 
and to have allow-ed for economic and techni¬ 
cal assistance. The need for relating Middle 
East defence to western defence is, of course 
the basis of the British attitude. 


1 



Saudi-Arabian Concern. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Tuesday, Jan 15, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52209. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS70340143 


2 



EGYPT’S TERMS FOR 
SETTLEMENT 


CAIRO DISCUSSIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. IS 

No matter what the position may be in 
the canal zone, a full-scale guerrilla war, 
with an accompaniment of “ massacres ” 
I and “ martyrs,” is being fought to-day by 
the Cairo editors. 

The general tone of the Press perceptibly 
deteriorates. Allegations — already firmly 
denied by the British authorities in the canal 
zone—that Egyptians captured in the fighting 
there have been tortured have been followed 
by veiled warnings in two Cairo newspapers 
to-night that reprisals may be visited upon 
British civilians in Egypt. 

A sense of deepening crisis is relieved only 
by the unanimous interest shown by the 
Egyptian Press in proposals said to have been 
made by King Abdul-Aziz A1 Saud for an 
Anglo-Egyptian. settlement. Ministers and 
the chief of the Royal Cabinet are consulting 
on the terms, which, it is stated, will be sent 
this week. It is not clear whether King 
Abdul-Aziz’s message to Egypt went much 
beyond an admonition that a settlement with 
the United Kingdom is desirable in the in¬ 
terests of Middle East security. The news¬ 
papers, however, all credit King Abdul-Aziz 
with having made suggestions on lines very 
similar to those understood to have been can¬ 
vassed by Nuri Pasha, the Prime Minister of 
Iraq. That may be a way of hinting that 
the Iraqi Prime Minister’s proposals are 
acceptable as a basis for negotiation if pre¬ 
sented from a source other than a Hashemite 
kingdom. The Wafd’s most powerful news¬ 
paper, Al Misri, even discusses quite calmly 
the suggestion, said to be favoured in certain 
quarters of the regime, that Amr Pasha, the 
recalled Ambassador who is now foreign 
affairs adviser to the Royal Cabinet, should 
return to London to take formal delivery of 
concessions won through Egypt’s national 
struggle. 

The police to-day dispersed with tear-gas 
a large anti-British demonstration by students 
on the occasion of the funeral of a Misr Air 
Lines pilot who was killed in the fighting in 
the canal zone. 

Cairo. Jan. 15.—The Iraqi Minister to 
Egypt, El Sayed Najib El Rawi, said to-day 
his country was continuing its efforts to 
secure a settlement of Arab problems, particu¬ 
larly the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. He 
returned here to-day from Baghdad with 
a message to King Farouk from the Regent of 
Iraq. The Minister said he proposed to resume 
contacts with the Egyptian authorities to seek 
a settlement of Arab problems, particularly 
the dispute between Britain and Egypt. “ These 
efforts are continuing and I hope they will 
succeed,” he declared. 

The Chamber of Deputies to-night unani¬ 
mously approved by a show of hands a Gov¬ 
ernment draft Bill banning collaboration with 
the British forces, whose presence in Egypt is 
declared illegal. The draft Bill makes it illegal 
to conclude contracts for the supply of machi¬ 
nery, foodstuffs, or building materials to the 
j British forces, or for the giving of transport 
[ facilities or the leasing of land.— Reuter, 
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EARNINGS IN EGYPT 
M LOWEST IN WORLD M 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, Jan. 15 
In a lecture this evening before the Royal 
Club of Commerce, Mohamed Said Bey. 
director-general of Customs, said Egypt's 
earning capacity at present is £600m. a year. 
Based on a population of 20 millions this 
meant an average annual earning of £30, the 
lowest in the world. Four million people 
earned not more than £1 a month, and four to 
five million not more than £2. Remedies to im¬ 
prove the position should include a back-to- 
the-land policy. He believed that two million 
more acres could be cultivated at little expense. 

AID SOUGHT FOR SUEZ 
CANAL TRAFFIC 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
• 

It was learnt at the Foreign Office that the 
request made to Norway for aid to keep the 
Suez Canal traffic moving freely has now also 
been put to Dutch representatives in London. 
There have been reports that other western 
Governments have also been asked for their 
assistance, but there was no confirmation of 
this in London yesterday. No doubt some 
other soundings have been taking place. In 
the absence of the necessary Egyptian port 
labour the Royal Navy has had the task of 
maintaining canal traffic. Technical staff, such 
as navigation pilots, and harbour officials to 
control congestion at the ports, could be of 
great service 


INVALIDS 

Sir Archibald Sinclair, who has a severe 
chill, was stated yesterday to be making slow 
but steady progress. 
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GREEK AND TURKISH 
FORCES IN N.A.T.O. 


EARLY INTEGRATION 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports reaching London yesterday 
suggest that the Anglo-American attitude 
to Turkish membership in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization was decided 
at the recent talks in Washington between 
Mr. Churchill and President Truman. 
Subject to the agreement of the other 
Atlantic Powers, it now seems settled that 
Greek and Turkish forces should be inte¬ 
grated soon in General Eisenhower’s com¬ 
mand in Europe. An announcement to 
this effect is likely to follow the Lisbon 
conference of the N.A.T.O. Powers on 
February 16. 

Since the visit to Ankara last October 
of Field-Marshal Sir William Slim, 
Genera! Bradley, and General Lechhres 
some doubt has prevailed as to the 
manner in which this integration would 
take place. Turkey wished to join 
General Eisenhower’s command first and 
then take her place in the projected Middle 
East command; the western Powers 
seemed to favour her direct adherence to 
the Middle East command, without par¬ 
ticipation its the Atlantic defence system. 

Ml Kopriilii, the Turkish Foreign Minister, 
put his Government’s case unequivocally on 
January 7 when he stated that Turkey could 
not accept any discriminating treatment regard¬ 
ing her membership of N.A.T.O., and could 
not admit that her joining the pact was con¬ 
ditional on joining the Middle feist command. 
His country, he insisted, should become a 
member of Supreme Headquarters, Allied 
Powers in Europe, with equal rights. “ The 
Middle East command was still a project, and 
no political or military plans could be built 
on it, while S.H.A.P.E. was already a reality.” 

Now that it has been decided in principle 
that Turkey and Greece should place their 
force - ; under S.H.A.P.E., the complicated and 
baffling military implications will have to be 
thrashed out by the Turkish General Staff and 
the western military leaders. The question 
that immediately arises is the proportion of 
Greek and Turkish forces that should come 
under S.H.A.P.E. While Greece might 
possibly fit into the responsibility of 
Admiral Carney, who is in' charge under 
General Eisenhower of security in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. the Supreme Commander can hardly 
be expected to direct anything more than a 
small proportion of the Turkish forces from 
Versailles. 

The Anglo-American decision on Turkish 
integration in S.H.A.P.E. does not, of course, 
hff®Jt the desirability of setting up a separate 
Middle East command atong the lines pro¬ 
posed to Egypt, in which Turkey can be ex¬ 
pected to participate. What it does seem to 
do, however, is to satisfy Turkey that, over and 
above any Middle East responsibilities Turkey 
i ! s prepared to shoulder, the western countries 
; implicitly recognize their common responsi¬ 
bilities for Turkish security. 

j from our own correspondent 

ISTANBUL, Jan 16 

Mr. George McGhee, the new American 
Ambassador, presented his letters of credence 
yesterday to President Jelal Bayar, and sub¬ 
sequently had a long conversation with him 
in the presence of Mr. Kopriilii, the Foreign 
Minister. 
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GUARDS SEARCH EGYPTIAN 
VILLAGES 


SENIOR POLICE OFFICER DETAINED 

British troops yesterday strengthened their control of the Tel-el- 
Kebir area of Egypt. In the largest operation of its kind since the 
dispute began, the 1st Guards Brigade searched two villages from 
which the terrorists launched their attacks last week-end. A number 
of suspects were arrested. 

Among those held by the British troops was the inspector-general 
of the Egyptian police ad mini stration. He said he was inspecting 
police forces in the area. 


ACTION TO CHECK 
TERRORISTS 

ARMS STORE FOUND 

From Our Special Correspondent 
TEL-EL-KEBIR, Jan. 16 

Troops of the 1st Guards Brigade, 
supported by jet fighters, tanks, armoured 
cars, and artillery, to-day occupied aDd 
searched the twin villages of Tel-el-Kebir 
and El Hammada, from which the 
Egyptian “National Liberation Army" 
launched its first major attacks on Satur¬ 
day and Monday. 

El Hammada, which is little more than 
a hamlet, was found to be garrisoned by 
force of some 130 Egyptian police, who 
at first offered resistance. They later 
surrendered ert masse after at least two 
constables had been killed, and among 
their officers was found to be Lewa 
Mohammed Abdu Raouf, inspector- 
general of the Egyptian police administra¬ 
tion. He tojd your Correspondent that he 
was on an inspection of police forces in; 
the area; both he and his men are to-night 
under British custody at Moascar, outside 
Ismailia. 

■Hie police station at El Hammada,. 
which would normally have a garrison of 
about 12 men, contained an armoury that j 
included 160 rifles, automatic weapons, 
and thousands of rounds of Italian-made | 
ammunition. A British statement issued 



to-night said the obvious inference was 
that these arms were being kept for the 
use of the “ Liberation Army,” and the 
reinforcement of the post had clearly been 
carried out with hostile intention towards 
the British. 

INQUIRY TO BE HELD 

During this morning's operations, the state¬ 
ment said, Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Erskine, commanding British troops in Egypt, 
had received several messages from the 
Ministry of the Interior to the effect that the 
police would forcibly resist attempts to clear 
the village of terrorists. The statement added 
that the policemen detained would be held until 
‘ a full inquiry has been held into the circum¬ 
stances under which fire was opened 

Brigadier W. L. Steele, who commands the I 
Guards Brigade, said this afternoon that the 
concentration of police strength in El 
Hammada seemed to show that the police 
had already been implicated in terrorist 
attacks launched from the village. At 
the same time there is evidence that 
the terrorists, some 70 of whom are 
thought to have left the village shortly 
before the search, had established some kind 
of ascendancy over the police authorities. An 
Egyptian found in one of the cells of the police 
station told your Correspondent that he had 
been placed there not by the police but by the 
Kataib (Liberation Army). 

Operation Ariadne, which was by far (he 
largest of its kind during the present disturb¬ 
ances in the canal zone, began at first light 
to-day when the 3rd Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. A. S. Robertson, crossed the Sweet 
Water Canal (here also known as (he Ismailia 
Canal) by a new Bailey bridge south of the 
Tcl-el-Kebir depot and threw a cordon round 
the villages. Armoured cars of The Royal 
Dragoons and four tanks also crossed the 
canal and took up positions in support; 25- 
pounder field guns and 17-pounder anti-tank 
guns were in positions north of the Sweet 
Water Canal. At 7 a.m. six Meteor jet fighters I 
appeared, and for several hours toAiay they 
flew low over the area in what is described as 
a " show of force.” 

SOLDIER WOUNDED 

There was some firing during the establish¬ 
ment of the cordon, and a member of one 
of the armoured crews was slightly wounded. 
When the cordon was complete troops of the 
3rd Battalion. Coldstream Guards entered the 
village, with Bren carriers and armoured troop 
carriers, and began a house-to-house search. 
Among the buildings entered was a l?rge house 
belonging to King Farouk, which includes 
the offices of the agent for his estates in the 
Tel-el-Kebir district. When the searching 
troops approached the police station in the 
cemre of El Hammada ihey were fired upon and 
returned the fire: but soon the police emerged 
to give themselves up and were led away, hands 
above their heads, for preliminary interrogation 
at the Tcl-el-Kebir railway station. 

The operation was completed without 
further incident. A number of suspects were 
arrested, but the villages had been partly, 
evacuated because of the recent engagements 
in the area, m the course of which a number 
of villagers are said to have lost their lives. 
It is. however, probable that the operation, 
with its impressive show of force, achieved its 
object of preventing the use of the villages for 
further large-scale terrorist operations. British 
troops are now astride both roads leading to 
the villages, and have extended their control 
over the open country south of the Sweet, 
Water Canal, through which guerrillas have 
undoubtedly been passing into the canal zone. 

At the same time, by dealing firmly with the 
Egyptia n police force in El Hammada and 


their distinguished visitor, the British authori¬ 
ties have given warning that they are not 
prepared to tolerate connivance with terrorism 
even from official bodies. 

It remains to be seen whether the operation 
has, as one officer suggesied this afternoon, 
nipped in the bud” the newly launched 
offensive of the “ National Liberation Army,” 
or whether the guerrillas, most of whom are 
safely in the delta country, will merely move 
their centre of operations elsewhere. In any 
case, they will be placed at a disadvantage by 
the stronger control now exercised by the 
British in the whole Tel-el-Kebir area; for the 
other main garrison areas in the canal zone, 
in which they might be expected to mount 
alternative attacks, are a great deal farlher 
trora the havens of Zagazig and the delta 
villages. The Egyptian police will also, no 
pondering to-night on the 
advisability of further alliance, whether as 
dominating or subservient partners, with the 
vicious young men of the liberation battalions. 

CROWN PRINCE BORN 
TO EGYPT 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY TO-DAY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 16 

A crown prince was bom to Egypt at 
6-20 a.m. to-day. Queen Narriman’s first 
child, a boy, has been named Prince 
Ahmed Fuad after his grandfather, the 
first King of Egypt, and as heir to the 
throne will bear the traditional title of 
Emir el Said. 

King Farouk, in announcing the birth to! 
the nation, said that he prayed God that “ id 
would be the prelude to the happiness and well! 
being of the nation and a good omen for the! 
country. He prayed that "God would 
remove the country's present embarrassment; 
°nd bring to it all success." 

Salutes of 101 guns were fired at Cairo, Porti 
bam, and Alexandria. Sir Ralph Stevenson, 1 
the British Ambassador, accompanied by his 
®{®“i was among the earliest callers at the 
Abdin Palace to offer congratulations. The 
Cabinet, at a special meeting, decreed a public 
holiday to-morrow, and decided that evciy 
male child born in Egypt to-day should receive 
a gift of £10. The sum of £30,000 will be 
distributed among families of Egyptians killed 
in the canal zone fighting, and a feast will be 
given to 100,000 poor throughout the country 
t the Government’s expense. 

NEWSPAPER COMMENT 
The newspapers reflect the public rejoicing 
• the birth of an heir to the Mohamed All 
dynasty and regard the event as auspicious for 
the success of Egypt’s “national struggle” 
against the British occupation. The advent 
of Emir el Said (Prince of Upper Egypt) will 
inspire Egyptians to go forward to glory, says 
commentator. Another writes that “it 
prove the torch which will guide the path 
. hose who are valiantly fighting Egypt's 
battle in the canal zone.” It would, perhaps, be 
more realistic to regard the AngJo-Egyptian 
quarrel as mainly a by-product of strains 
within Egypt itself, which as time goes on are 
being intensified rather than relieved by the 
violent methods which its Government has re¬ 
sorted to to retain the leadership of the country. 
The importance for Egypt of to-day’s happy 
event is that by securing succession to the 
throne it strengthens the only stable element, 
discernible in Egyptian national life. 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM 
THE KING 

Cairo. Jan. 16.—King George had sent his 
congratulations and those of the British Royal 
Family to King Farouk on the birth of Crown 
Prince Ahmed Fuad, a palace official said to- 

General Sir Brian Robertson, Comroander- 
in-Chief of the British Middle East Land 
Forces, also sent his congratulations to King 
Farouk, who is an honorary general in the 
British Army.— Reuter. 


EGYPT’S STERLING 
BALANCES 

£5M. RELEASED 

The release of £15m. of Egypt’s sterling 
balances has been requested, according to. 
a statement issued by the Treasury, but; 
only £5m. will be freed immediately. 

The statement says that requests were 
received through the Bank of England for the 
transfer to Egyptian current account of £10m. 
under Article 3 (2) and £5m. under Article 
3 (3) of the Sterling Releases Agreement of! 
July 1, 1951.- The Government “have 
decided, in accordance with their obligations 
under the agreement to agree to the transfer 
of the £5m. under Article 3 (3). No decision 
regarding the release of the £10m. under 
Article 3 (2), to which the same conditions do 
not apply, has been taken.” 

The Sterling Releases Agreement of 1951 
provided for the release of £175m. between; 
1951 and 1960 from the Egyptian sterling 
balances, which were estimated at £230m. at 
the time of the agreement. The release of 
£3Sm. of this sum was conditional. 

Article 3 (3) of the agreement provided fori 
the release of £5m. a year until 1960 whenever 
the balance in the free account of the Bank; 
of Egypt with the Bank of England fell below; 
£45m. The total amount released under this 
article up to I960 is limited to £3Sm. The! 
£5m. which the British Government have now 
agreed to release is the total for 1952 under 
this article. 

Article 3 (2) provided for the release of £10m. 
in each of the years 1952 to 1960, but did not 
specify any particular date in the year on which 
the release should be made. 

An Anglo-Egyptian Sterling Payments 
Agreement to govern ordinary current trade 
and other payments between residents of the 
sterling area and residents of Egypt was signed 
at the same lime, but this expired on Decem¬ 
ber 31,1951. It is understood that the Treasury 
is not at present considering its renewal. 
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CROWN PRINCE BORN 
TO EGYPT 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY TO-DAY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 16 

, A crown prince was bom to Egypt at 
|6j20 a.m. to-day. Queen Narriman’s first 
child, a boy, has been named Prince 
Ahmed Fuad after his grandfather, the 
first King of Egypt, and as heir to thel 
throne will bear the traditional title ofi 
. Emir el Said. 

King Farouk, in announcing the birth toi 
the nation, said that he prayed God that “ iti 
would be the prelude to the happiness and welli 
being of the nation and a good omen for thel 
country. He prayed that “ God would! 
remove the country’s present embarrassment: 
and bring to it all success.” 

Salutes of 101 guns were fired at Cairo, Port! 
Said, and Alexandria. Sir Ralph Stevenson, 1 
the British Ambassador, accompanied by his 
s tan> was among the earliest callers at the 
Aixhn Palace to offer congratulations. The 
Cabinet, at a special meeting, decreed a public 
holiday to-morrow, and decided that every 
male child bora in Egypt to-day should receive 
a gift of £10. The sum of £30,000 will be 
distributed among families of Egyptians killed 
in the canal zone fighting, and a feast will be 
given to 100,000 poor throughout the country 
at the Government’s expense. 


NEWSPAPER COMMENT 

The newspapers reflect the public rejoicing 
at the birth of an heir to the Mohamed Ali 
dynasty and regard the event as auspicious for 
the success of Egypt’s “national struggle” 
against the British occupation. The advent 
of Emir el Said (Prince of Upper Egypt) will 
inspire Egyptians to go forward to glory, says 
one commentator. Another writes that “ it 
will prove the torch which will guide the path 
of those who are valiantly fighting Egypt's 
battle in the canal zone.” It would, perhaps, be 
more realistic to regard the Anglo-Egyptian 
quarrel as mainly a by-producc of strains 
within Egypt itself, which as time goes on are! 
being intensified rather than relieved by the 
violent methods which its Government has re¬ 
ported to to retain the leadership of the country. 
The importance for Egypt of to-day’s happy 
, event is that by securing succession to the 
throne it strengthens the only stable element, 
l now discernible in Egyptian national life. 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM 
THE KING 

Cairo. Jan. 16.—King George had sent his 
congratulations and those of the British Royal 
Family to King Farouk on the birth of Crown 
Prince Ahmed Fuad, a palace official said to¬ 
night. 

General Sir Brian Robertson. Commander- 
in-Chief of the British Middle East Land 
Forces, also sent his congratulations to King 
Farouk, who is an honorary general in the) 
British Army.— Reuter. 


EGYPT’S STERLING 
BALANCES 


£5M. RELEASED 

The release of £15m. of Egypt’s sterling 
balances has been requested, according to 
a statement issued by the Treasury, but: 
only £5m. will be freed immediately. 

The Statement says that requests were 1 
received through the Bank of England for thel 
transfer to Egyptian current account of £10m. 
under Article 3 (2) and £5m. under Article! 
3 (3) of the Sterling Releases Agreement of| 
July 1, 1951. The Government “ have 
decided, in accordance with their obligations 
under the agreement to agree to the transfer 
of the £5m. under Article 3 (3). Mo decision 
regarding the release of the £10m. underl 
Article 3 (21, to which the same conditions do 
not apply, has been taken.” 

The Sterling Releases Agreement of 1951 
provided for the release of £175m. between: 
1951 and 1960 from the Egyptian sterling! 
balances, which were estimated at £230m. at 
the time of the agreement. The release of; 
£35m. of this sum was conditional. 

Article 3 (3) of the agreement provided fori 
the release of £5m. a year until 1960 whenever 
the balance in the free account of the Bank! 
of Egypt with the Bank of England fell below! 
£45m. The total amount released under this! 
article up to 1960 is limited to £35m. The! 
£5m. which the British Government have now 
agreed to release is the total for 1952 under! 
this article. 

Article 3 (2) provided for the release of £10m. 
in each of the years 1952 to 1960, but did not 
specify any particular date in the year on which 
the release should be made. 

An Anglo-Egyptian Sterling Payments 
Agreement to govern ordinary current trade 
and other payments between residents of the 
sterling area and residents of Egypt was signed 
at the same time, but this expired on Decem¬ 
ber 31,1951. It is understood that the Treasury 
is not at present considering its renewal. 
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MR. CHURCHILL ON BRITAIN’S M. FAURE ELECTED 
“ENDURING STRENGTH” PREMIER 


FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION OF U.S. AND 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

Mr. Churchill, in his address to the United States Congress 
yesterday, spoke of the enduring strength of Britain, and 
referred to the increasing fraternal association of the United States 
with Britain and the Commonwealth. 

He said that Britain and the United States were agreed that if 
the truce they all sought in Korea was reached only to be broken “ our 
response will be prompt, resolute, and effective.” 

It would help Britain if even token troops of other Powers in 
the proposed Middle East pact were stationed in the Suez Canal zone. 

Mr. Churchill told Congress, “I have not come to ask you for 
money to make life more comfortable for us in Britain . . . I have 
come not to ask for gold but for steel, not for favours but equipment.” 

TOKEN FORCES IN 

canal zone 


LARGE MAJORITY IN 
ASSEMBLY 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

From Our Own Correspondent 
PARIS, Jan. 17 

M. Edgar Faure, Minister of Justice in 
the outgoing Government, was elected 
Prime Minister in the National Assembly 
to-night by 401 votes to 101. This gives 
him a wide margin of support beyond the 
minimum of 314 votes which is consti¬ 
tutionally necessary. 

Leaving the Communists alone to vote 


flexibility in parliamentary practice^than 
General de Gaulle’s parry has hitherto 

M. Faure must now form a Government. It 

with the same men m the same posts. This 

“"“ft! : a '.PF' s “' *• ““ are “* 


A CONTROVERSIAL 
PROPOSAL 

From Our Own Correspondent \ 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 I 
Every member of Congress and every j 
official and diplomatic representative : 
entitled to be in the Chamber of the House 
of Representatives were there this morning 
to hear the Prime Minister's speech. Only 
the President, for whom there is no place, 
had to watch Mr. Churchill on television. 
And the comment was more bipartisan 
and unanimous than has been heard—or 
is likely to be heard—from Congress for 
many a long day. “A grand perform-j 
ance by a grand man"—the remark of. 
Senator Wiley, the senior Republican on i 
the Foreign Relations Committee—sum-1 
marized the general opinion, though there, 
were some who added the words “from 
the British point of view." 

The Prime Minister was in splendid form;: 
his^ voice was strong, and he hesitated seldom. i 
not seem tired, but was smiling at the applaud¬ 
ing members ol Congress he passed, and| 
appeared satisfied, as he well might have been, | 
spoke for 37 minutes aud was interrupted by j 


Korea. There have, however, been innumerable ] 
deviations in American policy since then. And I 
m saying that " our two countries are agreed 
that if ihe mice we seel, is reached only to j 
be broken our response will be prompt, rcso-! 
lute, and effective." he was, it appears, 
proclaiming a policy of giving solemn warn¬ 
ing to China—a policy which some people; 
here have been trying to suggest that Britain; 
accepted unwillingly, though there is no 


He spoke briefly of political institutions in 

injured if we did nor practise and develop 
what is cal ed in the United Slates the bi- 
partisan habit of mind." He paid a tribute 
to the late Senator Vandcnberg. the " father ” 
of American bipartisan foreign policy. 
thTtost Mmonths^anf^ ™w Sgtf 

Astounding changes had taken place in the 
" orld ,«"« he last addressed Congress in 
May. 1943. It was hard to believe they were 
living in the same world. Former allies had 
become foes. Former foes had become allies. 
Conquered nations had been liberated. 
Liberated nauons had become enslaved by 
Communism. 

NEW FORM OF TYRANNY 


chair. A successful barrister with 
a fine record during the occupation, he made 
re jus debut in politics in 1946. At the age of 

ly Minister since the liberation"^?djewHlngcst 
’Pi ever to hold that office since the republican 
I- regime was inaugurated after the war of 1870. 
te Although in the last Cabinet he held a non- 
” economic post, he made his name in the 
Assembly as a financier, first in^lhc finance 

in WAGES AND PRICES 

,e sutetantive passage!, of the speech in 

ie f ICD presented his programme were 

" problems, partly budgetary and partly consti- 
* rational, which had brought about the fall of 
^ M. Pleven. He proposed to secure the neces- 
?' sxnal 0 ^security ‘Mrykra^’ni" iongw'by “he 
y skeleton laws ” of M. Mayer, the previous 
Minister of Finance, which had sounded to 
many too much like decree laws, but by Bills, 
regularly voted “ according to a speedy pro¬ 
in “gri’Sgji** Kn^Vwac 

in which had more than once embarrassed 8 he 
n poKd U |o G °r rnmeI h' M ' Faule said . he P r °- 
lt collective bargaining e io t adiSe C °he n Govem” 
s- ment on price fluctuations, 
ir The Socialists, while satisfied with the assur- 

3 sa safSfMR'ssf ra 


™haie 1 ff™ y tta d wh1ch e w' 0 ov aS th a e g ' : " 0llS 
turning to the Far East, Mr. Churehiii said 
was always scepiical of ihe view held in 
r-time Washington that China would 


“ > r '8raieful to the United States," he 
whatever diplomatic divergences ^herehnay" be 

n p^S°liS n F— Tf v ° a 




ibout Indo-China and Tunisia. 

After other speakers had been beard M. 
-aure replied, devoting most of his remarks ro 
he Socialist observations about the sliding 


passionate on the subject. But it could hardly 
be expected that everybody would be satis- 
j“4 _What ihcJYimc Minister did do—and 

was 10 make aTaffirmative (jusehm British 
policy, and u should do much lo wipe orn the 
ones 001 ° f t0 ° ma " y apolog ' lic or defensive 

MR. CHURCHILL’S 
SPEECH 

BRITAIN ASKING FOR 
STEEL, NOT GOLD 

Washington, Jan. 17.—Mr. Churchill 
was given a tumultuous welcome when he 
addressed a joint session of Congress in 
the Chamber of the House of Reprcsenta- 


soldiers had not made rheir sacrifice in vt 

U.N. STRENGTHENED 

SSffiHSSH 

fcAISWmifSsJK! 


inited Europe, would play their part ' 
itmost of their growing strength, had a 
Itered the balance of world power and 
vert the danger of a third world war. 

Another extraordinary change whict 
iken place in the Far East had bee 
onclusion of a peace treaty with Japan 


ciation with the western democracies would 
ensure the stability of the Far East, 
i, R wouW ^^ a he M ^“ d if' h a^ 
effective Korean truce led only lo Ihe transfer- 


Mr. Churchill said that America's : 
Britain, which she was repaying, wa 
not on herself but in helping others. 


coumries whic™‘she"had 8 supportetTor p?“ 
rated from invasion. Britain had accepted 
this instead of making counterclaims which 

would have reduced the burdens on her own 
shoulders. In addition, Britain was now 
repaying the Jl.OOOm. loan to the United 
Slate s, and had given to European and Asian 
£1.30Om. sterling in unrequited 


t die Middle East^mtormous changes had 

1 " alion s, w 'ra respected throughout the 

) MiddlCpEasiem lands. To-day, It was a sombre 

j Mr. ChurchiU said that from Ihe days of the 
. Balfour Declaration he had supported the 
idea of a national home far the Jews. 
} He rejoiced in the achievements of those who 
i had worked for the foundation of inc In I 
1 S e 1 !'’deser{s l 'mo d ' h? ItWS '' culd con " 
. world. He urged, however, lhaiThey°must 
s strive to preserve friendly relations with the 
’ mUht^ follow ^without which widespread misery 
1 , B ™ a i"? 5? w ' r 10 influence the fortunes of 
1 the Middle East and guard it from aggression 
i was far less to-day now that she had laid 
V aside responsibility for India. 

J THE SUEZ CANAL 


FINANCE MINISTERS’ 

* CONFERENCE 

3 TALKS TO CONTINUE 
» NEXT WEEK 

i- The Commonwealth Finance Mim'sters 

continued yesterday their discussions of 
the measures necessary to restore the 
sterling area's balance of payments to 
equilibrium. 

J The morning was occupied with a small 
id business meeting attended only by the Minister 

St one of his advisers. A plenary session of the 
e- conference took place in the afternoon. 
:U Plenary sessions are attended by the 
o- Ministers and Ihe full delegations of official 
K advisers, including the officials from various 
a colonial territories who are advising Mr. 
je Lytielton, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
jy This distinction between the small business 
ht meetings and the plenary sessions corresponds 
to a division of the subject-matter of the 
ld conference which was made after the first 
te meeting on Tuesday. Discussions at the small 
Ie meetings are concerned with the immediate 
:n measures required in this country and in most 
ie countries of ihe Commonwealth to eliminate 
in the deficit m the current balance of payments, 
a- Since delicate political issues are often 
Id involved in ihcsc measures, the Ministers pro¬ 
bably prefer to discuss them on an informal 
SI basis. The long-term prospects of the sterling 
in area are discussed at the plenary sessions, 
r- The duration of the conference is still un- 
h- certain, but it will continue until at least the 
Id beginning of next week, since arrangements 
a have now been made for a meeting on Mon¬ 
day- Further meetings will take place to-day 
id and possibly to-morrow, 
se The Ministers were entertained at luncheon 
1 C by Mr. Eden, the Foreign Secretary, yesrer- 
re day. and Mr. Butler, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, gave a dinner to Use delegations 




divisions, the size of the air force, and the 
quality of the weapons available for defence. 
“ f 0 C0Ul an n<>t aCMP ” ' he s,i k hlc5l re P roach 


£jrS3sSS#®|;5 




§ggg|gg 


Missouri speech of six years ago, in which he 
said that no man should underrate the abiding 
power of the British Empire, and that if ih? 
cooperation of the United States were added 
to it there would be no precarious balance of 1 
power to offer temptation to ambitious 

'I was against this basis of recovery 
that the formidable problems of ihe new 

g“ B n ^n. Pr The ra Tas contributing two- 
togeihcr, he "said? and “continued We will 


” l believe it is no exaggeration to state that 
such token forces wouldprobably bring into 
harmony all that movement by which four- 
I Power policy could be made to play a decisive 
the' rnffiSorOnFin ^‘“MSdle'&st'In 
which, let me insure you, there lurks danger 


He pointed out that Soviet policy had con¬ 
tributed (o the unity of the free world, and 
said: “ Under the menace of Communist 
aggression, tho fraternal association' of the 
United States with Britain and the British 
Commonwealth, and the new unity growing up 
in Europe—“ nowhere more hopeful than 
between France and Germany "—all these 
harmonies arc being brought forward, perhaps 
by several generations, in the destiny of the 


i! western Europe." Rapid progress towards ; 
and ly t heppUcj^of Britamfihe CommonwraUh. 
and the United Slates lo help and sneed it. 

The European army deserved the fullest 
support from Britain and ihe United Stales. 
Bui fusion of the forces of continental Europe 
was not the only way in which the defence 
of western Europe could be built. He made 
t Continued in next column 


’• Britain and the United Slates were working 
.. together in ihe same high cause. Bismarck once 

e of the twentieth centuiy is that they tread the 
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U.N. VOTE ON RUSSIAN 
“PEACE” PLAN 


MR. VYSHINSKY’S FAILURE 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jan. 17 

The United Nations vote on the Russian 
“ peace ” plan went to its foregone con¬ 
clusion to-day; at the suggestion of the 
western Powers Mr. Vyshinsky’s new pro¬ 
posals on atomic weapons, together with 
his repeated request for a one-third reduc¬ 
tion of armaments, were referred to the 
Assembly’s disarmament commission and 
all the other provisions of his eight-point 
draft were rejected, most of them by 
overwhelming majorities. 

It was perhaps a reflection of the mood of 
the political committee that the Arab States 
should have voted with the Soviet bloc for the 
conclusion by the great Powers of a pact of 
peace, a proposal on which 13 other States 
abstained. It was rejected by only 35 votes, 
but this was the most Mr. Vyshinsky could 
achieve by his remarkable, if violent, hours of 
rhetoric. 

His atomic proposals were sent to the 
disarmament commission by a vote of 53 to 
five with two abstentions; the Russian request 
for a denunciation of the Atlantic alliance went 
down by 46 to five with seven abstentions; and 
though there were a few more abstainers on the 
Korean demands, only two.members joined 
the Soviet States in calling for a withdrawal of 
all foreign troops—and it was perhaps logical 
that Egypt should be one of them. 

“AGGRESSIVE DESIGNS” 

Mr. Vyshinsky ended the debate with an 
immense, loosely knit speech in which he 
again accused the Atlantic Powers of aggres¬ 
sive designs and warned them against putting 
a “ noose around their necks ” by risking the 
economic collapse that their plans must entail. 

He repeated all his old charges that the 
Korean war had been begun by the Syngman 
Rhee regime with American support. 

Mr. Vyshinsky, however, gave some clari¬ 
fication of his proposals for the prohibition 
and control of atomic weapons, and main¬ 
tained that his reservation about the control 
system not interfering with the domestic affairs 
of States meant no more and no less than the 
provisions of the Charter in forbidding any 
interference in matters falling essentially within 
domestic sovereignty. 

He insisted that he had accepted the western 
formult on the need for continuing inspection, 
and that the new proposals were a considerable 
advance on previous Russian positions. He 
envisaged control and inspection at “ techno¬ 
logical ” levels, though this would not mean 
that inspectors could come in and “ put their 
feel on the table ” as the British were so fond 
of doing all over the world. He objected that 
the western Powers were now changing (heir 
position by opposing prohibition until they 
were satisfied that the control system was 
operating effectively. By these mams 
the abolition of _ atomic weapons might 
be put off indefinitely; but a mere decla¬ 
ration on prohibition now, though it 
would not take effect until a control 
system had been formulated, would be of incal¬ 
culable moral influence. Mr. Vyshinsky 
strongly rejected the comment by Mr. Acheson 
yesterday that the Russians were merely seek'- 
l ing a •• paper ” prohibition, and protested that 
the western move to have the proposals 
referred to the disarmament commission was 
tantamount to their rejection. 

To-morrow the Political Committee will 
take up the perennial problem of the admis¬ 
sion of new members. " 
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EGYPT TO PROTEST 
TO BRITAIN 


EVENTS AT TEL EL KEBIR 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 17 

The Wafdist Press to-day takes a grave 
view of the Tel el Kebir incidents, and 
Nahas Pasha, the Prime Minister, said 
after a meeting of the political committee 
of the Cabinet that the Ministers had 
reviewed measures which could be taken 
to check “ repeated British acts of aggres¬ 
sion. ' It is stated that among these will 
be a strongly worded Note of protest to 
the British Government. 

The pattern of events relating to Tel el 
Kebir is very similar to that which attended 
the demolition of the village of Kafr Abou. 
near Suez, m December. There was notice 
by Lieutenant-General Sir George Erskine of 
action to protect his troops from further 
attacks, an order from the Minister of the 
Interior. Serag ed-Din Pasha, in Cairo, to the 
Egyptian police m the locality to resist by 
force, and prudent evasion by the latter of 
a suicidal task. 

The Egyptian Government retaliated against 
the Kafr Abou incident by recalling its Ambas- 
sador frorn London. It is not clear what 
measures, in addition to the Note of protest 
™ a 5!'be contemplated after the events at Tel 
el Kebir. The Egyptian Government has 
already played most of the relatively un¬ 
important cards in its hand, and, although 
under pressure from the extremists of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the left to stoke the 
fires of the “ national struggle ” at all costs, 
it may possibly choose to be cautious at this 
moment when dividends in the form of con¬ 
cessions by the western Powers to the 
Egyptian viewpoint are thought to be in sight. 
As some newspapers admit to-day, it is not 
within Egypt’s capacity to expel the British 
Army from the canal zone by force. 


Cairo, Jan, 17. —The British Embassy 
to-night made a second protest to the 
Egyptian Government at the offer by a left- 
wing newspaper of prize money to the man 
who could kill Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Erskine, General Officer Commanding British 
Troops in Egypt. The Egyptian Government 
rejected the original British protest on the 
ground that the Press was “ free and answer- 
able only to the judiciary.” 

Egypt will reply on Saturday to the offer 
of King Abdul-Aziz al Saud to mediate 
in the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, a Government 
spokesman said to-night.— Reuter. 
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POLICE PATROLS IN CAIRO 


YOUTHS’ THREATS IN BARS 
AND RESTAURANTS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 18 

The Minister of the Interior has ordered 
special measures to be put into qffect from 
7 o’clock this morning to maintain public 
security in Cairo. For two successive nights 
parties of youths, assumed to be adherents of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, had made the rounds 
of bars and restaurants and told the managers 
that unless they stopped selling alcoholic 
drinks the premises would be sacked. One 
group, some of'whom are said to have been 
armed with tommy guns, wrecked the well- 
known Cecil Bar in the centre of the city, 
and withdrew shouting seditious slogans. A 
dancing academy received similar treatment. 
Last night the proprietor of the Parisiana 
Restaurant, was given two hours in which to 
comply with the youths’ demands or take the 
consequences, but the police intervened and 
three students from the Fuad el Awal Univer¬ 
sity were- arrested. The youths’ view is 
apparently that drinking and dancing are 
unseemly when Egyptian blood is being shed in 
the canal zone. 


COMMUNIST STATEMENT 

The Communist Party called last night on 
the Labour movement to demand the imme¬ 
diate withdrawal of British troops from the 
Suez Canal zone and to stop the shedding of 
innocent blood, “ British and Egyptian.” 

A statement issued by the party’s political 
committee says that the fighting in Egypt is 
rapidly turning into full-scale warfare. It con¬ 
tinues : “ The position is menacing in the 
extreme. British soldiers are sacrificed to keep 
military bases for a future war against the 
Soviet Union and to keep secure the huge 
profits of the cotton trade. Nobody is threaten¬ 
ing Egypt except Britain and America. . . .1 
The Egyptian people are waging a heroic battle 
to win independence and to secure peace in 
their country. Imperialism wants to turn it 
into a second Korea.” 


l 
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‘TOKEN FORCES” IN 
THE CANAL ZONE 

MR. CHURCHILL’S 
WORDING 


CHANGES IN CONTROL “ r ua( Churchi " "W'. 1 ™' been an.icipa.mj a 
PROPOSED burden" 

- It is though, here lhai' a® Washington the 

REVISED BOUNDARIES pa 

From Our Own Correspondent French and Turkish approval, will be offered 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 18 SJSSKSs call off The 1 1 errorisf activity”. 
At his afternoon meeting with President ■' is not possible to picdict with confidence 
Truman to-day—the last he will have [J} aI ' however large the concessions made by 
before leaving for New York to-morrow— ' If. \?£i e , rs -, ,E pl ‘ ^r Ju 

the Prime Minister finally came to agree- f our Powers: arrangements for the efficient 
ment about the North Atlantic command, maintenance of the canal zone base. 

Half an hour after the meeting finished - 

the White House issued a statement “TOKEN FORCES” IN 

THE CANAL ZONE 

with their advisers, have had several discus- - 

AUantic Command recommended*by tf.A.To! MR. CHURCHILL’S 

and accepted by the late Government of the WORDING 

United Kingdom. As a result of their dis- 'vuiujumj 

cussions they agreed that his Majesty's FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Se°n. er uS r a ^L l ^nH n ;!, C M S l a Tn G " v ,?r; Mr ' Churchill's suggestion in his 
Cgms on TtajJ,, itai 
extend the United Kingdom's Home Com- token forees m '8 ht be stationed in the 
mand to the 100-fathom line. Suez Canal zone by the other signatories 

" They also agreed on the desirability of of the proposed Middle East Defence 

s»?^!S*5“.K£; re 'i.'r.s “ biw ot ,,n “ i 

eastern Atlantic. These changes, however, do C0 I" ment 'n London. 

noi go the full way to meet the Prime Mini- .There .seems general agreement lhal Mr 

ster's objections 10 the original arrangements. Churchill wished 10 emphasize that " ma.niain- 
Nevenheless, the Prime Minister, while not !!>» ,h e. freedom . . of the Suez Canal was 
wiihdrawing his objections, expressed his an international. rather than national 
readiness to allow ihc appointment of a responsibility." There is some doubt, how- 
supreme commander to go forward, that a ever,irom the wording of his speech, whether 
command structure may be created and • Churchill meant that token forces shouid 
enabled to proceed with the necessary plan- b f. pr ‘? vld ‘: d before 'he proposals to set up the 
mng in the Atlantic area. He reserved the Middle East Defence Command had been 
right to bring forward modifications for the accepted or afterwards, 
consideration of N.A.T.O. if he so desired „ Aller welcoming the initiative of the four 
at a later stage." Powers (Britain, France, the United States, 

The extension of British control to the J™* Turkey) in making the proposals. Mr. 
100-fathom line would mean from ihe British Churchill said that it would enormously aid 
Isles to waters 100 fathoms, or 600ft- deep. Brilain m the task of guarding commerce 
The agreement is explained as extending the Passing through the canal if token forces " of 
United Kingdom Home Command at the other partners" (in the Middle East Defence 
expense of (he eastern Atlantic Command. The Command! were stationed in the canal zone 
Pnme Minister did not change his objections as a symbol of the unity of purpose which 
to the organization of the supreme naval com- inspires us." " Such token forces," he added, 
mand. but this compromise made it possible would probably bring into harmony all that 
for him to accept it so that planning can movement by which four-power policy could 
begin. be made to play a decisive part by peaceful 

■ This was (he only business at the aflcmoon pleasures to bring to an end ihe wide disorders 
meeting, and the President began by saying in ™ Middle East.” 
how much he had enjoyed Mr. .Churchill's Mr Churchill was here apparently referring 

visit and the opportunity it gave him to discuss j? token forces from France, the United 
affairs of common interest. Slates, and Turkey, but not Egypt, which 

Hardly a newspaper to-day had any ""Sht be held to imply that he was referring 
reservations in its praise of the Prime •? me present time (/.«•„ before the Middle 
Minister's performance yesterday, even Colonel ta st Command had been accepted by Egypt), 
McCormick's papers finding it " impossible and that the " disorders in the Middle East ” 
not to admire' 1 his devotion to his country’s included the present disruptive situation in 
interests while at the same time regretting that ,nc canal zone itself. But there is certainly 
there has been nobody in Washington in the no reason to think that the British Government 
past 20 years equally devoted to American are m fact making any request for token 
interests. One commentator said that even >orces, or intend now to do so (although 
the most cynical and isolationist members of requests for aid in berthing ships passing 
Congress watched Mr. Churchill with bated "'rough the canal have been made to some 
breath and " the admiration of amateurs sitting interested Powers). 

at the feet of a great master." Moreover, British forces are stationed in the 

AGREEMENT ON KOREA or! 9 36.Tu?L°\r h 4.y 
The reference to a “ prompt, resolute, and sending of other forces to Egypt. The head 
effective " response should any truce reached of the Egyptian delegation to the General 
in Korea be broken, to which exception has Assembly has already declared that if anv 
been taken in London, certainly refers to an such troops were moved, Egypt would appeal 
agreement between the British and Americans to ihe Securitv Council, 
during the talks, but it is not clear how far It seems, therefore, that Mr. Churchill's 
ihe agreement goes. There are various degrees words must refer to Ihc sending of token forces 
of pumshmem, warning of which would be only after some form of Middle East Defence 
given, being advocated in Washington, and Command is established. Nevertheless the 
there is no certainly that this phrase referred phrasing, though careful is not entirely clear 
to ihe most extreme of them. Mr. Churchill felt no doubt'that, whatever may 

It was said this afternoon that among the result from the Middle East Command nm 
d4w n ™ < hi™ Of rhina ri hm rre d ix W nm r P ° Sa !?' a " appcal while in America for support 
£ supportWbdieL "h f ° r ,he Bfltis h attitude was timel y. 

after a KOREAN 

such a minor mailer as recognition should not ARMISTICE 

interfere with joint policies or agreed action. ™ 11 

steps as the breaking'of diplomatic relations NECESSARY STEPS ALREADY 
and lhai the withdrawal of recognition for rucrucccn 

which they clamour is usually accompanied LMsCLSStD 

by the recognition of some other regime. F “0'i oi r diplomatic correspondent 

There were one or two passages which some Mr. Churchill in his speech to Congress on 
people found less precise than they might have Thursday referred to an agreement between 
been and less forthright than they had ex- Britain and the United States that if a truce 
petted. A large number of Congressmen at in Korea were "reached only to be broken" 
least affected to believe lhai his injunction to their “ joint response would be prompt rcso- 


;phrasing, though ci..... . ...... 

Mr. Churchill felt no doubt that, w hatever may 
result from the Middle East Command pro- 
F° S ? ( n . a . p P eal whlle in America for support 


AFTER A KOREAN 
ARMISTICE 

NECESSARY STEPS ALREADY 
DISCUSSED 


^This declaration folli 
have been discussing for s 


least affected to believe lhai his injunction to their “ joint response would be prompt, rcso- 
them " not to let go of the atom bomb " lute, and effective." 

included keeping atomic secrets from Britain This declaration follows consultations 
and Canada, while it was misunderstood by between the Powers with forces in Korea, who 
some who listened as a plea to Ihe United have been discussing for some time the steps 
States never to use the bomb. Yet it should to lie taken after an armistice. In spite of 
have been clear that it was no more than a the slowness with which the cease-fire talks 
warning not to be too easily beguiled by have proceeded, it seems to he generally ex- 
Soviet promises, and lhai it was the control peeled still that an armistice will he concluded, 
of the bomb to which he was referring. There is no reason lo expect that it would 

REFERENCE TO FORMOSA IX ev^are'dmclv" “"the 

There arc many in Congress who will use Chinese and North Korean forces are now 
the passage on Formosa not as support for ceriatnlv , n sufficient strength to present a 
the President's declaration that the Seventh formidable threat, if a sudden attack were 
Fleet would prevent any attempted landings launched after the cease-fire, 
hut as agreement with the idea of helping the „ There have been reports that the United 
Chinese Nationalists to get back to the main- Stales would in that event bomb kev airfields 
land—something which was obviously not in and railway centres in north China and 
the Prime Minister s mind. blockade (he Chinese coast. Arrangcmenis 

His request for token forces from the have n ° w been readied between Britain and 
United States. France, and Turkey in the Suez 'be United States for prior consultation on 
Canal zone was. however, very much in his an >j military steps to be taken. Evidently 
mind, and it has got what has been called an consultation would have to be conducted 
" emphatic and unanimous " rejection from wlt " lhc le ast possible dela y, 
the Administration, which would in anv ease ---- 

be much too frightened to propose anything COMMONWEALTH FINANCE 
of the kind, even if it agreed in principle: p RnR , cv ,,. 

from the Defence Department, which has a rKUoLtMS 

neat list of places where American ground — ■» 

mnus&TSSte iSsta „ “ ,MsreRs- meetings 
°® " s “"> to,d «' * .ta- t s=rt pii sam 

The Prime Minisier wen, m ,he Pemneon "gi"® Brca I financial problems, 
this morning and had a meeting with Mr . c morm "S was occupied with a small 
Lovett, the Secretary of Defence, and the mcc ' ing a "' nd S d on 7 b >' lhc Minister repre- 
Secretaries of the three services, at which scnling independent country of the Com- 
" defence matters of mutual interest" were D , ° n 'uci- and °" e of hls adv,sers - The 

CffiefsTsyHrLid'l"^^ ChaSlaT^ 

with the combined Press clubs of wjlingren ‘ h nc C MrTueUon » 

ffie af.™ q Cd 1 T i* lhe rCCOrd ' \ nd Cotohi^'who's remind ?be imeres s of 
Presiden £ S mee >' ng *» b 'he the colonial territories; Mr. Tho neycrof, 

ti^n a? he^r iich p m L hCaI,en J ded a rece,> President of the Board of Trade: and SiV 
he wHI eavo B lr h Mm^ t ^ SSy i: and I0 - m0r . r0 , w Arthur Salter, Minisier of Slate for Economic 
imtiT he sah! r° York 10 *“» ARai'S- A plenary session of the conference, 

until he sails for home. with the f u ,| delegations present, took place in 

__ the afternoon. It is understood that the 

REACTION IN EGYPT p l l en f ry 1'"' inBS , con ' i " l,e concentrate on 


smsassu i 1 ms Th meetings 

Congress, which has only vaguely heard of the - r ™j commonwealth Finance Ministers o 


AMENDED PROPOSALS 
EXPECTED 

CAIRO. Jan. 18 

Mr. Churchill's address to Congress has 


the long-term outlook for the sterling area. 

Arrangements have been made for a small 
meeting of the Ministers this morning and 
probably again on Monday morning. Ii is also 
probable that a plenary session of the con¬ 
ference will be held on Monday afternoon, but 
it is not yet known whether this will be the 


caused some confusion here. Egyptian DESTROYER AND FRIGATE 

opinion has jumped to the conclusion that IN COT I IMf)N 

Mr. Churchill wants the assistance of Malta Jun IS ne l ™, rhiva.m,,, 

S.^ c w T a rk i 5hfo T;° <i ' 7i ° , °' ns) and ' 

assist the British Army in dealing with the (1.435 ions) were in collision in the harbour 
immediate situation in the canal zone. here to-day. The frigate's stem was damaged 
Th' a ' s ,a ken. to belie the statements of the but there were no casualties.— Reuter. 

British authorities that, whatever the Egyptian .. 

attitude, the British Army is capable of hold- (1HTTIUPV 

mg its base indefinitely, and one newspaper UBI1UAKY 

comments that ihe attacks by Egyptian We announce with regret the death of 
e fcf, on Brirish'mnm ^ '° haV ' 80 H,S H ° N(,UR A. F. TOPHAM, K.C., 
Another view ™ that' Mr. Churchill was f? rmer, Y County Court Judge of the 
thinking not of the immediate situation but Hampshire Circuit. An obituary notice 
of the period when a Middle East defence wil1 bc found on P a S« *• 
system has been established by the four We also announce with regret the 
Powers in agreement with Egypt. The British deaths of the Archduke Maximilian of 
, f'i* t,™ 1 u 'l 1 ™ 9 . 5 ? '•“' y Austria, brother of the Emperor Karl: 
tion the Amcrk-an Turklsh French and Maj oR-General G. W. Palmer, 
Governments could not claim any legal jusii- Commandant of the Chilwell Depot, 
ficalion for sending “ token ” or other forces R.A.O.C lor the last two years of the 
to support the British in the canal zone. Bui 1939-45 war. 
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“TOKEN FORCES” IN 
THE CANAL ZONE 


MR. CHURCHILL’S 
WORDING 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Churchill's suggestion in his 
speech to Congress on Thursday that 
token forces might be stationed in the 
Suez Canal zone by the other signatories 
of the proposed Middle East Defence 
Command has been the subject of varied 
comment in London. 

There seems general agreement that Mr. 
Churchill wished to emphasize that ” maintain¬ 
ing the freedom ... of the Suez Canal ” was 
" ar * international, rather than national 
responsibility.” There is some doubt, how¬ 
ever, from the wording of his speech, whether 
Mr. Churchill meant that token forces should 
he provided before the proposals to set up the 
Middle East Defence Command had been 
accepted or afterwards. 

Alter welcoming the initiative of the four 
Powers (Britain, France, the United States, 
and Turkey) in making the proposals, Mr. 
Churchill said that it would enormously aid 
Britain in the task of guarding commerce 
passing through the canal if token forces “ of 
other partners" (in the Middle East Defence 
Command) were stationed in the canal zone 

as a symbol of the unity of purpose which 
inspires us.” " Such token forces,” he added, 
“ would probably bring into harmony all that 
movement by which four-Power policy could 
be made to play a decisive part by peaceful 
measures 10 bring to an end the wide disorders 
in the Middle East.” 

Mr. Churchill was here apparently referring 
to token forces from France, the United 
Stales, and Turkey, but not Egypt, which 
might be held to imply that he was referring 
to the present time (/.<>., before the Middle 
East Command had been accepted by Egypt), 
and that the ” disorders in the Middle East ” 
included the present disruptive situation in 
the canal zone itself. But there is certainly 
no reason to think that the British Government 
are in fact making any request for token 
forces, or intend now 10 do so (although 
requests for aid in berthing ships passing 
through the canal have been made to some 
interested Powers). 

Moreover, British forces are stationed in the 
zone by reason of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty 
1/36, but the treaty would not cover the 
sending of other forces to Egypt. The head 
of the Egyptian delegation to the General 
Assembly has already declared that if any 
such troops were moved', Egypt would appeal 
to the Security Council. 

It seems, therefore, (hat Mr. Churchill’s 
w ords must refer to the sending of token forces 
only after some form of Middle East Defence 
Command is established. Nevertheless the 
phrasing, though careful, is not entirely clear. 
Mr. Churchill felt no doubt that, whatever may 
result from the Middle East Command pro- 
posals, an appeal while in America for support 
lor the British altitude was timely. 
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U.N. VOTE ON SOVIET 
“PEACE” PLAN 


ARMS CLAUSES SENT TO 
COMMISSION 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jan. 20 

Mr. Vyshinsky’s “ peace ” plan fared no 
better in the Assembly than it had in the 
Political Committee, though most of the 
Arab States, for reasons of their own, 
could still be induced to abstain on such 
items as the alleged incompatibility of the 
Atlantic alliance or withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Korea—a demand that drew 
affirmative votes from Egypt and Yemen 
—and they again supported the proposal 
for a five-Power peace pact, which was 
rejected by 31 votes to 11, with 11 
abstentions. 

The new Russian proposals on abolition and 
control of atomic weapons, and the old formula 
for a one-third reduction of arms and effec¬ 
tives, were sent to the disarmament commission 
as requested by the western Powers. AH the 
other clauses of the eight-point plan were again 
rejected. With explanations of the vote limited 
to seven minutes Mr. Vyshinsky seemed to 
spoil many of his points by trying to cram 
them all in. There was nothing new in his 
accusations against western machinations, 
though he was clearly stung by a taunt from 
Yugoslavia that his proposed peace pact could : 
not be taken seriously in the light of agreements 
already broken by the Soviet Government in 
us own interests. 

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, the British Minister of 
State, in repeating that the Russian disarma¬ 
ment proposals would be examined in good 
faith, made the point that Mr. Vyshinsky’s 
attacks on the Atlantic alliance were an example 
of Russian failure to understand the psychology 
of the free world. Mr. Gross, the American 
delegate, again maintained that the United 
States would have “ important proposals ” to 
make in the new disarmament commission—in 
the face of Mr. Acheson’s comment last week 
that he had no knowledge of such proposals. 
Mr. Vyshinsky, of course, has done his best 
to score off this apparent contradiction. 

THE ARAB REFUGEES 

After long consultation with the Arab dele¬ 
gations, the western Powers and Turkey are 
expected to-morrow to table revised proposals 
for the relief of Palestine refugees. No doubt 
provisions that were found offensive to latent 
susceptibilities of Arab nationalism will have 
been omitted. 

Meanwhile, the ad hoc political committee 
has proceeded with its debate on the proposed 
S250m. programme, and Mr. J. E. Coulson 
has announced that the British contribution 
for the current year will be increased from 
$8m. to over $12m. in addition to an interest- 
free loan of more than S4m. granted to Jordan, 
whose finances are strained by the influx of 
more than half a million refugees and by the! 
failure of last year’s harvest. 

Yesterday a strong statement was made by 
a spokesman of Arab refugees in Lebanon, 
who described the relief plans as a “ gfm 
pointed at a frightened man.” The S250m., he 
said, would have been received with gratitude 
by the refugees were they not apprehensive of 
designs to deprive them of their homes for 
ever. They yearned to return not only to their 
homes and property but to their fatherland, 
and had now lost faith in the United Nations. 
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CONTROL ESTABLISHED IN 
ISMAILIA 

BRITISH TROOPS TAKE ACTION AFTER 
TERRORIST OUTRAGE 


British troops have occupied a large section of Ismailia on the 
northern bank of the Sweet Water Canal, evicted the inhabitants, and 
established full military control. 
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U.S. NOTE ON DEATH 

OF SISTER ANTHONY 


CONSUL INVESTIGATING 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


CAIRO, Jan. 20 

Mr. Caffery, the American Ambassador, 
went to the Foreign Ministry to-day to 
leave a Note with Farag Pasha, the acting 
Foreign Minister, concerning the death of 
Sister Anthony. He said he was having a 
full investigation made by the American 
Consul at Port Said, who is now at 
Ismailia, and would take appropriate 
action when all the facts had been deter¬ 
mined. 

A British Embassy spokesman to-night 
mentioned Sister Anthony’s death as denoting 
me stale of insecurity and lawlessness to which 
the canal zone had been reduced by the activi- 
ttes of Egyptian so-called “ liberation forces.*’ 
He recalled that a few weeks ago the care- 
taker of the Coptic church at Suez had been 
killed by rioters and the church sacked, and 
said that these things threw a somewhat sinister 
tight on the attitude of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, which had not only failed to prevent the 
activities which had led to this deplorable 
state of affairs but had publicly encouraged 
them. 

He next referred to a Note delivered by the 
Foreign Ministry to the British Embassy 
during the week-end in which the Egyptian 
Government, haying accused the British 
military authorities of inhuman treatment 
and even the execution of armed Egyptians 
captured in the canal zone fighting, 
went on to claim that captured Egyptian 
patriots, as members of a resistance move¬ 
ment fighting against occupation, were entitled 
treated as prisoners of war under 
the Geneva Convention of 1949. The Note 
had not produced any evidence in support of 
us allegations, which the spokesman described 
as false, and he declined to accept the thesis 
that the activities of Egyptian “ Commandos ” 
m the canal zone were in any way comparable 
with those of resistance movements in German- 
occupied territories during the war. 

The security of Cairo continues to cause con¬ 
cern to the authorities. A student was killed 
and a number of police and students wounded 
in an exchange of shots to-day. Students and 
schoolboys demonstrated in many parts of the 
C 'G’ against last week’s closing of the 
Abrahamieh and Khedive Ismail schools after 
political demonstrations and riots of a not 
wholly anti-British character. The Cabinet 
to-day gave the Minister of Education 
authority to close until the end of the current 
session any school or college the students of 
which took part in a demonstration. 


WARNING ON SHIPPING 

Farag Pasha called the diplomatic repre¬ 
sentatives of the United States, France, 
Norway, and Holland to his office yesterday 
and handed them Notes warning their 
Governments against giving assistance to the 
United Kingdom in the task of keeping the 
buez Canal open to shipping. The Note was 
prompted by reports that the United Kingdom 
had been discussing with Governments of 
maritime countries which are large users of 
the canal possible ways in which they could 
give some relief to the British Navy. 

Since October 24, because of the defection 
of Egyptian labour, the Egyptian ports and 
lights authority has been out of action, and 
the mooring of ships at Port Said, berthing 
and unberthing. and the organization of move¬ 
ment through the canal have devolved upon 
the Royal Navy. Twenty-seven British war¬ 
ships, including three cruisers, have been 
engaged from time to time on the task: up 
to December 31 they had assisted 2.499 ships 
of many nations. The United Kingdom, with 
766 ships, was the largest user, but 257 
Norwegian. 221 American, 181 French, and 
96 Dutch ships were also assisted. 

A statement by Farag Pasha indicated that 
the Egyptian Government assumed in its Note 
that the British Government had invited the 
other four Governments to send warships to 
assist in controlling traffic in the canal. The 
Egyptian Government, he said, had therefore 
given them to understand that any Govern¬ 
ment. whether or not a signatory to the Suez 
Canal Convention of 1888, which acceded to 
the British demand would be regarded as 
having committed an unfriendly action against 
Egypt and. indeed, armed aggression against 
the sovereignty of Egypt. 

Farag Pasha added that the four Ambassa¬ 
dors and Ministers had informed him that they 
did not know of any official British communi¬ 
cation to their Governments in the sense of 
that apinst which the Egyptian Note was 


BRITISH BLAMED IN 
CAIRO BROADCAST 

Cairo, Jan. 20.—The Government-con¬ 
trolled radio in Cairo to-night claimed that 
“ on. the spot investigation and interrogation 
of witnesses proved that Sister Anthony was 
killed by British bullets.” The statement, 
made in a special news bulletin broadcast in 
Arabic, English, and French, added that the 
Egyptians felt deep regret over the death of 
Sister Anthony.— Reuter. 
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FUTURE OF THE 
SUDAN 

BRITISH INTEREST AND 
SUPPORT 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—The Sudan is now upon the edge of 
I independence; but, as your recent articles 
have shown, the final steps will not be 
;easy. 

The Sudanese people, divided internally by 
I r ^ ce » religion, and sectarian politics, are further 
; distracted by having their destinies, and indeed 
their whole fate, entramtnelled with the Egyp¬ 
tian crisis. So far, in all the tension and 


uncertainty, the great majority of the Sudanese 
: have remained amazingly calm and orderly. 
This is due partly to their own steadiness of 
character and partly to their faith in their 
British administrators who, at a time when the 
great work of their service, as well as their own 
future, are in suspense, have shown the utmost 
devotion and liberal sympathy. Led by their 
able Civil Secretary, Sir James Robertson, who 
has to take the chief strain of the crisis, they 
can be relied upon to carry out loyally the 
British Government's promise of achieving, 
within the year, full self-government as a pre- 
lu de to self-determination. 

This will not be enough, however. We know 
now from sad experience in the last few years 
what an immensely difficult task it is to with¬ 
draw imperial control without this resulting in 
injury to the ruled and bitterness against the 
ruler. It is no mere negative process: it 
requires energy as well as restraint and the 
generous recognition that this is an adventurous 
new beginning for the people, and that it need 
not be merely an end and a retreat for us if 
we . ca ".* cee P their good will and assist as friends 
, and allies m the new era. It is of vita! import- 
. ance both to the Sudanese and ourselves to 
maintain friendly relations, as agreements with 
; *nem will have to be made and worked with 
regard to defence and communications, the 
control of the Nile waters, the future of British 
officials, the conduct of the Gezira scheme, and 
any special provisions that may be necessary 
for the backward areas of the south 
! thl! Jf’ £ oweV u r ’ on the psychological side 
that we have shown ourselves gravelv lacking 
! s ‘? Tne , of the difficult political transactions 
..last few years. A few officials, no 
matter how devoted, cannot alone, least of all 
when in the very act of abdicating control, 
create the new relationship. They need full 
understanding and support from Britain. 
: Unfortunately, owing to its ambiguous con¬ 
stitutional status and the remote and fractional 
I interest of the Foreign Office in its administra- 
tion, the Sudan has been kept, as far as con¬ 
cerns public knowledge ana contact, in an 
extremely obscure half-light between the clear 
positions held by foreign territories upon the 
one side and by the colonies upon the other. 
In the few months that remain to us to help 
the Sudan in its birth as a nation, no effort 
I should be spared to widen and deepen our 
! contacts with its peoples, most of whom would 
welcome more signs of interest and concern 
(from our side. I venture to suggest ihai a 
| strong Parliamentary delegation should go out. 
| not with any specified task but merely as a 
' visit good will, to meet Sudanese, to gain a 
! general understanding of their hopes and 
I plans, and to bring this knowledge and sym¬ 
pathy back to Westminster. In view of the 
suspicion that always corrodes the final period 
of European control, it might be well if the 
delegation included one or two men well 
known for their faith in the policy of self- 
government. 

Such a visit will of course be of value only 
if our policy towards the Sudan remains steadv 
and just. Here two points must be made. The 
constitutional problem has -now reached a 
stage, internally and externally, wh“n nothing 
but self-government can solve it. But before 
that terminus is reached much in the way of 
constitutional preparation has still to be done, 
and in the course of this there are certain to 
appear half a dozen good reasons, based on 
the unreadiness and disunity of the Sudanese, 
for calling a halt. But will they be any mote 
ready in three or four years than in one ? 
And in the interval their trust and good will 
might be dissipated, the present able and 
moderate leaders outflanked bv demagogues, 
the divisions among the Sudanese further 
widened, distracting international interventions 
multiplied, and the external situation worsened. 
Thus the hope of a reasoned, orderly, and 
friendly transfer of power might be lost. 

Finally, it is of the utmost importance never 
to forget, in spite of our present relations with 
Egypt, that that country, her own worst enemy, 
has just rights and legitimate fears with regard 
to the Sudan. We could do no more cruel 
service to the Sudanese than to leave them on 
such terms with Egypt that the latter felt the 
need, as she would have the strength, to destroy 
the independent nationhood that we have done 
so much to create in half a century of perhaps 
the most efficient and humane imperial admini¬ 
stration known in history. In our exercise of 
power along the middle Nile it will be the last 
steps that will count. 

I am yours faithfully, 

MARGERY PERHAM. 

Nuffield College, Oxford, Jan. 18. 
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BRITISH NOTE ON 
SUEZ ATTACKS 


TROOPS FIRED ON BY 
EGYPTIAN POLICE 

The British Embassy in Cairo presented 
to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry yester¬ 
day a Note outlining the results of an 
inquiry into the attacks on British troops 
in the area of Suez on December 3 and 4. 
The Embassy first drew the Ministry’s 
attention to the attacks on December 5, 
and on December 6 the Egyptian Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs presented a 
Note in reply. 

Yesterday’s British Note said it was clear 
that, once again, as in the attacks at Ismailia of 
which the Embassy's Note of December 15 gave 
an account, ill-disciplined and uncontrolled 
Egyptian police, probably of the auxiliary 
forces (Bouluk el Nizam), engaged in deliber¬ 
ate attacks on British troops going normally 
about their duties. The Note continued: — 

The evidence shows that in all six incidents 
Egyptian police were observed firing at the 
Bntish troops; and in four of the incidents 
Egyptian police were undoubtedly responsible 
for the shooting beginning at all. There can 
be iitUe doubt that these half-trained and 
unreliable forces were encouraged, by the 
Government’s reception in Cairo of their com¬ 
rades from Ismailia, to believe that attacks 
on the British would be welcomed and 
endorsed by the Egyptian Government and 
accordingly to display the same irresponsible 
behaviour and the same neglect of their duty 
to maintain law and order. 

Secondly, the Ministry should note the large 
number of civilians bearing arms who took 
part in these incidents. In most countries, 
] and particularly in countries where lawless 
elements abound, it is naturally considered wise 
to prevent the widespread carriage of arms, 
l However, the Egyptian Government, far from 
attempting to control the carriage of arms, 
has recently announced legislation which will 
greatly facilitate it. The gravity of this step 

emphasized by the participation of armed 
civilians in ihe attacks on British troops in 
buez and the complete failure of the local 
authorities to stop them and to restore order. 

Thirdly, the Ministry should note that the 
British troops involved in these incidents 
showed great forbearance under fire and used 
the minimum of force in restoring order. 

In his Note of December 6 the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs gave an account 
of the incidents in Suez which, as the Ministry 

Will observe from perusing :he annex to this 
Note, is inaccurate and tendentious, purporting 
as it does to throw the blame on to the British 
troops. Apart from the inaccuracies, certain 
specific allegations made by His Excellency 
must be answered. 

Thus, the British troops did not attack any 
funeral procession, as alleged by the Minister, 
nor did they attack any Egyptians: but they 
confined themselves to exercising their iegiti- 
I mate right of self-defence, a right which the 
Minister himself acknowledges, 
j ' GREATER DANGER 

As regards “ a threat to use mortars,” the 
Ministry will see from the annex to this Note 
that although it was militarily possible to use 
mortars in order to deal with the Egyptian 
attackers, the British military authorities on 
the spot rejected this course and decided 
instead to clear the position with an infantry 
| attack—a method, as the Ministry will realize, 
which exposed the British troops to consider- 
ably^reater^danger than the use of mortars 

i Finally, as the Ministry’s own investigations 
have by now no doubt revealed, it is quite 
untrue that the British troops used dum-dum 
bullets. 

In drawing the attention of the Royal 
Egyptian Government to the facts which have 
come to light as a result of the very careful 
investigation which it has now been possible 
to make, the Embassy protests in the most 
vigorous manner against the failure of the 
Egyptian Government, in spite of repeated 
representations, to remove from the canal zone 
the detachments of the auxiliary police force 
whose behaviour has so clearly been responsible 
for the regrettable incidents at Ismailia and 
Suez. If the Egyptian Government is sincerely 
desirous of maintaining order and avoiding 
bloodshed, they will at once take action to 
control effectively both the lawless elements of 
the population and their own forces of law and 
order. The British military authorities for 
their part are, as always, anxious and willing 
to cooperate to the fullest possible extent with 
the Egyptian authorities in the preservation of 
order and the avoidance of violence. 

The annex to the British Note set out in 
some detail the events of December 3 and 4 
as established by the inquiry. 

SIR G. ERSKINE’S OPINION 

The following opinion by Lieutenant- 
General Sir George Erskine, General Officer 
Commanding British Troops in Egypt, on the 
report of the court of inquiry into the incidents 
was issued by the War Office.—The responsi¬ 
bility for starting the incidents at Suez clearly 
lies with armed Egyptian civilians who made 
unprovoked attacks on the British troops. This 
civilian action could have been stopped by 
Egyptian civil police, but instead of taking 
measures to restore order they joined in with 
the armed civilians. 

The British troops showed great forbearance 
and did their utmost to stop the outbreak in 
the early stages with the minimum use of force. 
When it was clear that the police and civilians 
were determined to press their attacks on the 
British troops no more than the necessary force 
was used to safeguard British lives and 
prooerty. 

The ambush of Major Rose and his party is 
a very clear indication of the frame of mind 
of the Egyptians. This party was doing no 
harm to anybody. It was movine down an 
Egyptian highway on a lawful occasion. It was 
deliberately ambushed. It is very clear that 
Egyptian police were involved in this ambush. 

PANIC AND INDISCIPLINE 

There is no doubt that the events of Decem¬ 
ber 3 reached the stage and intensity which they 
did either because the police officers made no 
effort to carry out their duties or because the 
police were not willing to obey their officers. 
The murder of L/Cpl. Foxwell, R.M.P., is a 
cl “ r example of police panic and indiscipline. 

The word police is used in its widest term. 
It is clear to me that it was the Auxiliary Police 
(The Guard Companies) who were mainly in¬ 
volved. These are not strictly speaking police 
at all. but semi-trained conscripts with no dis¬ 
cipline or tradition. They are exactly the same 
type who caused the trouble in Ismailia on 
November 17 and 18. The high approval 
shown by the Egyptian Government to the 
Ismailia auxiliaries must have been a' great 
incentive to the Suez auxiliaries to display 
similar irresponsible behaviour. . . . 

I am entirely satisfied with the action taken 
by my subordinate commanders. The British 
troops acted in a cool and disciplined manner. 
It is most noticeable that young officers and 
n.c.o.s shouldered heavy responsibility with 
resolution. They acted under fire, and in most 
difficult circumstances, with great credit to their 
own regiments and to the British Army. There 
were some outstanding acts of leadership 

. . . all officers and men killed or wounded 

or injured in the events covered by this report 
were on duly and were not to blame. 
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TROOPS STRENGTHEN CONTROL 
IN ISMAILIA 


ESSENTIAL ROAD SAFEGUARDED 

The decision to send troops into the native quarter of Ismailia 
has given Europeans in the town a feeling of greater security, but has 
sharpened Egyptian hostility. 

The operation was necessary because the campaign to deny the 
British the main line of communication through the town had been 
intensified, and the consequences must be measured against the 
merciless aggression of the terrorists. 


SEARCH OF TOWN 
CONTINUED 


MANY FAMILIES 
EVICTED 

From Our Special Correspondent 
ISMAILIA, Jan. 22 

The native quarter of Ismailia to-day 
bears all the appearances of a town occu¬ 
pied in war. The streets are dominated by 
troops of the 16th Independent Parachute 
Brigade, in their red berets and camou¬ 
flage smocks, and the few Egyptians to 
be seen in the occupied controlled areas 
move with that half-furtive, half-resentful 
shuffle that seems peculiar to people 
suddenly subjected to alien control. 

Centurion tanks are stationed at inter¬ 
vals along the principal streets. Bren gun 
carriers and armoured cars rattle among 
shuttered houses. Now and then an Auster 
observation aircraft flies low overhead. 
As the parachute troops continue their 
searching operation in the northern dis¬ 
tricts, in no mood to tolerate opposition 
after the death this morning of the officer 
shot yesterday by a terrorist, the town lies 
benumbed amid an unpleasant and rather 
menacing hush. 

The decision to send troops into the 
areas north of the Sweet Water Canal and 
the firmness with which the parachute 
battalions have carried out their task have 
made a deep impression on both the 
Egyptian and European elements of the 
population. In general the effect has been 
beneficial. The Egyptians, who have appar¬ 
ently come to regard the British Army as 
an instrument of half-measures, have been 
startled to find that the opposite can be 
true, and many a young terrorist is no 
doubt having second thoughts about the 
character of his opponents. 

SUSPECTS MADE TO WORK 

To prove the point the Parachute 
Brigade to-day used the labour of sus¬ 
pects rounded up during the operation to 
remove the arms store found yesterday in 
the Muslim cemetery; there were more 
than 6,000 rounds of 40mm. ammunition 
—enough to fill six three-ton lorries—and 
the detained men were made to move them 
with rather more speed than would be ex¬ 
pected of, for example, Egyptians who had 
been proved friendly to the British forces. 

Europeans in the town did not conceal 
to-day their pleasure and relief at this new 
and more resolute approach on the part of the 
British. They feel that physical help from the 
British Army has long been due to them, and 
their chief fear now is that when the present 
operations have been completed the troops 
will again be withdrawn from Ismailia. 

The hostility of ordinary Egyptians, on the 
other hand, has inevitably been sharpened by 
the events of the past two days. Hundreds 
ol families have been evicted from houses 
overlooking the Sweet Water Canal, and 
though it is the duty of the Egyptian authori- 
ties to provide new accommodation for them 
the British are naturally blamed for the hard- 
ship that has been caused. Egyptian police 
officers told your Correspondent to-day that 
nothing had done more to worsen relations 
between the two communities, and in the 
govemoraie building many simple people were 
lodging complaints against the British which 
should, in reality, be presented first to the 
terrorists, and secondly to the vested interests 
whose grip on property in the town is main¬ 
tained in spite of all the calls of humanity. 

It is beyond argument, however, that the 
operation was necessary. British troops moving 
along the banks of the Sweet Water Canal have 


I again and again been attacked from the houses! 
of the native quarter. The deaths of Sister 
I Anthony, who was buried in the Moascar 1 
garrison cemetery this morning, and of the 
British soldiers killed on Saturday were only 
the culmination of a steadily intensifying cam¬ 
paign to deny the main line of communication 
through the town to the British Array. 

Ismailia has without question been one of 
the chief terrorist centres. The Parachute 
Brigade has caught 12 guerrillas in the 
cemetery alone—another was captured this 
morning after spending the night immured in 
a uV' losed tomb—and many others have prob¬ 
ably moved into outlying districts which have 
yet to be cleared. The consequences of the 
British action—the unhappiness caused to 
many innocent people ana the breaking of 
any remaining links of sympathy—must be 
measured against the merciless aggression of 
tne terrorists and long weeks of restraint on 
the part of the British forces. 

EGYPTIAN COOPERATION 
WITHHELD 

. The British Foreign Office issued a statement 
yesterday on the search of Ismailia cemetery. 
It stated that in view of the terrorist attack 
and the discovery of a large quantity of> 
ammunition in two Muslim tombs on Monday! 
« was apparent that the cemetery had to be’ 
searched thoroughly by British troops yester¬ 
day. On Monday the British authorities] 
informed the Roman Catholic and the local 
Egyptian authorities so that the operation 1 
could be performed in a manner showing 
fitting respect for the dead. 

The Egyptian liaison officer at the head¬ 
quarters of the British troops in Egypt in- 1 
formed the sub-Govemor of Ismailia, and was 
told he must get into contact with the Egyptian 
.Minister of the Interior. The Minister per-i 
sonally forbade any Muslim representative to 
attend at the cemetery searching. 

The search was therefore made in the 
presence of a British official and a Roman 
I Catholic priest, the latter having undertaken, 
in the default of any Muslim representative, 
to see that none of the Christian or Muslim 
graves was desecrated. 

CAPTURE OF POLICE 
OFFICIAL 


EGYPTIAN INQUIRY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 22 

The Egyptian Government has set up 

military court to inquire into the circum¬ 
stances in which Lewa Mohamed 
Abdullah Raouf Bey, inspector of police 
in Charkieh Province, and a force of about 
170 policemen were captured by British 
forces in Tel el Kebir a week ago. 

After slight resistance the police surrendered 
to British troops who had cordoned the village 
with a view to searching for terrorists and 
arms. It was established afterwards that 
Raouf Bey’s presence in the village was due 
to his being on a mission of inspection, and 
he was released. 

The United States Ambassador announced 
this afternoon that after a thorough investiga¬ 
tion by the American Consul-General in 
Cairo, Mr. Lamar Mulliner, it was still not 
possible to determine the origin of the shot 
which killed the American nun Sister Anthony, 
in the convent at Ismailia on Saturday. 

The Egyptian Minister of the Interior, Serag 
ed-Din Pasha, declared last night that Sister 
Anthony was killed by British troops firing 
from the Customs Bridge. The American 
Ambassador said that Mr. Mulliner’s conclu¬ 
sion was that as no eyewitness of the actual 
shooting had been found it could not be estab¬ 
lished at present who was responsible. The 
Ambassador added that he had not given up 
hope that means would yet be found to estab¬ 
lish the facts behind the tragedy. 

The British military authorities in the canal 
zone have convened a court of inquiry for 
to-morrow morning to investigate tne death 
of Sister Anthony. 
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LIBYA WELCOMED 
BY U.N. 


REVIEW OF STEPS TO 
INDEPENDENCE 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jan. 23 

The new kingdom of Libya was greeted 
in the United Nations to-day when the 
Assembly's ad hoc political committee 
began its review of measures that have led 
in such a short period to Libyan independ¬ 
ence. 

The Prime Minister of Libya, Mahmoud 
Muntasser, and Count Gonfalonieri, an 
official Italian observer, are taking part in the 
proceedings, and Mr. Adrian Pelt, the United 
Nations High Commissioner, formally 
reported that the goal of independence had 
been reached within the allotted time. He 
emphasized that Libya would need a consider- 
able amount of financial and technical assist¬ 
ance for some years, and that already the 
British, French, and American Governments 
had indicated their willingness to help. 

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, the British Minister of 
Mate, referred in a solicitous statement to the 
ties of friendship between Britain and Libya, 
whom he welcomed into the comity of nations. 
British policy, he said, was frequently under 
attack, but its purposes were really quite 
simple. It stood for the rule of law, which 
alone could be the basis of enduring peace, 
but within that international framework it 
looked to the full satisfaction of legitimate 
national aspirations. He asserted that Britain 
believed that it had done its duty as an 
administering Power in Libya. 

Mr. Lloyd’s hope that this discussion at 
least would not be controversial was received 
by a typical attack by the Russian delegate, 
who protested that Libya was being subjected 
to a cruel regime ” of military occupation. 
Mr. Soldatov gave notice of a Soviet motion 
which would have the Assembly denounce the 
presence of foreign troops in Libya and the 
organization there of foreign military bases. 
Compared with earlier pronouncements by the 
Arab States, the delegate of Egypt took a rela¬ 
tively moderate line, though he, too, called for 
the early withdrawal of foreign troops. 
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EGYPT DEMANDS ENDING OF BRITISH 
ACTION IN ISMAILIA 


WARNING OF READINESS TO USE FORCE 


From Our Special Correspondent 
ISMAILIA, Jan. 23 

The Egyptian Government, it is under¬ 
stood here to-night, has warned the British 
authorities, in a message presented to the 
Embassy in Cairo, that unless General 
Erskine ends his present operations in 
Ismailia, part of which is occupied by 
British troops, forcible opposition may be 
offered. The warning has also reached 
General Erskine, it is reliably reported, 
through the Governor of Suez and the 
Egyptian liaison officer at Headquarters, 
British Troops in Egypt. 

On previous occasions—for example, in 
November when houses at Kafr Abdu 
were to be demolished—the Egyptian 
authorities have threatened police resist¬ 
ance ; but it is being suggested that this 
time the Government has in mind the use 
of military forces. In consequence the 
, British command has to-day taken steps to 
i strengthen the defences of the Moascar 
| garrison, outside Ismailia, which includes 
jGeneral Erskine’sheadquarters. A battery 
of 12 anti-aircraft guns was moved into 
the garrison this morning, and is now 
deployed throughout the area. 

A POLITICAL MATTER 

General Erskine to-night said that the 
Egyptian warning was at present a political 
matter, and he preferred not to prejudice 
the course of diplomatic events by offering 
comment at this stage. 

Ali Helmi Bey, the sub-Governor of 
Ismailia, lo-day admitted to British, French, 
land American Press representatives that the 
: duties of the Egyptian authorities here included 
the suppression of the Kataib, or terrorist 
groups, operating in the town. He alleged. 

■ however, that the control exerted by the British 
i forces in the area prevented the Egyptians 
from carrying out this task. 

, " M - v duty is to maintain public security in 
the town, whether by preventing the Kataib 
trom coming in or by arresting them if they 
succeed in entering.” he said. "But there 
cannot be two authorities maintaining law and 
order ; the regular legal authority is the police.” 
u L- y was spiking in the presence of 
a v a , sl deputy for Ismailia, Said Hussein 
Agha, and of the senator for the Suez Canal 
Mne, Ahmed Atullah Bey. He accused the 
British of brutally ill-treating the Egyptian 
population in the course of their searching and 
occupying operations in Ismailia during the i 
past three days. 

He complained that the inhabitants had been I 
given only 15 minutes’ warning before eviction, 
that houses had been robbed by British 
soldiers, and that food and fuel supplies in 
the town had been reduced to dangerously low i 
levels by the military control. 

Asked if the British bad offered food supplies ■ 
from their own stocks, Helmi Bey said they 
had not. and if they had the offer would have 
been refused. ” It would have been our moral 
duty jo refuse; we would rather die of starva- 

It is, of course, true that much hardship 
was caused by the sudden occupation of a 
large part of Ismailia. and your Correspondent 
has spoken to many soldiers, both officers and 
other ranks, who have been disturbed by its 
necessity. But a necessity it was. If warning 
had been given to the authorities the day 
before, there is no doubt that any terrorists i 
living in the area concerned would have left I 
by morning. If the district had not been 
searched or occupied at all, British lives would 
continue to be lost from fire across the Sweet 
Water Canal. 

HATRED OF BRITAIN 

Nothing is more distressing to any English¬ 
man with pleasant memories of Egypt than to 
experience the hatred of Britain that is now 
everywhere apparent in the native quarter of 
the town. But if the British are to stay in 
the canal zone and maintain the strategic 
security of the Middle East, it is now inevitable 
that they must do so at the cost of good 
relations with the local inhabitants as a whole. 
Fanaticism and evil on the part of a few can] 
unfortunately, be countered only by measures 
that unpleasantly affect many. 

Searching operations have continued to-day 
in several parts of Ismailia, and the occupied i 
areas of the town remain cordoned. During j 
the day, however, a number of Egyptians were 
allowed to enter to remove belongings from! 
their homes, and the British authorities arc 
willing to allow more to do so. In the face of 
overwhelming force, the terrorists have done 
Jitlle to oppose the operations, but three i 
Egyptians were wounded last night in an 
attempt to steal arms from a British post in 
the town. 

To-night flares are being used to prevent 
movement in ihe streets of the occupied areas 
and troops of the 3rd Infantry Brigade are 
watchfully manning the barricades, some of 
barbed wire, some of upturned wagons and 
hand carts, that divide the district under 
British control from the resentful Egyptians 
to the north.__ 

EGYPTIAN REFUSAL TO 
COOPERATE 

A statement issued by the Foreign Office 
says that, after the searching of houses along 
the Quai Mohammed Ali in Ismailia. the 
British authorities approached the Egyptian 
Govemorate, asking officials to take joint 
action to ensure that houses temporarily 
vacated by their Egyptian owners were closed 
and scaled. The sub-Governor of Ismailia, 
on the instructions of the Minister of the 
Interior, stated that he would not permit any 
Egyptian official to witness the closing and 
sealing of these houses. The British authorities 
offered to send a representative to the police 


station to help the Egyptian auhorities in the 
event of any complaints being received by 
house owners in the area. 

The British will lake all necessary measures 
to ensure the safe control of the houses. The 
Egyptian authorities, however, by refusing to 
cooperate in the protection of their own 
nationals’ property, have disqualified them- 
se ' ve ^ from putting forward any complaints 
n 1 c j , owners may make concerning 
alleged loss or damage to ihe property. 

TWO PROTESTS SENT 
TO GENERAL 


MINISTER’S ACCUSATIONS 
AGAINST TROOPS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 23 

Serag ed-Din Pasha, Minister of the 
Interior, called Egyptian and foreign 
journalists to his office to-night and 
informed them that he had sent two pro¬ 
tests to General Erskine against the clear¬ 
ing operations which British forces have 
been carrying out in part of Ismailia. He 
had demanded, he added, that the opera¬ 
tions should cease immediately. 

This announcement was preceded by what the 
Minister called a " true and accurate ” account 
of what had been happening in Ismailia. This 
inflammatory statement embraced all the more 
gruesome flights of fancy indulged in daily 
oy Cairo newspapers. 

It was alleged that women and children had 
been thrown destitute into the streets, that 
mosques had been desecrated, tombs violated, 
savage dogs let loose upon an unarmed people, 
and some Egyptians crucified on trees. When 
pressed for details of the alleged crucifixions, 
the Minister said that one young Egyptian 
had been injured by treatment of this soft. 

EFFECT ON OPINION 

Sf ra B Pasha said the British were mistaken 
it they thought that in this way they could 
change the Egyptian altitude or lowet morale. 
The only effect would be to convince Egyptians 
that Egypt was too small for both them and 
the British. 

The Minister could not say at this stage 
what action the Egyptian Government might 
take. In reply to a question whether the 
Egyptian Army might be used to protect the 
inhabitants of the canal zone from attacks, he 
replied in carefully chosen words that that 
was a matter for the *’ discretion ” of the 
Council of Ministers. 

The operations in Ismailia are to clear a 
part of the town from which British forces 
have frequently been shot at bv Egyptians. 
General Erskine, according to the Minister, 
had replied that the operations were necessarv 
for the safetv of his forces and nationals of 
friendly foreign States. Serag Pasha's com¬ 
ment on this was to the effect that the British 
action was out of all proportion to the provo¬ 
cation. and thai so far as he knew no foreign 
resident had asked for protection. 

SAUDI-ARABIAN MOVE 
FOR A SETTLEMENT 

It was learned at the Foreign Office yes- 
teiday that proposals for a settlement of me 
Anglo-Egyptian dispute, prepared by King 
Abdul-Aziz A! Saud of Arabia, have been 
handed to Mr. G. C. Pelham, the British 
Ambassador in Jeddah, by whom they are 
being forwarded to London. 

The nature of the proposals, and any com¬ 
ment upon them, will not be forthcoming until 
they are received in London and have been 
studied. 

King Abdul-Aziz made proposals for a settle¬ 
ment to the Egyptian Government about two 
weeks ago. 

MR. VYSHINSKY PROMISES 
HELP 


AIMS IN MIDDLE EAST 

Cairo. Jan. 23.—The Cairo newspaper Al 
Mhri to-day quoted Mr. Vyshinsky. Soviet 
Foreign Minister, as saying in an interview 
with its Paris Correspondent: "The Soviet 
Union will try to assist economically and 
politically al! Middle East peoples thirsty for 
liberty and independence to free themselves of 
western economic domination.” 

He was reported to have said: “ The 
struggle of the peoples of North Africa and 
the Middle East, whether in Egypt or Iran 
or elsewhere, has begun to shake the founda¬ 
tions of western domination. 

" There is no doubt that national movements 
towards liberation are not the result of our 
• dangerous scheming*,’ which Achcson told 
the war veterans’ union we are responsible 
for. The struggle is the result of peoples' 
deep conviction of their right to freedom, 
honour, and complete independence. The 
world to-day is witnessing most important 
events in the Middle East. 

" British and American imperialists are 
trying by all means possible to preserve their 
interests in that area, which they consider of 
vital importance in their military strategy 
against peaceful nations."— Reiner. 

ARMS DEPOT EXPLOSION 

IsMAit.iA. Jan. 23.—An explosion occurred 
late to-night in a British Army arms depot at 
Abu Sultan, between Ismailia and Favid. Fire 
broke out after the explosion. A British 
military spokesman said sabotage was sus¬ 
pected. There were no casualties, he added,' 
and the fire was being brought under control. 
The explosion was heard at Ismailia. 15 miles 
away .—Reuter. 
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TWO PROTESTS SENT 
TO GENERAL 


MINISTER’S ACCUSATIONS 
AGAINST TROOPS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 23 

Serag ed-Din Pasha, Minister of the 
Interior, called Egyptian and foreign 
journalists to his office to-night and 
informed them that he had sent two pro¬ 
tests to General Erskine against the clear¬ 
ing operations which British forces have 
been carrying out in part of lsmailia. He 
had demanded, he added, that the opera¬ 
tions should cease immediately. 

This announcement was preceded by what the 
Minister called a true and accurate " account 
of what had been happening in lsmailia. This 
inflammatory statement embraced all the more 
gruesome flights of fancy indulged in daily 
oy Cairo newspapers. 

h was alleged that women and children had 
been thrown destitute into the streets, that 
mosques had been desecrated, tombs violated, 
savage dogs let loose upon an unarmed people, 
and some Egyptians crucified on trees. When 
pressed for details of the alleged crucifixions, 
the Minister said that one young Egyptian 
had been injured by treatment of this sort. 

EFFECT ON OPINION 

Serag Pasha said the British were mistaken 
" they thought that in this way they could 
change the Egyptian altitude or lower morale. 
The oply effeci would be to convince Egyptians 
that Egypt was too small for both them and 
the British. 

The Minister could not say at this stage 
what action the Egyptian Government might 
mke. In reply to a question whether the 
Egyptian Army might be used to protect the 
inhabitants of the canal zone from attacks, he 
replied in carefully chosen words that that 
was a matter for the “discretion” of the 
Council of Ministers. 

The operations in lsmailia are to clear a 
part of the town from which British forces 
have frequently been shot at by Egyptians. 
General Erskine, according to the Minister, 
had replied that the operations were necessary 
for the safety of his forces and nationals of 
friendly foreign States. Serag Pasha’s com¬ 
ment on this was to the effect that the British 
action was out of all proportion to the provo¬ 
cation. and that so far as he knew no foreign 
resident had asked for protection. 


SAUDI-ARABIAN MOVE 
FOR A SETTLEMENT 

it was learned at the Foreign Office yes- 
tetday that proposals for a settlement of me 
Anglo-Egyptian dispute, prepared by King 
Abdui-Aziz A1 Saud of Arabia, have been 
handed to Mr. G. C. Pelham, the British 
Ambassador in Jeddah, by whom they are 
i being forwarded to London. 

The nature of the proposals, and any com¬ 
ment upon them, will not be forthcoming until 
they are received in London and have been 
studied. 

King Abdul-Aziz made proposals for a settle¬ 
ment to the Egyptian Government about two 
weeks ago. _ 

MR. VYSHINSKY PROMISES 
HELP 


AIMS IN MIDDLE EAST 

Cairo. Jan. 23.—The Cairo newspaper Al 
Misri lo-day quoted Mr. Vyshinsky. Soviet 
Foreign Minister, as saying in an interview 
with its Paris Correspondent: '’The Soviet 
Union will try to assist economically and 
politically all Middle East peoples thirsty for 
liberty and independence to free themselves of 
western economic domination.” 

He was reported to have said: ** The 
struggle of the peoples of North Africa and 
the Middle East, whether in Egypt or Iran 
or elsewhere, has begun to shake the founda¬ 
tions of western domination. 

" There is no doubt that national movements 
towards liberation are not the result of our 
* dangerous scheming*,’ which Acheson told 
the war veterans’ union wc arc responsible 
for. The struggle is the result of peoples’ 
deep conviction of their right to freedom, 
honour, and complete independence. The 
world to-day is witnessing most important 
events in the Middle East. 

“ British and American imperialists are 
trying by all means possible 10 preserve their 
interests in that area, which they consider of 
vital importance in their military strategy 
against peaceful nations."— Reuser. 


ARMS DEPOT EXPLOSION 

IsMAit.iA. Jan. 23.—An explosion occurred 
late to-night in a British Army arms depot at 
Abu Sultan, between lsmailia and Fayid. Fire 
broke out after the explosion. A British 
military spokesman said sabotage was sus¬ 
pected. There were no casualties, he added,' 
and the fire was being brought under control. 
The explosion was heard at lsmailia. 15 miles 
away.— Reuter. 
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FUTURE OF THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—All who have the interests of the Sudan 
at heart will welcome Miss Pcrham’s letter 
about its future in your issue of January 21 
and recognize, even it it be with a sharp twinge 
of sadness for the happy past, the truth of 
her thesis that matters have now reached a 
stage when the grant of self-government with¬ 
in the next year or so has become inevitable, 
and that delay would merely increase diffi¬ 
culties and endanger prospects. 

Yet I confess that I am puzzled by Miss 
Perham’s final paragraph. Certainly Egypt 
is her own worst enemy—to the point of suicide 
—and certainly she has iust rights in the 
waters of the Nile, to which in 1929 we 
accorded her priority. and legitimate fears; 
but Miss Perham speaks of the possibility that 
Egypt might ** feel the need, as she would have 
the strength, to destroy the independent 
nationhood ” of the Sudan. Egypt’s assess¬ 
ment of her needs appears to be quite incal¬ 
culable; but so far from believing that she 
would have the strength to crush the Sudanese, 
I think that she would be well advised to reflect 
most seriously upon the capacity of the Sudan¬ 
ese, who are a virile and martial race, control¬ 
ling vast irrigation works upon the upper 
reaches of the Nile, to cause havoc in Egypt, 
Whichever of us is right in our assessment of 
potentialities, I can at least agree with Miss 
Perham as to the importance of a just and 
friendly settlement between the three parties 
before it is too late 

Yours faithfully, 

HAROLD MacMICHAEL. 
Nouds, Teynham, Kent. 
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BRITISH WARNING TO CAIRO 
GOVERNMENT 


NO NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL ATTACKS ON 
TROOPS STOP 

The British Embassy in Cairo has given a warning that there 
can be no basis for negotiations with the Egyptian Government un til 
action has been taken to end attacks on British forces in the canal zone. 

The Egyptian threat to oppose General Erskine’s troops by force 
has caused the British authorities to take steps to ensure that British 
troops will not be taken by surprise. 


EFFECTS OF WAFD 
POLICY 


DIFFICULTIES OF A 
RETREAT 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Jan. 24 

The Iraqi Ambassador’s visit to Farag 
Pasha, the acting Foreign Minister, to-day 
provides material for Press forecasts of 
negotiations between Egypt and the United 
Kingdom, and a spokesman of the British 
Embassy gave a warning that there could 
be no real basis for any speculations of 
that kind until action had been taken to 
put an end to attacks on British forces in 
the canal zone. He recalled Mr. Eden's 
remarks in that connexion a fortnight ago, 
and added that unfortunately the tendency 
in the interval had been for the situation 
in the canal zone to become worse rather 
than better and for the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment in increasing measure to identify 
itself publicly with terrorist activities. 

Last night’s violent tirade by the Mini¬ 
ster of the Interior depressed all those who 
are seeking a way out of the impasse. It 
is probably to be explained by the internal 
factors which bedevil the Anglo-Egyptian 
question. The “national struggle,” as it 
is called, is being used as cover by the 
Muslim Brotherhood and Communist 
influences which are intent on bringing 
down the present rdgime and the Minister 
was doubtless concerned to bring public 
agitation back into an exclusively anti- 
British channel. British operations at 
Jsmailia provided a useful text, and the 
tenor of some of the Minister’s remarks 
leads observers to expect still bigger and 
bloodier incidents in the canal zone, which 
may compel the British forces to extend 
their responsibilities for public order and 
security there. That will not, of course, 
advance Egypt’s national aspirations 
much, and the possibility that Egypt, 
baulked in the canal zone, may break out 
into uncontrolled disorders in the delta 
gives cause for some anxiety here. 

BASIC UNPOPULARITY 

It is not easy to see how Britain or the 
western Powers generally can help to arrest 
the deterioration of the situation. Every step 
taken by the Wafd Government, which is itself 
basically unpopular, to keep a few steps ahead 
of the street leaves it with so much less free¬ 
dom to negotiate. It also tends to create con¬ 
ditions in which other political leaders 
are reluctant to assume responsibility for 
government. There is an impression that, 
between some influential but moderate circles 
here and the western Powers, defence arrange¬ 
ments that would give Britain efficient main¬ 
tenance of the canal zone base might be reached 
without undue difficulty. How the matter of 
King Farouk’s title stands is less clear. 

Statements such as Serag ed-Din Pasha’s 
havean impact on public opinion which makes 
it difficult for the Palace to change the Govern¬ 
ment without appearing to be unpatriotic. In 
any event the Palace would have as a conse¬ 
quential measure to suspend the constitution, 
or alternatively hold elections within three 
months. It is not to be taken for granted that 
at the end of that period the Wafd, which is 
the only well-organized political party in the 
country, would not again be returned to power. 

So. whatever opinion may be held about the 
Wafd Government, it would be convenient to 
be able to deal with it. But observers here are 
probably right in thinking that the Wafd is 
neither willing nor able to go back on the 
“ national struggle “—that is to say, call off the 
canal zone hostilities—or on the constitution 
enacted for the Sudan. Nobody can say with 
certainty all that is in its mind. 

CONSENSUS OF OPINION 

It may still hope that by increasing the pres¬ 
sure Egypt can bring the United Kingdom to 
concede its full demands. The apparent reluct¬ 
ance of the United States to take a physical 
stand beside Britain in defence of their, joint 
interest could encourage a hope of that kind. 
The consensus of opinion, however, is that the 
Wafd is setting the stage for a departure from 
office in the role of defenders of liberty and 


independence, and it would not be wise to 
assume that Egyptian opinion in its present 
irrational mood would not go all the way with 
them m a Moussadek-like policy of catastrophe. 

The worst, however, seldom happens in 
Egypt- There is still a large body ot opinion 
I friendly to Britain and the British and in 
favour of defence cooperation with the west. 
I But it is feared that new leadership cannot be 
asserted unless it is fortified by important 
British concessions on the issues of evacua¬ 
tion and the Sudan. In the meantime there 
is an obvious danger that the development of 
events may involve Britain on the military side 
ot its policy in much larger and more embar¬ 
rassing measures than were visualized when the 
crisis broke out three months ago. 

BRITISH FORCES ON 
THE ALERT 


STRENGTHENED FLANK AT 
ISMAILIA 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, Jan. 24 
The Egyptian Government’s threat to 
oppose General Erskine’s troops by force, 
coupled with yesterday’s statements by 
Serag ed-Din Pasha in Cairo, has led to a 
change of atmosphere in the canal zone. 
It seems unlikely that the Egyptian Army 
will be foolhardy enough to rush into 
action, but the British authorities are 
taking the necessary steps to ensure that 
British forces, will not be taken by surprise 
by any Egyptian move in the near future. 

In Ismailia, for example, the right flank of 
the 3rd Infantry Brigade, which is controlling 
the town, has to-day been strengthened to con¬ 
tain a small contingent of the Egyptian Army 
at the eastern end of the town. There is an air 
of extra alertness and preparation among the 
various formations guarding the Quay 
Mohammed Ali and occupying the streets to 
the north of it. This afternoon a Bofors 
40mm. gun and a Vickers heavy machine-gun 
were both trained on the Government building, 
which also contained the Egyptian police head¬ 
quarters, and a second Bofors gun was stationed 
at the Suez bridge over the Sweet Water Canal. 
Along the canal banks British infantry were 
digging in. 

Farther north, British troops were reported 
to be in positions around an Egyptian Army 
camp in which an armoured unit is stationed. 
Inside Moascar garrison a battery of anti¬ 
aircraft guns is at the alert, and to-night its 
crews will sleep beside their guns. 

British searching operations have also con¬ 
tinued. Further areas of Ismailia were investi¬ 
gated this morning, and the village of Geneifa. 
between Rayd and Suez, was also searched 
during the day. Six policemen were detained, 
and four of them have admitted having been 
involved in attacks on the water filtration 
plant at Kafr Abdou, outside Suez. 

INQUIRY INTO NUN’S 
DEATH 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Jxn. 24 
A State Department spokesman said to-day 
that after a most thorough and careful investi¬ 
gation into the death at Ismailia last Satur¬ 
day of Sister Anthony, the American nun, the 
United States Consul, Mr. Mutliner, had 
reported to the department that he had been 
unable to determine who was responsible for 
firing the fatal shot. 

SUDAN COTTON PURCHASE 


LIVERPOOL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Raw Cotton Commission announced 
at Liverpool yesterday that, as a result of 
negotiations in Liverpool and Khartoum, 
agreements had been reached between the 
British Raw Couon Commission and the 
Sudan Gezira Board and the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment by which the commission had purchased 
60 per cent, of the 1952 cotton crop marketed 
by the Sudan Gezira Board and of the 1952, 
Egyptian type long stapled cotton crops 
marketed by the Sudan Government. 

The prices agreed were on the basis of price! 
levels ruling in Egypt and the Sudan over the 
last few weeks for part of the purchases, while: 
for the balance prices would be based on the 
average of certain quotations in the Alexandria 
market during the months of January, Febru- 
a<7 and March. 1952. The unsold portions 
of the crops will be offered for sale on terms! 
and conditions to be announced chnrrt., I 
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SUDAN COTTON PURCHASE 


LIVERPOOL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Raw Cotton Commission announced 
at Liverpool yesterday that, as a result of 
negotiations in Liverpool and Khartoum, 
agreements had been reached between the 
British Raw Cotton Commission and the 
Sudan Gezira Board and the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment by which the commission had purchased 
60 per cent, of the 1952 cotton crop marketed 
by the Sudan Gezira Board and of the 1952 
Egyptian type long stapled cotton crops 
marketed by the Sudan Government. 

The prices agreed were on the basis of price 
levels ruling in Egypt and the Sudan over the 
last few weeks for part of the purchases, while 
for the balance prices would be based on the 
average of certain quotations in the Alexandria 

market during the months of January, Febru¬ 
ary and March. 1952. The unsold portions 
of the crops will be offered for sale on terms 
and conditions to be announced shortly. 
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DAHSHUR PYRAMID AREA 


DR. FAKHRI'S SEARCH FOR 
4th DYNASTY RELICS 

FROM OUR CAIRO CORRESPONDENT 

Dr. Ahmed Fakhri, of the Department of 
Antiquities, has begun a comprehensive survey 
of the whole Dahshur pyramid area, on the 
western side of the Nile some 25 miles south 
of Cairo. During 1950 Dr. Fakhri established 
that the famous Bent Pyramid of Dahshur 
belonged to Snefru, first king of the fourth 
Dynasty and father of Cheops, builder of the 
Great Pyramid of Giza. He also traced the 
course of the causeway that led from the Bent 
Pyramid down to the valley temple which 
formed part of the ancient pyramid complex 
In October and November he found that 
much of the valley temple was still in existence, 
and that its walls, unlike those of the valley 
temple of Cheops, were covered with inscrip¬ 
tions and reliefs. These, it is hoped, will pro¬ 
vide valuable information about the early 
organization of the kingdom and its religious 
system. & 

, . Dr - Fajchri also found two statues of the 
king which are among the earliest royal statues 
In Dece ^ b ^ he made an important 
find 10ft. east of the little pyramid at Dahshur, 
which is thought to have.been built by Snefru’s 
w]fe. It is a stone 16ft, high belonging to 
Snefru, and bearing hieroglyphics above which 
are the god H or us in the form of a bird and 
’ y?? ot the kmg, among them that of 
King of Lower and Upper Egypt. These are 
the first inscriptions relative to Snefru to have 
been discovered. 
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BRITISH “DESIGNS” IN 
LIBYA 


EGYPTIAN ATTACK IN U.N. 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jan. 25 

The welcome extended by the United Nations 
to the new kingdom of Libya was envenomed 
in the ad hoc political committee to-day by a 
violent attack from Egypt on British 
“ designs ” in the Stale and the tabling of an 
Egyptian draft calling for the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops within six months and the 
relinquishing of foreign military bases to the 
Libyan authorities. 

This move is in line with a Russian request 
for the withdrawal of troops within three 
months and the “ liquidation ” of military 
bases, and it contrasts with the more benign 
attitude of other Arab States. Its inspiration 
is obvious. 

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, the British Minister of 
State, strongly rejected these charges, which, 
-ru sa ir’. been made in deplorable terms. 
The British authorities had given the same 
ireedom of opinion in their administration of 
Libya as existed in the United Kingdom, and 
the constitutional organization of the new 
State was in full accord with Libyan wishes. 
The British administration had been scrupu¬ 
lously careful not to impose jts wishes on 
Libyan officials and temporary financial agree¬ 
ments were in no way intended to limit the 
complete independence of the State. 

Mr. Lloyd stated that the continued presence 
of some British forces depended on the con¬ 
sent of the Libyan Government and people 
and they would not have remained had they 
nm been willingly accepted by all classes of 
Libyans. All these arrangements were con¬ 
cluded as between free and equal partners, and 
they neither involved nor implied any deroga¬ 
tion of Libyan sovereignty. 

The discussion will be continued to-morrow. 
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THREE-HOUR BATTLE IN 
ISMAILIA 

BRITISH SHELL AND CAPTURE 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS 


STATE OF EMERGENCY IN CAIRO 

British troops yesterday assaulted and took by force the two 
principal police buildings in Ismailia after the Egyptian police, acting 
on orders from Cairo, had refused to surrender. 

The fighting lasted for three hours. Three British soldiers and 
41 Egyptian policemen were killed and there were a number of 
wounded. About 790 police eventually surrendered, of whom not more 
than 100 were regulars. 

Later the sub-Govemor of Ismailia presented to General 
Matthews a message stating that the Egyptian Government held the 
British authorities responsible for what they had done. 


ARMY ORDER 
DEFIED 

FIERCE EGYPTIAN 
RESISTANCE 

From Our Special Correspondent 
ISMAILIA, Jan. 25 
Troops under General Erskine’s com¬ 
mand to-day assaulted and took by force 
the two main police headquarters in 
Ismailia, as' a direct consequence of the 
Egyptian Government’s threat to use 
force if British operations in the town 
continued. Police of the Boulac el Nizam , 
or auxiliary guard companies, offered i 
strong resistance, and in severe fighting, 1 
which lasted for some three hours, three 
British soldiers and 41 Egyptian police¬ 
men were killed. A British officer and 
12 other ranks were wounded and 30 
Egyptian policemen are now in a British 


policemen, not more than a hundred of' 
them regulars, are now in British hands. 

The drastic British action, in which 
tanks, armoured cars, and infantry were 
engaged, followed a refusal by the police 
to lay down their arms and give them¬ 
selves up to the British forces. The 
orders to resist given them by the Egyptian 
Government, and enforced by the local 
police commander, Lewa Raif Bey, were 
described by General Erskine this even-, 
ing as - lunacy." 

After the surrender General Matthews, 
within whose command the 3rd Infantry' 
Brigade is included, met the sub- 
Governor of Ismailia and received from 
him a message from the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. This stated that the Government 
held the British authorities responsible for 
“ all that they had done against the town, 
its inhabitants, and the police." 

MESSAGE SENT 

At dawn this morning a troop of Cen¬ 
turion tanks of the 4th Royal Tank Regi¬ 
ment, with armoured cars of The Royal 
Dragoons and infantry of the 1st Batta¬ 
lion, The Lancashire Fusiliers, moved 
along the Quai Mohammed Ali into the 
European section of the town and took 
up positions surrounding the Caracol, or 
Governorate, which is the headquarters 
of the regular police, and a group of 
buildings known as the Bureau Sanitaire, 
in which some 600 auxiliary policemen 
have been stationed. The operation was 
primarily designed to remove the threat 
to British security represented by these 
ill-disciplined and often ill-intentioned 
irregulars. 

At a quarter past six a message was sent 
to Ali Helmi Bey, sub-Govemor of 
Ismailia, declaring that the auxiliary 
police, by sheltering and aiding “ lawless 
persons," had proved themselves a 
menace, and that the British authorities 
therefore intended to expel them from the 
canal zone. 

A FUSILLADE 

The sub-Govemor was told that all police, 
both regular and auxiliary, must assemble with¬ 
out arms outside their barracks within 15 
their 20-poundcr guns directed at point-blank i 
range towards the police buildings, loud-' 


found 552 rifles, sub-machine guns, and pistols, 
and more than 100,000 rounds of ammunition. 

When the fighting had ended in the area 
of the Bureau Sanitaire Brigadier Exham 


mishl lake, i 0 dedpda!. He mi offered 
a Bmlsh ambulance, but refused on the ground 
h ?P our of lhe P° lic « would be im- 
faired by his acceptance. He was then told 
that he would be allowed an Egyptian ambu- 
This offer he also refi^^Hirdalared 
passionately that his men would “ rather die 
ngnttng. A further ultimatum was therefore 
presented to him, warning the police that, 
unless they surrendered within 15 minutes, 

cS raled 6re W0Uld h® opened on the 

TIME-LIMIT EXTENDED 

waT'stfifrio'sign of^om^Ua'^^d^t 1 th * 1 * 
company a # 1 ^ P Lmcalhire h FtSM:‘!^ S iying 
along the bank of the canal, and armoured 
cars of The Royal Dragoons directed fierce 
nre at a range of a few yards for about three 

ssatJfstasssfs.taMi3! 

was pitted With bullet holes. Every window 
abo've 1 'was a ta S ttered' d ’ "* Egypua ° 
friendly to British servicemen, 

women” from ,be Caraco1 cells . some of them 
d,C tllou S h every room was 

bee llES and rubb e - only one Egyptian had 


Caracol, finding another armoury 3 and 3 large 
quantities ol ammunition. Military policemen 
took over point duty in the town as the first 
European civilians cautiously opened their 
frontdoors. For the first time for some weeks 
your Correspondent found himself obliged to 
observe traffic regulations which had fallen into 
Abeyance since the partial breakdown of law 

DISTURBING SIGHT 

This afternoon Ismailia was gradually 
awakening to life again. Dust and the smell 
of cordite were in the air, but groups of 
Greeks and Italians wandered through the 


Brigadier E. 6. Exham, commanding the 3rd 
Infantry Brigade, who was in charge of the 
operation, but hvc minutes later the British 
troops surrounding the Bureau Sanitaire were 
nfed|On. A tank was ordered to fire a warning 
intended to repeat the loud-speakcMnstruc" 
tions.onoe more; but the shot was followed by 
a fusillade from Ibe-auxiliary police inside the 
Bureau Sanitaire compound. Brigadier Exham 
group of buildings, and for the'imc'belne'the 
Caracol remained quiet. Heavy British fire 
retumetTf d ° n Bure3u Sani,aire ’ and was 
Lmcashire^Ificrklvith'ta'nk "an^armoured 

fm^'^rkr^nT’dttM 

exchanges a number of soldiers were wounded. 

HEAVIER GUNS 

z tas ssstus 

a liaison officer and told to instruct hts m^n 
to cease fire. He ret used. He declined to 
enter the area himself and said that the police 
were resisting under orders from Cairo. 


troops were regrouping on the grass of French 
Square. Two police officers and 50 constables 
were allowed to return to the wreckage of the 
Caracol this evening to resume then duties, 
but the remainder, including the commanding 
officer, are detained. Troops of the 3rd 
lnfantiy Brigade remain for die moment in 
| occupation of the European section of 
There was hardly a British officer in Ismailia 
'this evening who did not look back on the 
events of the day with feelings of shock and 
regret, though it is generally agreed that 
General Erskine was justified, in view of the 


a bairacks full of policemen, however 
malicious their actions in the past and what¬ 
ever menace they might offer for the future. 

The mixed motives of the police in resisting 
so strongly—motives in which patriotism and 
other honourable feelings have their place- 
made the operation still less like the exciting 
field-day which some soldiers had expected. 
Europeans living in the town to whom your 
Correspondent talked this afternoon were 
without exception relieved at the course of 
events, and fearful only that the British would 
withdraw again. Bui many British soldiers 
are lo-mghi finding it harder than ever to 
remember the ultimate objectives of the present 
British operations in the canal zone, objectives 
which are. after all, concerned with the main- 


FAILURE OF EFFORTS 
AT PERSUASION 

AUXILIARY POLICE NOT 
UNDER CONTROL 

the^Foreign Office in Umdon ytsta* 


fire confinuTd"'howe ,C **' demol 'shed. Police 
given that the Bureau Sanitaire °nmst "be 
assaulted. In French Square, the centre of 

the attack, while intense mortar, tank, and 
-joured-car fire was directed at the police 

thf S;r^d a P‘ n cVX°1d k i n nf 

ESlSri TsSSfi 2"? 

fire came from the police. and'theThree'falal 
British casualties all occurred during the move 


Egyptian auxiliary police in Ismailia. The 
decision to undertake this operation, which 

taken only 1 after every effort had P been made 
by the British authorities in Egypt to persuade 
the Egyptian authorities concerned to bring 
the activities of these auxiliary police under 
control. Although the Egyptian authorities 
themselves have explicitly recognized that the 
responsibility for the maintenance of order 
and security, including the security of the 
British forces in Ismailia. is that of the 
Egyptian police, all representations to the 
| Egyptian Government to carry our iheir obli- 
The normal role of the auxiliary police is to 


gvajjnfitfiix&tj! 

The Lancashire Fusiliers assaulted the posi¬ 
tions against continued heavy opposition, and 
at half past 10 the first auxiliary policemen 
emerged from the Bureau Sanitaire ro| 


: lellaJieen, still walking. M 


d Era 

s sr&'Swfia'SJs ss 

mM3m 

y the auxiliary police companies in Ismailia. 

s Mass asrt sutss 

t- enforce the disarmament of the auxiliary 
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EGYPTIAN CABINET 
SUMMONED 


FIVE-HOUR MEETING 


DECISION POSTPONED 
TILL TO-MORROW 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Jan. 25 

The Egyptian Cabinet held a special 
meeting to-night to consider the Ismailia 
tragedy, and after five hours’ discussion 
adjourned until Sunday, when its decisions 
will be announced. 

Strong reaction by the Cabinet is 
expected, particularly in view of the posi¬ 
tion taken up by the Minister of the 
Interior, Serag-ed-Din, in his statement to 
the Press two nights ago on the much less 
serious affair of the British Army’s clear¬ 
ance operation in Ismailia town. Asked 
after to-night’s meeting whether the 
Cabinet had decided to use the Egyptian 
Army to resist the British, or to rupture 
diplomatic relations between Egypt and 
the United Kingdom, the Minister of the 
Interior said only that it would be better 
not to indulge in any speculations for the 
time being. 

A serious clash between the police—or at 
least the auxiliary police—and British troops 
in the canal zone had been expected sooner or 
later. They are held by the British to have 
taken part in several attacks in which British 
Eves have been lost. On the other hand, they 
are apparently under standing orders from the 
Minister to resist by force measures which the 
British Army may take for its own safety. The 
possible consequences of a failure to comply, 
even against vastly superior force, have been 
brought home to them by the example being 
made of Lewa Rauf Bey, the inspector of police 
for the Charkieyeh province, who surrendered 
with a large body of police to British troops 
during recent searches of Tel el Kebir villages. 
It has been reported in the newspapers that he 
is to be court-martialled for “ weak and 
defeatist conduct.” 

“TO THE LAST MAN” 

The evening newspapers report in regard to 
to-day’s affair that the police commandant at 
Ismailia communicated with the Minister of 
the Interior in Cairo and was ordered to refuse 
the British demand that the auxiliary police 
should give up their arms, and “ to fight to the 
last man.” 

The battle at Ismailia fits into the pattern 
of the Egyptian “ national struggle ”—a 
crescendo of incidents in the canal zone, 
accompanied by widespread bloodshed, which, 
by its impact on world opinion will, it is 
hoped, make it morally impossible for the 
British to continue standing on their rights. 
The embarrassment of the British Govern¬ 
ment, if compelled by the development of 
events to take over responsibility for the civil 
government of parts of the canal zone, is 
regarded as another factor in Egypt’s favour. 
To-day’s action at Ismailia is not yet the 
beginning of military government. The British 
intention is to evacuate the auxiliary police 
from the zone, but to leave the regular 
Egyptian police to carry out their normal 
duties. It is not, however, to be assumed that 
the Minister of the Interior in Cairo will permit 
the police to cooperate in this way with the 
British. # 

Admitting the necessity of the action taken 
by General Erskine, its timing was, from 
the political viewpoint, perhaps unfortunate. 
Newspapers had already been asking, in the 
light of the Minister of the Interior’s state¬ 
ments on the clearance of part of Ismailia by 
British military forces for the purposes of 
search, why the Government did not sever 
diplomatic relations with Britain. Retaliation 
against British civilians by expelling them all 
from the country and sequestrating their 
property is another measure which had been 
canvassed. Whatever the issue of the Cabinet 
meeting may be, it is to be feared that it will 
be of a kind to accentuate the crisis in Anglo- 
Egyptian relations. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Am¬ 
bassador, called on Mr. Calfery, the American 
Ambassador, this morning and informed him 
of the action being taken oy the British Army 

at Ismailia. Demonstrators gathered in 
several parts of Cairo to-night and joined in a 
procession through the streets. They shouted 
against “ British imperialism ” and demanded 
arms to avenge the policemen killed in the 
canal zone. 
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SHIPS BEING SENT 
FROM MALTA 


POSSIBLE CANAL ZONE 
REINFORCEMENTS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

MALTA, Jan. 25 

The aircraft carrier Ocean (Captain 
C. L. G. Evans), the cruiser Euryalus 
(Captain P. L. Collard), and the destroyer 
Chivalrous (Commander M. A. Hemans) 
sailed to-day from Malta after loading 
ammunition. 

Official spokesmen did not disclose the ships’ 
destination, but said they had sailed “as a 
precautionary measure.” According to reliable 
sources their destination is the area of Egypt. 

The cruiser Liverpool (Captain J. D. Luce) 
is already in the canal zone, and the cruiser 
Cleopatra (Captain J. Grant) is steaming there 
from Benghazi. Also leaving to-day for an 
officially unknown destination and with an un¬ 
known date of return are the cruiser Glasgow 
(Captain J. Holmes), the destroyers Saintes 
(Captain P. Dawnay), Armada (Commander 
G. E. P. Milbum), Aisne (Commander M. G. 
Haworth), Jutland (Commander I. M. 
Balfour), Agincourt (Captain M. J. Evans), 
and Corunna (Commander R. H. C. Wyld), 
and the fast minelayer Manxman (Captain 
J.T. Lean). Throughout to-day the ships have 
been recalling ships’ companies, fuelling, and 
making ready for sea. 


An Admiralty announcement last night said: 
“ Information received in the Admiralty indi¬ 
cates that the Commander-in-Chief, Mediter¬ 
ranean, Admiral Sir John Edelsten has, or is 
sailing a number of his ships from Malta. The 
Admiralty is not in a position to comment, 
beyond observing that the Commander-in- 
Chief may consider that some reinforcement in 
the canal zone may be necessary.” 
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The report of a commission of the Church 
Assembly published to-day recom¬ 
mends experimental deviations from 
the prescribed forms of worship for an 
interim period, (p. 3) 

The Ministry of Transport issued a state¬ 
ment last night about the legality of 
pedestrian crossings arising out of a 
decision by Bristol magistrates on 
Thursday, (p. 4) 

Mr. Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
will make a statement in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday on the economic 
and financial situation, and will give 
details of economies proposed by the 
Government (p. 4) 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh, broadcasting 
last night on the economic crisis, 


EGYPT 

The sorry tale of bombardment and loss 

of life in the canal zone can bring only 

distress and anxiety to Britain. General 
Erskine is doing his duty. British policy 
is to stand fast in the canal zone until 
other means for its international defence 
can be agreed with Egypt; and it is his 
task to safeguard the great dumps and 
bases that lie along the line of the canal 
and the routes along which food and other 
supplies must pass. Certainly it is no 
part of British policy to court armed con¬ 
flict with Egyptians or to impose harsh 
measures upon the local population. Yet 
these are the straits .to which General 
Erskine has been driven by the campaign 
of terrorist attack upon his men and posi¬ 
tions and by the refusal of the local 
Egyptian officials to cooperate in keeping 
the peace. It is hard to see how there can 
be any weakening in the resolve to main¬ 
tain British control over the canal zone 
until its security can be guaranteed in 
other ways, but the time has clearly 
arrived to ask how far the spreading 

can, or should, be allowed to go. 

It is small comfort to anyone who 
watches the growing clash and the mount¬ 
ing resentment of the ordinary citizens of 
the towns in the canal area to know that 
the real responsibility for this tragic 
development belongs to the Wafdist 
Government which has deliberately 
chosen to encourage terrorism. General 
Erskine’s duty in the zone has been 
made nearly intolerable by the neighbour¬ 
hood of large towns like Ismailia and 
Suez from whose shelter the terrorists can 
reach out, unimpeded by the local 
guardians of law and order. Given the 
aid of the Egyptian police and officials, 
he could have spared their inhabitants, as 
he has wished to spare them, from any 
hardship or suffering. As it is, he has 
been driven to courses which the British 
troops out there as much as the British 
public here detest. The bombardment of 
the headquarters in Ismailia of the 
armed auxiliary police, who have in 
fact taken a leading part in the guerrilla 
activities, symbolizes his dilemma and 
marks the lengths to which he has 
been compelled to go. It marks, too, the 
unlimited liability for violent action which 
may yet be involved in the task of main¬ 
taining the British stand against a fanatical 
challenge, which will only gain in Egyptian 
favour with each clash. None of this is of 
British seeking, yet anti-British feeling 
throughout Egypt will be further inflamed 
as these unhappy events seem to lend fresh 
colour to the Egyptian Government’s con¬ 
tention that Egyptian territory is being 
occupied by force in defiance of Egyptian 
rights. In many other countries there will, 
inevitably, if unfairly, be more sympathy 
for Egypt than for Britain. The Egyptian 
Government is already receiving support 
not only from the Arab block but from 
countries in Asia. Not least, indeed, there 
will be much heart-searching in this coun¬ 
try itself, reflected no doubt in Parliament 
when it meets next Tuesday. 

It is no novelty for Britain, in doing her 
best to discharge responsibilities which 
are the concern of all the Powers, great 
and small, that have an interest in the 
security of the Middle East, to be 
denounced as an “ imperialist Power" 
engaged in repressing Egyptian nationalist 
aspirations. What is new is the repressive 
action which she is now forced reluctantly 
to take. It is easy, and true, to say that 
the sooner the custody of the zone 
becomes recognized as an international 
responsibility the sooner will Britain be 
free from this false position. Yet, in the 
I crisis of the moment, this does not help. 
The Egyptians have refused the four- 
Power offer of collective defence. While 
the present Government and the present 

| popular mood persist in Egypt there is 

likely to be no retreat from the insistence 

that the canal zone—and the Sudan—must 

first be freed from British occupation. 
To-day the responsibility rests solely upon 
• Britain, It is for the British Government 
1 to decide what limits can be set, if any. 
to the evil consequences of the present 
confrontation with the officially sponsored 
but widely popular Egyptian resistance to 
the British presence; and it is for them 

to decide what fresh steps, if any, can 
be taken to seek a way of keeping the 
canal zone safe and preserving the security 
of the Middle East which will not exact 
this mounting toll of violence. 

The best and evident remedy lies in 
Egyptian hands. On the instant the 
terrorist resistance, and the clash of force, 
could be ended by Egyptian command. 
Even then a new policy for the new phase 
would be needed from Britain. Inevitably 
the declaration has gone out from London 

that there can be no negotiation with the 

present Egyptian Government while the 
campaign of violence, which it has 
inspired, continues. Equally inevitably the 
basis must be ready for negotiation if the 
chance comes. This is not merely a pro¬ 
blem of Britain and Egypt. It is a problem 
of the Middle East and of the Arab world. 
It is not enough, though it is essential, for 
Britain, France, the United States, and 
Turkey to have their defence plan. To be 
effective, and to be accepted, whether in 
Egypt or elsewhere, the plan must have 
roots in the Middle Eastern countries 
themselves. British policy for Middle 
Eastern defence must be a policy also for 
friendly and fruitful relations with the 
Middle Eastern countries, with the Arab 
countries—and with Israel 

The feud between the Arab States and 
Israel, so long as it lasts, bedevils rela¬ 
tions between the Arab States and the 
western world. Britain may be able to 
do little to remove Arab grievances against 
Israel without American cooperation, 
which depends rn the willingness of the 
United States to undertake positive respon¬ 
sibilities in a region whose importance to 
international security is only now being 
appreciated by American public opinion. 
Yet even while the tension between the 


Arab States and Israel continues, Britain 
might do more than she is doing at present 
to set right her own relations with the 
Arab world. What is needed from this 
country is a new approach which makes 
due allowance for the impatience of Arab 
Governments at anything that looks to 
them like dictation from the west—and 
which takes full account of all Arab 
leaders’ suggestions for their own defence. 
The efforts now being made separately by 
the Prime Minisier of Iraq and by the 
Kino of Saudi Arabia to reconcile the 
needs of Middle Eastern defence with the 
satisfaction of Egypt’s legitimate national 
aspirations are not being favourably 

received in Cairo, where the present temper 
is too high. Yet they are both examples 
of the kind of initiative from the Arab side 
that should be encouraged if Anglo-Arab 
understanding is to be reached. 

There are still people in Egypt who 
believe that a compromise with Britain is 
possible both over the canal zone and 
over the Sudan, but while the Wafdist 
Government continues to incite terrorists 
against British forces there is no prospect 
of successful negotiations. At the same 
time other Egyptian leaders will remain 
reluctant to take charge of national affairs 
unless they are first fortified by the 
prospect that Britain may make conces¬ 
sions, when not under duress, to Egyptian 
feelings. British policy towards Egypt, as 
towards the rest of the Arab world, has 
to be shaped by the underlying purpose 
which this country shares with her western 
allies—the security and progress of the 
Middle East and its peoples. This—not 
conflict with the Egyptians—is the British 
aim and interest. To achieve it may 
require adjustment of western ideas and 
western plans in recognition of the spirit 
of nationalism by which these peoples are 
now so strongly inspired. Just because 
Britain is now involved in greater diffi¬ 
culties in the Middle East than any of her 
western allies it must fall to her to take 
the lead in a new kind of approach to 
the forces of Middle Eastern nationalism. 

New Members 

While many delegations abstained from 
voting, the Political Committee of the 
General Assembly yesterday approved 
the Soviet proposal that the Security 
Council be asked to reconsider the claims 
of thirteen States which have been waiting 
a long time to be members of the United 
Nations, and also to take into account the 
claims of a brand-new State, Libya. The 
vote is a welcome step forward, offering 
hope that years of wearisome haggling 
and vetoing will be ended. The committee 
at the same time passed a Peruvian resolu¬ 
tion which suggests that each application 
should be considered on its merits. At 
first sight this seems a complicating factor, 
but the Peruvian resolution could, with 
a little discretion, be dovetailed satisfac¬ 
torily with the Soviet formula. What is 
important is that the opportunity should 


the fourteen States. Russia has made 
it plain that it is a matter of all or none. 
Of the fourteen only five can be called 
satellites of the Soviet Union; and even 
the inclusion of Outer Mongolia, with 
its shadowy sovereignty, is a small price 
to pay for the great advantage of securing 
the admittance of Italy, Ceylon and Eire. 

Both resolutions, Russian and Peruvian, 
are now passed on to the General 
Assembly. Here it will be necessary for 
the Russians to receive an extra three 
votes in order to gain the required two- 
thirds majority. The American delega¬ 
tion will probably do its best to hinder 
this increase, for the United States sets 
its face against admitting some of Russia’s 
satellites and resents the exclusion of 
South Korea from the Russian list 
Nevertheless, the large number of absten¬ 
tions from yesterday's voting seems 
to show that many States are begin¬ 
ning to favour the admission of new 
members en bloc ; and the Americans have 
promised that if the resolution comes 
before the Security Council they will not 
veto it if seven votes are cast in its favour. 
The western Powers may not like all the 
countries on the Soviet list, but they 

should take the rough with the smooth 

and think more of welcoming their own 


| The Commission of the Church 
| Assembly on Church and State, whose re¬ 
port is published to-day, was faced with 
two alternative lines of approach to its 
problem. It might seek to draw up an 
ideal constitution for the Church ol 
England, considering who should have 
authority rather than what use should be 
made of it; or it might concentrate on the 
measures immediately needed to remove 
the Church's worse grievances and clarify 
its relations with the State. In choosing 
the second method it showed realism and 
fidelity to the Anglican tradition. Fot 
those preoccupied with the question ol 
authority it seems indefensible that a pre¬ 
dominantly lay and largely non-Anglican 
Parliament should have a veto on Church 
legislation; that appellate jurisdiction ovei 
ecclesiastical causes should be vested in a 
lay tribunal; and that a major influence 
in appointing bishops should be the advice 
of a Prime Minister who may not be a 
Christian. The practical question, how- 
ever, is how this system works. The ill 
consequences of the arrangement are in 
fact far fewer than its theoretical defects 
would suggest. The English Church 
Settlement is the result of a close and 
practical partnership between Church and 
State and it would be dangerous to sup¬ 
pose that one partner could withdraw 
without injury to the other. Accordingly 
the commission has ruled out disestablish- 
j ment. or rather classified it as only the Iasi 


Church of Scotland which has its own 
legislative assembly and its own courts 
unfettered by State interference. But the 
Church of Scotland has a long tradition 
of direct lay participation in ecclesiastical 
government, whereas in England Parlia¬ 
ment has always been the main vehicle 
of lay opinion on religious questions 
Although the Church Assembly bas been 
legally recognized as the initiator of legis¬ 
lation for the Church of England it cannot 
yet claim to represent the Anglican mind 
fully. The Assembly has a lay house, but 
those lay members of the Church who 
take an active part in Church government 
are few and cannot be said to represent 
the attitude of average practising Angli¬ 
cans. When Parliament rejected the re¬ 
vised Prayer Book of 1928 many Angli¬ 
cans were relieved, and, as later event! 
showed, the clergy's enthusiasm for the 
book was short-lived. Since those day- 
of bitter controversy the Church ol 
England has probably come nearer to a 
common mind, but many clergymen still 
hold that the authorized Prayer Book ol 
1662 has become a source of confusioo 
and even of heresy, now that it has to be 
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NAHAS PASHA DISMISSED 
BY KING FAROUK 


ALY MAHER PASHA FORMS 
NEW CABINET 


MARTIAL LAW AFTER DAY OF RIOTS 

King Farouk last night dismissed Nahas Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, and called on Aly Maher Pasha to form a new Ministry. 

Aly Maher Pasha, who has been Prime Minister twice before, at 
once formed a Cabinet of Independents with himself as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, War, and Marine as well as Prime Minister and 
Military Governor of Egypt. His list of new Ministers was announced 
immediately. 

King Farouk proclaimed martial law throughout Egypt on 
Saturday after a day of rioting in Cairo in which at least three British 
lives were lost. Other Britons are missing. A curfew has been im¬ 
posed in Cairo from 6 p.m. until 6 a.m. 
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TROOPS QUELL 
DISORDERS 


12-HOUR CURFEW 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 27 

King Farouk proclaimed martial law 
throughout Egypt yesterday after a day of 
rioting, arson, and pillage in Cairo. 
Nahas Pasha, the Prime Minister, was 
appointed military Governor-General,and 
the provincial governors of all provinces 
were made military governors. A 
curfew has been imposed in Cairo from 
six o’clock in the evening until six o'clock 
in the morning. 

Troops were called out last night to put 
an end to the disorder and destruction, and 
this morning the city appeared battered 
but calm. A statement by the Nahas Gov¬ 
ernment explaining the reasons for martial 
law said that fomenters of trouble and 
unprincipled men had not hesitated to 
exploit the emotions stirred. up in the 
Egyptian people by the “ aggressions ” of 
the British forces in the canal zone, culmi¬ 
nating in the attack on the police in 
Ismailia on Friday. 

These elements had provoked and 
spread disorder and exposed the city of 
Cairo to anarchy, destruction, incendiar¬ 
ism, and pillage in accordance with a pre¬ 
arranged plan with a view to overthrowing 
the regime and encouraging " the British 
enemy ’’ to interfere in the affairs of the 
fatherland. As. the duty of the Govern¬ 
ment was to maintain security, watch over 
the maintenance of law and order, and put 
the safety of the country beyond all doubt, 
martial law was proclaimed provisionally. 

The Egyptian Army was called out early on 
Saturday evening and cleared the streets of 
trenzicd crowds. Shooting continued until the 
small hours of this morning. Serag ed-Din 
Pasha, the Minister of the Interior, said there 
was not a single Egyptian who could condone 
what had happened in Cairo. The Government 
had decided to act with the greatest severity. 
Nahas Pasha, broadcasting to the nation, 
said that events such as yesterday's com¬ 
promised the nation's struggle in the 
canal zone. All should maintain calm 
and order and go about their normal activities. 
As for the Government, it would watch over 
the nation's cause and take protective 
measures through which the country would 
bring about the immediate evacuation of the 
British from the canal zone and the unity of 
the Nile valley under the crown of Egypt. 

ESTIMATE OF CASUALTIES 

Ismailia, Jan. 27.—A British official in the 
canal zone to-night gave British casualty 
figures as a result of yesterday's rioting as 
three identified dead, five others presumed 
British dead, four injured now in hospital, 
none of whom was seriously hurt, and nine 
still missing. He feared the British death roll 
might eventually reach 17.— Reuter. 

CAIRO BUILDINGS 
FIRED 


WIDESPREAD DAMAGE 

Cairo, Jan. 27.—Warnings of to-night’s 
curfew were broadcast at intervals of two 
minutes, and no curfew passes were issued.! 
At six o’clock life in Cairo came to a 
standstill. The quiet was punctuated by 
occasional volleys fired in the heart of the 
city, the clatter of Egyptian Bren carriers 
patrolling the streets, and the clicking of 
the heels of soldiers mounting guard at all' 
key buildings and street comers. The 
Army had orders to shoot at sight. 

Serag ed-Din Pasha, the Minister of the 
Interior, said that 300 people had been arrested 
since yesterday's riots. More than 20 had been 
killed and about 200 hurt. Arson and looting 
wrecked the commercial area of the city, and 
damage is estimated at £E10m. Britons 
believed to have been killed yesterday were 
Mr. James Ireland Craig, a Scottish economist 
■incd 83. who had served the Egyptian 
Government for more than SO years: Mr. 
Norman Williamson, local chief of the British 
firm of Mitchell Colts; and Mr. Ivone 
Kilpatrick, a young insurance official. The 
British Embassy was broadcasting appeals 
every hour for news of eight Britons who are 
still missing. Mr. A. Smeedon, British 
manager of the Rivoli Cinema, which was set 
on fire by rioters, was to-day reported safe 
after being reported as missing. 

Buildings set on fire during the riots included 
Shepheard's Hotel, the head office in Egypt of 
Barclays Bank, the British Overseas Airways 
I Corporation offices, four cinemas, petrol 
| stations, and night clubs. 

CENSORSHIP TIGHTENED 

Early to-day Nahas Pasha presided at a 
meeting of the Cabinet, which was chiefly 
concerned with the serious internal situation 
resulting from the riots. He had become 
Military Governor of Egypt overnight and 
had assumed exceptional powers under 
the state of martial law, the declaration 
of which was followed by steps to round up 
” subversive elements ” brandetTas “ traitors ” 
,.i a broadcast by the Prime Minister. He 
said he was even more grieved by the Cairo 
mots than by the British action against auxiliary 
police in the canal zone on Friday. 

During the day the British Embassy 
reported a few shots in the centre of Cairo, 
and said large crowds were gathering, but they 
-trs thought to be sightseers. 

I Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, informed the Egyptian Government 
to-day that the British Government held them 
responsible for loss of British life and damage 
to property in the riots. He added that so 
far British casualties were three killed and 
four injured. He recalled in a format Note that 
Farag Pasha, the acting Foreign Minister, had 
yesterday given an assurance that the Egyptian 
Government was responsible for maintaining 
law and order and the protection of British and 
other foreign lives. The Ambassador to-day 
saw Mr. CalTery, the American Ambassador, 
and M. Couve de Murville. the French Ambas¬ 
sador. Mr. Caffery last night sent a Note on 
the riots to Farag Pasha. 

Press censorship has been tightened, and 
Dr. Abdel Basset el Haggagi, director of the 
Press bureau, has been appointed director of 
Press censorship. All schools and universities 
in Cairo have been closed. 

Large convoys of British troops were re- 
ported to be moving into concentration areas 
inside the canal zone, and preparations were 
in hand to receive any British evacuees from 
Cairo or other towns in the delta. All main 
roads from Cairo were closed by the Egyptian 
authorities, who allowed no British officials 
, or other foreigners to leave the city.— Reuter , 
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B.Q.A.C. AIR LIFT 
ARRANGED 

FAMDLIES’ SAFETY 


PLANS FOR SHUTTLE 
SERVICE 

From Our Aeronautical Correspondent 

British Overseas Airways Corporation 
made preparations yesterday to send two 
York aircraft, carrying spare crews, to 
Cyprus in readiness to operate a shuttle 
service between Nicosia and Farouk Air¬ 
port, Cairo, should the situation demand 
the evacuation of the wives and families 
of B.O.A.C. employees in Egypt The 
aircraft would also be available to bring 
out any other people wishing to leave. 

Some B.O.A.C. stall will remain at Farouk 
Airport for the present to assist in an evacua- 
' tion, should this become necessary. The Yorks 
may also be needed to transfer some corpora- 
. tion , staff to Beirut, where most B.O.A.C. 

! services are now calling as an alternative to 

Cairo. 

Sir Miles Thomas, the chairman of 
B.O.A.C., was waiting, before deciding 
whether the two Yorks should be sent to Cairo, 
to hear reports from the crew of a York 
freighter which left Cairo yesterday morning 
and was expected to reach London Airport 
about midnight. If an evacuation seemed 
necessary, the Yorks would then leave early 
to-day. Sir Miles Thomas was among 120 
passengers in four B.O.A.C. airliners and 42 
aircrew members who were involved in 
threatening scenes at Farouk Airport during 
Friday night and Saturday morning. 

CHANGE OF ROUTES 

Because of the disturbances B.O.A.C. are 
temporarily re-routing all airliners which 
normally call at Farouk Airport. Beirut is 
being used for aircraft flying on services to 
and from Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Australia, 
Hongkong, and Tokyo. The corporation's 
. eri 2f? to Nairobi has been re-routed 

vi ° Tripoli. A B.O.A.C. Comet jet airliner 
wmch left London on Saturday on a route 
familiarization flight to Johannesburg in readi¬ 
ness for the opening of the service in May also 
landed at Beirut instead of Cairo. Air India 
International announced in London that from 
yesterday ail its United Kingdom-to-India 
nights would be re-routed to call at Beirut 
instead of Cairo. 

When he was involved in the threatening 
situation which developed at Farouk Airport 
during Friday night and Saturday morning 
Sir Miles Thomas was returning to England 
in a B.O.A.C. Hermes from Nairobi, after 
having discussions with representatives of 
South African Airways and Central African 
Airways and making plans for the inaugura- 
t,on °It lh j B.O.A.C. Comet service. He 
reached London Airport on Saturday night, and 
yesterday gave a graphic account of his ex- 
10 your Correspondent. 

1 ne Hermes was on its way to Cairo when 
a radio report was received of the clash in 
tpe canal zone between British troops and 
Egyptian police, but conditions appeared 
normal when the airliner landed at Farouk 
Airport at about 9 p.m. on Friday. Sir Miles 
I homas was having a discussion with Mr. R. 
Maxwell, B.O.A.C. s area representative, and 
‘’’T- J - Bingham, the corporation's station 
an Egyptian airport police 
omcer told them that this was not allowed, as 
all passengers were to be isolated. 

IN EGYPTIAN CLOTHES 

The Hermes’s passengers, who included a 
number of babies and older children and 
some elderly people, among them a woman 
of 83, were ushered into the airport restaurant 
?" d tK a " ar ™«> guard was posted at the entrance 
to the building. Before the passengers could 
obtain a meal the waiters cleared the tables. 
Lhe bar was shut and the door was closed, 
lhere they remained until about 5 o'clock 
next morning. 

From the restaurant window Sir Miles 
1 homas noticed that the engines of a B.O.A C. 
Argonaut aircraft had been stopped, and he 
saw its crew escorted to the downstairs part 
of u- t l . res , ta , urant Building. A petrol bowser 
wnich had been refuelling the London-bound 
Hermes was removed before it had completed 
its task. Two Egyptian youths entered the 
restaurant and demanded from the bar-tender 
and waiters subscriptions for “fallen com¬ 
rades, and made them part with money. 
Two other . B.O.A.C. aircraft arrived—a 
south-bound Hermes and a Constellation— 
and the crews were escorted to the restaurant 
building while the passengers were forced to 
remain on board. . They included Major 
Martin Chartcris, private secretary to Princess 
Elizabeth, who was on his way to Nairobi to 
make arrangements for the royal tour, which 
starts on Thursday. 

Sir Miles Thomas succeeded in having a talk 
with Mr. Maxwell and Mr. Bingham. Mr. 
Maxwell, wearing Egyptian clothes, made hisl 
way past pickets and reached Cairo. Mr. 
Bingham climbed through a window and tele-! 
phoned the frontier police at Heliopolis. A 
little later British Embassy officials and three! 
plain-clothes Briush security officers arrived at 
the airport, and from then on the situation 
gradually improved. The Egyptians, after long 
argument, and the use by the British officials 
of a mixture of persuasion and -warnings of the! 
serious consequences which would flow from' 
unruly behaviour, agreed that the passengers 
should be given breakfast and the aircraft 
would be allowed to take off at first light. 

A howling iriob of between 200 and 250 
demonstrators was cleared from the airfield 
aprons by frontier police, and, after some diffi-i 
culty, passengers regained their passports. The! 
Egyptian airport staff declined to refuel the 
B.O.A.C. aircraft because of the danger of fire 
in the event of further incidents. 

About dawn the passengers were allowed to 
leave the restaurant building, but before they 
were permitted to enter the aircraft they were 
drawn up and harangued by an Egyptian air¬ 
port official on the subject of Egypt's deter¬ 
mination to “ gain her freedom." Before the 
British aircraft took off the crews made a care¬ 
ful check to ensure that there had been no 
sabotage. As the Hermes was taking off Sir 
Miles Thomas noticed that a Constellation 
was taxi-ing at high speed with a door still 
open and a mob of Egyptians in pursuit. 
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READINESS IN 
CANAL ZONE 


AIR PATROLS 


REINFORCEMENT AT 
TEL EL KEBIR 

From Our Special Correspondent 

_ ISMAILIA, Ian. 2X 

The campaign of licensed lawlessness in 
the canal zone has reached a logical con¬ 
clusion in the outbreak of anarchy in Cairo, 
and to-day Ismailia lies in an awed hush 
as news of the mob’s hour of triumph 
filters through from the capital. So insu¬ 
lated is the canal zone from Egypt proper, 
by road blocks and restrictions on indi¬ 
vidual movement, that the riots have had 
little outward effect. 

Ismailia is returning to life after the 
tragic events of Friday, and the British 
tanks which have been confronting the 
Caracol since then have to-day been with¬ 
drawn. In the town there is a sense of 
anticlimax. The European element has 
lost its first exhilaration at the return of 
British troops in force and is nervous of 
revenge on the part of the Egyptians and 
abandonment by the British; the 
Egyptians are recovering from the shock 
of the action and the firmness of 
Brigadier Exham’s forces, and an air of 
guarded defiance was noticeable at the 
Caracol this morning. 

. In other parts of the zone British prepara¬ 
tions to deal with any precipitate Egyptian 
action continue. At Tel el Kebir, which is 
nearest to the Egyptian military lines running 
north and south outside Cairo, tank and mortar 
reinforcements have arrived, and 25-pounder 
field guns are deployed around the garrison. 
Families were withdrawn from the area yester¬ 
day and are now at Fayid and Ismailia. Jet 
aircraft have been patrolling the Erskine Line, 
the effective demarcation line between the 
British and Egyptian military forces at the 
western end of the zone. 

As these defensive measures are put in hand, 
undoubtedly plans are being completed for an 
advance into Cairo should conditions there 
deteriorate still further. The British troops at 
present in the zone, though certainly adequate 
to cope with Egyptian military resistance, are 
probably too few to police and control any 
larger area than the zone itself. 

It is thought that the reported movements 
of units of the Mediterranean Fleet, including 
the carrier Ocean, may mean that a further 
brigade is to be brought in from Cyprus. The 
Civil Affairs Branch, which would be respon¬ 
sible for military government, has been 
steadily built up during the past few months, 
mainly to provide an administration for the 
canal zone should Lieutenant-General Sir 
George Erskine decide that military rule was 
necessary. Police experts have also arrived, 
and one of them, from Tanganyika, is already 
at work coordinating the duties of the military 
authorities and the civil police in Ismailia. 

Whether the British Army moves on Cairo 
depends of course upon decisions to be made 
outside the zone, in Cairo as much as in 
London, but British policy was perhaps 
reflected by a statement made to-night by a 
senior British official in the zone. He said: 
“ A major crisis has been reached. 1 do not 
think it likely that public opinion at home will 
allow us simply to stand on one side.” 


MR. EDEN’S DISCUSSIONS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Representatives of the Foreign Office and 
service departments were in consultation over 
the week-end on measures for the protection 
of British -subjects in Egypt. Mr. Eden, who 
had been in the country, returned to London 
on Saturday evening. Yesterday he saw the 
Chiefs of Staff and had a long conversation 
with Mr. Gifford, the United States Ambas¬ 
sador. He was also in touch by telegram 
with Mr. Churchill, who is due to reach 
Southampton in the Queen Mary to-day. 
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The general secretary of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers 
declares in a pamphlet that the building 
industry is in a low and backward con¬ 
dition, badly organized, and badly 
managed, (p. 2) 

Excavation in the bombed area of the City 
near Cripplegate has added materially 
to the archaeological evidence about 
Roman Londoa (p.2) 

POLITICS 

On the reassembly of Parliament to¬ 
morrow the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer will announce another instal- 


in which the Middle Eastern countries, 
including Egypt, can be persuaded to 
organize their own defence and to accept 


AFTER ISMAILIA 

Events in Egypt are extremely serious 
and extremely disquieting. It remains to 
be seen whether the intervention last night 
by Kino Farouk, when he made Aly 
Maher Pasha Prime Minister in place of 
Nahas Pasha, will open up a more hopeful 
prospect It is evident now that the 
decision of Nahas Pasha’s Wafdist 
Government to abrogate the 1936 treaty 
and the British Government's determina¬ 
tion to stand firm on the rights granted 
in that . treaty were not static 
attitudes which could be held in¬ 
definitely, while the two sides felt their 
way towards some new agreement, but 
dynamic acts which have set in motion a 
whole train of events, each one with an 
energy and impulse of its own. The 
Egyptian Government, having denounced 
the treaty, felt compelled to encourage 
and assist all those who were prepared 
to attack the British forces in the canal 
zone, whether they were inspired by the 
highest motives of patriotism or simply 
by an appetite for loot. The terrorism 
I thus unleashed in the zone forced the 
British military commander, in his turn, 
to protect his men and supplies .by 
measures which have encroached more 
and more on the lives of the civil popula¬ 
tion and on the jurisdiction of the 
Egyptian authorities. These measures 
inevitably aroused resentment and led to 
a demand for counter-measures which, in 
the pernicious atmosphere of Cairo and 
Alexandria, was easily interpreted as justi¬ 
fying mob-violence and wanton attacks 
on foreign lives and property. Disorder 
reached a climax with the disgraceful riots 
on Saturday, when Britons were done to 
death, and the peace of all Egypt was put 
in peril. 

The chief responsibility was clearly with 
the Egyptian Government, which took the 
first step without clearly foreseeing the 
consequences and let loose the passion* 
which now threaten to engulf it. The first 
and decisive task of the new Egyptian 
Government is to hold in the mob and 
keep Britons in the Egyptian cities un¬ 
harmed. If this cannot now be done there 
is no bound to the safeguarding action 
that the British forces may feel com¬ 
pelled to take. The British Parliament 
and people will look with sympathy upon 
the new Prime Minister chosen by King 
Farouk as he takes up the task; and the 
House of Commons, when it meets 
to-morrow, will want a closer account 
of British policy and of the military 
reasoning which led first to the de¬ 
struction of the village near Suez and 
then to the tragic incident at lsmailia 
last week when forty-one Egyptian police¬ 
men were killed and many more wounded 
alter refusing to lay down their arms and 
surrender to the British forces. Though 
many of these men had undoubtedly taken 
part in cruel and malicious attacks on 
British troops, many also fought and died 
in a way likely to make them martyrs in 
the eyes of the Egyptian, people and to 
win wider respect. Inevitably there will 
be charges of misjudgment 

Organized terrorism always poses a diffi¬ 
cult problem for a military commander— 
particularly a British commander who is 
rightly forbidden the ruthless retaliation 
which alone can be completely effective. 
Any measures he lakes, no matter how 
carefully controlled, are bound to cause 
hardship to innocent civilians and there¬ 
fore to increase the resentment on which 
the terrorists rely. There is not the least 
doubt that General Erskine has done 
only the least necessary to safeguard his 
very wide dispositions in the canal zone, 
even though he has been forced in doing 
so to go beyond the limits of the zone and 
the letter of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty. 
The only question is whether it would not 
have been possible, with more foresight, 
to have contracted rather than expanded 
British responsibilities by moving some of 
the more outlying dumps and by with¬ 
drawing, so to speak, into the more isolated 
and desert portions of the zone. The 
trouble with the present policy is that there 
is no obvious limit to it. 

These are the kind of questions Parlia¬ 
ment will wish to have answered. Many 
members, however, will also want to know 

what is the ultimate aim of British policy. 
While the Government are rightly deter- 


firmly in hatred of British “ imperialism.” 
Clearly the depth of Egyptian feeling has 
been underrated. The military authori¬ 
ties seem to have been surprised by the 
resistance of the Egyptian auxiliary police. 
Egyptian nationalism is often irresponsible 
and absurd, but it is none the less real. 
There can be no expectation that a new 
Government in Egypt will be any less 
zealous for the satisfaction of nationalist 
demands and aspirations, though there can 
be the hope, if the present passions can be 
leashed, that these may be pursued by less 
suicidal and self-defeating means than the 
demagogy of the Wafd. While insisting 
that terrorism must be brought to an end 
—and that British nationals must be surely 
protected—the British Government must 
now be ready to seize any opportunity of 
reopening discussions for a peaceful 
seitlement. 

It has to be remembered that the final 
aim of British policy is not to control 
Egypt, which belongs to the Egyptians, or 
even the Suez Canal, which should be an 
international responsibility. It is to create 
a stable and defensible structure in the 
Middle East; and while one necessity for 
this is certainly a firm base in the canal 
zone, another is the cooperation of Egypt 


second is not likely to produce good 
results. For the moment the British forces 

nothing else to take their place, but in 
the meantime British policy, enlisting the 
United States and France in the attempt, 
should be directed to finding some way 


Recipe for Steel 

Restoring steel to private ownership, 
with public control, will be an exception¬ 
ally delicate operation. The Government 
have electoral support for the transfer and 
can complain legitimately that their pre¬ 
decessors did not have the support of a 
majority in the country when they put 
nationalization into effect in the last Par¬ 
liament No one can view with equa¬ 
nimity, however, the prospect of a majoi 
industry passing from private to public 
ownership and back again as one Govern¬ 
ment succeeds another. When the indus¬ 
try is denationalized the greatest possible 
public advantage must be secured from the 
change back to private ownership, so that 
there will be no widespread desire within 
a short period to reverse policy again. 
Nationalization itself was drawn out of 
an old pigeon-hole at the end of the war 
for the Labour programme without any 
reassessment of the steel industry’s real 
difficulties and needs after the war. The 
Conservative Government must now 
beware that they too do not merely draw 
an old remedy from an old pigeon-hole. 

Supervision of the steel industry by a 
board may mean many different things. It 
may mean the appointment of a body, 
such as the board which was appointed in 
1946, with a large representation from the 
industry, to decide whether prices or in¬ 
vestments in the industry are in the public 
interest, without any statutory guidance 
in deciding what constitutes the public 
interest It could mean the appointment 
of a body bound, as the High Authority 
is bound in the Schuman plan, by general 
instructions about the economic practices 
which are to be relied upon to promote 
efficiency. Mr. Strauss assumed in the 
debate on the Address before Christmas 
that the only alternative to nationalization 

system, which he criticized as* over- 
centralized and giving excessive power tc 
“Steel House.” He conveniently over¬ 
looked the fact that he and his predecessor 
as Minister of Supply were familiar 
with, and responsible for, developing these 
centralizing policies (the main features ol 
which arc described by our Industrial 
Correspondent this morning). 

In some ways the record of the steel 
industry has been exemplary since the 
war; and the rise in output and efficiency 
has shown up bravely against the sorry 
talc of coal. Yet the difficulties now 
show that organization and policy have 
not been without flaw. The present stock¬ 
taking should provide an occasion for dis¬ 
covering what has been wrong, and for 
defining the functions of the new super¬ 
visory board—and possibly, in some 


because of the continued pressure of infla¬ 
tion. so that policies adopted to deal with 
temporary abnormalities have been car¬ 
ried on longer than was intended, and so 

have had unintended results and caused 
unexpected difficulties and confusions. 
The purposes of supervision and the 
standards to be applied by any new board 
have to be plainly conceived and stated 
at the starL It has to be made cleat 
whether the board is expected to deal 
directly with firms in the industry or 
indirectly through the Federation, 
especially in matters of price and invest¬ 
ment policy. Will any policy be adopted 
or permitted which will make it obligatory, 
in fact if not in form, for an unwilling firm 
to belong to the Federation ? Because 
many of the questions involved in deciding 
policy for steel are akin to (and connected 
with) those which arise in other industries, 
the question must be asked, as our 
Industrial Correspondent suggests, whethei 

one board, solely and specifically con¬ 
cerned with steel, can properly deal with 
all the broad industrial ana economic 

During the debate on the Address one 
Labour member remarked drily that the 
conflict in the House was over owner¬ 
ship, not control. The Government will 
have to show that their proposals resl 
heavily, as indeed they do, upon the 
advantages of private ownership. The 
evident advantage is that the owners oi 
their representatives have a great interest 
in using their savings well. They have 
strong inducements to appoint manage- 

sibility and knowledge. The influencc°o( 
ownership has been lessened by the dis¬ 
appearance of large individual owners; 
but though the large individual owner is 
passing—and the trend is unlikely to be 
reversed—the large institutional investor 
(insurance companies, industrial com¬ 
panies, investment trusts and other finan¬ 
cial undertakings, consolidating the 
interests of small investors) has taken his 


wealth. To get the best of private owner¬ 
ship the emphasis in organization must be 
on leaving to the private owners the 
responsibility for investment decisions 
but also on ensuring—by skilful super¬ 
vision—that the signs by which they will 
be guided direct them “ in the national 
interest” This, in fact, is the recipe for 
privately owned steel, with public control. 


A Commonwealth Tribunal 

At the week-end the Minister of State 
for Colonial Affairs endorsed the sug¬ 
gestion that a Commonwealth tribunal 
might be set up to which countries of the 
Commonwealth and Empire could take 
their differences. No doubt he was speak¬ 
ing his own mind, yet if his words on Satur¬ 
day also echoed the views of the Govern¬ 
ment to which he belongs they would 
mark a new departure in Commonwealth 
relations. Mr. Lennox-Boyd recalled 
" the drift away from the appeals to the 
Privy Council as the Supreme Court ol 
Appeal for the British Empire.” For 
centuries the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council was the highest tribunal foi 
the oversea dominions, of the Crown 
Not only was it concerned with criminal 
appeals and the enforcement of private 
rights; it came to determine issues between 
the states and the Federal Governments ol 
both Canada and Australia. Although, in 
form, it is an advisory committee, advising 
his Majesty in Council in the exercise 
of the royal prerogative as the fountain 
of justice, in practice it has been a 
tribunal of great judicial authority. Yel 
one by one the members of the Common¬ 
wealth who have gained their independ¬ 
ence have lately been abolishing the right 
of appeal to iL 

The truth is that the Judicial Com¬ 
mittee retains associations from the time 
when its principal object was to ensure 
rough justice to the plantations oversea. 
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DESIRE TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH EGYPT 


OPPORTUNITY FOR BRITISH 
RESTATEMENT 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
It was being asked in London yesterday 
whether the change of Government in 
Cairo did not offer the British Govern¬ 
ment a good opportunity to make some 
gesture to Egypt showing willingness to 
begin negotiations again. 

Such a move might, it is true, intensify 
nationalist attacks upon Aly Maher Pasha, the 
new Prime Minister, but such attacks can 
hardly cany much weight. Even his worst 
political enemies cannot accuse him of being 
pro-British, and his statement on assuming 
°ffi ce 7^that he would work for the evacuation 
of British forces and for the unity of the Nile 
valley—makes it clear that the main aims of 
his policy are exactly these of the Wafdist 
Government. 

Nevertheless the action of King Farouk in 
dismissing Nahas Pasha’s Government shows 
that it was realized on the Egyptian side that 
us handling of policy had produced an impos¬ 
sible situation. It is being argued in London, 
therefore, that the moment has arrived for 
Britain to restate plainly the general desire 
felt here for an agreed settlement. Mr. Eden 
may have something to say on this in the 
House of Commons to-day. 

CABINET DISCUSSION 
One of the main difficulties impeding nego¬ 
tiations in past weeks has been the more or 
less open support given to terrorists by the 
former Egyptian Government, but during the 
past two nights the canal zone has been quiet. 
There has been an obvious stepping up of 
British military and naval preparations of late, 
in case the situation should deteriorate yet 
further. If, as seems likely, there are now 
indications that the immediate period of alert 
has passed, this should help to create a more 
favourable atmosphere, in which negotiations 
could be begun again. 

Egyptian circles in London certainly take 
the view that the ball has now been passed to 
the British. As the Egyptian question was 
under discussion in the Cabinet yesterday, 
however, and as it was no doubt the subject 
of exchanges between London and the British 
Embassy in Cairo, comment at the Foreign 
Office yesterday on the British Government’s 
attitude was naturally reserved. 
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BRITISH RIGHTS IN 

CANAL ZONE 

\ — -. — ■ - 

AMERICAN COMMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 28 
The State Department to-day refused to! 
comment on events during the week-end in 
Egypt. Before the news of the change of the 
Cabinet it was reported that the department 
was preparing to send a strong warning, but 

now everybody is inclined to wait and see 
what the new Prime Minister can do. 

The New York Herald Tribune says that the 
Cairo riots were a “ disgraceful episode,” at! 
the bottom of which was “ an Egyptian! 
Government that has flouted every concept of| 
true statesmanship and international law.” i 
Of the Suez Canal the New York Times says 
that it 44 must be preserved for the west ” and 
that the British are holding it alone for the 
sole reason that they are the only ones with 
the legal rights to- # do so. The Washington 
Post states that the Powers would be 44 craven 
if they allowed the great waterway to be 
impeded,” and the Herald Tribune congratu¬ 
lates Britain on acting 44 with decisiveness and 
a clear realization that the Suez Canal cannot 
be jeopardized.” 
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SITUATION IMPROVED AT 
CAIRO AIRPORT 


B.O.A.C. SERVICE PLANS 

FROM OUR AERONAUTICAL CORRESPONDENT ' 

Sir Miles Thomas, chairman of British 
Overseas Airways Corporation, said last night 
that although conditions at Farouk Airport 
were such that the corporation was still rout* 

! ing its services to Africa and the East so as to 
by-pass Cairo, it hoped to be able to resume 
normal calls at Cairo with its African services 
about Friday this week. 

On Sunday night B.O.A.C. made prepara¬ 
tions to send two York aircraft to Cyprus, 
ready to operate a shuttle service between 
Cairo and Nicosia, for the wives and families 
of corporation employees and anyone else 
wishing to leave Egypt should the situation 
demand such an evacuation. Sir Miles 
Thomas staled last night that these aircraft 
would now be held at London Airport, ready 
to leave at short notice if required. 
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UNANIMOUS VOTE FOR ALY 
MAHER PASHA 


POLICY OF NILE UNITY REAFFIRMED 

Aly Maher Pasha, the new Egyptian Prime Minister, last night 
received a unanimous parliamentary vote of confidence. He told the 
Senate that he would not conclude any agreement with Britain. 

At a Press conference earlier he had emphasized the need to 
maintain order and to ensure security for both Egyptians and 
foreigners. , 

Cairo was quiet yesterday; in the Suez canal zone the only j 
terrorist action reported was near Kantara, where a British military 
train was damaged by a mine. 


NEED TO RESTORE 
ORDER 

GOVERNMENT’S DUTY 


EXTREMISTS’ ROLE IN 
RIOTS 


CAIRO. Jan. 28 

The action of King Farouk late last 
night in dismissing Nahas Pasha from 
office and appointing Aly Maher Pasha, 
a former Prime Minister, as head of a new 
Government whose primary task will be 
to restore order and security, need not be 
taken as indicating any relaxation by 
Egypt in her demands upon Britain. It is 
the political aftermath of Cairo's lapse 
into anarchy on Saturday, when mobs 
destroyed or seriously damaged about one- 
quarter of the modern business centre, 
causing losses to British and other foreign 
property and to the property of Egyptians 
themselves. The gravity of these events, 
and the implications for the future if a 
firm grasp was not taken of the situation, 
caused King Farouk to decide upon an 
immediate change of Government. 

Nahas Pasha received just before midnight 


BRITISH LOSS ESTIMATED 
AT £5m. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Information reaching London shows 
that Saturday's riots in Cairo had the 
dimensions of a popular rising, well orga¬ 
nized and ruthlessly led. T$ey left the 
streets of the capital looking as though 
.they had been attacked by a fleet of 
bombers. British business premises were 
d\i ^ r ° nl ,in . e ^ re ' but later attacks 

The interior of the imposing building of 
Barclays Bank was wrecked. The British 
?en? a had'i'h' ,yS Corpora,ion and Cooks 
for British motorcars had ’showroora'burnt 
out; new cars offered for sale were pushed 
into the streets and destroyed by lire. The 
offices of ihe British Council and ihe British! 


.J!«hotel, Shepheard’s, was 


" all well known European-style bars 'and 
restaurants were demolished. These included 
the famous Groppi’s, owned by Swiss interests. 
1 . Luxury shops were favourite latgets, par- 
ocularly those owned by Jewish or European 


ta is an experienced, resolute l, 

i cannot be suspected of strong a 
dencies. For the time being he w 
is own hands the ministries of 
and defence, but it is expected - 
be available for leaders of other ai 


Wafd Government in 1950. in circumstances 
creditable to himself. Another notable appoint¬ 
ment is that of Mahmoud Hassan Pasha, 
former High Court Judge and Ambassador lo 
the United Slates, as Minister of Social Affairs. 

A great sigh of relief went up from Cairo 
at ihe change of Government. Saturday's 
orgy of destruction was unparalleled in the 
history of the city. By the evening no man. 
Egyptian or foreigner, was safe in the streets. 
All shuddered to think what might come next. 


incendiaries. By evening the Egyptian Army 
began to lake the situation in hand. Troops 
lined up from wall to wall and advanced along 

or'anired by extrettK l‘ft' he d jf rders J erc 
advantage b of ei ttw I natitma| lI feeh 1 ng' C caus<Ml tl by 

sam sssrssirss"-- 

the riots. Foreign “ economic imperialism " 
is unpopular with them too. Small groups 


It will require go 
on the British and ' 
oid incidents that by th 
here might prejudice i 


,t REACTION IN THE SUDAN 


EGYPT’S ASPIRATIONS 
MAINTAINED 


ARMY TRAIN BLOWN 
UP BY MINE 

TERRORIST ACTION NEAR 
KANTARA 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAIL1A, Jan. 28 

A British military train was blown, up 
by a mine near Kantara this afternoon, 
in the first terrorist action since the events 
in Ismailia on Friday. Four British other 
ranks received minor injuries, and 20 
yards of track was destroyed. 

Soldiers travelling as escort on the train 
opened fire on Egyptians seen near the line 
killing one and probably wounding ihree 




tc hoped iheWafd—which made up lire last 

Basis 


1951. when Parliament approved the abroga- 
•'a"grcat and" t t l ^"d 8yP d an " lr '“ ly ° f l9W ' 35 
He paid tribute to the outgoing Govern- j 
mem, and frequently referred to Nahas Pasha j 

an uproar in the Chamber of Dcpulies when 
a Saadist deputy. Sameh Mussa, welcomed the 
new Government as coming to “ put an end to 
Maher Pasha fold theUpper House: “ My 


ASSURANCES GIVEN 
He was confident of achieving the coun 
national aims.’’ He had received assure 
of full cooperation from Nahas Pasha 
( MatoPashafSid'hc had held a serie 
of the Saadisfpany, MohamedHeykaf P; 


,, , The present hiatus is no doubt caused partly 

« by the shock of the British action and partly by 
i- C d r d ' ra,,0nS of I* rsonal and political expe- 
'■ “A^ourth British soldier has died of wounds 
S- received during the action in Ismailia on 
rs Friday. T welve others w ere wounded. 

bf HEAVY”SNOWFALL IN 
* THE NORTH 

l MILDER WEATHER ON 
as THE WAY 

n- There were heavy falls of snow in Scot¬ 
's land and northern England yesterday, and 
“ a number of roads were reported to be 
K blocked. The milder weather which 
io reached Ihe south of England yesterday is 
expected to spread northwards to-day. 
ly The ^ Automobile^ Association staled last 
es England were clear of snow and ice with the 
at exception of Darts of Devon and Cornwall, 
a- North of a line from the Severn to the Wash 
heavy falls of snow were reported. Four inches 
Id Wl during the day in the Peak District, 

■il 1 nn- tl; Li:i:nln<Vr... Y,,rl-.. |-., !C 

t SSTitS K S 


I, peogle^cofiaiMed an eddied in^the^city—two at 

r C "'!vifh ndegrccs of frost recorded at Grim- 
I seller airport early yesterday. Orkney had its 
I. coldest day of the winter. The islands had a 


Cairo was quiei to-day, although police were , 

Muad cl Kholy Bey. doIicc commandant, said o 
416 people had been caught looting and pillag- » 
weekend™ firc ' scarr “ 1 capital during the « 
Mr. Colin Anderson, aged 67, a Briton who » 
was yesterday reported to have been killed, was 
found to-day to be alive. Two of his friends f< 
had wrongjy identified a charred body. L 


rain stopped at Hinderwell siation. T 
Sunderland, which"hacP^ts’cobfesi ni 
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EXTREMISTS’ ROLE IN 
RIOTS 


| BRITISH LOSS ESTIMATED 
AT £5m. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Information reaching London shows 
that Saturday’s riots in Cairo had the 
dimensions of a popular rising, well orga¬ 
nized and ruthlessly led. They left the 
streets of the capital looking as though 
they had been attacked by a fleet of 
bombers. British business premises were 
in the front line of fire, but later attacks 
did not discriminate between nationalities. 

The interior of the imposing building of 
Barclays Bank was wrecked. The British 
Overseas Airways Corporation and Cook's 
agency had their offices demolished. Agents 
for British motor-cars had showrooms burnt 
out; new cars offered for sale were pushed 
into the streets and destroyed by fire. The 
offices of the British Council and the British 
Institute were sacked. 

A murderous attack was made on the Turf 
Club, where it is feared that 11 British resi¬ 
dents may have lost their lives. Many other 
Britons had narrow escapes. Some were 
assisted to safety by the devotion of Egyptian 
employees and assistants, acting at grave risk 
, to themselves. 

The famous tourist hotel, Shepheard’s, was 
| set on fire and to-day—like the Turf Club— 
| is little more than rubble. Most cinemas had 
j their furnishings wrecked or burnt. Nearly 
! a *‘ we h known European-style bars and 
r w S * r Uraa * s were demolished. These included 
the famous Groppi’s, owned by Swiss interests. 
. Luxury shops were favourite targets, par¬ 
ticularly those owned by Jewish or European 
interests. Goods were removed, and in some 
cases used as fuel for bonfires in the streets. 
It seemed that the mobs had been directed 
against the resorts of wealthy Egyptians as 
well as British interests. 

It is thought that the loss to British capital 
may exceed £5m. Total damage to Egyptian 
and foreign property may prove to be more 
than £50m. 

The police showed themselves unreliable— 
they were seen at Shepheard’s cheering on 
incendiaries. By evening the Egyptian Army 
began to take the situation in hand. Troops 
lined up from wall to wall and advanced along 
the streets, shooting from the hip. They very 
soon brought the situation under control. 

H is thought that the disorders were 
organized by extreme left wing elements taking 
u V ^ nla ® e national feeling caused by 

man y policemen at Ismailia. 
1 he Muslim Brotherhood possibly joined in 
the riots. Foreign “ economic imperialism ” 
, is unpopular with them too. Small groups 
gathered in many parts of the city at the same 
time, equipped with incendiary bombs and 
; torches, with which they ignited buildings after 
they had broken in through doors and 
I windows. The insurrection .which had been 
| planned was defeated by the timely interven¬ 
tion of the Egyptian Army. 


REACTION IN THE SUDAN 

Khartoum. Jan. 28.—Abdulla Bey Khalil, 
secretary-general of the Umma Party, which 
advocates independence for the Sudan, wel- 
comed Nahas Pasha’s dismissal as an action 
of “ wisdom and far-sightedness by King 
rarouk. The party secretary, who is also 
leader of the Legislative Assembly, said he 
hoped that a more reasonable and practical 
attitude towards the Sudan would now prevail 
in Egypt.— Reuter. 
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MR. CHURCHILL ON 
VISIT TO U.S. 


“ SURE IT HAS DONE GOOD ” 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

SOUTHAMPTON, Jan. 28 

Mr. Churchill arrived at Southampton 
this afternoon in the liner Queen Mary 
from New York. He looked well and 
had apparently recovered from his recent 
cold. 

Mrs. Churchill and her daughter, Mrs. 
Christopher Soames, were among the first to 
board the liner to greet him. With the Prime 
Minister on board was Captain Christopher 
Soames, M.P. The party had lunch on board 
and directly afterwards left for London by 
train. 

There w'as an amusing incident as the 
Prime Minister was about to enter the train. 
Amid the cheers he detected a boo. Walking 
sternly to the barrier Mr. Churchill demanded: 
" Who is the boo-man ? ” A woman who 
had waited two hours to see Mr. Churchill, 
pointed to a man w'ho disclaimed all respon¬ 
sibility. Mr. Churchill walked back to the 
train chuckling. 

Speaking at a Press conference before the 
hner docked, Mr. Churchill said that he had 
been treated with great kindness and cordiality 
both in the United States and in Canada. The 
visit had been “ very hard work,” he added. 
“ In fact, continuous employment in all work¬ 
ing hours.” 

Asked whether he was satisfied with his 
journey, the Prime Minister replied: “ Yes. 
1 am sure it has done good. It has freshened 
up many old friendships and made new ones. 
We could not have had ... a more cordial 
reception, not even in the war.” 

In reply to further questions, Mr. Churchill 
said that he did not propose to deal with any 
matter of policy before making a statement to 
the House of Commons. He declined to com¬ 
ment on the Egyptian situation, but said he 
had been kept fully informed by his colleagues 
in London of what had been taking place. He 
added that he might make a short statement 
on Egypt in the House to-morrow if 
t required, but in any case there would be a 
full debate next week on the foreign situation 
and on his visit to America. 


On arrival at Waterloo the Prime Minister 
w'as greeted by Mr. Eden, Mr. Butler, Mr. 
Crookshank, Field-Marshal Sir William Slim, 
and Mr. Randolph Churchill. A crowd of 
several hundreds cheered as Mr. Churchill and 
his party left by car for 10, Downing Street. 

*** Picture on page 10. 
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MEETING OF CABINET 

FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 

The news from Egypt was the occasion of 
another meeting of the Cabinet at 10, Downing 
Street yesterday morning. Mr. Eden, Foreign 
Secretary, who had been in communication 
with Mr. Churchill in the Queen Mary by 
radio-telephone, presided. The Chiefs of Staff 
were called in and Mr. J. P. L. Thomas, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, and Mr. Head, Secre¬ 
tary of State for War, were also present. 

The Prime Minister returned to Downing 
Street from Southampton in the afternoon. 
He conferred for an hour with Mr. Eden, and 
other Ministers whom he saw during the day 
included Mr. Butler, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and Mr. Crookshank, Minister of 
Health and Leader of the House of Commons, 
who presided over meetings of the Cabinet 
during the absence of both Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Eden in North America. There will be 
another meeting of the Cabinet this morning, 
Mr. Churchill’s first meeting with his Cabinet 
this year. 
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BRITISH PROFESSORS IN 
EGYPT 


Sir*--I have stayed for some time in Egypt, 
and I have learned while X was there to know 
—and not only to know but also to admire— 
some of the English professors working in the 
universities of Cairo and Alexandria. Among 
them there is Professor Creswell, a Fellow of 
the British Academy and one of the most 
eminent authorities in his field (Muslim art 
and architecture) in all the world; in addition 
there is Professor Wace, once professor of 
classical archaeology in Cambridge, and there 
are also Professors Bryn Davies and Robin 
Furness m English and Professor Drew in 
classics. . All of them, I learn, have been sum- 
manly dismissed, with an allowance of three 
months' salary, irrespective of length of service 
(which in some cases has been many years), 
in lieu of regular notice and the regular provi¬ 
sion of compensation or superannuation. They 
are victims—innocent victims, for they have 
done nothing except to serve the cause of 
the advancement of learning without bias of 
any sort—of the action taken by the British 
Government, and the British Army acting 
under their instructions, to maintain British 
rights and international interests in the area 
of the Suez Canal. They are the subjects of 
reprisals which the Egyptian Government is 
unwilling, and unable, to take against Britain 
itself. 

1 do not know what responsibility the British 
Government can assume for the plight of these 
professors and of other English teachers (well 
over 100) in Egypt, though I should personally 
feel that they ought to assume some, at any 
rate for the time being and pending a per¬ 
manent arrangement. But I feel clear that 
I am bound to record my feeling that the 
Egyptian Government has ridden roughshod 
over all the legal and equitable obligations 
which it has incurred to people who are entirely 
innocent of even the slightest offence. 1 am 
equally bound to record my regret that the 
[late] Egyptian Minister of Education, Taha 
Hussein, a scholar as well as a Minister, who 
has lately visited this country and received a 
welcome in British universities, should have 
done nothing, so far as I know, to alleviate the 
situation. I hope that academic comity and 
a warm fellow-feeling for men of high stand¬ 
ing in the world of scholarship who have never 
been accused of propaganda even by any of 
the organs of the Egyptian Press are a suffi¬ 
cient excuse for the plea which I venture to 
submit. I do not wish for a moment to rush 
into matters of politics, but I do wish to 
plead the cause of innocent brother-scholars. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant.. 


,, ^ _ ERNEST BARKER. 

17, Cranmer Road, Cambridge. 


Sir,—Your Cairo Correspondent's recent 
report that the Egyptian Government has dis¬ 
missed the British officials in its-service, includ¬ 
ing those holding permanent contracts, fills me 
with sorrow and dismay, and my only con¬ 
solation is to learn from the same source that 
my feelings are shared by thoughtful Egyp¬ 
tians. Why must anger arising from matters 
or international policy and military strategy 
be visited upon innocent individuals ? Since 
al-Azhar has taken a prominent part in these 
quarrels and, if reports reaching London are 
to be believed, has even encouraged attacks 
on Copts because they are Christians, I would 
ask the rector of that famous institution how 
he can reconcile the repudiation of Egypt’s 
agreement with Britain with the text of the 
Quran which he holds to be the words of God 
himself: “O you who believe fulfil your 
agreements ** (aufu bil ’uqud). 

If this unhappy dispute between Govern¬ 
ments is to be regarded as a religious matter 
then why do the religious leaders of Egypt 
repudiate one of the principles fundamental 
to all true religion ? Such behaviour can only 
discredit the religion that they fain would have 
the world respect. To such lengths has anti- 
British propaganda gone that some of my 
pupils have had anxious inquiries from their 
parents, who have been brought to doubt the 
good will and friendship of their sons’ instruc¬ 
tors. They need not fear. It is not our habit 
to injure those who have a claim on our help 
and protection because their Government is at 
enmity with our Government. 

As one of those who last year enjoyed the 
lavish hospitality of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment and had the honour to be presented to 
H.M. King Farouk. I would quote the lines of 
an anonymous Arab who felt as I feel now: — 
O year that has so pained me 
Perish in the remembrance of the year 
_ , before. 

The year that brought no unhappiness 
And did not divide friends ! 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 

ALFRED GUILLAUME. Professor of 
Arabic, School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London. 
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_____ Parliament _ 

CHANCELLOR’S REMEDIES TO 
SAVE THE CURRENCY 


FURTHER IMPORT CUTS OF 
£150m. 


BUDGET ADVANCED TO MARCH 4 


HOUSE OF LORDS 

Tuesday, Jan. 29 

The Lord Chancellor took his seat on 
the Woolsack at half past 2 o’clock. 

The MARQUESS of SALISBURY, Lord 
Privy Seal, paid tribute to the late Mar¬ 
quess of Linlithgow, whose untimely death, 
he said, would be felt by the whole country. 
The history of his period of office as Viceroy 
of India would always be a matter of con¬ 
troversy, but there would be no one who 
would not honour him for his selfless devo¬ 
tion to his work at that difficult time. It 
was in the very highest traditions of British 
public servants. 

Viscount Jowitt, Viscount Mersey, and 
Viscount Templewood also paid tribute. 

The Northern Ireland (Foyle Fisheries) 
Bill was read a second time. 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 

LORD DOUGLAS of BARLOCH called 
attention to the high incidence of illness 
and disability among the people; the national 
loss thereby occasioned, and the need for 
preventive measures such as building up 
greater resistance to disease by better! 
nourishment, and moved for papers. 

LORD CHORLEY said that too little atten-: 
tion was paid to building up positive health, i 
So much skill, energy, and wealth were puli 
into curative medicine that it had almost' 
become a son of vested interest. £400m. a! 
year of public money was spent on the cura¬ 
tive aspects of medicine while we could not 
do without one greet bomber a year to keep 
the Peckham Centre alive. 

LORD HANKEY said that the Govern¬ 
ment with its enormous resources should em¬ 
bark on a great work of education to start 
a better system of health. 

LORD HORDER said that the evidence! 
of sickness and disability from day to day 
was not necessarily indicative of the basic; 
state of health of the nation, which he thought 
was good. We could not go on living longer 
and longer and yet at the same time he faced 
with illness, sickness, and disability. 

There was no evidence whatever that the 
use of chemicals in. food was a causative 
factor in the increase in cancer. He was satis¬ 
fied that they could not trace any nervous 
complaint now prevalent in this country to 
the use of agene as an improver in the 
making of bread. 

LORD SEMP1LL said that since agene was 
introduced into bread in 1921, figures showed 
that deaths from heart failure had risen 
rapidly. He suggested that a Royal Commis¬ 
sion should be set up to go into the whole 
matter. 

LORD HADEN-GUEST said there was 
no period in the history of the country when 
the health of the people was better than at 
the present time. 

The EARL of ONSLOW said that so far as 
he was advised there was no harm known to 
be done to human beings by agene. It was 
true that in experiments with dogs there had 
been hysteria after they had had large 
quantities of agene, but it was possible that if 
human beings were fed with large quantities 
of dog biscuit they might equally show some 
unfortunate results. (Laughter.) The matter 
was being looked into, and the question would 
be dealt with when another satisfactory 
improver could be found. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

EVENTS IN EGYPT 
The MARQUESS of SALISBURY inter¬ 
vened in the debate to read the statement 
on Egypt made by the Foreign Secretary. 
He suggested that it might be possible to have 
a debate on foreign affairs on Tuesday, 
February 12. 

Their Lordships rose at two minutes after 
6 o’clock. 


at the time of when it was actually to be issued 
py ffie department. (Opposition cries of 
' Oh ! ) 

THE WASHINGTON VISIT 
STATEMENT TO-MORROW 

MR. CHURCHILL replied to members who 
asked him to make a statement on his recent 
visit to Washington. He said: —1 had thought 
that it would be more convenient for the House 
if I dealt with all these matters and others 
in opening the debate on foreign affairs which 
is to begin next Tuesday. As, however, 1 
learn it is the wish of the Opposition that some 
statement should be made, I should be prepared 
to make a preliminary statement to the House 
to-morrow before the debate on the financial 
and economic situation is resumed. 

MR. ATTLEE (Walthamstow, West, Lab.) 
asked if the statement would refer to the present 
position in Persia. 

MR CHURCHILL.—I had not contem¬ 
plated that I should include that in the brief 
preliminary statement which I shall make 
to-morrow. (Opposition cries of “Why 
not ? ) A debate on foreign affairs will take 
place next week. 

MR. ATTLEE said that there were on some 
matters considerable anxieties about what 
took place on the other side. 

MR. CHURCHILL—It is on those points 
on which there is considerable anxiety that I 
may, in comparatively few sentences, endea¬ 
vour to enlighten the House and, I trust, 
relieve. the anxieties which prevail. 

ORKNEY HURRICANE DAMAGE 
c ?' R ,DA v !P ROBERTSON (Caithness and 
Sutherland, C.) asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland why he had decided to relieve 
the hurricane losses in Orkney and Zetland 
by- voluntary contributions, supported by a 
Mate contribution of £20,000. Because of the 
magnitude of the disaster would he not make 
m e cas h a °d materials equal to 
£500,000 for distribution by the local 
authorities? 

MR. STUART (Moray and Naim, C.) said 
precise estimates of the damage were not yet 
available, but he had no reason to think that 
the appeals made by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Orkney and the Lord Provosts of the five 
? Ues ? which the Government had contri¬ 
buted £20,000, would be insufficient to alle¬ 
viate the hardship. Action had been taken 
to assist the work of restoration, 
r n MR ; pIUMOND (Orkney and Zetland, 
L.) asked if Mr. Stuart would examine this 
j question again when the detailed estimates 
were available, because insurance would cover 
only a little of it. 

MR STUART said that he did not think 
he had any authority from the Government 
to say more on the point, apart from the 
tact that they would watch the matter care¬ 
fully. 

POINTS FROM OTHER REPLIES 

Equal Pay. —The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has had to explain to the Staff 
Side that, with considerable regret, he does 
not think it would be in the national interest 
to make an immediate start on the introduc- 
tion of equal pay at the present time. (Finan¬ 
cial Secretary, Treasury.) 

Temple Bar.—I have received no request 
from the owners of Temple Bar for permission 
to move this Scheduled Ancient Monument, 
and no steps have been taken by the Depart¬ 
ment in the matter. (Minister of Works.) 

Development Charge.— The total amount 
received by the Central Land Board in respect 
of development charge from July 1, 1948, to 
December 31, 1951, is £8,615,000. In addition, 
liabilities in respect of development charge 
amounting to £4,867,000 have been set off 
against claims on the £300,000,000 (Minister 
of Housing and Local Government.) 

Catterick Camp. —I have not been' fully 
satisfied^with the conditions at Catterick Camp 
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U.N. AND LIBYA 


ANGLO-FRENCH PROPOSALS 
APPROVED 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jan. 29 

The General Assembly in plenary session 
to-day endorsed proposals submitted by Britain 
and France for the economic development of 
the new State of Libya. The draft is mainly 
concerned with the problem of war damages, 
which, it is decided, should be considered 
within the framework of general economic 
development and technical assistance. 

Other proposals, urging the admission of 
Libya to the United Nations and looking to 
free and democratic elections, have been 
approved by the ad hoc political committee, 
which decisively rejected Russian and Egyptian 
drafts calling for the withdrawal of foreign 
troops and the liquidation or relinquishing of 
foreign military bases. The Libyan Minister 
of Justice resisted Egyptian charges relating 
to the presence of British troops and stated 
that these matters now fell essentially within 
the competence of the Libyan Government. 
In spite of this “ unexpected attitude,” how¬ 
ever, Libya’s feeling of gratitude and good will 
towards Egypt would not suffer. Mr. Adrian 
Pelt, who as the United Nations commissioner 
has done so much to bring the State to inde¬ 
pendence, dwelt on the financial and technical 
help that would be required to place the 
Libyan economy on a sound basis. 
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MR. EDEN’S STATEMENT 
ON EGYPT 


CAIRO REACTION AWAITED 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden’s statement in the House of 
Commons on the situation in Egypt avoided 
extremes. 

Egyptian circles in London, and others with 
them, had hoped that the Foreign Secretary 
would express the feeling that a Change of 
Government in Egypt had given the oppor¬ 
tunity for a fresh start rather than that he 
would devote much of the statement to the 
tragic events at Ismailia and to the riots in 
Cairo. In this sense the statement made no 
concrete step towards an agreed settlement. 

Mr. Eden inevitably had to give 
the House, at some length, an account of 
this unhappy story. His statement, while 
it gives a reminder of the British Governmenrs 
intention to maintain for the present its treaty 
rights, looks farther ahead. In speaking of 
the. Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936, it does 
so only to reaffirm the British Government’s 
intention of replacing that treaty with a new 
agreement. 

In other ways also the statement takes 
account of the Egyptian point of view, and 
looks towards an agreed solution. 

While carrying the settlement of Anglo 
Egyptian differences no farther, the statement 
closes no doors, and it is argued here that no 
more can be done until there has been time 
for reflection. 
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MR. EDEN’S STATEMENT ON 
EVENTS IN EGYPT 


READINESS 10 NEGOTIATE REAFFIRMED 




Mr. Eden's Statement On Events In Egypt. 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Jan 30, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52222. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 102190654 


2 



EFFORTS TO BROADEN 
EGYPTIAN REGIME 


PRIME MINISTER’S TALK 
WITH NAHAS PASHA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Jan. 29 

Cairo remains quiet to-day, and tension 
is perceptibly lessening. The Egyptian 
Army is in control of the city. Meanwhile 
the new Government is concentrating on 
the restoration of security and public con¬ 
fidence. Inflammatory bulletins from the 
canal zone have disappeared from the 
newspapers. 

Questions of foreign policy are for the 
moment in the background. The previous 
government was known to have been consider- 
ing breaking off diplomatic relations with the 
United Kingdom, closing British commercial 
houses, and expelling all British citizens from 
Egypt in retaliation for last week’s grave 
events in Ismailia. 

Both the Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies rallied yesterday behind Maher 
Pasha. It was generally recognized that Egypt 
had been faced with an attempt to overthrow 
the present system of government bv force, at 
a moment of acute crisis in its relations with 
Britain, and that national unity behind the 
Government was imperative to restore con¬ 
ditions of security, law, and order, in which 
alone Egypt could succeed in making good its 
national demands. 

The Prime Minister announced that he would 
resume efforts to broaden the base of his 
Governmem, to include all Dolitical parties, 
including the Wafdists. After the decree 
imposing martial law had been confirmed for 
two months, Parliament adjourned for a fort¬ 
night. 

The British Embassy has informed the 
Government that the United Kingdom reserves 
the right to claim compensation for losses to 
British interests during Saturday’s riots. 

Cairo, Jan. 29. —-Maher Pasha and Nahas 
Pasha had a 40-minute conference to-day; and 
are believed to have discussed relations with 
Britain. Egypiian circles say that the two men 
also discussed internal peace and the question 
of broadening the regime into a national front. 

Before this talk the Prime Minister went on 
foot through the streets to see the buildings 
wrecked and burned during the riots. Nine 
Britons were killed, four were injured, and 
three are still missing, according to the British 
headquarters at Ismailia. 

Mr. A. H. King, British Consul-General in 
Cairo, said to-night that four of six bodies 
recovered near the Turf Club were identified 
ay ,- T£ e four victims were: Mrs. Crawford 
(Mr. G F. Crawford, a British teacher dis¬ 
missed by the Egyptians, and his wife were 
reported missing aftei they had set out to book 
air passages to Britain); Dr. Sloan Millar, a 
I boot; Mr. Norman Williamson, local head of 
1 3 British firm; and Mr. C. F. A Jones — 
Reuter. 
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U.S. POSITION EXPLAINED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 29 
The State Department said to-day that 
suggestions that the United States was 
mediating or would mediate “ in any formal 
sense ” in the Anglo-Egyptian dispute were 
“ pure speculation.” A spokesman pointed 
out that the United States was a party to the 
four-Power proposal already made to Egypt, 
and the Government was, of course, in touch 
with the British on the situation, while the 
American Ambassador in Cairo was in close 
touch with the Egyptian Government. 

” We are exercising our good offices to the 
extent that is possible at the present time, 
while I emphasize that we are not mediating 
in any sense of the word,” the spokesman 
added. The Government was not at present 
contemplating any moves and it had 
advanced no proposals. 


NEW ORDERS FOR TROOPS 
IN CYPRUS 

Famagusta, Jan. 29.—British troops who 
have been standing by in the aimed vessel 
Dieppe here since Sunday, because of the 
tension in Egypt, disembarked to-day. Men 
of the Coldstream Guards and Scots Guards, 
with their tanks and vehicles, left the ship and 
moved into camps in the neighbourhood. 
More troops who arrived at Famagusta to¬ 
night from various parts of the island also 
went into camp.— Reuter. 


H.M.S. THESEUS TO JOIN 
MEDITERRANEAN FLEET 

The Admiralty announced yesterday that 
the aircraft carrier H.M.S. Theseus is being 
detached temporarily from the Home FUet to 
join the Mediterranean Fleet. The Theseus 
will prepare to take over from H.M.S. Ocean, 
which may be required to relieve H.M.S. Glory 
in the Far East at the end of April. The 
Theseus is to join the Mediterranean Fleet 
to-morrow. 

If the Ocean relieves the Glory, the Glory 
will return to the Mediterranean by the end 
of May. The Theseus will then rejoin the 
Home Fleet. 
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DEFENCE OF CANAL ZONE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—You say that “there will be much 
heart-searching in this country itself, reflected 
no doubt in Parliament when it meets on 
I Tuesday,” about the situation in Egypt. And 
u r ^ son l l?“ ** ^ at we are incurring 
tne odium of using strength without any of 
the stability which a policy of strength, wisely 
applied, should have secured us. Those of 
us who urged upon Mr. Morrison in Parlia¬ 
ment last summer the importance of defending 
our undoubted right to remain in occupation 
and control of Abadan were accused by him 
of near-hysteria and told that any attempt to 
remain there in defiance of Dr. Moussadek’s 
Government might lead.to war. Yet it was 
Mr. Morrison who reacted to the Egyptian 
denunciation of the 1936 Treaty by measures 
which were just as likely to and have in fact 
almost led to war with Egypt. We could 
? car ^®|y have become more heavily involved 
i in Khuzistan than we are now involved in 
Egypt. The fighting, if any, would have been 
far * her east instead of in the heart of 
the Middle East; and a successful demon¬ 
stration ot our determination to stand on the 
interim ruling of The Hague Court over 
Abadan would have prevented the present 
attempt to try conclusions with us in the canal 
zone. The whole Middie East is as sensitive 
as one large sukh, where an incident at one 
! enjauieMy has repercussions at the other. 

The tragedy of the present situation is that 
enjoying twentieth-century treaties, we have 
allowed ourselves to be driven by a series of 
incidents to measures which are easily repre¬ 
sented as nineteenth-century imperialism. What 
then should we have done ? As soon as the 
ate Government recognized the need for main¬ 
taining their position under the 1936 Treaty 
by force, they should have done the job 
promptly and thoroughly by taking over the 
complete administration of the zone and 
declared military rule over it. The area would 
have been cut off by British troops from the 
res l k§yP*> unreliable elements expelled 
and others prevented from entering. There 
would naturally have been a violent outcry in 
the Egyptian Press for some days, but a rigid 
military censorship would have been imposed 
m the zone and the whole argument would 
have b<*n transferred to the inter-Govem- 
mental level diplomacy, instead of being 
the subject of daily exacerbation by terrorist 
attacks and counter-measures much magnified 
by the Egyptian Press. 

The dismissal of the Wafd and the conse¬ 
quent removal of the sinister influence of 
Serag ed-Din, who. as Minister of the Interior 
and Finance, contributed more than anybody 
to the fall of his chief and his partv, may 
enable the Egyptian authorities, under Aly 
Maher Pasha, to restore tranquillity to the 
canal zone ; but, if not, it will probably be 
l necessary for us to do now, in the face of 
disintegrating world opinion, especially in the 
Arab lands, what should have been done over¬ 
night at the beginning. Nor can it be said 
tha m the interval the War Office has been 
well served by its public relations department.! 
The .military mind has never been celebrated! 
for its flexibility or sensitiveness to nublicl 
opinion. y 1 

h WOUlt ! k® a ^ eat h elp if Mr 
ChurchiH S suggestion to Congress were! 
adopted and even token forces of America and 
the other oartners in the proposed Middle East 
Defence Organization could be stationed with I 
purs in the canal zone, to emphasize that this! 
is now essenttally a base for combined resist¬ 
ance to a world menace and not the base of a 
,smgl e imperial Power. So often what Mr 
! Churchill has said, as at Fulton has been 
received with scepticism at the time only to be 
translated into practice later, that it would not 
i be surprising if within a much shorter time 
than elapsed between Fulton and N.A.TO 
American forces were stationed beside ours in 
the canal zone. The murder of an American 
I nun and the noting in Cairo must already be 
causing second thoughts on this problem in the 
I United States. As you point out, however it 
is not enough, though it is essential, for 
i Bn tain, France, the United States, and Turkey 
to have their defence plan. The plan must have 
roots in the Middle Eastern countries them-' 
selves. And the sooner this country, at least, 
has a resident Minister of State in the Middle 
East, as we did during the war when Mr 
Lyttelton was appointed for the purpose the 

better. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

SOMERSET de CHAIR, j 

Blickling Hall, Aylsham, Norfolk, Jan. 28. | 


l 



Defence Of Canal Zone. 

SOMERSET DE CHAIR 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, Jan 30, 1952; pg. 7; Issue 52222. 
Category: Letters to the Editor 


Gale Document Number:CS 118574654 


2 



BRITISH AMBASSADOR SEES 
KING FAROUK 


TALK WITH NEW PRIME MINISTER 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador, was yesterday 
received in audience by King Farouk, after having called on Aly Maher 
Pasha, the new Prime Minister of Egypt. The heads of the American, 
French, and Turkish missions in Cairo were also received by the P rim e 
Minister. 

Maher Pasha’s statement that he was ready to discuss a Middle 
East command and conditions in regard to military bases is regarded 
as conciliatory. 


DIRECT CONTACTS 
RESUMED 


FUTURE OF MIDDLE 
EAST COMMAND 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Jan. 30 

King Farouk this evening gave an 
audience to Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador—the first since Octo¬ 
ber 9. Earlier Sir Ralph Stevenson had 
made a courtesy call on Aly Maher Pasha, 
the new Prime Minister, with whom he 
stayed for about half an hour. 

The resumption of direct contacts with 
the Egyptian Government, from which the 
British Embassy has been increasingly 
isolated, is an encouraging first fruit of the 
change of Government here. It was noted 
also that, by accident or design, the first 
heads of missions to be received by the 
new Prime Minister were those of the 
Governments—American, British. French, 
and Turkish—which submitted to Egypt 
last October proposals for a Middle East 
command. 

Maher Pasha, in an interview yester¬ 
day with the News Chronicle correspon¬ 
dent, said that he was ready to discuss a 
Middle East command with the four 
Powers and conditions in regard to military 
bases, which he said was a key factor. 
Although the Prime Minister also laid 
emphasis on Egypt’s national aspirations 
—unconditional evacuation by the British 
Army, and the unity of the Nile Valley 
under the Egyptian crown—his statement 
is regarded here as conciliatory. 
NEGOTIATIONS AND ORDER 

Circles close to the new Government would I 
evidently welcome an opportunity to reopen 
negotiations upon an acceptable basis without 
undue delay. The restoration of security, 
which is the Government’s first task, must 
obviously affect its policy in the canal zone. 
Jt was an error of the Wafd Government that 
it oeiieved it possible to promote increasingly 

S -aye disorders and incidents of an anti- 
rittsh character in the canal zone without 
Jetting loose the revolutionary forces which 
made havoc with Cairo on Saturday. But in 
the long nin the Government’s success in 
pacifying Egypt will depend largely on the pro- 
gr«s it makes tn the field of foreign policy : 
and it can be understood that it wishes nego¬ 
tiations to be got under way as soon as its 
immediate measures to restore an atmosphere 
Tu n"- £ ea £ on l iave begun to take effect, 
tne British Foreign Secretary's statement 
—winch newspapers here printed to-day with 
the omission of his strictures on Samrday's 
riots—has not been the subject of much com- 
nrntc’u ‘fi is we!comed in so far as it shows I 

British readiness to enter at any time into 
negotiations. 

The shock which “Black Saturday” has 
given Egyptian opinion is reflected in some out- 
. spoken Press comment. An article in Akher- 
La/iza pours scorn on Nahas Pasha’s explana- 
“• ‘ h e wojk of angry, indignant 
patriots misled by a few traitors.” In fact, 
says the writer, the crushing majority of the 
mobs which set up street rule in opposition 
to lawtul Government were not patriotic 
demonstrators but the criminal traitors. They 
have shown the whole world, to the satisfac- 
tion of Britain, that Egypt is unable to keep 
order and security in the heart of the country 
and in her own capital. 

INVESTIGATION DEMANDED 

.The writer recalls that only a few days pre- 
viously the then Minister of the Interior, 
challenging General Erskine’s actions in the 
canal zone, asserted that foreigners’ lives and 
property were always safe in Egypt. As for 
tne new Prime Minister’s comment that what 
happened in Cairo on Saturday could happen 
anywhere m the world, the answer is a cate¬ 
gorical negative. Never have such things 
taken place in any civilized capital through- 
out the ages except in times of invasion or 
civil war. The writer demands an investiga¬ 
tion into the failure of the security authori¬ 
ties to control the situation. It is necessary 
to inquire, the article concludes, whether 
orders given to the police were obeyed and 
why the army was not called out in time. 

British commercial activity in Egypt will be 
severely restricted for some time to come as 
a result of the disorders on Saturday. The 
new Cabinet is understood to be concerned 
about the unemployment caused am on a 
Egyptians. ___ 

“READY TO CONSIDER” 

Cairo. Jan. 30.—Aly Maher Pasha told I 
reporters to-night: “ We are ready to consider 
any understanding Mr. Eden might propose.” 1 
He was commenting on the British Foreign 
Secretary’s statement in the House of Com¬ 
mons yesterday that Britain still wanted to 
reach a settlement with Egypt which would 
Tespect the Egyptian point of view. 

King Farouk to-night received in audience 
Naguib el Rawi Bey, the Iraqi Minister in 
Cairo.— Reuter. 


FOUR-POWER OFFER 
“ STILL OPEN ” 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30 
Mr. Acheson, the Secretary of State, 
replying to-day to questions about thej 
situation in Egypt, said that the United' 
States supported Britain in the view that 
the 1936 treaty had not expired. 

He had, he thought, made it as dear as 
possible, at the time of the abrogation of the 
treaty, that he did not consider there was any 
basis for Egypt’s denoundng unilaterally 
treaties that contained no provision for uni- 
ateral denunciation. He was glad that King 
| rarouk and the new Government had taken 
su cn vigorous steps to restore order in Egypt. 

I. .y? being told of reports that the new Prime 
Minister had expressed his readiness to discuss 
the Middle East command, Mr. Acheson said 
that he had not been officially advised of any 
| such desire as yet, but would welcome a chance 
ot reopening the subject. The four-Power 
oner, he added, was still open. It had not been 
i made on any take-it-or-leave-it basis, but as a 
sound proposal for solving the problem of 
I defence of the Suez Canal. 

AFTERMATH OF CAIRO 
RIOTS 


MR. ACHESON’S HINT 


TOLL OF DESTRUCTION 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The full extent of the Wafd’s failure to 
fulfil the first responsibility of Govern¬ 
ment to maintain order and the over¬ 
riding justification for King Farouk’s 
decision to dismiss Nahas Pasha are 
demonstrated in awesome detail by 
reports now reaching London of the riots 
last week-end. It is clear that for 12 
hours Cairo was the victim of mob rule at 
its most savage and deadly. 

The rims were no spontaneous outburst of 
popular indignation but seem to have been 
planned in advance, with the fury of the mob 
directed from above and guided to particular 
objectives. The fact that the rioters concen¬ 
trated so much of their attention on the bars, 
wine shops, restaurants, and places of enter¬ 
tainment—almost all of which in the centre 
of the town were destroyed—suggests that the 
Muslim Brotherhood may have been respon¬ 
sible for the outrages. 

Reports from the British Embassy show 
that the attack on the Turf Club, in which 
10 people lost their lives, was particularly 
savage. After a battering ram had broken 
down the entrance, gangs led by young men 
with paraffin and sacking started four large 
bonfires on the ground floor. Those inside, 
unable to escape in the ensuing confusion, 
were set upon and done to death in divers 
ways, before being flung on to the bonfires. 
British members or the club were hunted from 
room to room as the flames spread through 
the building. 

BLOCKED BY FIRES 

The British Cinema Rivoli was also the 
object of an attack. The entrance and exits 
were blocked by fires. The manager, who was 
known to be inside, was hunted by attackers 
from room to room for more than three hours 
and avoided discovery by taking refuge in those 
parts where the fire was burning most fiercely, 
until smuggled into the next-door building and 
then to safety by some Greek employees. 

The intensity of the riots, which lasted about 
12 hours, is shown by the amount of damage, 
estimated at from £20m. to £30m. Some 


Against the grim background of these 
rible events it is the prime duty of the 
Egyptian. Prime Minister to demonstrate his 
determination and ability to make good his 
pledge to protect life and property, foreign as 
well as Egyptian. Reports from Cairo suggest 
that Wafd leaders, shocked by the extent of 
the devastation, may genuinely be prepared to 
support the new Government in restoring law 
and order. Aly Maher Pasha’s choice of 
Ministers, remarkable for their technical quali¬ 
fications for the tasks to which they have been 
allotted, gives some ground for hopes that the 
new Government means to concentrate on 
effective administration and not political 
manoeuvring. 

CAN Al./OMOL'IEI 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, Jan. 30 

The canal zone has remained generally quiet 
during the past 24 hours—in official parlance, 
there has been no change in the situation.” 
Two shots pierced the windscreen of a Naafi 
van which had broken down on the road 
between Ismailia and Port Said last night, but 
there were no casualties. 


TROOPS FROM CYPRUS 

Famagusta, Jan. 30.—The troopship Empire! 
Comfort sailed from here to-day with 120 
British troops of the 32nd Brigade for Port 

Said —Roulvr I 
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MR. ACHESON’S HINT 


FOUR-POWER OFFER 
“STILL OPEN” 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30 

Mr. Acheson, the Secretary of State, 
replying to-day to questions about the 
situation in Egypt, said that the United 
States supported Britain in the view that 
the 1936 treaty had not expired. 

He had, he thought, made it as clear as 
possible, at the time of the abrogation of the 
treaty, that he did not consider there was any 
basis for Egypt’s denouncing unilaterally 
treaties that contained no provision for uni- 
mteral denunciation. He was glad that King 
harouk and the new Government had taken 
such vigorous steps to restore order in Egypt. 

On being told of reports that the new Prime 
Minister had expressed his readiness to discuss 
the Middle East command, Mr. Acheson said 
that he had not been officially advised of any 
such desire as yet, but would welcome a chance 

subject. The four-Power 
offer, he added, was still open. It had not been 
made on any take-it-or-leave-it basis, but as a 
sound proposal for solving the problem of 
defence of the Suez Canal. 
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MR. CHURCHILL 
ON U.S. VISIT 

NEED TO AVOID WAR 
IN CHINA 


DANGER IN EUROPE 

WESTMINSTER, Wednesday 

Mr. Churchill cleared the air with a 
broad, decisive sweep to-day of some 
doubts which have gathered round one 
highly important aspect of his trans¬ 
atlantic visit. What he called the hypo¬ 
thetical question of what should be done 
if a truce were made in Korea only to be 
broken had been discussed, he said— 
before he and his colleagues left for 
America—between the United Kingdom, 
the United States and other Governments 
who had fighting forces in the field. It had 
been agreed that, clearly, a very serious 
situation would arise in such an event, and 
various contingencies had been examined 
without any definite or formal commit¬ 
ment being entered into. Then he added 
the significant sentence—which may or 
may not have allayed Opposition sus¬ 
picion—“ No change was made in this 
situation while we were in the United 
States.” 

He refrained from going inio details of these 
earlier discussions about “ what we should do 
and what we should not do in the event first 
of a truce being reached, and secondly of its 
being broken.” Looking over his glasses he 
observed that when a war was go'r.g on it was 

amended this to " the other side "). They 
might sometimes be left something to guess 

That was whv when he addressed Congress 
he spoke in general terms of the action we 
should take in common in the event—and he 
used the words “ prompt, resolute, and effec¬ 
tive,” He commented here that they were not 
bad words, and he preferred them to “ tardy, 
timid, and fatuous." They did not represent 
anv new decisions arrived at during their visit, 
but they expressed frankly and fullv the spirit 
in which “ we shall face our difficulties 
together." 

IMPORTANT ASPECT 

He had already told the House that one of 
the obiects of his visit, apart from establishing 
intimate and easy relations, was to give the 
American people the impression that we should 
aid them with all our strength and good will 
in their purpose of defending the cause of 
world freedom against Communist aggression. 
Linked with this issue of the Korea truce 
negotiations and the possibilities of their break¬ 
down, or breach after settlement, there was also 
the question of the attitude wc should adopt, 
in that event, towards the Chinese Com¬ 
munists. An important aspect, he emphasized, 
was the doubt whether a truce in Korea might 
be reached only as a means of transferring 
Communist strength to the frontiers of Indo- 
China or Malaya. 

All this led him to the larger issues which 
were the background of all thought upon the 
Korean campaign. He gave full weight to the 
gain in authority which the United Nations 
had derived from the fact that unprovoked 
aggression had been met by armed force, but 
he dwell also on the fact that when the main 
dangers were so much nearer home we did not 
want to be lied down or entangled in a war in 
Korea—” still less in a war in'China.” That 
would indeed mean, as General Bradley said, 
being “ in the wrong war, in the wrong place, 
at the wrong time.” 

A brief storm broke when Mr. S. Silver- 
man interjected, “ on the wrong side,” and 
someone shouted “ traitor.” But Mr 
Churchill was not disturbed. He surmised 
genially that Mr. Silverman thought we should 
be fighting on the Chinese Communist side 
against the United Nations. But Mr. Silver- 
man disclaimed any such intention. His point 
seemed to be that the issue of any war ia China 
in which we intervened would be whether the 
present Government remained in power or 
whether Chiang Kai-shek went back. 

Mr Churchill did not waste much time on 
this. He was more concerned about the effect 
on European defence of the diversion of so 
many divisions in Korea and elsewhere— 
equivalent in war-power to 30 or 35 European 
divisions. 

FRONT IN EUROPE 

But for these pressures and assaults in the 
Far East, in south-east Asia, and in the Middle 
East, he said, forces would exist to form a 
front in Europe against what were called the 
176 Soviet divisions, of which Mr. Shinwell 
had feiven timely warning. If we had 50 divi¬ 
sions deployed to protect the civilization of 
Europe—including Germany—the Atlantic 
Treaty Powers would not be forced to rely 
so disproportionately upon the American 
superiority in the atomic bomb. Moreover, 
there would be a chance of establishing in a 
calmer atmosphere those conditions which 
might lead to a makeshift settlement lasting 
perhaps for a good many years. 

He reflected grimly that the men in the 
Kremlin—who had many anxieties of theirown 
to face—might compliment themselves on 
having pegged down in far-distant areas 
around the globe a far greater force than the 
Atlantic Powers had yet been able to gather 
to defend the civilization of the west—without 
losing a single soldier in Russian uniform. 

From this " sombre spectacle." he turned 
again to the Korean front, and drew comfort 
from the fact that we had secured a better 
chance for reaching agreement by making it 
plain that in the event of a treacherous re¬ 
newal of the war the United States and Britain 
wxiuld together take “ prompt, resolute, and 
effective action.’ To magnify divisions between 
us would be more likely than anything else to 
ead to a renewal on a larger scale of the 
local war in Korea. He was glad to have had 
an opportunity to make it clear in Washington 
that the English-speaking world were acting in 
true loyalty and comradeship, resolved to bring 
that ” local event ” into its proper rclation- 
stnp to our predominating danger in Europe 

Of the troubles in the Middle East and 
F.gypt. he said he had never had the feeling that 
,wc should make a bargain with the United 
States that if we worked smoothly with them 
in the Far East they should do the same in the 
Middle East. Both should be dealt with on 
their merits—and both cases on their merits 
were pretty strong. 

If Britain and the United States were known 
to be acting together the possibilities of peace- 
mi arrangements would be greatly strengthened. 
The main .merest of the Communist oligarchy 
was to provoke or suggest divergence between 
us. The fact of simultaneous or concerted 
action becoming apparent would be beneficial 
to us both and even more so to the free world 

A report of Mr. Churchill's statement 
is on page 7, together with Mr. Eden’s 
replies in Parliament to questions on the 
!Far East. 
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Parliament 


PRIME MINISTER REVIEWS 
WASHINGTON TALKS 


JOINT ACTION IN DEFENCE OF 
FREE WORLD 


EGYPT AND THE FAR EAST 


HOUSE OF LORDS 

Wednesday, Jan. 30 

The Lord Chancellor took his seat on the 
Woolsack at 3 o’clock. 

The following peers took the oath and sub¬ 
scribed the roll: Earl Jowitt (formerly Vis¬ 
count Jowitt), introduced by the Earl of 
Huntingdon and the Earl of Drogheda; 
Viscount Waverley (formerly Sir John 
Anderson), introduced by Viscount Simon 
and Viscount Alanbrooke; and Lord 
Milner (formerly Major James Milner), intro¬ 
duced by Lord Pethick-Lawrence and Lord 
Calverley. 

“THE HIGHEST TOKEN” 
TRIBUTES TO LORD 
ADDISON 

The MARQUESS of SALISBURY, Lord] 
Privy Seal, moved the adjournment of the' 
House in tribute to the memory of the late 
Viscount Addison, and in appreciation of his 
long and distinguished public service. 

He said that it was not uncommon in the 
House for tributes to be paid to eminent 
men. Cabinet Ministers and others, who had 
occupied high places and who had by their 
presence lent lustre to the House, but it was 
a very rare event for the adjournment of the 
House to be moved. That was the highest 
token of respect and affection they could pay 
to a member of their body. It was a toke.- 
of a very special character in that it wa 
essentially a manifestation of their own pel 
sonal grief. The last time the procedure had 
been invoked, he was proud to think, was 
in memory of his own father. On that occa¬ 
sion the adjournment was moved by Lord 
Addison, and it now fell to him to perform 
the same office for Lord Addison, who en¬ 
joyed so high a degree of esteem and affection i 
of them all. 

He and Lord Addison as leaders of the I 
two main parties, had had to help to guide 
the House through one of the most difficult 
and potentially dangerous periods in its long 
history. For the first time, the House of 
Lords, with its great Conservative prepon¬ 
derance, was faced with an equally large 
Labour _ majority in the Commons. Many 
of the ideas of the Government of the day 
were fundamentally antipathetic to the Con¬ 
servatives, and if the House had been led 
by a man less wise and understanding clashes 
might have become inevitable, which might 
have shaken the whole structure of the Con¬ 
stitution. But Lord Addison had shown 
through this difficult period a humanity, 
sagacity, and moderation, that not only made 
the system workable but won him the warm 
affection of his political opponents. Theyl 
respected and loved him as a stout-hearted, 
wise, and very human Englishman. 

THE LAST SIX YEARS 

EARL JOWITT said that in the last six 
years of Lord Addison’s life they all appre¬ 
ciated to the full what a really remarkable 
man he was. They loved the man. He 
was always ready with help and advice and 
nothing made him happier than when one of 
his team did a good job. Towards the end 
of his life he showed great fortitude when 
he realized that the surgeons could do no 
more for him. 

During the past six years, no one knew 
better than he that Lady Addison was a 
constant help to her husband and watched 
over him tenderly with the greatest care. 

VISCOUNT SAMUEL said that the House 
of Lords could not have had a leader better 
loved than Lord Addison. He was a man of 
forward looking and constructive mind. He 
knew him first when they were both young 
Liberal members of the House of Commons 
over 40 years ago, and he saw him two days 
before he left hospital to be taken home to 
die. A doctor by profession, he knew pre¬ 
cisely what his illness was and was well aware 
of its inevitable and speedy end, but it did 
not appear to trouble him in the least. His 
main anxiety then was that someone should 
be appointed to succeed him on the Medical 
Research Council. 

The BISHOP of ELY said that all the I 
Bishops would wish to unite in what had] 
been said in their respect and affection for 
Lord Addison. 

LORD WEBB-JOHNSON, recalling other I 
famous doctors who bad rendered political 
service to their country, said that Lord 
Addison’s name would live in the teaching 
of the sciences of anatomy, but he was more 
than an anatomist, he was a great man. 

LORD O’HAGAN paid tribute to the work 
Lord Addison did at the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture, and said that he was a man ofj 
deep understanding and broad outlook. 

“ HIS OLDEST FRIEND ” 

VISCOUNT STANSGATE said that he I 
was Lord Addison's oldest friend, and knew 
him when he came to the House of Com¬ 
mons in 1910. They joined in the task of 
re-organizing the Liberal Party. (Laughtr ' 1 
They were glorious days. There were Ltbei„.o, 
and Tories, and they hated each other. Ir 
was a good fight, and they were sure they 
were right. They worked together in de¬ 
nouncing the House of Lords as a “citadel 
of reaction,” which it was—and still was., 
(Laughter.) The wonder of the 1945 elec¬ 
tion was that there was no rupture in the 
House, and this was due in the first place 1 
to Lord Addison's genius and character, 
to the charm of the present leader of the 
House, and to the common sense of the 
House itself. He (Viscount Stansgate) was 
sometimes exasperated at the consideration 
which Lord Addison showed to the Oppo¬ 
sition. (Laughter.) 

The LORD CHANCELLOR said that he 
counted himself privileged to be able to join 
in the tributes to one who had for so long 
occupied an honoured position in the House. 
The House was commemorating the memory 
of a wise and good man. In Lord Addi¬ 
son there was nothing ornate, nothing subtle, 
nothing pretentious, nothing vain, and the 
simple English words “ He was wise and he 
was good ’ were the most natural for him. 

The motion was carried nemine dissent- 
ienle. 
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fully restored. That was still the Govern¬ 
ment s view, and it applied equally to Japan’s 
relations with countries other than China. 

MR. FOOT (Plymouth, Devonport, Lab.) 
asked the Foreign Secretary on what date he 
was informed of the letter sent by the Prime 
Minister of Japan to Mr. Foster Dulles, 
dated December 24, and whether he did not 
agree that the action of the American Govern¬ 
ment in this respect amounted to a double- 
cross on the British Government. 

MR. EDEN said he was aware of the exist¬ 
ence of the letter. 

MR. FOOT.—When ? • 

MR. EDEN.—Some time ago. I knew also 
that the American Government took a differ- 
•— view from us on this subject. My attempt 
1 10 persuade the American authorities to 
... i our view, but I did not succeed. It is 
only fair to add, however, that each Govern¬ 
ment is entitled to take its own view. This 
is a matter on which we agreed to-differ. For¬ 
tunately, there are not many such differences 
between us. 

Answering further questions, Mr. Eden 
said his Majesty’s Government had no part, 
tacit or otherwise, in the drafting or publica¬ 
tion of the letter in question. They could 
not possibly have had any part in it because 
me. letter did not express the British views, 
which had been repeatedly stated to the 
American Government aod which remained 
the same. Although the letter had been 
written by the Japanese Government to the 
American Government, the fact remained that 
under existing arrangements no decision could 
be made by the Japanese Government until 
after the peace treaty had been signed, 
r ???• SWINGLER (Newcastle under Lyme, 
Lab.) gave notice that he would raise the 
matter on the adjournment. 

BRITISH OFFICIALS IN EGYPT 

mIVS * c rsss & 

position of British officials who had been 
dismissed by the Egyptian Government, said 
that the Government had every sympathy with 
those officials, many of whom had given years 
of devoted service to Egypt and who were 
the victims of the late Egyptian Government’s 
deastons. - s Majesty’s Ambassador in Cairo 
had been in close touch throughout with the 
Association of British Officials in Egypt and 
there had been frequent consultation between 
the Embassy, the Foreign Office, and other 
Departments concerned, with a view to assist¬ 
ing those officials. It was understood that 
the Egyptian authorities concerned had 
accepted financial responsibility for repatria¬ 
tion and that they had already met the cost 
of the passages home of certain officials. The 
British Government were doing their best to 
help in finding suitable alternative employ¬ 
ment for those officials in neighbouring Middle 
Eastern countries, in the Colonies, and in the 
United Kingdom, and a number had already 
been satisfactorily placed. Plans to fight the 
cases of those officials for wrongful dismissal 
in the Egyptian Courts were already well in 
hand and his Majesty’s Government had 
accepted financial responsibility for the costs 
of any such action. 

FOOD CORPORATION CHANGES 
MR.HURD (Newbury, C.) asked the Secre¬ 
tary of State for the Colonies if he would 
make a statement on the changes in staff and 
iroduction plans effected by the Overseas 
•ood Corporation to carry out a long-term 
farming policy on its properties in Tanganyika 
formerly intended for mechanized groundnut 
production. 

MR. LYTTELTON (Aldershot, C.).—The 
corporattqn have been carrying out the 
changes in their organization and farming 
programme necessary to carry out the long- 
•erm plan approved by his Majesty's Govem- 
n ?"L The European staff, which numbered 
.,153 on March 31, 1951, will be reduced to 
390 on March 31 next. The corporation's 
farming policy is now concentrated on estab- 
Ushing through a variety of small farms ser¬ 
viced from the centre, an economic system of 
mechanized arable farming. For the time 
being the corporation is adhering to a rota¬ 
tion of groundnuts, maize, and sorghum, but 
is pursuing small-scale experiments with other 
crops, including beans, castor, cotton, rice, 
tobacco, and various fibres. Under the new 
plan farming is restricted to 24,000 acres at 
Kongwa and 60,000 each at Urambo and the 
Southern Province. The current crop extends 
to 73,500 acres, made up of 15,000 each at 
£.°?J5 va an< * *he Southern Province, and 
43,500 at Urambo. 

SAFETY OF MARCHING 
PARTIES 

MR. BELLENGER (Bassetlaw, Lab.) asked 
whether instructions had been issued that 
marching parties of Service personnel were to 
carry red fights at the rear, with rear guards at 

- suitably spaced interval. 

, MR. CHURCHILL, Prime Minister (Wood¬ 
ford, C-).—Yes, sir. All three Service depart¬ 
ments have now issued instructions prescribing 
that when personnel are marching on roads 
formed bodies look-out men shall be posted 
a suitable distance in front and rear and 
shall carry lanterns at night. This meets the 
point ^ which the Leader of the Opposition 

R.A.F. DUTY IN FAR EAST 
MR. NIGEL BIRCH, Under-Secretary for 
Air (Flint, West, C.), states in a written 
reply that National Service airmen will 

- future spend 12 instead of 16 weeks 
r - the United Kingdom before embark¬ 
ing for the Far East. This change brings 
the policy on postings to the Far East 
into line with that for the Middle East and 
eliminates the period of waiting between com¬ 
pletion of basic training and embarcation. The 
policy on postings to Korea announced last 
December remains unchanged. 

LOST IN THE POST 
MR. T. BROWN (Ince, Lab.) asked the 
Assistant Postmaster-General for information 
about the results of his inquiries into the loss 
of the telephone accounts sent out by the 
Enfield and Archway telephone exchanges- 
and whether the amount of £13,620 involved 
l ” /l been paid. 
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NATIONAL FRONT 
FOR EGYPT 

WAFD’S DECISION 
TO JOIN 


RESTORING STABILITY 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Jan. 31 

Although nothing substantial emerged 
from yesterday’s meeting between Aly 
Maher Pasha, the new Prime Minister, 
and the British Ambassador it has left 
a fairly hopeful feeling in official circles 
here. A British Embassy spokesman said 
that no formal proposals had been made 
on basic issues, but the Ambassador 
appears to have given the impression that 
the British Government are ready to be 
helpful to an Egyptian Cabinet that is 
ready to try the path of negotiation. 

The restoration of security in Egypt is not 
to be accomplished without at. least dis¬ 
couragement by the Government of the 
“ liberation units ” in the canal zone. That 
is a delicate matter, as comments in some of 
to-dav’s newspapers make clear, and the Prime 
Minister is clearly anxious to be able tn show 
public opinion that the method of negotiation 
is likely to be profitable for the cause of 
Egypt’s national aspirations. 

A basis for the negotiations is thought to 
be already there, taking into account the four- 
Power proposals for a Middle East command 
and the previous offers made by the British 
Government regarding evacuation of troops 
from Egypt, and an agreement on self- 
determination for the Sudanese. It is a ques¬ 
tion, in the main, of reformulating these 
proposals in a way that will make an appeal 
to at least the more reasonable Egyptian 
nationalists. 

AID FOR GOVERNMENT 

Thanks to the previous Government, 
Egyptian opinion has been imbued with the 
tenet that evacuation by the British must pre¬ 
cede any negotiations on Middle East defence. 
It is not easy to depart overnight from a prin¬ 
ciple for which a violent, impassioned con¬ 
flict has been launched against the British. 

However the Government has presumably 
been aided by the decision of the Wafd Party 
to join the national committee of political 
leaders which the Prime Minister is forming 
to assist and advise the Government in 
negotiations with the United Kingdom or with 
all four Powers. The Wafd’s change of atti¬ 
tude is perhaps a measure of the discredit 
into which it had fallen as a result of Satur-. 
day’s disastrous riots in Cairo. 

Cairo, Jan. 31.—Maher Pasha announced 
to-night that Nahas Pasha’s Wafd Party had 
agreed to join in the proposed “ National 
Front.” This, under Maher Pasha as chair¬ 
man, is expected to be formed within 48 hours 
by Royal decree. 

Its members will enjoy the status of 
“ envoys extraordinary,” and will act as 
advisers whose recommendations will be bind¬ 
ing on the Cabinet. 

According to well-informed quarters, all 
the principal parties have indicated their agree¬ 
ment to join the National Front. These in¬ 
clude the Saadists, led by Ibrahim Abdel Hady 
Pasha, the Liberal Constitutional Party of 
Hussein Heykal Pasha, and the Kotla Party 
of Makram Ebeid Pasha. 

Hafez Ramadan Pasha’s Nationalist Party, 
whose motto is “ no negotiations before evacu¬ 
ation," has rejected an invitation to join. 
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EFFORTS TO REDUCE 
TENSION 


STEPS TOWARDS CLOSER 
UNDERSTANDING 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports reaching London from Cairo 
suggest that the British Ambassador’s 
visits to King Farouk and to Aly Maher 
Pasha have led to a closer understanding 
between the two countries on the imme¬ 
diate steps to be taken to restore stability 
in Egypt. 

It seems to be agreed by both sides that 
the first necessity, from both their points of 
view, is to reduce the existing tension caused 
by the events in Ismailia last Friday and the 
ensuing riots in Cairo, and that until this 
over-riding aim is achieved no progress is 
likely to be made on the political side. Jt 
can be assumed that the British Government 
will not delay in offering to renew negotia¬ 
tions, once the internal position in Egypt is 
seen to be reasonably stable. 

The Egyptian Government is believed to be 
taking every measure to establish the guilt of 
those responsible for\the Cairo outrages and 
to settle the question of compensation. Its 
zeal in this respect, coupled with some sensible 
precautions about the carrying of firearms, 
and other administrative measures, will not 
be overlooked in London. While a precipitate 
British move would probably be unwelcome 
at this moment, the danger of waiting too long 
and allowing Egyptian public opinion, at 
present in a state of flux, to settle once again 
into a hard and fast mould is not likely to be 
overlooked by either side. 

The fact that the British Ambassador is in 
such close contact with the new Prime Minister 
and King Farouk, and will be seeing both 
again in the near future, gives ground for sup¬ 
posing that the question of timing of any new 
move is being considered more from the angle 
of a common interest than from the standpoint 
of two disputants pursuing conflicting ends. 

For the immediate future, it is to be hoped 
that the British commander in Ismailia will 
be able to go some way towards quietening 
feeling in the zone by a considered policy of 
conciliation, without, of course, jeopardizing 
security precautions. 
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MR. EDEN’S VISIT TO 
PARIS 


INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, Jam. 31 

Mr. Eden’s visit here to-morrow is wel¬ 
comed by the French as evidence of the 
desire of the British Government to keep 
in close touch with the French Govern¬ 
ment on all matters of high policy that 
concern the western world. 

No agenda is being prepared, and the fact 
that Mr. Eden will be accompanied only by 
Sir Pierson Dixon, Deputy Under-Secretary of 
State, and Mr. Evelyn Shuckburgh, Mr. Eden’s 
principal private secretary, is an indication of 
the intimate character of his talks with M. 
Schuman, the French Foreign Minister. 
Although the main purpose of the visit is to 
inform the French Government of the con¬ 
versations which Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden 
had in America, other matters are certain to 
be raised. The French wall no doubt give their 
views on Middle Eastern problems, their own 
difficulties in Tunisia having a family likeness 
with those of the British in Egypt. 

Mr. Eden, who is to arrive soon after 11 
a.m. to-morrow, is to have luncheon at the 
Quai d’Orsay with M. Schuman, with whom 
he will spend the afternoon. He has kept 
Saturday morning free in cast Friday’s talks 
show the need for further exchanges of views. 
He is to return to London on Saturday after¬ 
noon. M. Schuman will be travelling 10 
London on the morning of February 13 for 
the three-Power talks. He will fly direct from 
London to Lisbon on February 15. 
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CAIRO TENSION 
RELAXING 


MAHER PASHA’S LIST 
OF ADVISERS 


RESTORING CONFIDENCE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Feb. 1 

Tension in Cairo continues to relax and 
precautions to-day appeared less stringent, 
though the Egyptian Army is still much 
in evidence. Military courts have been 
set up to deal summarily with any rowdy 
elements, and their competence has been 
made retroactive to the morning of last 
Saturday—that is to say, before the 
declaration of martial law. 

The newspapers give the names of the mem¬ 
bers of the national committee of political 
leaders which Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, has set up as a consultative body to 
advise the Government on the Anglo-Egyptian 
issue. Four Independents in the list include 
Amr Pasha, the Ambassador in London, who 
was recalled by the Wafd Government, but it is 
thought that the new Government intends to 
make use of his services again in London 
when some further progress has been made in 
improving the climate of Anglo-Egyptian rela¬ 
tions. The Wafd is represented by Salah ed 
Din Pasha, the Foreign Minister in the last 
Government, and Ibrahim Farag Pasha, who 
acted as Foreign Minister while Salah Pasha 
was at_ the United Nations Assembly in Paris. 
The Liberal-Constitutional and Saadist parties 
are each represented by two members and the 
Kotla by one. Most of the members have held 
office before and could be described as elder' 
statesmen. 


USEFUL LINKS 

The committee, which includes two members 
of the Wafd who are known for their extreme 
views, is unlikely to be very helpful to a Prime 
Minister whose aim is to realize Egypt’s 

national aspirations through negotiation with 
the United Kingdom and the western Powers. 
But a Government of Independents with¬ 
out a following in the countiy or a majority 
in Parliament no doubt thinks it useful to 
have direct links with all political leaders in 
order to reduce the volume of criticism that 
will inevitably arise when the honeymoon 
period is over. Aly Maher Pasha’s original 
intention to form an all-party Government 
appears to have been abandoned. Indeed, it 
is now clear that the effect of. forming a 
Government which included the Wafd would 
be to shatter the public confidence that is now 
gradually being restored. 

Salah ed>Dm Mortaga Bey, who has just 
been appointed director of public security, is 
reported to-day as having said that the ele¬ 
ments principally responsible for black Satur¬ 
day, or (translations differ) most of them, had 
been arreted and would be severely dealt with. 
It is realized that the future of public security 
here depends largely on the Government's 
success in putting out of action the heads of 
the revolutionary movement which, in the 
guise of war against the British, has been 
mobilizing discontented sections of the Egyp¬ 
tian public for its own purposes. 

PRICE CUTS EXPECTED 

The new Government is showing awareness 
however that mass discontents are the material 
of which revolution is made, and has 
announced its intention of making a deter- 
nuned attack on the cost of living. The price 
of paraffin, which affects every Egyptian home, 
is to be reduced to-morrow, and a reduction 
in the price of sugar—raised by the Wafd 
Government allegedly to provide funds for 
the employment of former canal zone workers 
—is expected shortly. 

. It may be hoped that the comparative quiet 
in the canal zone this week reflects the change 
of Government in Cairo. The newspapers 
here are now free from exaggerated or invented 
news of clashes with the British, and give head¬ 
lines to the conciliatory and constructive 
aspects of British policy and that of the 
western Powers generally. This is encouraging 
evidence of the new Government’s desire to 
restore the conditions and atmosphere in 
which serious negotiations could be usefullv 

sTnrtf»rf J 


A British military spokesman said to-night 
tnat the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards was 
on the way from Cyprus to join the canal 
zone Samson. The movement of the battalion! 
is believed to have, been ordered before the! 
change of Government here. 
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BRITISH FIRE-FIGHTING 
PUMPS FOR CAIRO 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

It was learnt at the Foreign Office yesterday 
that in reply to an Egyptian request made 
through the British Embassy in Cairo fire¬ 
fighting equipment and a number of fire-fight- 
mg pumps are being dispatched immediately 
from this country to Egypt. The pumps and 
equipment. will replace fire-fighting apparatus 
destroyed in the riots. Three large pumps are 
to be sent by air to Egypt to-day. In all it is 
expected that six large and 12 small pumps will 
be sent. 

EGYPT AND TUNISIA DAY 
IN KARACHI 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KARACHI, Feb. 1 

Egypt and Tunisia Day was observed in 
Karachi to-day with enthusiasm. 

Some business, houses remained closed and 
many students, instead of attending classes, 
marched in procession through the streets 
shouting.anti-British and anti-French slogans. 

Later in the day students held meetings and 
called upon the Pakistan Government to quit 
the Commonwealth as a first step in support 
of the liberation movement of Egypt. 


ROYAL FAMILY’S RETURN 
TO SANDRINGHAM 

The King and Queen and Princess Margaret, 
with Prince Charles and Princess Anne, 
arrived at Sandringham last night. The Royal 
Family had interrupted their stay at Sandring¬ 
ham to return to London for the departure 
of Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of 
Edinburgh on their Commonwealth tour. 

J? Pictures on pages 8 and 10. 


i 



News in Brief. 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Feb 02, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52225. 
Category: News in Brief 


Gale Document Number:CS 101928514 


2 



OPPORTUNITY IN EGYPT 

! The convulsion in Egyptian politics set 
in motion by the violent events of last 
week in Ismailia and Cairo has still fully 
to work itself out So far as it has 
emerged, however, the new pattern 
encourages the hope that for the first time 
since October responsible Egyptian 
leaders may be ready to discuss.a way out 
of their dispute with Britain. The dispute 
itself continues, and there is no reason to 
suppose that the Egyptians will give up 
any of their demands, in which they are 
substantially united. What is immediately 
important is that they should pursue their 
aims by methods different from their 
methods of the last four months; if they 
do this it will rest with Britain, as the 
world Power involved in a sterile and 
embarrassing conflict with a smaller Power, 
to take the initiative towards an amicable 
solution. The Government of Nahas 
Pasha, when it denounced the treaties 
unilaterally in October, made any discus¬ 
sions dependent on the prior withdrawal 
of the British forces and the surrender of 
the Sudan. Its course of action was based 
on a theory that organized hostility could 
render the British Middle Eastern base 
useless; but in demonstrating the theory 
Nahas Pasha and his advisers brought 
their own country to the brink of chaos. 
King Farouk’s intervention on Sunday 
came just in time to redeem a revolu¬ 
tionary situation. 

The new Egyptian Government is 
therefore to be welcomed not because it 
will be any less determined than its pre¬ 
decessor to pursue the national claims but 
because it may pursue them in a sane 
manner, seeking their substance rather 
than the mere sensation of conflict. In 
confirmation of this hope Aly Maher 
Pasha has already said that he is ready 
to discuss a Middle East command; the 
Ambassadors of the four Powers pro¬ 
posing the command were received by him 
soon after he took office, and King 
F arouk himself has received the British 
Ambassador for the first time since 
October. Clearly, there are Egyptians 
able to perceive, and seriously concerned 
by, the dangers towards which their coun¬ 
try has lately been steered; and the shock 
produced by the organized outbreak of 
violence in Cairo has enabled them to 
assert themselves. Experience has shown, 
however, that Egyptian Governments 
taking office with good intentions tend 
later to be pushed into negative courses 
in order to retain their following when the 
initial impetus that brought them to power 
has weakened. This has happened in the 
past to the Wafd itself. The time avail¬ 
able for British diplomacy to make use 
of the present opening is limited. 

'Hie unusual experiment of forming in 
Cairo a “national front” or com¬ 
mittee representing the major political 
parties may be designed to break the 
customary fatal rhythm by which attempts 
at national leadership in Egypt degenerate 
into faction. If all were to go well, it 
might perform the service of associating 
the Opposition parties with the Govern¬ 
ment in the odium and the credit of a new 
treaty; and the Wafd, shaken by its recent 
experiences, has agreed to join. It does 
not follow that a new treaty capable of 
satisfying both sides will be any more easy 
to devise now than at any time in recent 
years. Egyptian opinion is intent to secure 
the promise of withdrawal; and it will be 
an intricate task, falling more upon British 
than upon Egyptian ingenuity, to devise 
the means by which the demand can be 
met without bringing down the structure 
of Middle Eastern security. The demand 
for the unity of the Nile Valley is 
not less strong, and again it will fall to 
Britain to reconcile the demand, if this is 
possible, with the needs and the wishes of 
the Sudanese peoples. Negotiation with 
Egypt, when it is resumed, will need 
imaginative direction as well as un¬ 
remitting care. 
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Imperi al and Foreign 

SIGNS OF CHANGE 
AT PORT SAID 


SOME STRIKERS BACK 
AT WORK 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

PORT SAID, Feb. 3 

There are encouraging signs that the 
strike of dock workers at Port Said may 
be beginning to break. The first electri¬ 
cians, responsible for mounting search¬ 
lights in vessels for transit through the 
canal, went back to work on Friday, and 
there are indications that some of the 
mooring crews may return to-morrow. 
The ending of the strike, which has para¬ 
lysed the town since mid-October, will 
probably be gradual, and the attitude of 
the stevedores, some of whom are reported 
to be prepared to return, is thought to be 
crucial. 

Abdel Hadi Ghazali Bey, the Governor 
of Port Said, said to your Correspondent 
yesterday that he was hopeful the strike was 
ending, and that any intimidation of workers 
wishing to return would be stopped. It has 
been suggested that pressure has been brought 
to bear by the new Egyptian Government, 
acting within its rights under martial law, to 
induce the strikers to return; Ghazali Bey 
denied this, and emphasized that the workers 
were entirely free to return or stay out. He 
added that unemployment payments would 
probably end when a majority of the men 
had gone back to work. 

RETURN TO LIFE 

The end of the strike will relieve the Royal 
Navy of the onerous responsibility of main¬ 
taining the flow of traffic through the port. 
Since the strike began a warship has always 
been stationed at Port Said to provide mooring 
crews and various harbour facilities. At 
present the minelayer Manxman is here, lying 
alongside the cruiser Cleopatra, which has 
been ready during the past week to undertake 
emergency duties. From the British point of 
view the release of a precious cruiser for other 
duties would be one of the most beneficial 
effects of the ending of the strike. 

For the town of Port Said it would mean 
a return to life. Since the beginning of the 
strike few ships, other than those with military 
cargoes, have been discharged at Port Said. 
Ships that normally refuel and take on pro¬ 
visions here have been doing so at other ports. 
Passengers from liners in transit have been 
unable to land. The town has suffered severe 
economic hardship in consequence. At a 
conservative estimate its merchants have been 
losing some £20,000 a month. The famous 
quayside store of Simon Arzt has alone lost 
at least £2,000 a month. Some shops have 
closed, and some business firms have moved 
to Alexandria. The situation has been 
worsened by the fact that the only regular line 
of communication in and out of Port Said at 
present is by air. Neither trains nor buses are 
running, and even telephone communications 
are unreliable. 

The mere fact that the end of the strike is 
regarded as a possibility is indicative of the 
new and perhaps not entirely unjustified 
optimism that has been apparent in the canal 
zone since the change of Government in Cairo. 
The zone certainly remains quiet-—only minor 
incidents were reported yesterday ana none 
to-day—and there is further evidence that some 
enthusiasts for terrorism have been leaving 
the zone. 

It would be foolish, however, to imagine 
that all of them have left, or that anti-British 
feeling has died away overnight. Your Corre¬ 
spondent was photographing Egyptian children 
on the barbed-wire border between the native 
quarter of Ismailia and the section of the 
town occupied by the British Army yesterday. 
As he was engaged in this, with the friendly 
if bewildered cooperation of the children, two 
young men of ferocious aspect arrived on the 
scene with curses, cuffed the children’s heads, 
and drove them precipitously from before the 
Englishman’s lens. Ghazali Bey, in his hand¬ 
some Governorate, was friendly and opti¬ 
mistic; but in the slums of Ismailia feeling 
evidently still runs high, and what has been 
called the demoralized youth of Egypt still 
holds some pernicious sway. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEBATE 
THIS WEEK 


CHALLENGE LIKELY ON OUTCOME 
OF U.S. TALKS 

A sharp cleavage on foreign policy between the Government and 
the Opposition is likely to be seen during the two-day debate on the 
subject which starts in the House of Commons to-morrow. The Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Secretary will both take part. 

The Opposition are expected to challenge Mr. Churchill on the 
outcome of his talks in Washington, and particularly on the question 
whether Britain has been committed to action against China in 
certain circumstances. 

The Government and Opposition will clash again on Thursday 
on the second reading of the National Health Service Bill. 


HEALTH SERVICE 
BILL 


LABOUR ATTITUDE j 
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RELATIONS WITH 
EGYPT 


TENSION EASED 


BRITISH ATTITUDE TO 
NEGOTIATIONS 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

The week-end has raised hopes that an 
agreed settlement of Anglo-Egyptian 
differences may be found. At the same time 
reports that negotiations are about to begin 
are regarded in London as over-optimistic, 
but there has been a notable easing of 
tension, which has always been regarded 
here as an essential precondition for 
successful negotiations. 

It seems likely that Aly Maher Pasha will 
shortly return the courtesy call which Sir 
Ralph Sfevenson, the British Ambassador, paid 
on aim on January 30. In that case it would 
be strange if at least some general assurance 
of the readiness of both sides to restart 
negotiations were not exchanged, and from 
this might follow more detailed discussions on 
the form which the negotiations might take. 

The British decision not to make a more 
speedy approach to the Egyptian Government 
may be explained by the determination shat 
negotiations must this time succeed. Much 
will, no doubt, depend on the composition of 
the “ national front ” political committee, 
which, it has been suggested, may conduct 
negotiations. 

It has been suggested that a committee, on 
which the Wafd was represented, would revert 
to a purely nationalist intransigence, but it 
is thought that after the events of January 26 
this is not necessarily so. The Wafd will, it 
seems, be represented by Saiah ed Din Pasha, 
the Foreign Minister in the last Government, 
and by Ibrahim Farag Pasha, the late acting 
Foreign Minister, but not by Serag ed Din 
Pasha, the previous Minister of the Interior, 
who has no doubt lost influence in the party 
as being largely responsible for the policy 
of terrorism in the canal zone which led to a 
situation in the delta beyond the control of the 
Government. 

There seems here to be no doubt that a 
settlement must now cover not only the defence 
question but also the problem of the Sudan. 
This does not mean that the British Govern¬ 
ment would be prepared to go back on its often 
repeated assurance that the Sudanese would 
be given the opportunity of self-determination, 
but it is being argued that any present settle¬ 
ment should give expression to the historic 
ties between Egypt and the Sudan, and that a 
solution might be reached granting titular 
sovereignty to the Egyptian Crown without 
infringing on the right of the Sudanese to 
decide their own future—granting, that is, for 
the present a form of Commonwealth rela¬ 
tionship—while assuring the Sudanese the 
right to secede, if they so wished, and pro¬ 
tecting also, perhaps under international 
agreement, the. just claims of both Egypt and 
the Sudan in the Nile waters. 

In this connexion the report that Maher 
Pasha has been considering the proposals of 
King Abdul-Aziz of Saudi Arabia is interest¬ 
ing. These proposals are believed to go far 
towards meeting the view that the Sudanese 
nght of self-determination should be 
guaranteed. 
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MAHER PASHA’S 
POLICY 


FRIENDSHIP WITH BRITAIN 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 3 

Aly Maher Pasha^the Prime Minister, 
said after the first meeting of the new 
Cabinet that Egyptian foreign policy 
would be based on the fullest possible 

cooperation with the Arab League and 
friendly relations with Britain on a footing 
of equality. 

The Cabinet envisaged cooperation with 
Britain as an ally, but put Egypt’s future above 
every other consideration. The Cabinet’s main 
political objective was evacuation, because they 
insisted on enjoying liberty and on rejecting 
the idea of a divided Nile Valley. British 
i acquiescence in Egyptian national demands 
would ensure for her the friendship and 
support of the Arab bloc and also permit 
Egypt to assume its international responsibili¬ 
ties in an atmosphere of dimity. 

The arrest is announced by the newspapers 
of Ahmed Hussein, leader of the Egyptian 
Socialist Party, who is stated to have been 
wanted by the security authorities since 
January 26, the day of the riots. Ahmed 
Hussein came into prominence before the war 
as leader of a Fascist organization known as 
the 4 Greenshirts.” After the war he emerged 
as an extreme Nationalist on the Anglo- 
Egyptian issue and a social reformer with a 
programme copied from-that of the British 
Labour Party. 

Cairo. Feb. 3.—The Minister of the Interior 
announced to-night that 800 people have been 
arrested as a result of the Cairo not s—Reuter. 

A report on the situation in the 
canal zone is on page 3. 
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BRITISH POLICY IN EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

, Sir,—Mr. Somerset de Chair attributes the 
failure of British policy in Egypt—and, indeed, 
in the Middle East—to weakness and restraint. 
He advocates firm and speedy action, as this 
alone will elicit respect and restore British 
prestige. The immediate step would be to 
sever the Suez Canal zone from the rest of 
Egypt, placed under British military admini¬ 
stration, and to appoint a resident Minister 
of State in the Middle East to iron out political 
difficulties at, a diplomatic level. Nothing 
would be more calculated to bedevil such an 
intractable issue as the present Anglo-Egyptian 
dispute. His proposals seem to ignore the 
reality of Egyptian, nationalism: they 'could 
only inflame a situation which is still smoulder¬ 
ing and prejudice any attempt to renew nego¬ 
tiations. Instead of allowing the logical 
sequence of events to lead to British defensive 
action in the canal zone, as witnessed on 
Thursday and Friday of last week, and to 
Egyptian retaliatory action, as on the follow¬ 
ing Saturday, Mr. de Chair’s policy would 
precipitate a crisis with far more disastrous 
consequences. The stronger is British action, 
the greater is the resentment in Egypt, and 
hence the more difficult it is for Egyptian 
political leaders to modify their intransigent 
attitude. 

That the Suez Canal is strategically indis¬ 
pensable to Britain—and the western world— 
and that her right to safeguard the freedom 
of navigation through it is legally upheld in 
a treaty, are unquestionable facts. But 
Egypt’s insistence that Britain should concede 
this right to her is no less a fact. This Egyptian 
claim calls for as much political recognition 
in Britain as one would wish to expect for 
British strategic interests in Egypt. There is 
the willingness in Egypt to appreciate Britain’s 
position, especially in respect of her inter¬ 
national commitments and the gravity of 
the present world situation, but only in so 
far as is compatible with Egyptian national 
sovereignty. Similarly, Britain may take into 
consideration the force and sincerity, if not 
the legitimacy, of Egypt’s national demands, 
but again so long as they are not in conflict 
with. British interests. This is the crux of 
the tragic dilemma. Hence the firm British 
stand in the canal zone, since the Egyptian 
abrogation of the 1936 treaty, at the expense 
of part of Egypt’s national aspirations, does 


not necessarily mean that the lesser evil was 
m fact chosen. If protracted negotiations 
railed to reconcile Egypt to the necessity of 
British—together with American, French, and 
Turkish troops to help defend the canal, it 
does not seem likely that the threat of coercion 
will be conducive to an Egyptian, chan ge of 


The appointment of a new Government in 
Egypt offers a fresh opportunity to Britain 
for a bold and imaginative approach to the 
question of the defence of the Suez CanaL 
If it is viewed in terms of Egyptian demands 
and in a spirit of conciliation—not appease¬ 
ment—Egypt’s cooperation may be forth¬ 
coming m working towards a possible settle¬ 
ment which is mutually satisfactory. The 
determination to back our rights with force 
would strengthen the position of extreme 
nationalists and enhance the fallen prestige of 
the Wafd, thereby weakening the authority of 
the present Government and possibly leading 
to a situation over which it could lose control. 
The tragic events of last week do not invite 
the risk of repetition. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

TT . . RANDOLPH GHERSON. 

University of London, W.C.l, Jan. 31. 


THE TOURIST ALLOWANCE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
_ If would seem doubtful whether, as 
Mr. Gollancz appears to assume, the majority 
of English people taking their holiday abroad 
spend much more than £25 a head, apart from 
travelling expenses, or that those who do so are 
necessarily the best ambassadors. So Mr. 
Gollancz s anxieties on behalf of international 
understanding Would appear to be excessive 
On the. other hand, Miss Hamid’s arguments 
in favour of the abolition of all foreim travel 
allowances for pleasure would surely apply 
with equal force to the abolition of other forms 
of foreign indulgence, such as tobacco, which 
would involve a considerably more widespread 
‘ personal contribution to the national effort,” 
and an infinitely greater saving. The foreign- 
travelling minority should be grateful to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for his refusal to 
allow the inevitable loss of amenities to weigh 
unduly upon any section of the community, 
however small. Yours, &c., 


_ ' tl , ELINOR B1RLEY. 

Eton College, Windsor, Feb. 1. 
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NEW SUDANESE PARTY 


ADVOCATES OF JOINING 1 
COMMONWEALTH 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Feb. 4 
A new political organization, the Sudan 
Party, has been formed. It calls for an inde¬ 
pendent democratic Sudanese republic, and 
“ favours entry through the exercise of self- 
determination into the British Common¬ 
wealth.” Its declaration of policy says that 
the Umma Party, chiefly through its sectarian 
allegiance, failed to attract all supporters of 
an independent Sudan, while parties advocat¬ 
ing union with Egypt appeared to be follow¬ 
ing a policy of expediency which recent actions 
m Egypt had discredited. 

Of the recently formed Socialist Republican 
Party (backed by many members of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, tribal chiefs, and southerners) 
the statement says that no sensible person 
believes that Socialism can work in the Sudan. 

“The Sudan Party believes that the true 
wishes of the Sudanese can be expressed only 
by a middle party standing aside from sec¬ 
tarian and other issues. The party aims at 
the creation of an independent democratic 
republic, the transfer df power from the pre¬ 
sent administration to Sudanese hands this 
year, the creation of full self-government, and 
self-determination by 1953.” 

Giving reasons for joining the Common¬ 
wealth, the declaration states that no nation 
can afford isolation. The party advocates 
equal association with a world group that can 
assure die maximum guarantee of defence, 
economic and cultural aid, and technical assist¬ 
ance. Such membership would not deprive 

the Sudanese of full independence and 
sovereignty. 
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MAHER PASHA ON 
EGYPT’S AIMS 


DESIRE FOR “BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING” 

Cairo, Feb, 4.—Aly Maher Pasha, the 
Prime Minister, stated to-day that he 
wanted a healthy atmosphere to prevail, 
aiming at a better understanding between 
Egypt and “all the Powers of the free 
world." 

He was asked during an interview whether 
he believed it would he to Egypt’s benefit 
to reopen negotiations with Britain on the 
basis of Egypt's national demands, and to 
outline his views on a Middle East command 
and an inter-Arab security pact. 

Maher Pasha said: “It is my wish that 
a healthy atmosphere for a better understand¬ 
ing should prevail between Egypt and all the 
Powers of the free world. The Middle East 
command and the inter-Arab security pact will 
be matters for discussion with the Egyptian 
National Front. Both these questions will, 
naturally, be in she framework, of the Charter 
of .the United Nations." 

ECONOMIC POLICY 

The Prime Minister was asked to outline 
his Government’s economic policy, especially 
in connexion with the need for restoring the 
national economy after the riots in Cairo. 

.“'This Government’s economic policy," he 
said, “is first and foremost to reduce the 
cost of living, and secondly to increase Egypt’s 
basic capacity to produce in every field of 
activity. 

“ As regards the damage in Cairo, a 
detailed survey is being prepared for my 
information and consideration, in order that 
a fair solution to this problem may be found. 

“ I will not hesitate to declare to the public 
where the responsibility for that Saturday's 
tragic rioting lies, once investigations, now 
being conducted, are completed. 

“ Certain categories of cases will be referred 
to military courts, and I can assure the public 
that no leniency will be shown inwards per¬ 
sons whose guilt can be proved.” 

Maher Pasha appealed to foreign residents 
in Egypt “ to have faith,” in spite of the 
riots. 

“ Egypt has always been noted for her 
hospitality to all her foreign residents, who 
enjoy equal rights with our own nationals,” 
he said. “ What happened on that Saturday 
should not discourage them, and I ask them 
to have faith, as I have given explicit instruc¬ 
tions that urgent matters of public security 
should be referred directly to me.” 

Asked about a New York report that he 
had been invited to discuss Middle East 
defence in Washington, he replied that no 
such invitation had been made to him.— 
Associated Press. 

MEDIATION OFFER 

Cairo, Feb. 4. —Maher Pasha told reporters 
to-night that he would study documents 
handed to him to-day by the Iraqi Minister 
in Cairo, concerning the offer by Nuri es 
Said Pasha, the Iraqi Prime Minister, of 
mediation in the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. 
■ The documents included a British reply to the 
Iraqi proposals, the Egyptian Prime Minister 
added. 

In reply to questions on the conditions put 
forward by political parties for joining the 
proposed National Front, he said he believed 
the party leaders were agreed on foreign 
policy. 

It was stated to-night that Maher Pasha 
has met demands put forward by aviation 
companies to ensure the security of passengers 
and staff and to facilitate passport procedure. 
Residence permits for foreigners working in 
Egypt are to be extended to three years instead 
of one.— Reuter. 
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Imperial and Foreign 


END OF PARIS UN- 
ASSEMBLY 

SPHERES OF AGREEMENT 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 
PARIS, Feb. 5 

The Paris Assembly of the United 
Nations concluded its deliberations to-day 
by endorsing the proposal of the western 
Powers for a special session in New York 
upon the announcement of an armistice in 
Korea or in the light of such “other 
developments ” as might call for 
further decisions. It is surely ironical that 
after three months at the Palais de Chaillot 
the Assembly’s most pressing problem, in 
terms of reality, has been thus deferred ; 
but there is general agreement that the 
Panmunjom talks could have derived little 
good from a prolonged exchange of 
recriminations between Russia and the 
west 

For the student of international affairs the 
portents of the Paris Assembly must be largely 
a matter of temperament. He might read the 
worst into Mr. Malik’s rhetorical statement 
the other day that the third world war has 
already begun; or he might find evidence of 
some detente in Mr. Vyshinsky’s apparent 
“ concessions ” on the abolition and control 
of atomic weapons, or his challenging pro¬ 
posals foe exploratory discussions among 
Foreign Ministers at a special meeting of the 
Security Council. • 

ARAB VOTES 

When the heat of controversy has lifted 
like mist from a landscape it may well be 
found that the Paris Assembly has restored 
fluidity to a number of major issues and has 
prevented others from congealing—such, for 
example, as the militant position of Egypt 
and all that it involved in the proposals for 
a Middle East command. It is noteworthy 
that many of the votes of Iraq and Lebanon 
reflected the divided counsels of the Arab 
States. 

A new disarmament commission has been 
formed, with some prospect of progress, in 
place of two former bodies that had long 
reached deadlock, and the four-Power talks 
on its coming task produced wider areas of 
possible agreement than had been expected. 
Unfortunately they were confined to the most 
unrealistic issue before the Assembly, so many 
of the smaller States must have wished to 
put Russian sincerity to the test in calling for 
talks within the Security Council. But if 
words mean anything there was no funda¬ 
mental disagreement on any of these world 
issues and a future historian, if he could 
ignore the divergences of approach, motive, 
and method, might find it difficult to define 
these verbal battles. The,tendency of the 
new diplomacy, of course, is'towards a sort 
of “ double-talk ” that compensates, perhaps 
unconsciously, for the secrecy of the old. 

TWO MAIN CRITICISMS 

Two main criticisms may be levelled against 
the Assembly—the violence of its language, by 
no means confined to Soviet utterances, and 
its inordinate length, which is to be taken up 
at the next session. Mr. Eden, lading a largely 
new British delegation, was constrained to call 
for more moderate words and a more diligent 
concern with small beginnings on returning to 
the “ open diplomacy ” that has grown out of 
San Francisco; and the influence of his coun¬ 
sels was felt until the implications of the 
American Mutual Security Act in its provi¬ 
sions for arming refugees from behind the ironl 
curtain brought a return to vituperation. 

Yet the Assembly always felt, and sometimes 
reflected, the moderating impart of the British 
mission under Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, the Minister 
of State, and Sir Gladwyn Jebb, the permanent 
delegate, and even the enthusiasts of the anti- 
colonial school, dramatized by South Africa’s 
withdrawal from their midst, paid increased 
respect at least to the authority of the British 
position. 

The march of the pan-lslamic movement 
was to be identified in disputes and restiveness 
ranging from Kashmir to Morocco; the omens 
in south-east Asia, as interpreted by Mr. 
Yyshinsky and the United States, received a 
timely corrective from the Burmese delegate, 
who said that his country was as little 
enamoured of adventures by the Chinese 
Nationalists as by the Communists; but one 
of the most striking trends of the session has 
been the increasing power of world opinion, 
which is ready on occasion to lean almost as 
much to the Russian as to the western posi¬ 
tion. Indeed, the vote on several occasions 
has gone against the west, as in the issue of 
defining aggression and in an unmistakable 
rally to the Russian view that the deadlock 
over the admission of new members can be 
resolved only by accepting western and Com¬ 
munist applicants in a single list—a proposal 
that evoked anything but pleasant manoeuvres 
from the American delegation. The Security 
Council is to return to the problem to-morrow. 

There was at least agreement at the last 
plenary session to-day on the advantages and 
joys of having held another Assembly in Paris 
—and with the completion of the New York 
headquarters it may be a long time before 
it meets again in Europe. The president, 
Sefior Padilla Nervo, felt that they could go 
their ways with greater confidence in the possi¬ 
bility of avoiding a “new disaster.” Felici¬ 
tous statements were made by Sir Gladwvn 
Jebb and other delegates; M. Schuman, the 
French Foreign Minister, responded; but Mr. 
Malik, the Russian delegate, was stung by 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s disappointment with the 
Soviet performance into suggesting that it had 
all been a waste of time. 
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BRITAIN’S ATTITUDE TO 
KOREAN CONFLICT 


MR. EDEN’S DENIAL OF NEW 
COMMITMENTS 

Mr. Eden, in opening the foreign affairs debate in the House of 
Commons yesterday, replied to Opposition misgivings about the 
Government’s policy in Korea. 

He said that if an armistice was not reached, the Government 
would be in the same position as their predecessors. If an armistice 
was signed and then broken, the Government were committed to con¬ 
sultations about the action to be taken. 

Mr. Attlee and other Opposition speakers expressed disquiet 
about elements in America favouring an "all-out war” with China if 
armistice terms were broken, but Mr. Eden emphasized his belief in a 
sincere American desire for peace. 

Mr. Eden spoke encouragingly of events in western Europe, and 
expressed the opinion that the fear of war had lessened with the 
growth of western strength. 

An Opposition motion which amounts to a personal censure of 
the Prime Minister was tabled last night. 
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B.O.A.C. AIR SERVICES 
THROUGH CAIRO 


RESTORATION ON SATURDAY 

_ The British Overseas Airways Corporation 
issued the following statement last night:— 
We have received satisfactory assurances 
from the Egyptian Government that full 
security measures are now in force at Farouk 
Airport, and that both transit passengers and 
those going to Cairo will not be’ subject to 
any delay. B.O.A.C. are therefore re-routing 
their East African services through Cairo, 
thus re-establishing air communications with 
the large trading interests and the British 
community m Egypt. 

“ The first services to resume calls at Cairo 
will be those leaving Nairobi on February 9 
for London, and London on February 10 for 
Nairobi. The B.O.A.C. services to the east, 
the -Far.East, and Australia are continuing to 
operate through the north Mediterranean 
route and the Levant.” 
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EGYPTIANS TO ATTEND 

FUNERAL 


REPRESENTATIVES OF KING 
AND GOVERNMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 6 

King Farouk has ordered six days’ Court 
mourning. The news of the King’s death was 
conveyed to him by Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador. The King of Egypt* will 
be represented at the funeral, and the Egyptian 
Government also intends to send a mission to 
attend the funeral and to express its sympathy 
to the Royal Family and the British Govern¬ 
ment. On behalf of the British community in 
Egypt, the Ambassador has sent to the Queen 
Mother a message expressing “ heartfelt 

sorrow at the lamented death of our beloved 
Sovereign, and deepest sympathy with the 
whole Royal Family.” 

The death of King George has caused much 
regret in Court, official, and political circles 
here. Among those who have 1 , sent messages 
is Prince Mahomed Aly, King Farouk’s unde, 
whose acquaintance with the British Royal 
Family goes back to the days of Queen 
Victoria. 
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CONNIVANCE IN 
CAIRO RIOTS 


GOVERNMENT BLAMED 
IN BRITISH NOTE 

’ A Note which was delivered by the 
, British Embassy in Cairo on Wednesday 
to the Egyptian Ministry for Foreign 
. Affairs expresses the British Govern- 
i ment’s “ strongest condemnation of the 
l, events which took place in Cairo- on 

• January 26 when British subjects were 
: killed in the most barbarous and brutal 
: manner and British property damaged and 

destroyed. Little or nothing” it says 
r “ was done by the Egyptian poiice to pre- 

• vent these outrages, toe perpetrators of 
; which were well organized and led in 

circumstances which strongly indicate 
official connivance.” 

The Note goes on: H.M. Embassy 
does not wish, at this stage, to rehearse the 
events of Saturday, January 26, in detail. The 
amount of destruction is too great for the full 
facts yet to have been established. N evertheless, 
sufficient is known for it to be clear that these 
disorders were such as to be without precedent 
, in Egypt in modem times. In particular, the 
shameful and vile events which took place in 
the Turf Club must occasion the deepest shock 
1 anddisapprobation among all decent people. 

This British club was surrounded by a 
savage mob under organized leadership which 
broke into the premises, set them on fire, and 
barbarously murdered those of the occupants 
wlm were unable to escape. In all, ten British 
subjects, including one woman, were killed in, 
or while escaping from, this club, and a further 
four were seriously injured. Of the nine bodies 
subsequently recovered from the Turf Club 
and its vicinity four were so seriously dis¬ 
figured by violence and fire that identification 

was impossible. Elsewhere gangs of fire 

raisers deliberately and _ wantonly attacked 
British commercial premises, cinemas, shops, 
garages, offices, Ac. That there was no greater 
loss of life can only be ascribed to the fact 
that -it was a Saturday afternoon when most 
of these establishments were empty; but the 
material damage Was so great that it is still 
impossible to assess its full extent. 

EGYPTIAN RESPONSIBILITY 

The responsibility of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, categorically reaffirmed by the former 
acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, in a tele¬ 
phone conversation with H-M. Ambassador 
when the disorders were at their height, is 
rendered even greater by the fact that, until 
the Egyptian Army was summoned to the 
scene, the authorities made little or no- attempt 
to restrain the rioters and, in some cases, the 
police even assisted'them. This indifference 
and negligence must inevitably lead to the 
belief that the then Egyptian Government not 
only had no desire to maintain law and order 
and to prevent danger to the lives and property 
of foreign residents, but may even have en¬ 
couraged the activities of the criminal organ¬ 
izers and been privy ' to their plots. HIM. 
Embassy is at a loss to find any other explana¬ 
tion for examples of this attitude such as the 
sudden and dearly deliberate reduction of the 
police guard at the Turf Chib from about 40 
men to four at a time when there was high 
state of tension in the dty. 

It would be idle to pretend that these riots 
were the spontaneous manifestation of popular 
emotion. The organization of the many 
different gangs, their disdpline, and their very 
carefully concerted action could only have been 
the result of plans laid long beforehand. For 
instance, the gang which destroyed the 
premises of the Cairo Motor Company had 
taken the precaution of ascertaining that 
special security measures had recently been 
adopted by the installation of steel grilles and 
reinforced doors, and arrived armed with crow¬ 
bars and.oxyacetylene equipment with which 
to open them. 

INDIFFERENT TO SECURITY 

It was evident for some time before the 
occurrences described above that the Royal 
Egyptian Government then in power was indif¬ 
ferent to the maintenance of public order and 
security in the country. Its overt and covert 
encouragement of criminal elements, the in¬ 
flammatory speeches by responsible Ministers 
and others, its indifference to private and public 
threats to lives of British subjects, its active 
encouragement of attacks on the British forces, 
its negligence in permitting the violation of 
international and municipal law, made the 
shocking occurrences of January 26 a logical 
outcome of its policy. 

H.M. Embassy must, therefore, make 

the most categorical protest about the sequence 
of events described, and requests the Royal 
Egyptian Government to provide specific assur¬ 
ances that those responsible will be drastically 
punished—including those who by incitement 
to violence and negligence made these atrocities 
possible, as well as those who actually com¬ 
mitted these crimes. The Embassy also requests 
assurances that the Royal Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment will fully and efficiently safeguard foreign 
lives and property in future and render impos¬ 
sible the repetition of such events. 

H.M. Government holds the Royal 
Egyptian Government entirely responsible for 
the damage and loss of life which occurred, and 
reserves full rights on both counts for the pay¬ 
ment of compensation and in all other respects. 
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ACCREDITATION OF CAIRO 
EMBASSY 


STATUS OF SUDAN 

FROM OUR.OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 7 

It is taken for granted now that negotiations 
between Britain and Egypt are unlikely to be 
opened until after the funeral of King George. 

' Mr. Eden’s speech had, on the whole, a good 
reception, although commentators are not quite 
' certain how to interpret his proposal that 
negotiations should, in the first place, be 
between the United Kingdom and Egypt alone. 
The late Foreign Minister, Salah ed-Din Pasha, 
takes this to mean that Egypt is regarded by 
Mr. Eden as a “ British sphere of interest.” 
More friendly commentators take it as pro¬ 
mising satisfaction to Egypt on the issues of 
British evacuation and the Sudan before the 
wider question of Middle East defence is 
broached. Ail commentators are dissatisfied, 
however, with Mr. Eden’s position on the 
Sudan—except in so far as he seems to admit 
now that the two questions cannot be 
separated—and many observers here are still 
of the opinion that a basis for negotiations 
will not easily be reached unless the British 
Government bring themselves to acknowledge 
King Farouk as King of the Sudan. 

The King’s death may precipitate this 
question m rather an awkward form! It is 
Presumed it will involve the re-accreditation 
of the British Ambassador, and since October 
Egypt has refused to accept diplomatic cre¬ 
dentials not addressed to the King of Egypt 
and the Sudan. As a result, both Greece and 
India are represented here at present by 
Charges d/Affaires. The main difficulty is 
that of divorcing recognition of the King’s 
title from recognition of the amended 
Egyptian constitution, which embodies the 
semi-autonomous regime enacted by the 
Egyptian Parliament for the Sudan. 
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upon its unbroken course from generation 
to generation, just as Sovereign succeeds 
Sovereign. With like symbolic meaning 
she now inherits the Tower of London as 
the most venerable of her palaces, and the 
guns which yesterday commemorated her 
father, and in due time will salute her own 
dedication, proclaim her as the temporal 
embodiment of an undying idea, which 
has lived since the famous fortress was 
1 founded nine hundred years ago. 

Beloved Queens 

The Poet Laureate spoke for us all 
when, in the lines published yesterday on 
this page, he uttered his compassionate 
thought for “beloved Queens who 
mourn." As the young Sovereign, in the 
midst of grief for a father lost, ascends 
what might have been a lonely eminence, 
she draws strength from the sweet com¬ 
panionship that only a united family can 

give. She has a husband and children 

beside her and she has, too, a mother and 
a grandmother. Generations of royalty 
have not always been bound together by 
deep affection, and it is good to remember, 
at this moment, that Queen Mary and 
the Queen Mother bring the abiding love 
that is between them to their own mutual 
comfort and to the lessening of the 
burden that has fallen on Queen 
Elizabeth. Their personal sorrow, for a 
son and for a husband, cannot be shared. 
For ordinary men and women, shocked 
by the sudden event, it was possible, in 
thinking of King Georoe, to dwell on 
his fulfilment of purpose in life. “ Whoso¬ 
ever leads such a life," wrote Clarendon 
jin a great passage, “needs be the less 
anxioui upon how short warning it is taken 
j from him." That is true of King George 
the King, but it cannot, in the human 


For Queen Mary the blow is one of 
| many that, over the long years, fate has 
struck in vain endeavour to weaken a 
[brave and gracious spirit The great¬ 
grandmother whose standard flies to-day 
above Marlborough House has for more 
than half a century moved in the fierce 
light that beats on royalty and has, at 
each stage of her progress as a national 

j figure, been taken close to the heart of 
| the people. She is still remembered by 
some as the Princess May in whom 
I Queen Victoria took especial delight. She 
entered the royal circle from a background 
that was in those days traditional and has 
since faded into history. A daughter on 
her father's side of a German princely 
family and, on her mother's, a descendant 
of George IH, she belongs, in origin, to 
a now almost vanished world of European 
courts. She has never been a stranger to 
British ways, for she was born in England 
and was the first Queen Consort to be so 
since Catherine Parr This may be one 
rcaspn why, as Duchess of York, as 
Princess of Wales, as Queen and in her 
widowhood, she has never lost touch with 
the times. Young people, for whom her 
husband is not a personal memory, feel 
reverence and affection for Queen Mary 
no less than do those who have grown 
older along with her. She has never, no 
matter what the stress of circumstance 
might be, lost the serene dignity and 
humanity that have gained her the loving 
respect of the Commonwealth and of the 
world. Nor has she lost zest for life, and, 
in offering sympathy to her now, all who 
are proud to have been her subjects know 
that she has reserves of inner strength 
upon which to draw. 

Her daughter-in-law, the Queen 
Mother, matching her in devotion to 
duty, reveals, in the contrast between 
them, the manner in which the Royal 
Family have moved naturally in sympathy 
with a changing Commonwealth. Her 
family and upbringing were Scottish and 
outside the Old society in which Kings have 
married. Thus she was able, as otherwise 
she might not have been, to support her 
husband through his testing and unpre¬ 
cedented difficulties. The barrier that had, 
in the past, often kept royalty from every¬ 
day contact and easy acquaintance with 
other people went down before the social 
charm and the wide range of friendships 
of the Queen Mother. It must be a 
solace to her in these bitter days to know 
that no King in British history has owed 
more to his wife. Her delightful per¬ 
sonality spread, at home and oversea, an 
air of warmth and gaiety, of work done 
well and with a light heart Her subjects 
had only to catch a glimpse of her driving 
with the Kino or to see a photograph of 
her with the Princesses to be cheered and 
to feel that they were lucky to have such 
a first lady in their land. Such feeling 
will not alter now that she has been called 
to perform a new role. The .Queen 
Mother, like Queen Mary, remains for 
us ail one to whom we shall always offer 
much more than formal loyalty. These 
mourning ladies may be sure that millions 
are now wishing that their weight of 
sorrow could be shared. 

Policy towards Egypt 

The appalling riots in Cairo on 
January 26 still shadow the lives of the 
British and other European communities 
in the city; and all their sense of horror 
and outrage is expressed in the Note which 
the British Embassy delivered to the Egyp¬ 
tian Foreign Ministry on Wednesday, in 
condemning the events the Note uses not a 
word too strong. If British merchants and 
others are to stay in Cairo they have to be 
assured that their Government are sup¬ 
porting their interests to the full and are 
seeking compensation for the losses suf¬ 
fered during the fearful hours of “ Black 
Saturday." This has to be remembered 
when many people in this country may 
naturally be surprised at (he late deliver-, 
of a Note which adds very little either to 

the Ambassador's letter of January 27 or 
Mr Eden's statements in the House on 
January 29 and February 5. Already on 
January 27—the day after the rioting—the 
Ambassador stated in the clearest terms 
that the Egyptian Government would be 
held responsible for the loss of life and 
property. 

Repetition may do no harm, but some 
questions of policy are raised by the 
general tone of this Note. In the first 
P' ace - '* * Nearly in the interests of both 
the British and Egyptian Governments 
that rioting should not break out again. 
To that extent they are partners, and the 
Note might have gained in effect if it had 
Uken more account of what the Eoyptian 
King and his new Ministers have done 
since the day of the rioting. KingFarouk, 
who saw his country imperilled in many 
ways, straightaway dismissed Nahas 
Pasha for failing to keep law and order, 
several hundred of the suspected rioters 
and instigators have been thrown into 
prison, and the irregular bands elsewhere 
have been curbed. The new Prime Mini- 
ster, Aly Maher Pasha, has threatened 


drastic action against anyone endanger¬ 
ing foreign lives and property in future. A 
Note which acknowledged his acts and his 
policy might have helped him to rally re¬ 
sponsible Egyptians behind him. The Note 

might usefully have taken clearer notice of 
the changed scene in Egypt 

The Note, of course, was written for a 
specific and limited purpose and did not 
allow for any broad statement of policy; 
but, unless British policy as a whole is to 
be misunderstood, the dispatch of the Note 
should soon be followed by soundings into 
the possibility of opening discussions 
between the two Governments. Twice in 
the House Mr Eden has expressed the 

lutely sincere in our desire "—to reach an 
agreement with Egypt that would safe¬ 
guard the security of the Middle East and 
of the Suez Canal. He was answering 
m" 16 friend >y words by Aly 

negotiations'to be ^"'bMaUeast the 
Note, by dwelling on the horrors of 
the resent lawlessness, brings a salutary 
reminder to both sides of the dangers of 
delaying the attempt to initiate discussions. 

Volunteers in Hospitals 

Publications on the hospital service are 
copious, but almost all are written from a 
technical angle—that of the doctor, the 
nurse, the administrator, and the account¬ 
ant Little has yet been said of the new 
hospital organization from the angle of 
the citizen. This is the approach stressed 
in Mr John Trevelyan's survey of the 

scope for unofficial unpaid service in the 

hospital system, Voluntary Service and the 
State, issued to-day for the National 
Council 'of Social Service and the King 
Edward's-Hospital Fund. Its findings are 
not very novel, but it makes refreshing 
reading. Though the hospitals are now 
State institutions, there is actually “ more 
voluntary service given to the sick and in¬ 
firm than ever before.” Former local 
authority hospitals and infirmaries have 
specially benefited. In few of these before 
the war was any kind of voluntary help 
known or, apparently, wished for. Now 
it has been discovered how greatly life can 
be enriched and humanised for patients 
and staffs by bringing in the good neigh¬ 
bour and the voluntary society to perform 
a host of friendly services which hospitals 
have neither time nor money to do them. 

The hospitals are the only important 
State service control of which is in the 
hands of volunteer citizens, not of paid 
officials. While the “ freehold ” of the 
hospitals is vested in a Minister, the 
“ leasehold ” is entrusted to unpaid boards 
and committees. Mr Trevelyan stoutly 
defends the democratic nature of regiona! 
boards and management committees, 
appointed from above though they arc: — 

The true democratic element, which defies 
precise definition, is maintained through the 
voluntary status, irrespective of the method of 
appointment, and ... the members of volun- 
statutory responsibilities "are, excepMn"the 
method of their ^appointment, representative 

But he joins with other critics in conclud¬ 
ing that a promising innovation in gov¬ 
ernment has been jeopardized by the 
failure to make corresponding innova¬ 
tions in the methods of financing the 
service. There is an unwholesome ten¬ 
sion between Ministry and boards and 
between boards and management com¬ 
mittee. -Principal and agent have nearly 
become master and servant, because 
circumstances have obliged the Ministry 
to arrogate to itself powers of control in 
detail which were to have been left to the 
boards or the committees. Even so, Mr. 
Trevelyan concludes that the new part¬ 
nership between State and voluntary ser¬ 
vice in hospital management has made a 
sufficiently successful start to justify its 
continuance—provided a real effort is 
made to get back to the sound and prac¬ 
ticable original conception of that partner- 
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A ride on the Paris Metro, even for a couple 
of stations, costa approximately 8d„ with most 
other things In proportion. Then, says Mrs. 
Birley, go to the country. But how to gei 
about in it, with the round tour on sterling 
washed out 7 A friend was recently in the 
Dolomites: a bus to places of interest cost 10s 
a time Then walk (all day 7), ot hitch-hike, 
or bike, whatever the weather 7 Many 
“ordinary "people who have been working 
their heads off all the year will say " no, thank 
you "-and good luck to them. How will 
countnes gravely affected by this measure 


OXFO RD GAS WORKS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—The question of the future of th- 
Oxford gas works is one that should b 

| PP S«™talSn'Sy t m^favour 5fta5"™ 


Osney Bridge and Folly Bridge 3 fs"by faT'he 
least attractive stretch of the river from Lech- 
lade to Teddington and, secondly, that if the 
suggested scheme is allowed to go ahead there 
win be no chance of removing this eyesore 
for another 30 years. We must take the long 
view in this matter. In spite of the threat of 
a breakdown in the supply five years ago 
we have managed to keep going so far, and 
now we are given to understand that a gas 
been provided which 
considerabSeStent. Lefus noMdiowthe issue 

to Osney that I have pictured in my mind for 
£!?' >re »>“ h b doubtful if 

even my children will see it 
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EGYPTIAN SYMPATHY 

FROM OUR. OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 8 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassa¬ 
dor, to-day returned the calls made by Prince 
Mohamed Aly and Prince Mohamed Abdel 
Moneim to express sympathy on the death ol 
King George. Callers at the Embassy have 
included all members of the present Egyptian 
Government, and the Ambassador has received 
many telegrams from a great variety of people 
in all parts of Egypt. 

Queen Elizabeth has cabled the Ambassadot 
thanking him for the message of sympathy 
sent on behalf of the British co mmuni ty, 
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R.A.F. EXPANSION 


C.-IN-C.s TO MEET NEXT 
MONTH 

FROM OUR AERONAUTICAL CORRESPONDENT 

The expansion of the Royal Air Force 
and the many technical and other pro¬ 
blems associated with it will be discussed 
when the Chief of the Air Staff, Marshal 
of the R.A.F. Sir John Slessor, holds his 
annual conference with R.A.F. com¬ 
manders-in-chief at the School of Land- 
Air Warfare at Old Sarum, near Salisbury, 
towards the end of March. 

' These conferences, which were instituted in 
March, 1946, by Marshal of the R.A.F. Lord 
Tedder, when he was Chief of the Air Staff, 
are attended by the commanders-in-chief of 
all R.A.F. commands at home and oversea. 
They provide a valuable opportunity for over¬ 
sea commanders to learn of new developments 
and for a general exchange of views. This 
year’s conference will deal with the building 
up of the R.A.F.’s strength to meet its new 
commitments, actual and potential. 

The R.A.F. is actively engaged in Malaya 
and Korea, and because of the disturbances 
in Egypt its strength in the Suez Canal zone 
was recently increased. During the past 18 
months the size of the R.A.F. Second Tactical 
Air Force stationed in Germany has been 
steadily built up, and the air force may under¬ 
take further commitments to implement the 
promise made by Mr. Eden during the foreign 
affairs debate in the House of Commons on 
February 5. The Foreign Secretary stated 
that, subject to the overriding requirements of 
the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, 
British forces on the Continent would operate 
as closely as possible with the European 
defence forces and be linked with them in 
matters of training, administration, and sup¬ 
plies. He expressed the view that “ a con¬ 
siderable measure of blending between the air 
forces of the United Kingdom and of Europe 
may well prove to be a particularly profitable 
field of action.” 

The re-equipment of all operational com¬ 
mands of the R.A.F. will introduce many 
problems which the conference will have to 
consider. All fighter squadrons now have jet 
types of aircraft, while radar-equipped all- 
weather and night fighters are coming into use. 
Bomber Command is being expanded by the 
introduction of the twin-jet Canberra, which 
will be followed by the four-jet Valiant. To 

fit it for its task of cooperating with the Royal 

Navy in meeting the menace of the submarine 
to our sea routes, Coastal Command is also' 
being expanded. To its Sunderland flying-boats 
have recently been added Avro Shackleton 
maritime reconnaissance squadrons, and this 
year similar squadrons will be formed with 
P2V-5 Neptune landplanes which the United 
States is providing under the Military Defence 
Aid Programme. 
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MIDDLE EASTERN 
DEFENCE 


EGYPTIAN FEARS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—As your recent leading articles 
have pointed out, there is now a breathing 
space in Egypt, and it should be used to 
learn the lessons of the past few weeks. 

It Is, surely, dear that the difficulty 
in the way of a settlement lies less with, 
the unreasonableness of the Egyptians; 
than with the desire of Britain to esta¬ 
blish two mutually incompatible rela¬ 
tionships with' Egypt; In discussions ofj 
Middle Eastern defence it seems to be assumed 
that, while Egypt’s desire for equality should; 
be satisfied by giving her formal membership 
of a Middle Eastern defence organization, 
nevertheless immediate control of the Susa 
base must be retained by a foreign force under 
direct non-Egyptian command, which in fact] 
would be British. It is taken for granted 
that Egyptians who accept the necessity of a 
Middle Eastern command should also logically 
accept this. Yet, in reality', no Egyptian) 
Government, however “ pro-western,” would 
willingly accept it. 

The presence in the canal zone of a foreign 
i Trace under foreign command gives the 
trovemment which controls that force power 
to interfere in the political life of Egypt. It 
makes no difference if that Government 
promises not to use its power (as Britain 
promised in 1936) or if it has no desire to use 
it (as Britain has clearly not desired to use 
it since 1945). Its very existence will set in 
motion forces which may sooner or later com¬ 
pel ik use. That is what has happened within 
the framework of the treaty. The sense of 
tying at Britain’s mercy has entered into the 
whole of Egyptian life, heightening every 
grievance, not only against Britain but against 
the existing order; and the complacency of 
power has allowed Britain to delay or refuse 
necessary changes in her relations with Egypt,, 
sheltering behind valid but irrelevant legal 
arguments, until finally she has found herself 
facta with the impossible choice between 
failing back on the force which she has 1 
promised not to use, or making concessions 
when they are too late to have any moral; 
effect. Muiatis mutandis, all this might 
equally happen within the framework of the 
four-Power offer. 

One cannot have it both ways. If the west' 
wants really free and equal Egyptian participa-' 
bon m Middle Eastern defence, it must accept 
all the risks involved in Egyptian territorial 
command of the Suez base (although, of 
course, the actual running of the base will 
need the help of western skill and advice). If 
the west wants to maintain direct control over 
Suez, then it must be prepared to take the 
irreparable step of occupying and indefinitely 
repressing the whole of Egypt. Even now 
have the Government faced this choice 
| clearly ? Have they gone further than the 
attempt to work out some new method of 
assuring Egypt .that direct foreign control of 
Suez will not lead to what in fact it -may well 
lead to ? Until they do sO their policy will 

t SF? . ' n contradictions. The destruction 
of Kafr Abaou and the use of tanks at Ismailia 
were tremendous mistakes if they were part of 
\pohcy whose aim is to win Egyptian friend¬ 
ship; and Mr. Eden’s statements Will have no 
soothing effect so long as the west is unwilling 
to give Egypt the thing she really wants. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

ALBERT HOURANI. 

Magdalen College, Oxford. 
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AMR PASHA’S TALK 
WITH MR. EDEN 

SOME PROGRESS REPORTED 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador, 
who was recently recalled from London, 
and who has returned as one of the 
Egyptian representatives at the funeral of 
the King, called on Mr. Eden at the 
Foreign Office yesterday afternoon. They 
had a general discussion on Anglo- 
Egyptian relations, and on developments 
in the situation since Amr Pasha was last 
in London. 

Axnr Pasha was recalled shortly before 
Christmas, before the change of Government 
in Egypt. He was then appointed adviser 
on foreign affairs to King Farouk. The con- 
versatioh yesterday lasted an hour and a 
quarter. It is natural that comment on it 
should be reserved, but the discussion was a 
full one and was later described as “ useful ” 
and as having made “ some progress towards 
closer understanding.” It was added that a 
further meeting between Mr. Eden and Amr 
Pasha will probably be held before Mr. Eden 
leaves on February 19 for the Lisbon 
conference. 

, This, at least, is encouraging. Meanwhile, 
it may be assumed that much depends upon 
the reactions of the Egyptian Government. 
It is certainly too early to. say that formal 
negotiations are in sight, but the talks in 
London may be followed by further dis¬ 
cussion in, Cairo on the Hnes that negotiations 
might follow. Hopes here seeinea rather 
brighter last night. 

^Earlier in the day Mr. Eden had received 
Mr. Eliahu Elath, the Israeli Minister. 
Although the two visits may have been linked 
m some reports, there? is no reason for suppos¬ 
ing that there was, in fact, any connexion 
between them. 


KING FAROUK RECEIVES 

SIR R. STEVENSON 

, Cairo, Feb. 13.—King* Farouk this after¬ 
noon gave an audience to the British Ambas¬ 
sador, Sir Ralph Stevenson. The Ambassador 
was summoned by the King to Abdin Palace. 
The audience lasted 45 minutes.— Reuter. 
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KING GEORGE VI 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir—Not many months ago a small party 
of displaced persons from Europe, young 
people who are still suffering the loss of all 
things, but brave beyond belief, visited 
Windsor. It was my privilege to spend a 
considerable time with them in St. George’s 
Cbapel. The following letter from one of 
them, a young Latvian in hospital, reached 
me to-day. It speaks for itself: “ Dear 
Reverend,—As it was known to me by radio 
that his Majesty King George VI is deceased, 
I ask you kindly to accept my affectionate con¬ 
dolence. Not only have English people lost 
their much loved King, but the whole world 
has lost a great man.—With kind regards, yours 
sincerely, Guntis Prieditis.” 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

E. M. VENABLES. 

4, The C loisters, Windsor Castle, Feb. 12. 

* BRITISH OFFICIALS IN 
EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—It was heartening for all those who 
feel deeply concerned about the dismissed 
British officials in Egypt to see the very full 
and satisfactory reply made by Mr. Eden on 
January 30 in answer to a question in the 
House of Commons. Nevertheless, the posi- 
tioh of some of them over the next few months 
will remain a very hard one. It is good to know 
that her Majesty’s Government are supporting 
so strongly their very reasonable compensation 
claims against the Egyptian Government, but 
a settlement of these must, of necessity, take 
time. Between the rise in the local cost of 
lmng and the n on-pensionable nature of their 
posts, which obliged the officials to carry heavy 
insurances, many have been unable to save 
while those with sayings or saleable property 
may have difficulty in getting their money out 
of Egypt. Some, therefore, especially if they 
have families, may arrive in this country penni¬ 
less, and even a short period of unemployment 
would be disastrous for them. It would be 
welcome news to hear that her Majesty’s 
Government intend to offer a temporary re- 
settlement grant or loan to tide them over this 
difficult period. This would seem no more than 
justice, since it was not possible to safeguard 
home pension rights at the time most of them 
took these posts. • 

It is to be hoped, too, that local education 
authorities will indeed show practical sympathy 
to former officials of the Egyptian Ministry of 
Education who do not qualify for university 
employment, so that those who cannot imme¬ 
diately be found work by the Colonial Office 


or in neighbouring Middle Eastern countries 
may be absorbed as quickly as possible into 
suitable posts here. These people who have 
worked in Egypt in recent years and still pre¬ 
served the friendliest of relations with their 
pupils are likely to prove good and adaptable 
teachers anywhere. Finally, we should like to 
hear that any dependents of those killed in the 
outbreaks of January 26 will receive suitable 
assistance pending claims against the Egyptian 
Government. 

Yours, &c., 

Sydney Chapman, R. Coupland. E. E, 
Evans-Pritchard, H. A. R, Gibb, 
V. Ll. Griffiths, H. E. Hurst, M. L. 
Jacks, E. H. Paxton. Margery 
Perham, Joseph Schacht. 

Oxford. 


DEVASTATION IN ORKNEY 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Reports received privately of the 
devastation caused by the recent hurricane in 
Orkney raise doubts as to whether the amount 
of relief available from the Lord Lieutenant’s 


Fund will be adequate, especially as subscribers 
are likely to be discouraged by an ill-timed and 
quite unsupported statement in a Scottish news¬ 
paper to the effect that the people of the islands 
do not want any more “ charity money.” 
The northern end of the island of Hoy, remark¬ 
able for the 1,140ft. cliff of St. John’s Head, 
second highest in the British Isles, received the 
full force of the gale and the plight of some of 
the crofters is pitiable. The following account 
received by telephone is typical: An unfortu¬ 
nate family “ at Braebister have lost more than 
half their hens, their cowsheds are roofless, 
their hayricks scattered to the four winds. 
Their van was blown down a bank and badly 
smashed. Charlie was injured in his attempts 
to hold roofs down and Mary is sleeping with 
a waterproof sheet on her bed to keep the 
snow off. -. . . The roof of the Hoy Com¬ 
munity Centre, which was only finished last 
spring, is more or less gone and the kirk looks 
as if it had been bombed.” 


though Hoy, with Stromness on the main 
island opposite, seems to have been in the zone 
of maximum violence, similar damage is 
reported over a wide area of the Orkneys and 
northern Caithness. The attachment of the 
sturdy and industrious crofter-fishermen of 
Orkney to their rugged islands has often been 
remarked on, and it will be a thousand pities 
if, for lack of support to the relief fund, crofts 
such as Braebister sink into decay like so 
many of their kind in the highlands and islands 
of Scotland. Yours faithfully, 

_ . CLARMONT SKRINE. 

Bath Club, 74. St. James’s Street. S W i 
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ANGLO-EGYPTTAN 

DIFFERENCES 


CAUTIOUS MOVES BY 
MAHER PASHA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 14 

Amr Pasha's talks with the' British 
Foreign Secretary have created great in-; 
terest here arid. the newspapers contain 
much speculation on the probable bases 
of Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. It is not 
known, however, that the Prime Minister, 
Aly Maher Pasha, has yet disclosed his 
ideas. He • has spoken of meeting the 
British Ambassador on Saturday, but no 
appointment has yet been made. It is 
thought that the Prime Minister may 
prefer to' move cautiously until the 
security of the country is more firmly 
established. 

The differences in outlook between the new 
Egyptian Government and the United King¬ 
dom are regarded as concerning the detail 
rather than the principles of cooperative 
arrangements for the efficient maintenance of 
a base for a Middle East command and for 
adequate air defence. 

The Prime Minister probably feels the need 
to tread delicately with a public in whom the 
processes of rational thought have beets for so 
long stifled by slogans. There are already 
tumblings from the Wafd, and Salah ed-Din, 
the former Foreign Minister,, has Stated that 

its support of the Government depends on any 
negotiations with the United Kingdom being 
directed exclusively to obtaining the uncondi¬ 
tional evacuation of Egypt by the British 
Army. It is clear that the Ward’s policy is 
unchanged, and that Nahas Pasha, the former 
Prime Minister, would doubtless prefer a clash 
with the Government on the foreign issue 
rather than upon the question of responsibility 
for the disaster of January 26. 

SCHOOLS REOPENED 

AU the secondary and primary schools in 
Egypt have reopened in the last few days, and 
according to an official statement there save 
been no incidents. It is understood, how¬ 
ever, that the re-opening of the universities, 
which had been announced for Saturday, has 
been postponed. 

The Foreign Ministry issued to-day the text 
of a Note sent to most of the 17 foreign 
Governments which had protested about 
losses suffered by their nationals in the 
riots of January 26. The Note is not 
addressed to the British Government, 
the terms of whose protest are evi¬ 
dently thought to require a separate reply. 
It eves an assurance of firm determination 
to restore public order and tranquillity every¬ 
where, and “ to pursue relentlessly the 
instigators [of the riots] and recreate that; 
atmosphere of calm and security necessary fori 
everyone to resume peacefully his normal' 
activities.” 

The Nate stated that the Government 
deplored the events and losses incurred, and 
added that without waiting for the results of 
court cases on damages, (he Government had) 
decided to open a credit of ,£EJ,000,000 in 
aid of wrecked establishments. 

The instigators of the January 26 riots had 
“ wished to exploit public demonstrations 
which took place in Cairo on the morning of : 
that same day, in disapproval of bloody' 
incidents which occurred the previous day at 
Ismdilia, to execute their sinister plan to 
spread terror and devastation in the realm’s 
capital in support of their subversive plan of 
action.” 
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Imperial and Foreign 


TRAIN BLOWN UP 
IN EGYPT 


TERRORISTS STRIKE 
AGAIN 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
ISMAIL A, Feb. 15 
British headquarters here reacted 
sternly and promptly to-night to the 
derailment by mines less than six hours 
earlier <?f a War Department oil train 
mpving south between Port Said and 
Ismailia. The attack is presumed to have 
been made by Egyptian terrorists. 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Erskine 
| ordered the reintroduction of British road¬ 
blocks on the Port Said-Ismailia highway 
running parallel with the railway, and also 
announced his intention of postponing further 
releases of Egyptian auxiliary policemen, 
detained by the British since their expulsion 
from their temporary barracks in Ismailia on 
.January 25. So far approximately 100 have 
| been released out of the 900 captured. 
i The General’s spokesman also stated that 
i consideration will be given to-morrow to the 
possibility of halting Egyptian civilian rail 
traffic throughout the zone until Egyptian 
State Railway officials clear the wreckage of 
the oil train and until all War Department 
rail traffic arrears are made up. 
i The attack took place at El Kap, six miles 
north of Kantara—roughly half Way between 
! Port Said and Ismailia. It was well planned. 
Two powerful mines, which blew craters 5ft. 
deep with diameters of approximately 70ft., 
derailed the engine’s tender and, in the words 
of the Army spokesman, “ completely 
wrecked the first six tankers. 

The only British casualties were some 
soldiers suffering from'scratches. 


GOVERNMENT’S REPLY TO 
BRITISH PROTEST 


CONNIVANCE IN CAIRO 
RIOTS DENIED 


Cairo, Feb. 15.—The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, in a Note to the British Embassy which 
was issued to-day in reply to the British Note 
of protest against the loss of British lives and 
property in the Cairo riots of January 26, 
said:—“The Royal Egyptian Government 
deplores the deaths and losses which resulted 
from the events of that sad day but rejects 
all accusation of official connivance in these 
events.” 

The Egyptian reply said that without wish¬ 
ing to anticipate the results of the current 
judicial and penal inquiry, information already 
gathered made it certain that the authors and 
instigators of the troubles wished to profit 
from the public manifestations which took 
place on the morning of that day in protest 
! against the bloody happenings the day before 
in Ismailia. The instigators intended to ** put 
into execution their sinister design aimi ng at 
sowing terror and devastation in the capital of 
Egypt as part of their subversive plan of 
action. 


_T^ e /epJy added:—“ The events which 
j , on J^uary 25 at Ismailia and which 
tSW 2- 46 kaie ?. and 72 wounded among 
Bouluk Nizam police auxiliary forces and 
reduced to ashes or ruins the sub-govemorate 
palace and police barracks, and resulted in 
hundreds of policemen being detained and 
placed out of useful service, were for the 
authore of the day of January 26 in Cairo 
an unhoped for and unequalled opportunity, 
ine trouble-makers promptly went into action, 
Dummg, looting, and ransacking private 
property, Egyptian and Foreign alike.” 

By proclaiming the same day martial law 
throughout the country and maintaining it to 
date, the Egyptian Government testified to its 
firm determination . to re-establish public 
order and tranquillity everywhere; “ to pursue 
relentlessly all fomentors of these troubles and 
recreate the atmosphere of calm and security 
ffiat is necessary if all are to resume peacefully 
their normal activities,” the Egyptian reply 
said. The Note stated that British military 
action against the Bouluk Nizam forces in 
Ismailia on January 25 heightened “ national 
anger, which found expression in mass 
demonstrations the next day, “ thus lessening 
the possibilities of the maintenance of law and 
public security in the capital.”—Neuter. 
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AMR PASHA NOT YET 
LEAVING LONDON 


TO SEE MR. EDEN AGAIN 

FROM 1 OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador, who 
was recalled by the Wafd Government and 
returned to London on Tuesday as one of the 
Egyptian representatives at the King’s funeral, 
will not be returning to Egypt with Prince 
M chained Abdel Moneim, King Farouk’s 
cousin, who is leaving London to-day. It is 
not yet known how long Amr Pasha will 

remain, but a spokesman at the Egyptian 

Embassy yesterday regarded it as certain that 
Amr Pasha would be seeing Mr. Eden again, 
probably on Monday or Tuesday morning, 
before Mr. Eden leaves for Lisbon on Tuesday 
afternoon or evening. It seems possible that 
after that Amr Pasha may resume his post 
as Ambassador. Reports from Cairo have 
stated that Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, has authorised Amr Pasha to stay ini 
London if that is considered useful.” 1 


l 



Amr Pasha Not Yet Leaving London. 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Feb 16, 1952; pg. 3; Issue 52237. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number :CS 50810448 


2 



MAHER PASHA AT 
CAIRO SERVICE 


CROWDED CATHEDRAL 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


' CAIRO, Feb. 15 
Prince Mohamefl Ali, representing King 
Farouk, and the Prime Minister, Aly 
Maher Pasha, attended the memorial ser¬ 
vice for King George which was conducted 
by the Bishop in Egypt, the Rt. Rev 
Geoffrey Allen, in the cathedral church 
of All Saints here this morning. Armoured 
cars and infantry of the Royal Egyptian 
Army mounted a strong guard around the 
cathedral. 


Other Egyptian dignitaries of Church and 
Mate, and Ambassadors and Ministers of 
nearly ail the foreign Powers with missions 
nere, joined the British community, headed by 
the Ambassador and Lady Stevenson in a 
congregation which filled the building. The 
Egyptian representatives included Hussein 
Sirry Pasha and Sherif Sabry Pasha, who both 
wear the " Collier Fuad,” highest decoration 
bestowed by the Egyptian crown; Oraby 
Pasha, President of the Senate, Sami Pasha 
Minister of Communications, who is senior 
Cabinet Minister; the Grand Chamberlain, the 
chief protocol under-secretary. Foreign 
Affairs, the acting Governor of Cairo, and 
Abdul Hady Pasha, a former Prime Minister 
Haidar Pasha, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces, was unable to be present owing 
to illness. * 


The Lesson was read by the British Ambas¬ 
sador, and the minister of the Church of 
Scotland in Cairo, the Rev. Alistair Stewart 
offered a prayer of thanksgiving for the life 
of King George and the accession of her 
Majesty. 

Ismailia. —Services were held at garrisons 
in all parts of the canal zone, and in the 
larger camps drumhead services took place in 
the open. At 4 o’clock two minutes silence 
was observed throughout the zone and all 
military transport was halted. 


1 



Maher Pasha At Cairo Service. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Feb 16, 1952; pg. 9; Issue 52237. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 154357328 


2 



TRAFFIC IN CANAL 
ZONE 


BAN ON EGYPTIAN TRAINS 
RELAXED 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, Feb. 17 

After urgent Egyptian requests, General 
Erskine this morning relaxed the restric¬ 
tions imposed yesterday on all Egyptian 
rail movements in the canal zone in conse¬ 
quence of the derailment of a British army 
train at Kantara on Friday night 

The ban had meant that no food trains could 
enter the zone from the delta, and that the 
supply line to the Egyptian Army in Sinai was 
cut. To-day's relaxation will allow the move¬ 
ment of food and military trains, but oil 
trains are presumably still forbidden to move. 

It was the first time that controls had been 
imposed on Egyptian Army trains, and General 
Erskine evidently regards the derailment inci¬ 
dent as of more than passing significance, it 
was a highly organized attack in which electric 
detonators and a powerful explosive were 
used. It is being suggested here that it might 
have been sponsored by Wafdist groups in 
order to embarrass the Egyptian Government 
in its relations with the general public and in 
any new negotiations with the British. 

Cairo, Feb. 17.—The Egyptian Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Aly Maher Pasha, broadcasting yesterday 
from • Cairo to the United States, asked 
Americans to think of their own struggle for 
independence and to support Egypt’s claim 
for full independence. No stability was pos¬ 
sible in the Near East so long as Egypt was 
denied its national aspirations.— Exchange. 
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BRITISH TEACHERS IN 
EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—The appeal in your columns on behalf 
of the British officials, nearly all of them 
university or school teachers, who have been 
dismissed by the Egyptian Government needs 
no further backing, supported as it is by a 
number of distinguished persons, most of 
whom have at some time served under the 
Egyptian Ministry of Education. May I, how¬ 
ever, point out how much less serious the 
plight of these teachers would be if they had 
been permitted, when they took service abroad, 
to retain their pension rights ? No doubt 
there are difficulties, but the French have over¬ 
come them, having realized long before we did 
that “ culture ” is an invisible export of great 
value. Indeed, it is believed that the French 
teachers m Egypt received from the French 
Government during the inflation period sub¬ 
sidies which brought their salaries up to a 
total far beyond that of their British colleagues. 

Not that the British Government never 
spend money on educational work abroad. 
They rightly provide funds for the British 
Council, an'd the council pays British teachers 
m many foreign countries to perform duties 
such as the teachers now dismissed in Egypt 
were performing at no cost to the British tax¬ 
payer. The case of the present sufferers calls 
for special, urgent treatment; but a solution 
of the pension problem would give protection 
| in future'and should, moreover, help to induce 
some good candidates, who at present cannot 
face the financial risks, to devote part of their 
career to English education in foreign 
countries. ■ Your obedient servant, 

~ e .. . R. W. BULLARD. 
Dry Sandford, near Abingdon, Berkshire. 

.Sir, Sympathy has been rightly shown for 
the professors dismissed by the EgvDtian 
Government from the Universities offiiro 
and Alexandria, but not enough attention has 
been paid to the fate of the English women 
teachers, lecturers, and inspectresses of schools 
who have lost their posts at the same time. 
These women, about 30 in number, were all 
fhe permanent staff, to remain till the age 
of 60, with the prospect of five years more 
after that on contract. Their average age 
is 45-50, ana their average length of service 
15 to 20 years. A few are married, but the 
majority are single women earning their own 
living and often helping to support relatives 
in England. As the cost of living in Egypt 
is at least 350 per cent, higher than it was 


before the war, they have been unable to 
save anything and are now reduced to a state 
of destitution. As senior inspectress of Eng¬ 
lish for Egyptian girls’ schools, with 28* 
years of service to my credit, and myself 
also now dismissed, I appeal through the hos¬ 
pitality of your columns to the British Gov¬ 
ernment to assist without delay in relieving qpr 
distress by finding us suitable posts elsewhere, 
and by pressing our claims to proper compen¬ 
sation from the Egyptian Government. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, M. C. DELANY. 

26, West Side, Wandsworth Common, 
_ S.W.18. - 

PRESERVATION OF DEER 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—The admirable leading article in The 
Times of February 13 draws attention to facts 
which no lover of wild nature can view with¬ 
out concern. The facts are admitted. It was 
asked; “ Arc the red deer of Scotland to be 
preserved in their natural state ? ” and the 
answer is pre-supposed in the affirmative. 
“ How ? ” is a more difficult proposition. 
May I, as the only person—nominally, that is 
to say, with no executive powers—to hold 
office as deer controller during the war, be 
permitted to give my opinion ? There are 
large areas of high ground in Scotland econo¬ 
mically useless for any purpose except as a 
home for deer. It is unnecessary to add that 
they require lower altitudes during the hard 
winter months to enable them to exist. This, 
of course, is the cnix of the whole question. 
To these high altitudes, with the necessary 
winter quarters, they should be limited. 

A close season for deer is absolutely impera¬ 
tive if they are to survive. Some forests are 
overstocked and the numbers in excess of those 
which the winter feeding-grounds can support 
should be selectively reduced: indiscriminate 
slaughter is repulsive, cruel, and unnecessary. 
Venison should be used exclusively as human 
food, and dealers should be licensed. It is to 
be hoped that the forthcoming Bill will inflict 
heavy penalties on poachers—the confiscation 
of weapons and cars, or at least the revoca¬ 
tion of licences for a considerable period. 
Agriculture, forestry, and sport can all flourish 
together, as is proved by conditions abroad, 
if they are all regarded As national assets. 
Not so to regard our finest indigenous 
mammals, whiefi include the roe-deer, is a 
national disgrace and fills the foreign observer 
with amazement. Yours faithfully, 

, FRANK WALLACE. 

Little Wyrlcy Hall, Pelsall, Staffordshire. 
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EGYPTIAN CHARGE 
REFUTED 

NO “KIDNAPPING” IN 
CANAL ZONE 


REPORT TO l.I.O. 

From Our Own Correspondent 

GENEVA, Feb., 18 

The report of the inquiry made to the 
governing body of the International 
Labour Organization into accusations of 
kidnapping and forced labour referred to 
it by the Egyptian Government and pub¬ 
lished here to-day concludes with the state¬ 
ment that “ the charge that recourse had 
been had by the British military authorities 
to such practices as forced' labour or the 
internment or abduction of labour has not 
been substantiated.” 

The inquiry was conducted by Mr. R. Rao, 
as representative of the director-general, at the 
request of the Government of Egypt and with 
the full approval of the British Government. 
Mr. Rao states that ample assistance'was given 
by both Governments, and that the evidence 
not only provides a comprehensive picture of 
the situation but illustrates the gulf which 
separates the two sides. 

The report says that-the large volume of 
labour in British employment in the canal zone 
was a primary factor in the emergency that 
arose. Workers left their jobs when the 
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty was denounced. The 
predominant factor was fear of fighting break*- 
mg out, of being isolated in the zone, and, 
not least,, the fear of not being able to send 
home their regular remittances. Until the 
denunciation of the treaty the local Egyptians 
and British military authorities were markedly 
friendly. Thereafter they were driven into 
hostile camps and regarded each other with 
suspicion. • - 

DESIRE TO CONFORM 

An element of patriotism on the part of 
the Egyptians also entered into it, with a 
prudent desire to conform to what in high 
quarters was regarded as “ the correct political 
doctrine.” A further cause was seen in the 
activities of the Muslim Brotherhood in dis¬ 
tributing tracts pressing workers to leave their 
employment and threatening them and their 
families with the consequences of cooperation 
with the British. Mr. Rao finally notes that 
another incentive was the aid that awaited them 
at the other end from the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Rao found that the mass movement 
of workers from the canal zone itself con¬ 
tributed in no small measure to the tension, 
which in turn led to the taking of security 

measures. Efforts were made by the British 
military authorities to stay the tide of workers 
fleeing from the zone by closing roads, sus- 

S ndmg rail movements, and other means that 
ve already been reported. Road and rail 
control consisted of posting powerful armed 
guards and of increasing the forces. The 
Egyptian Government’s allegations had to be 
considered against this background. 

The Egyptian court was flooded for six 
weeks with complaints lodged by masses of 
workers who had been stopped on the way out 
of the zone, searched by British troops and 
then released. These complaints were not 
infrequently highly coloured accounts of pro- 
ceedings made while they were still under the 
shock of a direct encounter with highly armed 
foreign military personnel during a period of 
great tension. Steps which to the British 
were no more than simple' precautionary 
security measures appeared to the Egyptians 
as an infringement of their national sovereignty 
and an affront to their dignity.” 

OWN ROOMS CLEANED 

Police measures by the British military 
authorities directed against terrorists and 
| intimidators took the form of preventive 
i detention, sometimes for a few days, pending 
interrogation, and then deportation or release 
according to the results. The suspects were 
i required to clean their own rooms during 
i detention. This appears to have formed the 
basis for their complaint that they were kid¬ 
napped, interned, and subjected to forced 
labour. 

The propriety of all the security measures 
taken was hotly disputed by the Egyptians. 
Mr. Rao regarded this as outside the scope of 
his inquiry, but observed that, “ however care¬ 
ful the senior officers may like to be, when an 
army exercises police functions, this is invari¬ 
ably done in military fashion and leaves a trail 
of rough and bitter resentment behind it. Of 
such resentment there was ample evidence.” 

Mr. Rao pays tribute to the British 
Ambassador and his staff and the Egyptian 
civil and British military authorities for their 
assistance to him in the inquiry. 

The findings have been received with satis¬ 
faction at the Foreign Office, where they are 
being given detailed study. The British 
Government’s views will no doubt be made 
known in Geneva when the report is sub¬ 
mitted to the I.L.O. governing body in mid- 
March. 
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CAIRO ACTION TO 
FREE COTTON 


MOVE TO STIMULATE 
EXPORT TRADE 

From Our Own Correspondent 

| . CAIRO, Feb. 18 

The Egyptian Government to-day 
issued a series of orders, the effect of which 
. is to free the cotton futures market from 
• May 1. The purpose is to stimulate cotton 
exports, which account for nearly 90 per 
cent of Egypt’s export trade and which 
have been well below normal during the 


current season because of slack foreign 
demand at the minimum prices enforced 
by the Egyptian Government. 

_ East season the Government spent some 
£E35m. buying up the unsold portion of the 
kut partly owing to the strain of the 
Wafd Government’s so-called “ National 
Struggle ” on the public purse that expedient 
cannot be repeated. On the other band, the 
immediate abolition of the controlled prices 
would, have been followed by a slump in the 
market, with heavy losses to Egyptian buyers 
who have made forward contracts for February 
and March on the assumption that the mini- 
111 prices were to be maintained. 

lhe solution adopted is to permit prices to 
go down by 3 per cent. daily from May 1. 

contracts based on the present 
offlcial prices are given an opportunity to 
recoup their losses through forward dealings 
for dehveiy m May and the remaining three 
months of the current season. 

The Government is freeing the market rather 
“te in the season and there are some doubts 
whether its action will suffice to get the crop 
moving into export channels. Failure to find 
markets would seriously widen the deficit in 
the balance of payments and deprive the Gov¬ 
ernment of important revenues from the 
export tax. 


The prospective budget deficit this year has 
be«i estimated by the Finance Minister at 
which largely reflects the expenses of 
the Wafd’s conflict with the British, but some 
observers regard that estimate as optimistic, 
based on the hope that cotton exports will 
recover. It has been pointed out also that a 
slump in exports this season might lead to 
difficulties in financing the purchase of next 
season’s crops. 
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MIDDLE EAST DEFENCE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
, Sir,—Few would disagree with the conten¬ 
tion that the present breathing space in Egypt 
provides a good opportunity' to review the 
lessons of the past few weeks. Nevertheless, 
it is doubtful whether Anglo-Egyptian rela- 
tions are best served by special pleading, 
however delightfully phrased, of which Mr. 
Hourani’s letter of February 13 is so excel¬ 
lent an example. To accuse Britain of 
“sheltering behind valid but irrelevant legal 
arguments” is a curious way of describing 
either our resentment of Egypt’s unilateral 
abrogation of the 1936 treaty and of the events 
which followed, or our determination to fulfil 
our obligations towards the Sudan. The roots 
of all international relations are tom when one 
party deliberately tears up a treaty. 

Nor is it true to say that Britain desires 
“ to establish two mutually incompatible rela¬ 
tionships with Egypt.” On the contrary, the 
relationship ought to be entirely comple¬ 
mentary. Britain only asks that Egypt should 
face up to the realities of the Middle East 
defence problem. Cannot these briefly be 
summarized as follows ? 

(1) Egyptian national security is a mean¬ 
ingless phrase unless Egypt forms part of 
a Middle East defence organization, and a 
Middle East defence organization is equally 
meaningless unless it includes the canal zone. 
(2) The air defence of the canal zone, together 
with the protection and maintenance of tech¬ 
nical installations, must be under the control 
of the Middle East defence command. 

Mr. Hourani tells us that “ the presence in 
the canal zone of a foreign force under 
foreign command gives the Government which 
controls that force power to interfere in the 
political life of Egypt.” But American 
bomber forces, under American command, are 
occupying (in the physical sense) aerodromes 
in East Anglia, and we are very glad to see 
them. No one has ever suggested that this 
enables thp United States Government to 
influence in any way the result of a General 
Election or the formation of a Cabinet either 
by Mr. Churchill or by anybody else ! If 
the word “ occupation has an unhappy ring, 
could we not agree to use the two words 
“ mutual defence ” instead ? It was upon 
this basis that Egypt was offered founder 
membership, so to speak, of the Middle East 
defence club. As the Foreign Secretary said 
in the House of Commons on November 19, 
1951: “We offer Egypt equal partnership 
in that agreement, a partnership which would 
involve her in no more derogation of sove¬ 
reignty than we have accepted in our joint 
western defence plan ” ( Hansard, Col. 51). 

Emotion is an essential ingredient in the 
make up of any nation. Logic also has its 
place. No statesman* either in Egypt or in 
any other country, supposes that national 
security can be built upon emotion to the 
exclusion of logic and geography. The task 
of the new Egyptian Government must how 
surely be to place nationalism, logic, and 
geography in their proper perspective. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

CHARLES MOTT-RADCLYFFE. 

House of Commons. 
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EGYPT AND MIDDLE 

EAST DEFENCE 

* 


MAHER PASHA SEES U.S. 
AMBASSADOR 

Cair 6, Feb. 19.—Aly Maher Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, in his capacity 
as Foreign Minister, saw Mr. Caffery* 
the American Ambassador, to-day for 
talks on the four-Power western proposal 
for a Middle East defence command; 

Mr. Caffery said after the meeting: We 

discussed the international situation and the 

necessity of organizing Middle East defence.* 

Aly Maher Pasha had earlier held a series of 

talks with Egyptian service chiefs on defence 
matters. 

Mr. CresswelL the British Minister in Cairo, 
to-day saw Abdel Rahman Hakky -Pasha, the 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. After¬ 
wards he said: “ We discussed matters not 
connected with any recent protests or diplo¬ 
matic exchanges.” 

Egyptian trade talks with Russia for a com¬ 
mercial agreement have been deferred 
indefinitely, an Egyptian Government spokes¬ 
man said to-day.— Reuter . 
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CANAL ZONE 
CONTROLS 


LIMITED REIMPOSITION ! 
AFTER INCIDENT 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, Feb. 20 

Certain road controls are to be reim¬ 
posed yet again to-morrow in the southern 
part of the canal zone. 

To-day two dispatch riders found a rope 
stretched across the road at Kubri, five miles 
north of Suez. One end of the rope was held 
by an Egyptian. Though both motor-cyclists 
escaped injury, one of them was abused by a 
small crowd who collected. In consequence 
General Erskine’s headquarters announce that 
road blocks and check posts will be reintro¬ 
duced between Suez and Kubri. 

Earlier, it had been announced that all 
road and rail restrictions reimposed by 
the British authorities after the railway explo¬ 
sion at Kantara on Friday were to be lifted 
to-morrow, and that the process of releasing 
auxiliary policemen held by the British would 
be resumed. __-_ 

EGYPTIANS' EASE CURFEW 

Cairo, Feb. 20.—The Prime Minister, Aly 
Maher Pasha, as Military Governor-General 
of Egypt, announced to-night that from 
to-morrow the curfew period will be from 
11,30 p.m. to 5 a.m., instead of 10 p.m. to 
6 a.m. 

A military proclamation announces that 
anyone found guilty of spreading false 
rumours, or making publicity calculated “ to 
disturb public security or harm the general 
interest of the country,” may be punished 
by imprisonment ranging from six months to 
five years and a fine of from £E50 to £E500. 
Another proclamation forbade civilians 
wearing uniforms of the Egyptian armed 
forces and police under similar penalties of 
imprisonment or fine.— Reuter. 


Arar Pasha, who until recently was the 
Egyptian Ambassador in London, left Lon¬ 
don Airport last night for Cairo, after his 
talks with Mr. Eden at the Foreign Office. 


1 



Canal Zone Controls. 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Thursday, Feb 21, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52241. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 102059605 


2 



MAHER PASHA’S 
INTENTIONS 


| BASIS FOR FURTHER 

NEGOTIATIONS 

— 

} QUICK RESULT SOUGHT 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Feb. 21 

Amr Pasha, who until recently was the 
Egyptian Ambassador in London, was 
received by the Chief of the Royal 
Cabinet, Hafiz Afifi Pasha, and the Prime 
Minister, Aly Maher Pasha, on his return 
I from Britain this morning. He reported 
at length on his conversations with Mr. 
Eden and Foreign Office officials. 

I • Tii 16 ? ev L s P a P ers suggest that the next stage 
,n Anglo-Egypt ran contacts will be an early 
; meeting between the Prime Minster and the 
| British Ambassador. No appointment has 
| been arranged, however, and the indications 
are that the Prime Minister, with whom the 
.initiative lies, does not intend to take part 
I m anything resembling formal negotiations 
i until he sees the way clear to a speedy agree- 
: ment. He has said twice in the past few days 
that should he begin negotiations it would be 
i with the intention of carrying them through to 
'a quick conclusion. This suggests that he 
does not want to expose the tender internal 
situation in Egypt to the strain of prolonged 
exchanges on questions charged with such 

emotional content as evacuation and the 
Sudan. 

I Amr Pasha’s mission is thought to have 
■ been in the main a reconnaissance, with the 
results helpful to the Prime Minister in decid¬ 
ing the line of approach most likely to yield 
quick results. 

ASSISTANCE TO ARMY 

The Prime Minister has been careful to keep 
his own counsel, but his line of thought is 
fairly obvious. He would wish to reach 
understanding with the British Government on 
a timetable for evacuation and on the question 
of assistance in building up the Egyptian Army 
to take greater responsibilities for the defence 
or the Suez Canal, and then proceed to a study 
of the four-Power proposals for Middle East 
defence. Evidently he would have a Middle 
East command take shape within the frame¬ 
work of a regional defence arrangement based 
on the Charter of the United Nations. The 
mam provisions of the Arab League treaty on 
joint defence are similar to those of the North 
Atlantic Treaty, and could be interpreted as 
giving sanction to a Middle East command 
as the western Powers have proposed. 
Whether Aly Maher Pasha has in mind an 
extension of the Arab League treaty to include 
the western Powers with interests in the Middle 
East, or military arrangements between the 
Arab League and the Atlantic Treaty groups 
oi rowers, is not at the moment clear. 

AIR DEFENCE 

An important question is the extent to which 
the Prime Minister will find it possible to com¬ 
promise on the principle of complete evacuation 
in order to reassure the western Powers that 
the canal zone base will be maintained in a 
state immediately serviceable and capable of 
rapid expansion in the event of war. There 
will be reluctance here to agree to the station¬ 
ing of even a relatively small force of foreign 
combatant troops in the canal base in time of 
peace, but the services of civilian technicians 
would be accepted until such time as the 
Egyptian Army can provide suitable personnel. 

A more difficult question is that of air 
defence. Egypt’s resources of aircraft, pilots, 
and maintenance and radar units ought to be 
supplemented from outside if the countrv is 
to be adequately protected against 'the 
devastating air attacks which would doubtless 
herald an outbreak of war. This has been 
recognized by Nuri Said, the Iraqi Foreign 
Minister, who in his proposals for an Anglo- 
Egyptian settlement included joint arrange¬ 
ments for air defence between Egypt and the 
United Kingdom, or all four of the Powers 
which have sponsored the Middle East 
command. 

THE KING’S TITLE 

It is taken for granted that at an earlier 
rather than a later stage it will be necessary to 
agree on a formula under which the King’s 
title as King of the Sudan is recognized pend¬ 
ing self-determination in the Sudan. Egypt 
might well be willing to shelve the questions 
as to when and how self-determination should 
be exercised. Without understanding on these 
questions—which might be difficult to reach— 
the British Government might feel that it 
could not justify to Sudanese opinion the con¬ 
cession to the unity of the Nile Valley in the 
terms sought by Egypt. 
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SQUASH RACKETS 

\ 

HASHIM KHAN TO MEET 
MAHMOUD KARIM 

FROM OUR SQUASH RACKETS 
CORRESPONDENT 

| The final of the Dunlop open profes¬ 
sional tournament to be held at the Lam- 
downe Club on Monday at 6 pan., will be, 
as expected, between Hashim Khan of 
Pakistan and Mahmoud Karim of Egypt 

Each of them won his semi-final round 
match yesterday without losing a game but in 
assessing their chances it was noticeable that 
Mahmoud Karim, against D. W. Hannan 
whom he beat by 9—1, 9—0, 9—5, was not in 
command for all the time. Especially was this 
so in the last game when Harman was holding 
his own in the front of the court but lacked 
the match play experience to press home an 
advantage when often the point looked to be 
at his mercy. Certainly Mahmoud Karim 
pulled out some remarkable winners that were 
unexpected; but this should not account for 
his opponent hitting down when his chances 
of winning this game were at their brightest. 

Before this Hashim Khan had beaten 
h Keeble by 9—-3, 9—3, 9—6, a score 

that fairly reflected the merit or the loser who 
by artistic variety and experience held his own 
tor a great part of the match, if never quite 
looking like overcoming the great pace of the 
open champion. Indeed it is difficult to see 
what can stop Hashim Khan remaining un- 
j defeated in this country when he plays the final 
[on Monday._ 


i 



Squash Rackets. 

FROM OUR SQUASH RACKETS CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Feb 23, 1952; pg. 4; Issue 52243. 

Category: Sport 


Gale Document Number:CS68111959 


2 



PRINCIPAL OF RIPON HALL 

The Right Rev. Geoffrey Francis Allen, 
Bishop in Egypt since 1947, has accepted 
appointment as Principal of Ripon Hall 
Oxford, from next Michaelmas. The govern¬ 
ing body extended an invitation to mm last 
autumn, when critical conditions in Egypt 
made it impossible for him to accept. He 
will succeed Canon R. D. Richardson. 

The Right Rev. G. F. Allen went from 
Rugby to University College, Oxford, and then 
to Ripon Hall, of -which he was appointed 
chaplain in 19281 From 1930 to 1935 he was 
a Fellow and chaplain of Lincoln College, 
Oxford. He went to the Union Theological 
Coliege at Canton, China, for the Church 
Missionary Society, and was secretary to the 
National Christian Council of China and chap¬ 
lain to the British Embassy at Chungking 

from 1942 to 1944. He was then for three 
years Archdeacon of Birmingham. 


l 




Principal Of Ripon Hall. 

The Times (London, England),Saturday, Feb 23, 1952; pg. 8; Issue 52243. 
Category: Official Appointments and Notices 


Gale Document Number :CS 135614039 


2 



MIDDLE EAST 
STABILITY 

PAKISTAN MINISTER 
IN CAIRO TALKS 


REGIONAL SECURITY 


From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Feb. 24 

Sir Zafrullah. Khan, the Pakistan 
Foreign Minister, arrived here this even¬ 
ing on a four-day visit in the course of a 
tour of the Middle East which has already 
taken him to Ankara, Beirut, and Damas¬ 
cus. He will have consultations with Aly 
Maher Pasha, the Prime Minister, Azzam 
Pasha, secretary-general, of the Arab 
League, Salah ed-Din Pasha, the former 
Foreign Minister, and other Egyptian 
leaders. To-morrow he will see the British 
Ambassador. 

The purpose of Sir' Zafrullah’s tour, it is 
understood, is to study Middle East problems 
and discuss the possibilities of closer coopera¬ 
tion between Pakistan and the Arab States in 
those fields—economic, financial and cultural 
—where cooperation is at present practical 
politics. _ Pakistan’s interest in the strength 
and stability of the Middle East is self-evident 
and it may be assumed that her Foreign 
Minister—although he has not sponsored 
specific proposals himself—is using his influ¬ 
ence to steer both sides in the Anglo-Egyptian 
dispute towards a settlement that will both 
satisfy sentiment here and provide the means 
Oi adequate regional security. It is thought, 
however, that he has held out the possibility of 
file situation changing in the event of the 
Kashmir dispute ceasing to monopolize Pakis- 
stan’s national efforts and resources in the 
field of defenoe. 


ARAB LEAGUE TREATY 

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister is studying 
Anglo-Egyptian issues and the question of 
regional defence. Daring the week-end he: 
has said that he may meet the British Ambas¬ 
sador before the end of this week. Whether 
the meeting would be for the purpose of open- 
“8 negotiations is not dear. The Prime 
Minister, who has been preoccupied with 
internal problems, is now seeking to evolve 
proposals for a settlement with the United 
Kingdom. Fawzi Bey, Egypt's permanent 
delegate to the United Nations, has been 
instructed to report. on the changes which 
would be required in the Arab League’s joint 
defence treaty to make it a suitable political 
framework for a Middle East command. Legal 
and military committees have been appointed 
to advise the Prime Minister. A conference 
summoned by the Prime Minister to-day was 
attended by Fawzi Bey and, among others, the 
mifitary and air attaches at the Washington 
embassy The meeting was said to have been 
concerned with the technical aspects of a 

-ru ® v ? cuat > 0 ? of the canal zone. 

lhe Prime Minister announced yesterday 
SJ. t 55? er an agreement with the Soviet Union 
000,000 can tars of Egyptian cotton will be 
bartered for 200,000 tons of Russian wheat, 
the wheat to be delivered and the cotton trans¬ 
ported in Russian ships over a four-month 
period beginning on March 1. This transaction 
is similar, to one carried through with the 
Soviet Union last year but is on a much larger 
scale. It will help to alleviate the crisis caused 
by the slump m foreign demand for Egyptian 
cotton. The disposable surplus before the 
present sale to Russia was estimated to be 
nearly four million cantais. 

Russia will obtain the cotton at approxi¬ 
mately the market prices ruling here. The price 
being charged by Russia for wheat, £48 13s. a 
ton, is slightly above the world market price, 
but it is said to include freight from Odessa 
to Alexandria, 
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NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH EGYPT 


MEETING IN CAIRO 
ON SATURDAY 

Cairo, Feb. 25. —Negotiations for a 
settlement of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute 
will be reopened on Saturday. After a 
Cabinet meeting to-aight it was announced 
that the discussions would be between the 
Prime Minister, Aly Maher Pasha, and 
the British Ambassador, Sir Ralph 
Stevenson. 

In a broadcast to-night the Prime Minister 
said that the negotiations would be speedy and 
decisive—“ there would be no protraction or 
putting off.” He would consult political leaders 
and military experts at every stage requiring 
consultation, and then put the conclusions 
reached to the nation, which would have the 
last word. 

Appealing to the people to rise above per¬ 
sonal and _ party differences, the Prime 
Minister said: “ In the past, means have 
differed and methods have varied for the reali¬ 
zation of our national aims. Some of the 
steps taken have met with success, others have 
failed in spite of the strenuous efforts and 
I high patriotism of those who have cherished 
our cause since the great revolution of 1919... . 

“ To-day we are about to take another step 
towards the target, a step which we shall not 
hesitate to take now that it has become obvious 
to the whole world that Egyptians deeply 
believe m their aims, and are strongly deter¬ 
mined to achieve their rightful demands.” 

UNITY of NILE VALLEY 

The people were unanimous that evacuation 
and unity of the Nile Valley be realized, and 
he assured diem that he would not negotiate 
over the principle of evacuation, but on the 
means of implementing it and achieving the 
unity of the Nile Valley. 

4 If we do not attain any target," Maher 
Pasha continued, “ we shall go forward with 
you, strong and united, in a struggle in which 
every citizen will participate, so that no group 
shall undertake it to the exclusion of the 
other. . . . 

“ We want to achieve for you the hope of 
supporting world peace, and of participating 
with other people in preserving peace. let us 
always remember that this cannot become pos¬ 
sible except in the shadow of freedom, justice, 
order, law, confidence, and cooperation, for 
these are the bases of success.” 

A British Embassy spokesman, commenting 
on the announcement of a resumption of nego¬ 
tiations, said: “ We are very pleased.” He 
indicated that the Egyptian invitation was 
made by telephone to-day. 

The talks will be the first full-scale negotia¬ 
tions between the two countries since October, 
when Nahas Pasha’s Government abrogated 
the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian treaty. 

Anglo-Egyptian relations were among the 
questions discussed by the Pakistan Foreign 
Minister, Sir Zafrullah Khan, when he called 
on Aly Maher Pasha to-day. Sir Zafrullah 
also discussed the prospects of increasing 
political cooperation between the Muslim 
countries and the question of bringing Turkey 
into closer friendship with Arab States.— 
Reuter. 
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MIDDL E EAST D EFENCE 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—No solution of the allied problems of 
the Suez Canal and the Middle East base 
is possible which does not take into 
account two facts. The first is that, 
for the Egyptians, the 1936 treaty is 
dead and will remain dead; the second, that 
for the Egyptians the retention of British 
troops on Egyptian soil is intolerable. On 
November 12 you printed a letter from me 
advocating the establishment of a subsidiary 
base, 500 miles to the north, as part of a 
scheme for defending the Middle East, while 
at the same time opening a way to a settle¬ 
ment with Egypt. 1 now ask your permission 
to restate this proposal in slightly modified 
form. 

If Middle East defence is not to be a sham, 
the Arab countries of the fertile crescent must 
be included in the plan; otherwise Turkey’s 
southern flank will be left uncovered, stra¬ 
tegically invaluable oil will be abandoned in 
advance, and the countries themselves lefi 
to fall a prey to Communism. There is reason 
to believe that these countries would like to 
see Middle East, defence solidly organized, 
provided they themselves participated. An 
assurance regarding their rearmament, plus the 
aid of foreign missions to assist them in regard 
to training and organization, would probably 
be essential. It would be necessary also to 
satisfy them that their sovereign rights would 
be fully respected, but for this modem custom 
provides where it concerns the stationing of 
troops of one country in the territory of 
another. 

On the conclusion of a number of agree¬ 
ments, the combatant formations now on the 
canal could be transferred in part, if 
the countries concerned were willing, to, say, 
Syria and Lebanon, and in part to Cyprus. 
The defence .pf the canal could be assured 
just as well by such a force, located on the 
flank of a hostile advance from the east, as 
by keeping it sitting on the canal. Responsi¬ 
bility for the immediate protection of the 
waterway could then be assumed by the 
Egyptian Army, ste£>s being taken to recondi¬ 
tion and rearm it. Needless to say, the canal 
base would be internationalized and, in 


principle, only technical and administrative 
services retained there. The airfields would 
also remain. 

By strengthening the defence of the passes 
on the eastern border of Iraq, it might be 
hoped to provide direct protection for Kirkuk 
oil (seven million tons annually, soon to be 
13 million), but a different matter would be the 
security of the 1,000-mile pipe-line from the 
Saudi Arabian shore of the Persian Gulf to the 
Mediterranean, with its delivery of 15 million 
tons a year. For defending this pipe-line, the 
line of the Shatt el Arab would have to be 
held; yet so long as we do not know what 
action India and Pakistan would take in this 
area (vital to themselves) in the face of an 
imminent threat of war, it would be idle 
to speculate about the prospect of establishing 
such a defence. 

The Arabs must be expected to ask for a 
settlement of their grievances connected with 
Israel. But the problem of the 880,000 Arab 
refugees has been set on the way to a solution 
by the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency three-year plan recently adopted, 
although funds have still to be voted by the 
countries interested, a matter which brooks no 
delay. The other questions outstanding should 
be capable of settlement along lines acceptable 
to the Arabs, given the close cooperation 
between Britain and the United States which 
here, if anywhere, is essential. Meanwhile 
owing to Arab susceptibilities. Israel, for all 
her military strength, would have to be left 
out of the defence system. 

Yours faithfully, 

^ ‘ , CLIVE GARSIA. 

The Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W.l, Feb. 23. 


“ALIMPENDA MUNGU ” 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
. Sir,—I have just received your issue of 
February 7, in which you mention that the 
natives of Nanyuki said ** Shauri mbaya 
kabisa ” when they heard of the death of the 
King. My Mnyakeusa cook paid him, I ven¬ 
ture to think, a more fitting tribute. He said: 
“ Alimpenda Mungu,” which means both 
“ God wanted him ” and “ God loved him.” 
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SEEKING EGYPTIAN 
SETTLEMENT 


ALY MAHER PASHA’S 
LIKELY TERMS 


ARAB LEAGUE’S ROLE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Feb. 26 

Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
had further consultations with Egyptian 
experts to-day in preparation for the inter¬ 
view he is giving to the British Ambassador 
on Saturday, when he is expected to out¬ 
line his Governments ideas on the basis 
for an acceptable settlement of the Anglo- 
Egyptian dispute. Among those received 
by the Prime Minister were Fawzi Bey, 
the Egyptian delegate to the United 
Nations, and Haidar Pasha, Commander- 
in-Chief of the armed forces. 

On the British side attachment to the four- 
Power proposals as the most suitable basis 
for negotiations does not exclude readiness to 
consider carefully any alternatives that Egypt 
may have to suggest. Aly Maher Pasha’s 
approach, as his broadcast yesterday indicated, 
naturally gives priority and emphasis to the 
evacuation of Egypt by the British Array and 
the unity of the Nile Valley. But it is noted 
that he did not take a rigid position on the 
time-table for an evacuation, or on any par¬ 
ticular form of Nile Valley unity, and indica¬ 
tions are that he is thinking out a system oi 
Middle East defence to take the place of that 
based on the Anglo-Egyptian treaty and the 
British base in the canal zone. His military 
advisory committee are reported to have 
recommended that the Arab League defence 
freaty, which was directed against Israel, 
should be revised to take into account the 
danger of aggression from outside the Middle 
East. 

CONCESSION TO DIGNITY 

So there is reason to hope that Egyptian 
policy, though directed mainly to obtaining 
satisfaction of national demands, will be found 
a »r 0 to ,- t ?* cc account in a practical way ol 
the realities of the present world situation 
For once in a while the strategy of Middle 
East defence is being seriously discussed in the 
newspapers. But it would probably be illusory 
to suppose that the United Kingdom, and the 
other Powers sponsoring a Middle East com- 
mandj will not have to sacrifice something ir. 
technical military security and efficiency ir 
order to gain the voluntary cooperation of the 
Egyptian Government and people. It is cleai 
by now also that the Arab States, though 
annoyed by the summary ^Egyptian rejection 
of the four-Power proposals, will noi 
cooperate without Egypt. \Vhat seems to b« 
! necessary is to concede to the dignity ol 
Egypt and the Arab States that theirs is the 
| prime responsibility for defence of the region 
and that the western Powers envisage theii 
role as being to make good the obvious 
deficiencies of the local armies and air forces, 
. , scents possible' that the Government here 

is thinking in terms of an Arab-Egyptian 
command within the framework of the Arab 
League treaty, but linked in some way or 
another with the Atlantic Treaty’s Medi¬ 
terranean command. For the western Power? 
the form is presumably of secondary import¬ 
ance if they can obtain the substance ol 
Strategic preparedness and bases maintained ir 
such a way that they will be immediately 
available for the maintenance of large forces 
in an emergency. How far this practical 
question can be solved without compromising 
the principle of complete British evacuation 
for which Egypt stands remains to be seen 
Possibly it would be easier for the Egyptian 
Government to make concessions to request? 
by Arab States rather than to arguments, how¬ 
ever well-intentioned, of the western Powers 
The question whether the defence needs of the 
Middle East could not be most useful!) 
discussed in a circle that included some Arab 
States as well as Egypt and the four Power? 
: is one that some observers here think wortb 
; considering. ___ 
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FUTURE OF THE SUDAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, Feb. 26 

Abdulla Bey Khalil, secretary of the Umma 
Party, said to a reporter to-day: “We will 
resist any efforts to impose a foreign Crown 
on s the Sudan. We are glad that negotiations 
are being resumed, and we wish them success, 
but we maintain our right to decide the future 
of the Sudan. I do not think that Britain 
would violate her pledges to the Sudanese, 
but, if she did, the result would be disastrous. 
I believe that, if Britain and Egypt genuinely 
wish to conclude an agreement regarding the 

Sudan, they should either have the Sudanese 
represented in the discussions as a third party 
or seek their opinion.” The Sudanese news- 
ptyjer Sudan Elgedid reports that British 
officials in the Sudan Government have 
decided to resign if Egyptian sovereignty is 
imposed on the Sudan. 
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Next Steps in Egypt 

By restoring communication between the! 
British and Egyptian Governments Aly 
Maher Pasha has rendered a service to 
both countries. Much more could hardly 
have been asked of him in four weeks in 
which the new Government has inevitably 
been preoccupied with the domestic ten¬ 
sions that thrust it so suddenly into power. 
No doubt the riots of January 26 have 
brought a revulsion in Egypt against'vio¬ 
lent and solitary courses; it would, how¬ 
ever, be unwise to over-estimate the extent 
of the reaction or its probable duration. 
The new Government has been able to ex¬ 
change calls with the British and American 
Ambassadors and even to mention the 
inflammable subject of the proposed 
Middle East Command. It sent Amr Pasha 
to London, where, after attending the royal 
funeral, he had two meetings with Mr. 
Eden before returning home to report. 
From these good portents, however, it 
oujght not to be assumed that the burden 
of taking an initiative towards a settlement 
of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute can safely 
be left on Egyptian shoulders. No reason 

exists for supposing that the Egyptian 

aspirations—the evacuation of foreign 
troops and the unity of the Nile Valley 
under the Egyptian Crown—are likely to 
be abated, or that an Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment willing to abate them could retain 
power. The aims of Egyptian policy have 
not changed, however its methods may be 
reformed. 

More disturbing, it is to be doubted 
whether the hold on power of the new 
Government is more than precarious. The 
revulsion of feeling may not have gone 
very deep, and it may not last unless the 
new methods are seen to give better results 
than the old. Previous Egyptian Govern¬ 
ments have negotiated with Britain at great 
length and with no real approach to under¬ 
standing; the rupture of.last October, 
however foolishly it was precipitated, 
arose partly from a sense of frustration 
long pent up. Even to-day there is no 
evidence that the centre of gravity 
of Egyptian politics has moved away from 
the Wafd, and, chastened though the 
leaders of the Wafd may momentarily 
have been, they 'would be unlikely to 
accord tolerance to Aly Maher Pasha 
once he exposed himself to a nationalist 
attack. He may, therefore, having taken 
the initial step of resuming diplomatic 
contact, reasonably feel obliged to wait 
for some encouraging British move before 
negotiations for a settlement can safely 
begin. In the circumstances his expected 
meeting with the British Ambassador 
at the end of this week is unlikely 
to do more than seek to establish the 
ground on which negotiations might be 
attempted. 

Clearly it would be unwise for this 
country to offer encouragement which 
could not afterwards be substantiated. 
The British Government cannot properly 
expose the security of the Middle East to 
unreasonable hazards, and can fairly feel 
reluctant to withdraw their troops from 
the Canal Zone until agreed decisions 
have been reached on the future 
place of the zone in Middle Eastern de¬ 
fence. Egyptians have come to believe 
that this reluctance is a mere pretext cloak¬ 
ing a determination to deny them un¬ 
fettered control over their territory; they 
have to be convinced that they are wrong. 
Similarly, while Britain cannot revoke any 
of her promises to the Sudanese, Egyptians 
believe that this is merely a British pretext 
for holding on to the Sudan to the detri¬ 
ment of Egypt Since the charge is false, 
it should be possible to find a convincing 
way of meeting it Clearly it would be 
mistaken to disarm hostility by making 
ambiguous promises or holding out hopes 
which may not be fulfilled. It is, how¬ 
ever, for this, country to devise the first 
steps towards a settlement of these issues. 
Responsibility for the first steps cannot 
well be left to an Egyptian Government 
which enjoys no Parliamentary majority 
and is vulnerable to nationalist sentiment. 
Equally, the time available for a British 
initiative is short. 
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LEADERS MEET 
IN CAIRO 

VIEWS ON SATURDAY’S 
TALKS 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, Feb. 27 

Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
to-day received a number of Egyptian 
political leaders to hear their, vie^s on the 
Anglo-Egyptian issues which he is to begin 
discussing with the British Ambassadoryon 
Saturday. | 

Among those consulted were Salah ed4Din 
Pasha, Foreign Minister in the Wafdist 
Government which abrogated the treaty of 
alliance; Ibrahim Farag Pasha, who was acting 
Foreign Minister during Salah ed-Din’s stay 
m Paris for the United Nations General 
Assembly; Haekal Pasha, leader of the Liberal 
Party; and Abdul Hadi Pasha, leader of the 
baadist Party. 


POSSIBILITY OF ALLIANCE 
FORESEEN 

EGYPTIAN SUGGESTION 

Cairo, Feb. 27.—Wahid Raafat Bey, legal 
adviser to ; Aly Maher Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, said to-night he personally believed 
it was possible for Egypt and Britain to reach 
a regional alliance whereby Egyptian forces 
would undertake die defence and maintenance 
of a Suez Canal zone base. He outlined a plan 
which envisages a regional defence alliance 
between America, Britain. France, Turkey, and 
the Arab States/ 

It provides for the evacuation of British 
troops within an agreed period of one year 
of the signing of an alliance; the handing over 
of the Suez Canal base to Egyptian troops; 
the enlistment of foreign experts to assist in 
the maintenance of the canal base, which would 
become an allied base; the setting up of a 
defence council; and western military and 
■economic aid for Egyptian and Arab troops. 

The aim of the alliance would be to defend 
the Middle East against any invasion or 
attack, Raafat Bey said. He added: “ It is 
my personal view that Egypt would be more 
ready to reach agreement if Britain accepts 
such an alliance.”— Reuter. 
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BRITISH AMBASSADOR AT 
FAYID 

EGYPTIAN POLICE ESCORT 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

FAYID, Feb. 27 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador in Cairo, drove to the canal zone to-day 
with an Egyptian police escort for a meeting 
with the 1 British defence coordination com¬ 
mittee for the Middle East. 

Among those present at the meeting were 
General Sir Brian Robertson, Commander-in- 
Chief, Middle East Land Forces, Rear- 
Admiral I. M. R. Campbell, Senior British 
Naval Officer, Middle East, and Air Marshal 
V. E. Groom, temporary Commander-in- 
Chief, Middle East Air Forces. Sir Thomas 
Rapp, head of the British Middle East Office 
also attended. Sir Ralph Stevenson later had 
luncheon with General Sir George Erskine, 
General Officer Commanding, British Troops 
in Egypt. 

SIR ZAFRULLAH KHAN ON 
DEFENCE NEEDS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Feb. 27 

Sir Zafrullah Khan. Foreign Minister ol 
Pakistan.' has ended his visit to Egypt witt 
a tea party at which the Pakistan Legatior 
entertained leading politicians, high officials 
and Arab diplomatists. To-morrow he wil 
leave by air for Pakistan, but he will probablj 
see Nuri Pasha el Said, the Iraqi Prime 
Minister, during a two-hour, halt in Iraq. Ir 
Cairo Sir Zafrullah Khan has seen most people 
who have been connected with the Anglo 
Egyptian dispute, and has continued his gooc 
offices. 

AIR EXERCISE IN CANAL 
ZONE 

WESTMINSTER, Wednesday 

The Secretary of State for Air told the 
House of Lords this evening that no political 
significance could be attached to the air exercise 
in the Suez Canal zone. The exercise con¬ 
formed with our treaty rights, and it had beer 
properly authorized and undertaken. The 
British Ambassador in Cairo had approved. 

Lord De L’Isle and Dudley was replying 
to Lord Stansoate, the Labour peer, who had 
taken the unaccustomed course—it did not 
pass without comment—of making a motion 
for the adjournment an occasion for calling 
attention to a report of a large-scale air exercise 
m Egypt at a time when delicate negotiations 
were in progress in connexion with the treaty. 
In the Upper House, unlike the Commons, 
the adjournment motion normally goes 
undiscussed. 
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Parliament 

BRITISH AIMS IN 
MALAYA 

POLICY UNCHANGED 


HOUSE OF LORDS 1 

Wednesday, Feb. 27 < 

The Lord Chancellor look his seal on ihe ' 
Woolsack ai half past 2 o'clock. ' 

Viscount Hudson (formerly Mr. R. S. , 
Hudson) and Lord Mathers (formerly Mr. | 
G. Mathers) were introduced and subscribed 
the roll. Their sponsors were Viscount < 
Bridgeman and Viscount Swinton. and Lord , 
Burden and Lord Archibald. i 

The EARL of ONSLOW, Captain, Yeomen 1 
of the Guard, introduced a Bill to amend 1 
the rating and valuation of lands and heri- I 
tages in Scotland leased or occunied by cer- ■ 
tain public bodies, and another Bill to prevent ' 
the poaching of deer in Scotland. The Bills 1 
were read a first time. 

BABOONS IN GAMBIA ! 

The EARL of MUNSTER, Under-Secretary I 
Colonial Office, replying to a question by t 
LORD A1LWYN about the destruction of 
baboons and other monkeys in Gambia, said t 
that the British Government were aware of J 
the campaign by the Government of Gambia 1 
for the destruction of certain animal pests, ; 
particularly certain animals known to be des- < 
tractive of crops. No cases had come to notice r 
of the killing of less common animals or of £ 
others not known to be destructive of crops, s 
Administrative officers kept in close touch I 
■with the campaign, and any cases of in- £ 
humane or unnecessary destruction of [ 

animals would be brought immediately to the t 

notice of the Gambia Government. t 

TWO COURSES IN 5 
MALAYA J 

LORD OGMORE’S VIEW ' 

LORD OGMORE called attention to the j 
situation in Malaya and moved for papers. ; 
He said that the new directive given to f 
General Templer was full of pious exhorta- " 

were to be brought into effect. The Conser¬ 
vative Press had been running a kind of ; 
vendetta against Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, J 
which was against the policy of the Govern- j 
mem. There had been a spate of resigna- [ 
lions in Malaya. The Malayan problem was : 
not only a military and police problem it ■ 
had important social, political, and econo- : 
mic aspects. General Templer, to whom J 
they extended their good wishes, was a man 1 
of undoubted ability, but he had not had ‘ 
much experience of political matters. 

Two courses were open to us: either to 
rule ruthlessly and try to stamp out terrorism l 
by military means alone, or to try to obtain £ 
the wholehearted support of the bulk of the > 
population. We could not rule ruthlessly, t 
because it was not our method and, in any 1: 
case, it would not lead to success in our s 
objective. We must therefore try to pursue T 
the second course. We must appeal to the v 
Malays and the Chinese. It was necessary * 
for the Chinese to have more political power C 
and the Malays to have more economic v 
power. Up to now the British had been 
the cement which had bound these people c 
together. What would happen if the cement j 
was chipped away ? Given time, Malaya i 
could evolve as Ceylon had evolved—but was c 
there the time? 

He suggested that military and police t 
action should be prosecuted as rigorously as < 
was proper. The Government should con- < 
centrate on rural development, because if the 
rural areas became in a desperate plight t 
conditions would become very bad indeed 1 
in Malaya. t 

It was essential to grow more food. The v 
Government should not listen too much to 1 
the chairmen of the rubber companies and < 
of the tin companies, who, while declaring . 
dividends of 50 and 100 per cent., made ■ 
extraordinary allegations against the inepti- c 
tude of the late Government. He was sure 
m a year or two they would make the same t 
allegations against the present Government, c 
The Government should satisfy the popu- c 
lation about their intentions on self-govern- a 
ment. It would be a mistake to postpone C 
the forthcoming elections. They should iry a 
to obtain the consent of the rulers and other f 


authorities in Malaya to proceed along the 
road of development of federal ideas. The 
rulers should form an electoral college to 
elect one of their members to rule the Federa¬ 
tion for life, with an assembly elected by the 
people. 1 

BATTLE FOR CIVILIZATION 

Hie ARCHBISHOP of YORK said that he 
had recently been in Malaya and Singapore 
and the predominating impression he had 
Sained was of the extraordinary complexity 
and difficulty of the problem. Now and again 
he saw wonder expressed in some newspapers 
about the campaign not being carried through 
successfully and vigorously. He was sure 
that those who made these criticisms had 
never seen the jungle, which covered the 
whole of. an area as large as Britain, in 
which visibility was about 20 yards and the 
temperature that of a Turkish bath, and 
where 4,000 to 5,000 men were moving 
rapidly from place to place. 

The difficulties of fighting in those con¬ 
ditions were impossible to describe, and it 
was remarkable that so much had already 
been done in tracking down many of the 
terrorists. Many of the Chinese were sitting 
on the fence, though they were not in sym¬ 
pathy with the terrorists, because they were 
not certain what was going to happen, and 
were afraid we might have to withdraw 
because of a global war, leaving them at 
the mercy of the victorious Communists. The 
more we could reassure them that we were 
standing with them to the end the more 
required WOuW be 10 give information we 

Hie Government should see that the 
f5 m ,n |r y was kept aware of what was at stake 
m Malaya. He had broadcast recently about 
Malaya, and had received a “fan 4, mail, 
one letter of which was addressed to “ Anti- 
5”™. m Sleeves.” What struck him 

more than the abuse was the appalling ignor¬ 
ance of elementary facts shown by the writers 
some of whom were Communists, some who 
believed their country was always wrong in 
al cu-cumstanres and others were sentimen- 
talists, whose hearts were bigger than their 
heads. The letters, altogether, showed two 
grave misrepresentations which were being 
repeated m a whispering campaign; one was 
that this horrible, cruel and relentless cam¬ 
paign was a fight for freedom. But only one 
ot the ten terrorist regiments was akin to a 
Malavan regiment. The other was that the 
resettlement camps were concentration 
camps comparable to the detestable camps in 
Germany and in Russia. Barbed wire could 
also be used to keep people out as well as 
keep them in. One camp he had visited showed 
no signs of being an internment camp. 

Tribute of honour should be paid to our 
troops, who were fighting in conditions of 
daily and nightly terror, to the planters and 
their wives ana that much-criticized body, 
the police. It was impossible to speak too 
tughlv of our soldiers. This was no mere 
sideshow. It was a battle for civilization. Our 
men were holding a vital section, in a line 
which stretched from Korea to Hamburg, and 
if it was broken Burma and India would at 

LORD SALISBURY’S REPLY 

The MARQUESS of SALISBURY, Lord 
Privy Seal, said that constitutional progress 
and the conflict against Communism were 
inextricably interwoven in Malaya. The num¬ 
ber of Communist terrorists had not risen 
largely, but had not materially fallen, and were 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 3,000. 
They lived in an almost impenetrable jungle 
which covered a large part of the country, and 
were supported and supplied by a civilian 
Communist movement, and behind that there 
were thousands more collaborators. 

The terrorists were suffering substantial 
casualties and were short of ammunition. 
Their main attack had been contained, but 
it had not proved possible to prevent indivi¬ 
dual teiTonst attacks. Mr. Lyttelton's recom¬ 
mendations to the Cabinet did not involve any 
fundamental changes from the broad aims 
G Mttme t° Ma ^* ya P ursued by previous 

The Government believed they had found 
the man needed for the task m General 
Templer, and he had been git a clear 
directive as to his task. His p: ary duty 
was the restoration of law and order, and 
he had been given full operational command 
of all the forces in operation in the Federa- 
iion. He should be left to draw up the exact 
means he intended to use to carry out the 
directive. 

All these efforts, however excellent in 
themselves, would not prove effective if the 
great bulk of the Chinese people did not 
play their part in combating Communism 
and assisting constitutional advance. The 
Chinese could hardly be expected to play 



A man of few words 


Long before momentous events have become newspaper headlines, 
taciturn Tom Armstrong,* in charge of one of the paper-making 
machines at Bowaters Kemslev Mill, has run through the nm<nrint to 


s admitted to federal citizenship. The 
; importance of this common form of 
d citizenship was underlined in the directive 

- to Genera] Templer. It was for the Chinese 
e in Malaya to make the wording of the direc¬ 
tive apply to them, and the aim must be 
achieved by friendly agreement between 

; them and die Malays. It was not an easy 
s 'ask. It would be a mistake for those with- 
i out real knowledge or understanding of all 
/ the problems to assume that no progress had 
i been made. Nearly one-third of all the 
s Chinese in Malaya were already federal citi- 
, zens. and the new Bill, when it became law, 
would add another 250,000 non-Malays to 
that number. 

He entirely agreed about the desirability 
of increasing food production in Malaya. 
The Government’s policy was to work 
j towards self-government and they confidently 
, hoped that the Malayan nation would be 
within the British Commonwealth. That was 
. clearly stated in General Templer’s directive, 
t The Government believed most profoundly 
, that the progress of their policy in Malaya 

■ towards the ultimate goal would help to 
, mould and shape the destinies of south-east 

- Asia. The long struggle against Com- 
i mumsm in Malaya was no local affair. It was 
j of vital moment to the whole free world. 
v Hus conflict which cost us so dear was the 
t battle of all free men. From it- they would 
. not turn back until victory was achieved. 
: (General cheers.) 

; ' THE PRIME NEED 

LORD MILVERTON said the prime 
. need for Malaya was not self-government 
i to-morrow but ‘ government now. Fair 
t words about self-government early in the 
, future would plunge the country into the 

- S3^ os ardently desired by the Communists. 
) The office of Commissioner-General was an 
. anomaly and should be abolished, and a resi- 
. dent Minister of Cabinet rank should be 
i appointed. 

t . There was need for a shake-up in the ser- 

- , ,n „ Malaya and in the authorities in 
r Whitehall dealing with the matter. Not the 
5 least of the tasks facing General Templer was 
, to restore the morale of the Government ser- 
, vice in Malaya. 

■ LORD MANCROFT said the consti- 

: and administrative machine in 

i Malaya was quite unsuited to the situation. 

- Mr. Malcolm MacDonald had in many 
i respects done a good job of work. It was 
| an impossible job. It was the job which 
I was wrong, not the man. It was a good thing 
’ fha' the Government had extended his term 
I of office, for if he had been withdrawn it 

would have struck dismay in the Chinese 
' population. They would have criticized the! 
; §°°d intentions of the Government and have 
i doubted the British word about self-govem- 
> ment. There was heed for a change of heart! 
i among the Chinese and Malays, and also 

■ for a_ change of heart among some of the 

■ ">en in big commercial positions in Malaya.1 
| They seemed indifferent to the future of the ! 
I country. 

1 LORD KILLEARN’S HOPE * 

LORD KILLEARN said ho hoped that, 
unless the Government's new approach showed 
| definite signs of success reasonably soon, they 
; would not hesitate to take further and fuller 
• measures. 

i Hie EARL of LISTOWEL said he was 
: anxious lest Mr. MacDonald might leave his 
. post too soon, because in the last eight 
: months all the highest officials, save only he,| 
I had relinquished their appointments for one 1 
i reason or another, and their successors would 
, need his advice and experience when settling 
“*• I' was unlikely that any successor to 
I Mr -, MacDonald would be able to inspire 
confidence and friendship in Malaya in the 
t way that he had. His term of office had been 
. extended this year, and it was hoped that the 
. Government would urge him to remain on 
t ; or a further six or 12 months. For him 
. it would be a personal sacrifice, but he might 

- regard it as a public duty. 

The EARL of MUNSTER said that it was 
particularly unfortunate that savage attacks 
I should have appeared in the Press against 
r a public man who was not in a position to 
i reply, and he was surprised at the nature of; 
I the periodical which had launched the attack; 
I against the Commissioner-General for south- 

- east Asia. The Commissioner-General had no 
t direct responsibility for the direction of opera- 
: lions in Malaya and it was unfair to heap 

a mass of criticism upon his shoulders. The 
1 Government certainly agreed that Mr. Mac- 

■ Donald had done a good job of work. 

I . Until peace and tranquillity were restored 
i in Malaya, the Government would continue 
» to pursue their undoubted duty to defend 
' that country and destroy the wicked menace 
! in its midst. 

. The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

LANDING CHARGES AT AIRPORTS 

The EARL of SELKIRK, Lord-in-Waiting, 
replying to LORD OGMORE, who asked a 
question about the imposition of a service 
charge of 5s. on air lines for every passenger! 
brought to this country from abroad, said 
'hat the yield was expected to be about 
£200,000. The charge was imposed because 
it was fairest to_ the aircraft and it was 
deliberately intended to keep freight aircraft 
exempt. As there would be anomalies the 
Minister was prepared to consider represen¬ 
tations made, and that was why the charge 
would not operate before May 1. The cor¬ 
porations had been approached and said they 
preferred this action, but charter companies 
were not approached. 

AIR EXERCISE IN EGYPT 
ROUTINE TRAINING 

On the motion for the adjournment, 

VISCOUNT STANSGATE called attention 
to a report of a large-scale air exercise in 
Egypt at a time when delicate negoliations 
were in progress in connexion with the treaty. 

LOW) DE L’ISLE and DUDLEY, Secre¬ 
tary of State for Air, said it should pot go 
out from the House that there was anything 
sinister in the matter. This was an exercise 
to practise R.A.F. squadrons in the defence 
of the canal zone. It was part of the routine 
training of any air defence system and was of 
periodic occurrence. It was important that the 
actual course of the exercise should not be 
represented as the abnormal passage of low- 
flying jet aircraft over the populous parts of 

E %- nterceptions were normally attempted 
as far as possible from the area defended. 
The flying usually took place at great heights 
and often out of earshot. Flying took place 
from the R.A.F. airfields in the canal zone 
at all times in the day and night as a matter 
of general flying routine. There was no 
reason to suppose that any intensification of 
flymg would be noticeable from the ground. 
The Air Ministry had been clearly and speci¬ 
fically advised from Egypt that no one who 
had not been told about the exercise would 
have been aware that U was in progress. No 
political significance could or should be 
attached to the exercise. Training on a large 
or small scale was essential to the efficiency 
of the Royal Air Force and should not be 
interrupted unless there were strong reasons 
for stopping it. 

The exercise was in conformity with our 
treaty rights. The Egyptian authorities had 
been informed about it. The military author¬ 
ities in the canal zone were-also informed 
and raised no objection. The exercise had 
beat properly authorized and properly 
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TASKS IN EGYPT 


THE WAFD AS AN OBSTACLE TO 
AGREEMENT 

From Our Middle East Correspondent 


A determined attempt is being made by 
Aly Maher Pasha’s Government to put 
the Egyptian house in order again aftei 
the ordeal by anarchy to which it was 
submitted by the Wafd. Law and order 
have been restored. A great deal of energy 
is being devoted to the remedying of 
domestic causes -of popular discontent. 
But the future is clouded by the prospect 
of an inevitable clash between the Govern¬ 
ment and the Wafd, which, on the analogy 
of recent history, will, it is feared, stick 
at nothing to retain political power. 

Indeed, the significant feature of the 
four months which preceded the disastrous 
! January 26 was the relapse of the Wafd, 
while still the responsible Government, 
into revolutionary politics. The abroga¬ 
tion of October 8, from which so many 
ills sprang, doubtless reflected general im¬ 
patience at the lack of progress in nego¬ 
tiations with the British Government But 
: *t was well understood that by that act the 
Wafd, republican at heart, were appeal- 
I mg to the streets against the King, who 
1 they suspected was about to dismiss them 
from the seat of their peculations and 
corruptions. Tactics in the subsequent 
! conflict launched by the Wafd reflected 
a double preoccupation. They were 
designed to bring about a domestic crisis 
m which either the British would realize 
that the choice was between conceding 
Egypt’s demands and seeing Egypt reduced 
to political and economic chaos, or King 
Farouk would be provoked into dismissing 
the Wafd from office in circumstances 
which would leave them the real power 
in the land. 

INFLAMING OPINION 

To that end the Government set about 
inflaming popular opinion to a pitch at 
which any anti-British measure, whatever 
its internal consequences, enhanced the 
prestige of the Wafd. Bloodshed in the 
canal zone was welcome to it Untrained 
and ill armed schoolboys were sent to try 
conclusions with the British Army and 
then given state funerals in Cairo. Two 
attempts by the Minister of the Interior, 
Serag ed Din, to involve the police in large- 
scale clashes with the British Army mis¬ 
fired. But on January 25 the Minister— 
just after he had seen a newly married 
daughter and son-in-law off to the security 
of London—achieved triumph at Ismailia. 
Until the time of that bloodbath—three 
. British soldiers and 41 Egyptian policemen 
' were killed when our troops assaulted and 
captured the two principal police build- 
I mgs—Egyptian opinion, although pleased 
[about the abrogation, was not whole¬ 
heartedly behind the Government’s 
methods of enforcing its demands on 
the British. The Government, it was 
I realized, was stoking an engine of 
popular passions and violence which, 
as it could not remove the British Army 
was very likely to blow up under the 
Egyptian State. 

But after Ismailia there was a day and a 
half—until the storm broke in Cairo— 
e ? ^ .people as a whole were 

j filled with the spirit of resistance, regard¬ 
less of consequences. We were brought 
to the verge of a clash between the British 
.Army and the Egyptian Army, which 
: hitherto had stood aloof, in the physical 
1 sense, from the so-called national struggle. 
The retaliatory measures which the Wafd 
Government had begun to consider would 
| have helped to precipitate one. Tkere was 
; to be a rupture of diplomatic relations, 
the interning of some hundreds of British 
citizens or their expulsion and the confis¬ 
cation of their property;' and the free 
arming of the Egyptian people to fight the 
“ aggressor.” It can be assumed also that 
the Government was not averse from some 
popular reaction in the streets of the 
capital at British expense. This was for 
■ the benefit of the palace, which was known 
! to be considering whether it would not be 
1 better to take the risk to itself of dismissing 
the Government, rather than to endorse 
measures which would have incalculable 


consequences for the peace and security 
of Egypt 

The Wafd, however, had reckoned with¬ 
out new organized forces on the ground 
floor of Egyptian politics. The Socialist 
Egypt Party .and the Muslim Brotherhood 
are not only more nationalist, on the 
Anglo-Egyptian issue, than the Wafd, but 
each in its different way offers something 
more to a people desperately frustrated by 
western democracy as practised in Egypt, 
-particularly under the Wafd. The charac¬ 
ter of the rioting in January bore an 
affinity with the purposes of both. It does 
not follow that either was the ori gina l 
instigator or planner. The more expert 
hand of the Communist organizer is sus¬ 
pected of having been at work. It is the 
tactic of the Communist Party in the 
Middle East to assist local revolutionary 
and extreme nationalist parties to do its 
work for it 

fire-raising gangs 

Whoever were directly responsible, the 
Wafd Government cannot be acquitted of 
having opened the door for them, and the 
, fire-raising gangs went into action with a 
plan believed to have been prepared long 
I in advance for a suitable opportunity. In 
no sense of the word did their work of 
. destruction represent a spontaneous popu¬ 
lar reaction to Ismailia. AH it had to do 
with the Ismailia affair was that on that 
particular Saturday the police could be 
.expected to show lack of enthusiasm for 
repressing ostensibly anti-British riots. In 
'the result, the mobs were able to take 
charge of Egypt’s capital for six or seven 
hours until the Army, fortunately still 
loyal to authority, came into action. It 
•was perhaps the salvation of the regime 
that the riots were as grave as they were. 

, Martial law the same night problbly fore¬ 
stalled risings in other cities, and an 
I immeasurably greater calamity in Cairo. 
The British Army had been alerted, but 
could not have reached Cairo in time. 

The King’s hands were now freed to 
change the Government. His new Govern¬ 
ment is composed of a Prime Minister 
, who is a resolute and experienced politi¬ 
cian and a board of experts, and its task 
may be summed up as pacification. It 
recognizes that one of the ways back to 
I political stability is to restore honest 
! administration, take thought for the dis- 
. tress of the poor under the rising cost of 
1 living and open up a prospect of social and 
I economic progress for all classes. Egypt 
j since the war has been a country in which 
I the rich have steadily grown richer and 
the poor poorer. 

STRONG WAFD INFLUENCE 

The real key to the situation is the re¬ 
moval of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute from 
the field of domestic politics. It is absurd 
to suppose that the present Egyptian Gov¬ 
ernment and the British Government could 
not reach an agreement satisfactory to 
both within the framework of the flexible 
four-Power proposals. What has to be 
reckoned with is that the Wafd continues 
to be an obstacle to any agreement, how¬ 
ever favourable to Egypt It retains posi¬ 
tions of influence through a still Wafd- 
ridden administration, a majority in Par¬ 
liament, a country-wide party machine 
and the often ill-gotten wealth of leading 
members and supporters. Its opposition 
is likely to be restrained only as long as the 
memories of January 26 are still green— 
and memories are short in Egypt. No 
doubt Aly Maher Pasha would wish, 
before trying decisive conclusions with the 
Wafd, to be able to show Egypt that his 
policy .had obtained action by the British 
on evacuation of the canal zone and—per¬ 
haps immediately more helpful—on the 
equipment of the Egyptian Army to under¬ 
take larger responsibilities in defence of 
the canal. But until the Wafd has been 
deprived of all capacity to make mischief, 
security in Egypt will, it is feared, hang by 
tenuous threads, and the prospects of 
organizing Middle East defence with the 
cooperation of Egypt will remain illusory. 
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TALKS IN CAIRO 
OPEN TO-DAY 


SEEKING SETTLEMENT 
WITH BRITAIN 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, Feb. 29 

The meeting between Aly Maher Pasha, 

the Prime M inister, and Sir Ralph Steven¬ 
son, the British Ambassador, to begin 
negotiations on Anglo-Egyptian issues, 
wili take place at 11 a.m. to-morrow at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A joint 
statement will probably be issued after 
wards. Observers here are cautious in 
predicting the outcome of the negotiations. 
Success depends, it is recognized, not only 
on reasonableness and realism in both 
Lon don _ and Cairo, but also on efficient 
management by the Egyptian Government 
of the internal situation here. 

Egyptians in general do not want to have to 
go through another such period as the four 
troubled months which preceded the disastrous 1 
events of Januay 26. There is no knowing 
what subversive forces might come out on top 
in another struggle. 

But the support which Maher Pasha is re-! 
ceiving from the Wafd and the more extreme: 
political parties does not go beyond approval 
of bis effort to obtain the national demands— 
as they define them—from the United King¬ 
dom. Whether the Prime Minister is taking all 
the steps needed to establish such authority in 
the country as will enable him to obtain 
popular acceptance of a settlement that may be 
rejected by the Wafd is a point on which there 
is some difference of opinion. 

FAVOURABLE FACTORS 

Among the favourable factors is the return 
to more normal conditions in the canal zone. 
Assuming that the Egyptian Government’s atti¬ 
tude is encouraging on the question of defence 
cooperation with the western Powers, that 
might, it is thought here, lead the British Gov¬ 
ernment to contemplate an early start on the 
evacuation of forces. 

Whether it will be possible for Britain to 
meet Egypt’s ideas of a time-table for the with¬ 
drawal of all combatant forces remains to be 
seen. But if the United Kingdom Government 
could make an early decision on the question of 

assisting Egypt to equip its armed forces for 
larger responsibilities, they would do something 
to convince opinion here that the British 
interest in Middle East defence does not conceal 
any imperialist designs. 

It had been expected that Maher Pasha 
would to-morrow outline his Government’s 
ideas on a defence system to replace the Anglo- 
Egyptian treaty, and that the British Ambas¬ 
sador’s role would be mainly a listening one. 
According to one newspaper, however, the 
Prime Minister’s intention is fo ask the. 
Ambassador what the British Government’s 
proposals are for carrying through evacuation 
of the canal zone and a plebiscite in ihe 
Sudan. The newspaper adds that Egyptian 
quarters expect difficulties over King Farouk’s 
title and the question of foreign experts to 
help the F.gyptian army in maintaining the 
canal zone base after British forces have left, 

Cairo, March 1.—King Farouk prorogued 
the Egyptian Parliament early to-day on the 
recommendation of Aly Maher Pasha. The 
Constitution permits the Prime Minister to ask 
for prorogation for 30 days and to extend the 
period for another 30 days, after which he 
would either recall Parliament or dissolve it 
and hold elections within 60 days.— Reuter, 
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MIDDLE EAST DEFENCE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—Colonel Clive Garsia’s letter is 
opportune, because of the discussions shortly 
starting again with Egypt. I agree with his 
general line of argument. The defence of the 
Middle East, including the Suez Canal, is now 
better based farther north in the real Arab 
countries, in Cyprus and, I would add, in 
Turkey, the latter being the only really strong 
country in the East Mediterranean. But while 
I agree with him that “ in principle ” it would 
be desirable to have an international base in 
the canal for technical and administrative 
services and for airfields. I doubt its practical 
use. We must, of course, try to get Egypt 
to come into a four-Power agreement over 
canal defence, but the regime in Egypt is, 1 
fear, not stable enough to make any agreement 
on which a Middle East defence system could 
rely. 1 would rather count Egypt out and 
shift all bases farther north. The four Powers 
designated by the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization for Middle East defence could, 
in an emergency, reoccupy the canal to deny 
it to an enemy from the north. I submit that 
in defence matters one has to consider the 
political background of what you are defend¬ 
ing. In Egypt political conditions are too 
dangerous for reasons we all understand for 
us to rely on a firm agreement with that 
country. 

I am glad that Colonel Garsia has mentioned 
the Arab refugee problem. Unless these 
refugees are resettled under the United Nations 
scheme, it will be impossible to get the coopera¬ 
tion of Syria and the Lebanon. He is right 
also that Israel cannot become an 'integral 
part of the scheme, and hence the unwisdom 
of suggesting the shift of the main base to 
Gaza. Here again, the political background 
must influence defence plans. It is useless to 
ignore the bitterness in the Arab world against 
Israel, and although we would all like to 
include the latter her inclusion would mean 
having to count out Syria, the Lebanon, and 
Iraq. What, then, becomes of the defence 
of Turkey’s right flank or of the oilfields of 
Kirkuk and the Persian Gulf ? 

I hope Colonel Garsia does not contemplate 
abandoning the defence tine of the Shatt-el- 
Arab. the only one to protect the Kuwait and 
Bahrein oilfields. Much depends, as he says, 
on whether Pakistan will come in, and this in 
turn depends on the solution of the Kashmir 
dispute; But even without Pakistan, can we 
not build up an advanced defen.ee line on the 
lower Tigris, provided we can reach agreement 
with Iraq on the Habbanya and Basra air¬ 
fields. Next to Jordan, Iraq is the most friendly 
of the Arab States, and we have recently 
reached a realistic settlement of the oil problem 
with her. Russian aggression in the Middle 


East is not likely to take the form of a direct 
military offensive but rather of infiltration of 
elements hostile to the Arabs, such as Persians 
in Bahrein and Khurds in the Kirkuk area. 
It ought to be possible for us to help Iraq 
to deal with this last threat even without 
Pakistan. Yours faithfully, 

M. PHILIPS PRICE. 

House of Commons, Feb. 26. 


WINTER GAMES AT OSLO 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—Having returned only on Monday 
from Oslo I read with great interest in Tues¬ 
day’s issue of The Times your Correspondent’s 
article “ Some Impressions.” I would like 
to associate myself with his tribute to the Nor¬ 
wegians in which he stated that “ the sixth 
Olympic Winter Games will go down in history 
as a grand fight by a great people.” There is, 
however, another aspect of his article with 
which, I am afraid, 1 do not quite agree. He 
maintained that the Winter Games should be 
held ** in a resort built and nurtured on winter 
sports.” While this would mean everything 
near at hand for a privileged few, it would cer¬ 
tainly render impossible the participation of 
the public on the scale we witnessed in Oslo. 
Last Sunday, for instance, the Holmenkollen 
Ski-jumping Championship was attended by 
over 125,000 of Oslo’s population of about 
450,000 inhabitants. In spite of this crowd I 
was able to reach my hotei in an hour from 
the top of the hill by the regular train service. 
The main Olympic motto is: ** The important 
thing in Olympic Games is not winning but 
taking part.” That should apply also to the 
spectators. In this respect Oslo was the most 
perfect setting, a fact which, I feel, should 
also be put on record. Yours, &c., 

T. MARFFY-M ANTUANO. 

16, Chester Row, S.W.l, Feb. 26. 


SOVEREIGNS’ TITLES 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—While, no doubt, it was not until the 
reign of Edward III that the use of a number 
after the Sovereign's name came into common 
use. it had been employed earlier on the 
coinage. The silver pence issued at many 
mints in 1248 have the legend HENR1CVS 
REX III, while others read HENRICVS REX 
TERC1. The same king's much more attrac¬ 
tive, but short-lived, gold coin of 1257 also 
bore the legend HENRICVS REX III. 

Yours faithfully, 

^ „ MICHAEL MACLAGAN. 

Trinity College, Oxford. 
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ISRAEL’S RELATIONS 
WITH ARABS 


SIR ZAFRULLAH KHAN’S 
CONSULTATIONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

TEL AVIV, March 2 
Government quarters here have not been 
surprised by the latest developments in 
Cairo. It was felt that Aly Maher Pasha’s 
Government would be unable to bear the 
strain of negotiations with Britain, and 
there is a feeling that the British Govern¬ 
ment’s approach to the whole problem of 
negotiations has been realistic. 

Apart from the related question of a Middle 
East command, in which this country is directly 
interested, the replacement of Aly Maher Pasha 
by Neguib el-Hilaly Pasha is being studied 
here for its possible bearing upon Egyptian 
readiness to negotiate with Israel for a settle¬ 
ment of the differences between the two coun¬ 
tries. There has lately been increasing evi¬ 
dence to suggest that Egypt has given serious 
thought to peace negotiations with Israel; and 
this evidence has been given special signifi¬ 
cance by Sir Zafrullah Khan, the Pakistani 
Foreign Minister, who is reported to have 
again emphasized the need of peace between 
Israel and the Arab States on his return to 
Karachi to-day after visiting Cairo and 
Baghdad. 

KEY TO PROBLEM 

. He made his first appeal for peace negotia¬ 
tions in Cairo, and it is thought here that he 
must have done so with the approval of his 
Egyptian hosts. The Israeli Government, 
while welcoming signs of a change of heart, or 
of approach, in the Arab capitals, and especi¬ 
ally in Egypt—which Mr. Ben-Gurion, the 
Prime Minister, has long considered to be the 
key to the problem of Israel’s relationships in 
the Middle East—has tended to regard peace 
hints from Cairo as merely an Egyptian' 
manoeuvre. It was surmised that it was bound 
up with an Egyptian attempt to persuade the 
western Powers to accept as the basis of a 1 
Middle East command the Arab League 
security pact, which is regarded here as having 
been brought into being solely as a military 
instrument for use against Israel. It is 
pointed out that in the original United Nations 
debate on the partition of Palestine in 1947 
Sir Zafrullah Khan was the most effective 
champion of the Arab cause, and that since 
then Pakistan has consistently refused to have 
anything to do with Israel. 

The Fact that its Foreign Minister should 
now be warmly urging peace between Israel 
and her Muslim neighbours is therefore 
regarded here as encouraging, and has raised 
hopes that relations between Israel and 
Pakistan might become at least as friendly as 
those between Israel and India, or between 
Israel and Turkey, which though a Muslim 
State, has established a friendly association 
with Israel without in any way damaging her 
relations with the Arab States. 
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SUSPENSION OF EGYPTIAN 
PARLIAMENT 


NEW PRIME MINISTER’S FIRST STEP 

Neguib el-Hilaly Pasha, who has succeeded Aly Maher Pasha as 
Egyptian Prime Minister, has formed a Government and announced 
the suspension of Parliament for a month. 

Aly Maher Pasha’s downfall is attributed to his policy of 
temporizing with the Wafd extremists—an internal issue. 

The new Government is expected to follow the same course as 
its predecessor would have done in negotiations with the British. 


NATIONAL AIMS 
UNCHANGED 

FIRM ACTION AGAINST) 
EXTREMISTS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, March 2 

Aly Maher Pasha’s Government fell 
yesterday after the two key Ministers had 
handed their resignations to the Prime | 
Minister, and Hilaly Pasha, an eminent 
Egyptian lawyer, assumed office in the 
early hours of this morning at the 
head of another Cabinet of independent 
politicians and experts. The new Ministry 


wd to have promised their support. They 
been asking for a "purge" such as 
appears to be promised by Hilaly Pasha. By 
’ " •• Tc attitude of the Wafd is 


;d Rural Affairs— Taha el- 



THE WAFD MAJORITY 

The British Ambassador was to have 
met Aly Maher Pasha yesterday morning, 
but, having contracted a chill the night 
before, he excused himself. When Aly 
Maher Pasha’s resignation was announced 
it was at first connected with this post¬ 
ponement of Anglo-Egyptian negotia¬ 
tions. But it was Teamed that the crisis 
was the result of a division of opinion 
between Ministers on an internal issue— 


CAUSES OF ALY MAHER 
PASHA’S DOWNFALL 

POLICY OF TEMPORIZING 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

As the resignation of the Egyptian 
Government was due to internal reasons, 
official comment was available at the 
Foreign Office yesterday. It was, however, 
made clear that the change makes no 
''ifference to British readiness to negotiate. 
• d if , cd*bu d * a ' IhC ne80lia, ‘ om wiU row 
cm of Aly Maher PashafeU before, andnot 
ter, negotiations had begun. It cannot now 
- said that any British intransigence during 
negotiations was responsible for Aly Maber 
asha's resignation. * 

Aly Maher Pasha, when he took office after 
te riots of January 26, was faced with a three- 
responsibility for the riots lay and punish the 
offenders, and Jo negotiate with the British. 

ultimately responsible 
teveral hundreds of the 
The delay has 


recess for a month. In this country that 
procedure is frequently a prelude to dis¬ 
solution. Aly Maher Pasha, whose policy 
had been so far as possible to keep the 
support of all political parties, was 
apparently against taking action that 
would particularly offend the Wafd, 
which has a majority in Parliament. But 
his critics have urged that a Wafd Parlia¬ 
ment is an obstacle to the measures that 
still need to be taken for security and 
stability in Egypt. 

The crisis was touched off by newspaper 
reports yesterday morning that Ah' Maher 

aft ■sKs’ st 

month A meeting of the Cabinet was sum-: 

issued to the effect that the Government had 
indeed been ready to adjourn Parliammu mo 

a credit of £E5m. for ffiej 
The statement added, however, that a subse- 

Par! iament had mt 


QUESTION OF DIGNITY 

Two of Aly I 




iea._ 

'■ influences working against him which AJy 
alter Pasha made when he resigned, it seems 
it his policy of temporizing with the Wafd 
tremists lost him the confidence of those in 
Egypt who have been alarmed by the riots. 
Hilaly Pasha has lost no time in declaring that 
he will seek oul those really responsible for the 
rioting, and will attack corruption in the 
administration. 

Hilaly Pasha, a former professor of law, has 
a high reputation for honesty and has In recent 
months been regarded as a possible leader of 
progressive elements in the Wafd. Before his 
expulsion from the party he had given evidence 
sere of the Wafd party, in a case 
of Interior, there is 

"«rSrJsn*FKE 

werful group led by Scrag el-Din 



d Egypt against being exposed 

: to anarchy and_ destruction, 
corruption from Egyptian public life. The 

HE? 

. L 

that severe measures will have to •- 

heal Egyptian public life, but tb 




EXPULSION FROM WAFD 


Hilaly 


laly Pasha, who is in his earl 
of many able and energet 

"2i r r? ho ^ ,e ^ ea P o ±!i; 


^t sb . 


res 


th his expulsion in November, 
me previously he had not been 

... —.—her, and he refused to accept 

Cabinet office when Nahas Pasha returned to 
three earlier Governments—two of them Wafd | 
Four of Aly Maher’s Ministers have'accepi 

office under Hilaly Pasha They inch 

Maraghy Bey, who adds to the portfolio of t__ 
over all security forces thus "rests^ 0 but 
eminently capable hands. The new F 
Minister, Hassuna Pasha, was Pem».,..„, 

ssrasrAfi’JSWRass 

tion in Aly Maher Pasha's Government 1 
The implications of the change of O m „i.. 
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approach will presumably be that of his pre¬ 
decessor—to obtain the evacuation of the 
British from the canal zone and recognition 
will^ollow’may'rary^in detaif but^ft^Fvary 
wouIdS”® fr ° m lha ‘ WhiCh Aly Mah?r Pasha 

Inevitably tK^I h now h hTdelay^DstartingI 
the negotiations, but the change may make for 
speed in the end. Aly Maber, as Foreign 
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;h Palace this evening. The Minister 

assafranasainB 

to-night that the universities have 


EGYPTIAN PARLIAMENT 
SUSPENDED 

Cairo. March 2.—Neguib el-Hilaly Pasha, 


CANAL ZONE ALERT 

RETURN TO IS MART A OF 
SOME UNDESIRABLES 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, March 2 

There has been an air of extra alertness 
tnd readiness among the canal zone forces 
during the week-end, partly because of the 
change of Government in Cairo and the 
possibility of disturbances in the capital 
night, and partly because there have 

u minor reminders of latent tension 
within the zone itself. 

European residents in Ismailia have noticed 
a less pleasant atmosphere in the town during 


fighting on January 25. The 


through 2 |he y tar§;d^wreoordoi; 
British oe* 


ay dispersed. During the same 
— were heard from an adjoining 

-, — a British patrol made a fruitless 

i journey to investigate. There was a disturbance 
at the Caracol, which includes the town gaol, 
yesterday morning. About 70 prisoners corn- 


yesterday morning, 
warninj shots 


l o br.he« 


OVER £800,000 STOLEN 


NEW YORK, March 2 
to the police on Friday that while he 
a casino 

taining more than 1300,000 in cash, jewelry 
valued at $50,000 to $100,000, and negotiable 
securities worth between Jim. and S2m. 
overlooked by the thieves, in taatasfsa 
another million dollars’ worth of negotiable 


SIR THOMAS BEECHAM’S 
ILLNESS 
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CAUSES OF ALY MAHER 
PASHA’S DOWNFALL 


POLICY OF TEMPORIZING 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

As the resignation of the Egyptian 
Government was due to internal reasons, 
no official comment was available at the 
Foreign Office yesterday. It was, however, 
made clear that the change makes no 
difference to British readiness to negotiate. 

It is regretted that the negotiations will now 
be delayed, but it is fortunate that the Govern¬ 
ment of Aly Maher Pasha fell before, and not 
after, negotiations had begun. It cannot now 
be said that any British intransigence during 
negotiations was responsible for Aly Maher 
Pasha’s resignation. 1 

Aly Maher Pasha, when he took office after 
the riots of January 26, was faced with a three¬ 
fold task: to restore order, to discover where 
responsibility for the riots lay and punish the 
offenders, and to negotiate with the British. 
He accomplished the restoration of order, but 
failed to pursue those ultimately responsible 
for ihe riots, although several hundreds of the 
smaller fry were imprisoned. The delay has 
helped the extremist Wafd leaders, such as 
Serag: el-Din Pasha, the former Minister of the 
Interior, whose policy of inciting nationalist 
bitterness had created the atmosphere in which 
the riots became possible. From the references 
to influences working against him which Aly 
Maher Pasha made when he resigned, it seems 
that his policy of temporizing with the Wafd 
extremists lost him the confidence of those in 
Egypt who have been alarmed by the riots. 
Hilaly Pasha has lost no time in declaring that 
he will seek out those really responsible for the 
rioting, and will attack corruption in the 
administration. 

Hilaly Pasha, a former professor of law, has 
a high reputation for honesty and has in recent 
months been regarded as a possible leader of 
progressive elements in the Wafd. Before his 
expulsion from the party he had given evidence 
against members of the Wafd party, in a case 
concerning the ** tapping ” of telephones. As 
this involved the Ministry of Interior, there is 
evidently bitter opposition between those mem¬ 
bers of the Wafd who admire Hilaly Pasha 
and the powerful group led by Serag el-Din 
Pasha. 
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It seems that one phase has drawn to a 
close in the lamentable struggle between 
Britain and Egypt for the achievement of! 
their respective ends in the Middle East,* 
The skirmishing in the canal zone has died 
down and tempers are momentarily cooled. 
There is time now to examine the Suez 
problem in a wider context, as part of the 
greater conundrum posed by the need for 
the western world to ensure the security 
of the Middle East, with its oil and its 
routes to the west, against any possible 
aggression. 

The proposals for an allied command 
presented to Egypt by Britain, the United. 
States, France, and Turkey, though they 
perhaps offer a way out of the Suez! 


MIDDLE EAST DEFENCE 


STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE 
CANAL ZONE 

From our Special Correspondent in the Canal Zone 



—-, are concerned less with the canal 

itself and its immediate vicinity than with 
me whole vast area, stretching from the 
Bosphorus through the Levant to the old 
battlefields of North Africa, which may 
be considered to form the Middle East 
m the military sense of the term. The 
British Army has successfully held its 
positions in the canal zone, at what cost 
it is not yet possible to say; but the Anglo- 
Egyptian treaty is in any case valid in 
its present form only until 1956, and it 
has become ever more clear in the past 
four months that a base operating in the 
zone without the consent and the friend- nc ' 
ship of Egypt is at best unsatisfactory and i 
at the veiy worst unworkable. The new 
problem is therefore not how to maintain 
a status quo in the zone, but how to ensure 
that the stronghold plays its full part in 
the regional defence of the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

As the hub of Middle East de¬ 
fence the Suez base is more important 
for the stores it contains than for the 
forces that are its garrison. If an enemy 
launched an attack through Turkey or 
Persia the troops normally in the canal 
zone could do little more than hold the 
invading forces as far north as possible 
until reinforcements arrived; but the pres¬ 
ence in the zone of large quantities of war¬ 
time stores, well maintained and ready for 
immediate issue, would mean that the rein- 
toremg divisions were ready for action in 
sufficiently short time. 


disposition of troops 

Strategically, it may not be absolutely! 
essential that British fighting formations 
should be stationed in the zone. In an, 
emergency they could be shipped and 
flown in from elsewhere. Recent events,! 
however, have shown that for tactical 
and political reasons it is desirable 
to have an adequate force within the 
zone so long as there is a possibility of a 
return to instability and terrorism in 
Egypt—and indeed even in more normal 
times many inhabitants of the canal zone 
made their living by drawing upon British 
stores without the necessary authority. 

If the zone is viewed in this way, as «, 
dump rather than as a barracks, it can the 
more easily be seen how indispensable it 
is as the major centre of allied power in 
the Middle East. For the handling of 
large quantities of materials ports, good 
communications, and labour are primary i 
essentials. In time of war the British 
forces in Egypt would no doubt have at 1 
men disposal not only the docks of Port 
Said, Suez, and Fanara in the zone itself, 
but also the great port of Alexandria. 

Egypt enjoys the benefits of a double 
une of exterior communication, from the 
north through the Mediterranean, from 
the south through the Red Sea. In another 
conflict the base would again assume 
huge proportions—a ponderous, complex 

structure, part technical, part industrial, 
devoted to the supply and reinforcement 
of armies in the field. Without vast 
expenditure and much lost time, such a 
complicated organism could not be trans¬ 
ferred elsewhere in the Middle East; and 
indeed most of the suggested alternative 
sites Cyprus, Malta, Tobruk, Akaba, and 
Gaza—were clearly not designed by 
nature, or by history for such a role, 
though each of them would no doubt play 
important subsidiary parts in another war. 
In any case, even if another site could be 
found both geographically and politically 
suitable, most people would agree, and the 
Americans perhaps most forcibly, that this 
is hardly the time for wholesale changes 
m strategic dispositions. The Egyptian 
base therefore remains irreplaceable, and 


the four-Power proposals inevitably 
envisage it as the core of any new Middle 
East defence arrangement. 

So far the other Middle East States have 
not been invited to take part in the pro¬ 
posed command, though, of course, they 
have been watching developments with 
more than a detached interest. At present 
there is something approaching a vacuum 
between Turkey, the northern bastion of 
the eastern Mediterranean, and the British 
forces in Egypt. Between lie a number of 
small States of varying degrees of military 
preparedness. Iraq, which has her own 
differences with Britain on the subject of 
air bases, has a serviceable army and air 
force and could make a useful but limited 
contribution to common defence. Jordan 
would no doubt make available the excel¬ 
lent Arab Legion, and could provide an 
additional small port at Akaba. The 
Lebanon contains the good harbour of 
Beirut. Syria suffers from political 
instability. Israel, militarily perhaps the 
most powerful of all, is in an invidious 
position vis-a-vis Middle Eastern defence 
because she is still technically at war with 
the Arab Powers. None of them is likely 
to accept the idea of working alongside 
her or of allowing her troops to enter its 
territory. Away to the south, Saudi Arabia 
is linked almost indissolubly, by the magic 
bonds of oil, with the United States. 


three major forces 

In this patchwork of nations, with 
so many different colours and so many 
dropped stitches, three major forces exert 
themselves—Turkey, Egypt, and the west, 
more or less in the abstract For each the 
four-Power proposals are of great signifi¬ 
cance. Turkey might well bear the first 
brunt of an assault on the Middle East 
from the north, and, indeed, such an 
attack might come across her territory. 
She is already linked, militarily, with the 
United States and to a lesser extent with 
Britain. She is now a full member of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza¬ 
tion. She has committed herself to 
play a part in the proposed allied com¬ 
mand for the Middle East In a war her 
forces might be the vital link between 
Admiral Carney’s command and the 
Middle East forces; and the presence of 
an international defence structure in the 
Middle East would strengthen her flanks 
and ensure a friendly rear. 

To Egypt the proposals offer a new 
status as a Power. If she accepted them 
she would not only contribute forces on 
an equal footing with those of the other 
participating Powers. She would also play 
an important part in the direction of 
Middle East defence, and might provide a 
commanding general for the combined 
allied forces in Egypt itself. It is true that 
the proposed structure would not satisfy 
one of Egypt’s two great national ambi¬ 
tions—the removal from her soil of all 
foreign soldiers; but it would at least 
enhance her prestige, strengthen her 
economy, and increase her power. It 
would also (though this is a consideration 
that escapes many Egyptians) do much to 
ensure her security. 

A NEW RELATIONSHIP 

There remains the west It matters little, 
if a broad enough view be taken, which 
Power acts as the major representative in 
the Middle East of the western com¬ 
munities, though it may be thought 
important that British prestige should not 

suffer in any shifting of responsibility. 

Though Egyptians may find it hard to 
accept the presence of any foreign forces 
in the canal zone, at least the accusation 
of national self-aggrandisement, which 
has so bedevilled relations between Britain 
and many potential friends, will no longer 
carry even specious weight If British 
forces remain preponderant in the new 
command, as they indubitably will, they 
remain only as representatives of a great 
and pacific alliance, indeed of a civiliza¬ 
tion which is itself in part derived from 
the lands of the Middle East To many 
observers it seems that the four-Power 
proposals offer not only a new measure of 
stability in defence, but a new opportunity 
to regain the friendship and comradeship 
of the Arab world. 

For Britain the establishment of an 
allied command would mean material and 
moral support and the easing of burden¬ 
some responsibilities. For the western 
world it would provide new reassurances 
against the Soviet threat. But to the Arab 
world it would bring, besides added stabi¬ 
lity and safety, an entirely new relation¬ 
ship with the west; and to Egypt it would 
give a place among the Powers, a voice 
among great voices, and, to use a 
dangerous but not ignoble phrase, peace 
with honour. 
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HILALY PASHA 
AND BRITAIN 


PREPARATION FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS 

HOPE OF EARLY START 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, March 3 

Hilaly Pasha, the new Prime Minister, 
began his study of Anglo-Egyptian issues 
on his first day of office, and he said 
to-night that he hoped to be ready for 
negotiations soon. During the day he 
received the military and other advisers 
j who were consulted by Aly Maher Pasha, 
| his predecessor, in preparation for the 
; meeting he was to have had with the 
British Ambassador on Saturday. 

Parliament was adjourned for one month 
to-day by royal decree, as had been expected. 
The newspapers predict that a dissolution will 
follow. Under the constitution elections 
.would then have to take place within three 
months. Hilaly Pasha said in reply to ques¬ 
tions to-night that he would not hesitate to 
resort to a general election when tranquillity 
in the country was restored. His statement 
otherwise added little to what he said in the 
letter to King Farouk in which he accepted 
office. Newspapers had inferred that the 
“ clean-up ” of public life would be given 
priority over the realization of the national 
demands on the United Kingdom, but Hilaly 
Pasha reassured them. 

The timing of the change of Government has 
naturally led to the mischievous suggestion that 
Aly Maher Pasha fell because the British 
Government were likely to find him too diffi¬ 
cult, and some Press comment urges on the 
Prime Minister that the maintenance of 
national unity to get rid of the British Army 
—whose presence in Egypt, one newspaper 
says, is the root of all corruption—should be 
put before any other consideration. 

ORIGIN OF FORTUNES 

It is clear that the cause of the fall of the 
| last Government was the feeling of some 
■ Ministers that stronger measures than Aly 
Maher Pasha was ready to contemplate were 
necessary to place law and order in Egypt on 
| a more solid basis. These are likely to involve 
! action to show a red light to all who were 
; in any way responsible for the anarchy and 
destruction of January 26. It is said that the 
public prosecutor’s report on die administra¬ 
tion’s share of the responsibility will be taken 
up by the new Government almost imme¬ 
diately. It may be decided to carry out firmly 
and boldly the Origin of Fortunes Act, under 
which all persons who have held public office 
since 1939 may be forced to disclose the source 
of their property. Preparations for the new 
elections may include changes in the law to 
reduce the element of financial influence. These 
matters touch sensitive nerves in the Wafd. 
A meeting of the party executive to decide its 
attitude to the new Government has been 
summoned for to-morrow. 

The British .Ambassador is still under 
medical treatment and will not be able to 
undertake any engagements for a few days. 
EGYPTIAN ASPIRATIONS 

The newspaper Akhbar el Yom, which is in 
close touch with the new Government, to-day 
reminds the British that the evacuation of 
Egypt by British forces is the unanimous 
demand of the Egyptian people. Egyptians 
believe they can defend their country if 
supplied with arms and ammunition by demo¬ 
cratic Powers. Once they have become free 
the Egyptian people will be more prepared to 
come to an understanding with the western 
Powers. The Opposition’s quarrel with the 
Wafd Government was not that the Wafd did 
not adopt pro,per methods in the dispute with 
Britain, but that it failed to organize the 
struggle against Britain. With the removal 
of the Wafd Cabinet the nation was now 
stronger, and the whole people would take part 
in the struggle if Britain refused to concede 
their national aspirations. 

The leftist Rose el Yussel urges that prepara¬ 
tions should be made now to resume the 
struggle in case the negotiations with Britain 
should fail to produce the desired results. The 
present, the newspaper says, can be regarded 
as a period of truce, to enable Egypt to recover 
from January 26 and the British to reconsider 
their policy. 
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ambassador to see 

HILALY PASHA 


DESIRE FOR TALKS SOON 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 4 

Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, announced to-night that Sir 
Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador, 
had asked to see him. An appointment is 
understood to have been made for 11 
o clock on Thursday morning. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson is now convalescent, 
but has not yet been' out. Thursday’s appoint¬ 
ment is for the purpose of making the 
customary courtesy call on the new head of 
the Government, and the Ambassador will also 
call on Hassouna Pasha, Minister, of Foreign 
Affairs, and some other members of the 
Government. It is to be expected that some 
reference will be made in the course of the 
Ambassador’s interviews to the possibility of 
beginning Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. There 
are indications that Hilaly Pasha is as anxious 
as the British Government that the change of 
Government here should cause no delay. 

To-day, for the second day in succession, 
the Egyptian Foreign Minister had consulta¬ 
tions with Amr Pasha, foreign affairs adviser 

die Royal cabinet, Fawzi Bey, delegate to 
the United Nations, and Andraos Bey, the 
Ambassador to Greece, on the line of approach 
to Anglo-Egyptian issues that the Egyptian 
Government should adopt when the negotia¬ 
tions begin. An article in El Ahram lo-day is 
interesting for the unusual emphasis given to 
the Sudan question. The unity of the Nile 
valley, the newspaper says, is from Egypt’s 
viewpoint more vital than evacuation of the 
canal zone. 

X1 U e Wafd Party executive met to-day, with 
Nahas Pasha iji the chair, to consider its atti¬ 
tude to the new Government, but adjourned 
until Sunday without issuing any statement. 
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THE CHIEFTAIN CUP 


HISTORICAL PERSONAGE 
OF KING MINOS 

In the rooms of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, Burlington House, yesterday. Sir 
John Forsdyke gave a lecture, arranged 
by the British School of Archaeology at 
Athens, on King Minos of Knossos, whom 
he presented not as a mythological char¬ 
acter but as a historical person with a 
contemporary portrait. 

Sir John Forsdyke said that the so-called 
Chieftain Cup, now in the museum at Candia, 
was a small black stone vessel, about 4£in. high, 
found in the Minoan palace of Hagia Triada, 
Crete, 50 years ago. It was carved with five 
figures of men in low relief. The subject had 
not previously been explained satisfactorily, 
and he cited archaeological evidence to iden¬ 
tify the principal figure as the portrait of a 
Cretan king and to determine his date. 

The late Sir Arthur Evans had been the first 
to set the solution on the right lines by recog¬ 
nizing the sacerdotal element in the whole 
composition. This, said the lecturer, repre- 
isented a priest, bearing the instruments of 
sacrifice, appearing before a king who was 



holding a staff that was clearly a sceptre. 
Behind the priest came three men who were 
bearing not shields but skins—the results of 
the sacrifice—and these were being offered to 
the kmg. 

The cup could not be later than 1400 b.c., 
when the palace of Hagia Triada was destroyed! 
Comparison of the king’s and priest’s costumes 
with paintings on the walls of several tombs 
at Thebes in which Cretan embassies to the 
court of Thothmes III of Egypt were repre- 
sented, suggested a date of about 1470 b.c. 

The Minos of Homer was not a Cretan king 
but an Achaean conqueror of about 1250 b.c. ; 
but there were references to an earlier Minos’ 
Greek tradition was agreed that Minos had 
command of the sea, and the highest point of 
Cretan sea-power was in the first half of the 
fifteenth century b.c. That was the date which 
the Parian Chronicle (a Greek inscription in 
the Ashmolear. Museum, Oxford) assigned to 
“ the earlier Minos.” It was this king, said 
Sir John Forsdyke, whom he regarded as the 

king portrayed, perhaps ideally but not con¬ 
ventionally, on the cup. 
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EGYPTIAN TERMS FOR 
SETTLEMENT 


HILALY PASHA’S ATTITUDE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 7 j 

Hilaly Pasha, the new Egyptian Prime 
Minister, is not a man to disclose his mind 
prematurely on important issues, but the 
attention of observers here has been caught 
to-day by identical forecasts, made in two 
newspapers friendly to the Government, 
of his approach to the Anglo-Egyptian 
issues. 

These suggest that the Prime Minister would 
like to obtain, at an early stage of the negotia¬ 
tions, acceptance by the British Government 
of the principles of evacuation of the canal 
zone and the unity of the Nile Valley, the 
second of which would be in the form of 
recognition of King Farouk’s title. It is indi¬ 
cated, although not specifically stated, that 
once these principles were accepted by the 
United Kingdom—the details could be worked 
out afterwards—Egypt would be prepared to 
accept some form of regional defence system. 

This approach doubtless has the needs of the 
internal situation in mind. Aly Maher Pasha, 
the outgoing Prime Minister, had gained credit 
in the country by pouring oil on troubled 
waters and by his work in the social field. The 
new Government has still to win its spurs—it 
has been welcomed mainly with the eulogies of 
its predecessor—and cannot hope to enjoy even 
the temporary neutrality of the Wafd. An early 
success in the negotiations with the United 
Kingdom would do much to create a state of 
public opinion here in which efforts to exploit 
the Anglo-Egyptian issues for party purposes 
would be less dangerous. It would also 
buttress the Government in its measures to pui 
Egyptian political life on a stable basis again. 

Presumably it is realized here that the 
British Government could not acknowledge the 
K.mg s title without reservation, but in view of 
Egyptian acceptance of the principle of self- 
determination for the Sudanese it is not seen 
why that difficulty should be insuperable. For 
the more moderate political circles here the 
principle of evacuation does not exclude the 
maintenance of a military base in the canal 
zone, with some help from foreign technicians, 
for the benefit of regional defence. It does, 
however, vary the four-Power proposals in ex¬ 
cluding the presence of foreign combatant 
troops in the canal zone in time of peace. The 
implications of evacuation in terms of- air 
defence are not yet clear. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

RELATIONS 


CONSULTATIONS IN 
CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 9 

Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, is 
reported to have had further discussions 
with his Foreign Minister during the week¬ 
end on the line of policy to be adopted 
when the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations 
begin. So far as is known, neither has yet 
made another appointment with the 
British Ambassador, and the Press is 
beginning to show some impatience. 

The action which the Government may take 
on the public prosecutor’s forthright report 
concerning the riots in Cairo on January 26 is 
awaited with almost as much interest. As'had 
been expected, Fuad Serag ed-Din Pasha, 
secretary-general of the Wafd Party, who was 
Minister of the Interior at the time of the 
riots, comes out of the inquiry very badly, as 
do several high officials of the security services 
and senior police officers. 

Maraghy Bey, Minister of the Interior, is 
reported to-day as having said that those found 
responsible would be brought to trial, but the 
public prosecutor has advised shat the sins of 
omission of the former Minister and his offi¬ 
cials on January 26 are not such as to bring 
them within the scope of the criminal law. 

ADVICE REJECTED 

The essence of the public prosecutor’s report 
is that Serag ed-Din Pasha had made no plan 
to cope with the troubles, which were to be 
foreseen after the Ismailia affair and the 
publicity which he had given to it. The 
Minister, in fact, rejected the advice of his 

director-general of security that universities 

and schools should remain closed. 

Although it was obvious from early morning 
on January 26 that the police could not be 
counted upon to put down demonstrations, as 
late as 11 a.ra. the Minister did not take the 
advice of one of his officials to ask immedi¬ 
ately for the assistance of the Army. But for 
that, the report states, most of the piliage and 
arson in Cairo could have been prevented. 
Out of 700 attacks made on business or other 
premises during the day only seven occurred 
after the Army had eventually been brought 
mto action. 

The public prosecutor’s record of the 
Minister’s inadequacies on the day of the dis¬ 
orders would, in most countries, preclude his 
being entrusted with public office again. Popu¬ 
lar judgment in Egypt, however, is not quite 
straightforward on affairs which are related in 
any way to national aspirations, and the 
Government’s decision to publish in full the 
indictment of this powerful politician indicates 
that it is determined to pursue a firm policy 
on the internal from. 

"Die British Ambassador went by car to-day 
! to Fayid, in the canal zone, for a talk with Sir 
Roger Makins, Deputy Under-Secretary at the 
Foreign Office, who made a halt there on his 
way home from his tour of countries in the 
Persian Gulf area. 


TWO OFFICERS MISSING 

IN CANAL ZONE 

Ismailia, March 9. —Army and RAF 
rescue boats searched the Great Bitter Lake' in 
the Suez Canal zone, for more than six hours 
to-nijpit for two officers of the Grenadier 
Guards who have been missing in a sailing 
boat since early this afternoon. A military 
spokesman said it was thought that the officers’ 
boat might have been blown across to the 
eastern snore of the Jake. The search would 

be resumed at dawn to-morrow, he added_ 

Reuter. 
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IMPROVEMENT IN 
CANAL ZONE 


LABOUR SITUATION AT 
PORT SAID 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

PORT SAID, March 13 

The labour situation in Port Said docks 
has now returned almost to normal. 
Egyptian workers are mooring, unloading, 
and supplying with water vessels passing 
through the port, including those carrying 
cargoes for the British forces in the canal 
zone. 

By a curious paradox almost the only ships 
unloading at Port Said to-day are those with 
military cargoes, although the ban on handling 
them has never been officially withdrawn. 
During the five-month strike most shipowners 
preferred to send cargoes to Alexandria or 
other Middle Eastern ports, and it will no 
doubt be many weeks before such arrange¬ 
ments can be superseded. 

Ihere is a noticeably improved atmosphere 
in the city, which has been in a state of econo¬ 
mic stagnation since the strike began last 
October. Yesterday the streets were'full of 
passengers from a Swedish liner, and protective 
police were much in evidence. Earlier in the 
week passengers from the British liner 
Himalaya did their generous best to restore 
the fortunes of the quayside stores. 

. The return to normal conditions will be par¬ 
ticularly welcome to the British military autho¬ 
rities. Elsewhere in the canal zone the situa¬ 
tion, apart from labour shortages, remains 
encouraging and unfriendly incidents are 
hardly more common than they were before 
the abrogation of the Anglo-Egyptian treaty. 
Employees of the Egyptian State railways are 
reported to be willing to deal with . British 
military trains again. This will further ease 
the strain on the railway experts of the Royal 
Engineers, both regular and reservist, who have 
coped magnificently with the dangers and diffi¬ 
culties of the past few months. 

It is possible that in the coming weeks Egyp¬ 
tians will be allowed to 'return to those areas 
ol Ismailia under British occupation, and the 
Egyptian authorities are reported to have made 
renewed requests to General Erskine for such 
a concession. For the moment at least, British 
troops are likely to remain in the European 
section of the town if only for their psycholo¬ 
gical value. 

The lack of Egyptian labour is still the 
gravest problem facing the British authorities 
in the zone. The return to work is gradual, 
and is perhaps unlikely to be greatly hastened 
until the political position in Egypt is clarified 
and Anglo-Egyptian relations stabilized. In 
the meantime the British Army is to reward 
civilian workers who stayed at work through¬ 
out the disturbances by a bonus of one month's 
pay—though, this will not be paid, as the official 
statement hastens to point out, to “ wives, sons, 
or daughters of serving officers or soldiers.” 
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HILALY PASHA ON 
WAFD’S RECORD 


25 YEARS OF FAILURE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 16 

Hilaly Pasha yesterday made a broad¬ 
cast—his first since he became Prime Mini¬ 
ster two weeks ago—to the Egyptian 
people. It was notable for its criticism of 
the Wafd Party in terras which would 
suggest that the new Government is 
becoming surer of its position in the 
country. 

The Prime Minister promised that he would 
do his utmost to obtain evacuation by the 
British and unity of the Nile Valley, but it 
would be against public interest for him to 
disclose his plans. It was not for the Wafd 
to complain that he had not achieved either 
objective within a few days. They had failed 
over a period of 25 years. 

The Wafd in their handling of national 
aspirations had subjected Egypt to a long cam¬ 
paign of deceit which had been designed to 
serve only the political interest which they had 
at heart—retention of political power by the 
Wafd. The Wafd were now seeking to mis¬ 
lead the people again by placing the blame for 
the January 26 disturbances elsewhere than it 
had been placed by the Public Prosecutor’s 
report—on the shoulders of the Wafd. They 
were demanding the abolition of martial law, 
but at the same time, said the Prime Minister, 
they, were planning new sedition which would 
expose the country once more to anarchy and 
destruction. 

THE LONDON EMBASSY 

Hilaly Pasha has been slow to get his own 
policy under way, but there are signs that his 
Government may pass from the stage of study 
to that of action this week. Amr Pasha has 
just_ been released from his duties as foreign 
affairs adviser to the royal cabinet. That is 
taken to mean that the Government hopes he 
can usefully resume charge of the London 
Embassy soon. Unofficial forecasts that the 
Egyptian Government would like the British 
to give the negotiations a good start by accept¬ 
ing the principle of evacuation and acknow¬ 
ledging the King's title probably remain not 
very wide of the mark. 

At what point or in what form Egypt would 
be ready to accept the principle of organized 
defence for the Middle East is not so clear. 
Hilaly Pasha made no reference to that aspect 
of the question in his speech yesterday, but 
Heykal Pasha, leader of the Liberal Constitu¬ 
tionalists, who are supporting the present 
Government, was quoted to-day as having 
said: * We are prepared to defend the Middle 
East, within our own frontiers, on condition 
that evacuation and unity are realized.” 

On the domestic front the Government is 
expected to launch this week a bold attack on 
corruption. This step, it is hoped, may win it 
some popularity in the country, and may give 
another shake to the cohesion of the Wafd, 
which, as recent party meetings showed, has 
been strained by the riots on January 26. 
Otherwise it will be difficult for the Govern¬ 
ment, which has not any organized backing of 

its own, to put through a reasonable settlement 
with the British against the cold war—or worse 
—that will be waged against it by the Wafd 
leadership. 

ANOTHER DANGER 

It makes matters no better for the Govern¬ 
ment that Egypt is in danger of being engulfed 
by an economic and financial crisis caused by 
the stagnation of the cotton market. Presum¬ 
ably it would not be argued that Britain could 
solve Egypt’s internal difficulties by making 
concessions that left her defenceless. But 
liberal elements who tend to regard Hilaly 
Pasha’s Government as a last chance to arrest 
•the drift into extremism hope at least foT an 
early gesture from Britain sufficiently substan-i 
! tial to prove to the Egyptians—against all; 
Wafd propaganda—that the national aspira-, 
tions can be achieved by way of peaceful 
negotiation. 

Cairo, March 16.—Eight Egyptians were 
sentenced to terms of imprisonment varying 
from six to 15 years to-day for fire-raising and 
| looting during the Cairo riots on January 26. 
Fourteen others, including one deaf mute, were 
I acquitted by the supreme military court in the 
second of a series of trials under martial law.— 

Reuter. 
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IRAQ RATIFIES. ARAB 
SECURITY PACT 

Baghdad, March 16.—The Iraq Parliament 
to-day ratified the Arab League collective 
security pact, signed by Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen in Cairo on 
February 2, 1951. The pact binds member 
Sta tes mto a military and economic alliance. It 
is modelled on the Atlantic Pact and provides 
for mutual aid in case of attack from any 

source, including from an Arab country.— 
Reuter . 


THE QUEEN TO ATTEND 
ROYAL SHOW 

i 

The Queen, accompanied by the Duke of 
Edinburgh, will attend on July 2 the second day 
of the Royal Show at Stover Park, Newton 
Abbot, Devon. It is hoped that the Princess 
Royal, who will be visiting Devon at that'time, 
will be able to open the show. 
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COTTON CRISIS IN 
EGYPT 

GOVERNMENT ENTERS 
MARKET 


From Our Own Correspondent 


CAIRO, March 17 

After a meeting to-night devoted 
entirely to the crisis in the Alexandria 
cotton market, Dr. Motaal, the Finance 
Minister, informed the Press that the 
Government had decided to enter the 
market for the purchase of July contracts 
for long staple cotton at a minimum price 
of 125 tallaries a kantar, and for medium 
staple at 72 taliaris. Dr. Motaal added 
that this action had been taken to ensure 
that, prices did not fall below the Govern¬ 
ment's guaranteed minimum. He believed 
that before the end of the present season 
the cotton now in stock would be exported, 
that foreign confidence in Egypt’s cotton 
policy would be restored, and that the 
Government would then be able to with¬ 
draw from the market 

The essence of the situation is that the Wafd 
Government followed a price policy which 
made Egyptian cotton unsaleable in a falling 
world market. Their successors have the task 
of getting cotton moving abroad again—at 
almost any price. Cotton is the only substan¬ 
tial Egyptian source of foreign exchange, and 
the export tax on cotton is an important part 
of the Government’s revenue. 

Another aspect of the problem is that of 
spreading losses over exporters, middlemen, 
and growers in the ways least catastrophic to 
any of them. The losses are severe in view of 
the large amount of trading done early in the 
season on the assumption that the high export 
prices which the Government had fixed could 
1 a " d . would be maintained. Measures to 
i alleviate merchants’ losses by permitting them 
to liquidate contracts at prices lower than they 
had undertaken to pay, but still somewhat 
mgher than those at which it was thought 
they would be able to export, were defeated by 
further falls in export prices. The amount of 
cotton still unsold is estimated at four million 
Kantars, half of which is long staple and half 
good-quality medium staple. That is at 
present prices about £100m. worth—a sum 
equivalent to more than half of the total ex¬ 
port trade of Egypt last year. 

In terms of tax revenue the unsold cotton 
represents £l4m., an important item in a 
Budget of £200m., which, partly because of the 
ravages of the Wafd’s national struggle, is 
already heading for a deficit. Prices af Alex¬ 
andria have fallen from 170 taliaris to 115 for 
long staple and from 120 to 80 for medium 
staple, but at these levels the only buyer has 
been the Misr Bank, which has entered the 
market to obtain 500,000 kantars of medium 
staple that the Government has contracted to 
send to Russia in exchange for wheat. 


POLITICAL EFFECTS 

At this late stage in the season most foreign 
buyers, including the British Raw Cotton Com¬ 
mission, have probably covered their needs 
elsewhere and are turning their interest to next 
season’s crop. It is an unfortunate coincidence 
m Anglo-Egyptian relations that the Raw 
Cotton Commission has not needed to enter 
the market this season on anything like the 
same scale as last. 

How serious the impact of the slump will 
be on Egypt’s capacity to import foodstuffs 
and essential manufactured goods and on the 
budgetary position depends on how soon cotton 
gets moving again, and at what prices. In any 
event cotton provides so much of the national 
income that a fall in prices must have a depres¬ 
sive effect, of which there are already signs 
throughout the whole economy of the country. 
The discontent of growers who have seen 
cotton fall from the high prices maintained 
by the Wafd will have political repercussions 
which may affect the chances of an Anglo- 
Egyptian settlement. 

Reports that some leading Egyptian 

exporters and brokers are unable to meet their 
liabilities are evidently premature. British 
merchants and banks io the cotton market are 
understood to have suffered losses, but not 
on an unduly embarrassing scale. 


NEW EGYPTIAN POLITICAL 
POST 

Cairo, March 17.—The Egyptian Minister of 
the Interior, Mortada el Maraghy Bev, to-day 
created a new post of Under-Secretarv of State 
for Internal Political Affairs. Lewa Mohamed 
Imam Ibrahim, chief of the political police, 
was appointed to the post. 

Three police chiefs were fined to-day for 
“ failure to perform their duties ” during the 
rioting on January 26. For taking part in the 
attack on a Cairo tea-room called “ A I’Ameri- 
caine,” four Egyptians were each sentenced to 
seven years’ imprisonment—in two cases with 
hard labour.— Reuter. 
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HILALY PASHA’S PRECAUTIONS 
AGAINST WAFD 


TWO LEADERS ORDERED OUT OF CAIRO 

Hilaiy Pasha has ordered Serag ed-Din Pasha, secretary-general 
of the Wafd and formerly Minister of the Interior, and Abdel Fattah 
Hassan Pasha, another Wafd ex-Minister, to leave Cairo and retire 
to their country homes. 

The Egyptian Prime Minister’s action is interpreted as being 
aimed at forestalling Wafd attempts to stir np trouble for the Govern¬ 
ment throughout the country. 

The British Army in the canal zone is restoring Ismailia so far I 
as possible to Egyptian control. 


NO REPETITION 
OF RIOTING 


PRIME MINISTER’S 
DETERMINATION 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, March IS 

The Prime Minister, in his capacity as 
Military Governor-General, last night 
ordered Serag ed-Din Pasha, secretary- 
general of the Wafd, and Abdel Fattah 
Hassan Pasha, who was Minister of Social 
Affairs in the Wafd Cabinet, to retire to 
their country homes at Bilbeis and 
Bassioun in Lower Egypt. Both politicians 
left Cairo in compliance with the order at 
2 o'clock this morning. 

Serag ed-Din Pasha was Minister of the 
Interior and was therefore responsible for 
security on January 26 when disastrous 
damage was done in Cairo by fire-raising and 
pillage. He came badly out of the public 
prosecutor’s report on the administrative 
responsibility for that day’s events. The same 
report contained, unflattering reference to the 
role of the Minister of Social Affairs. It is not 
thought, however, that Hilaiy Pasha’s order 
arises out of that report. It is more probably 
a move to forestall attempts by the Wafd 
executive to foment violent trouble for the 
Government throughout Egypt. The Prime 
Minister accused the Wafd in a speech on 
Saturday of hatching new sedition “ which 
cotud expose Egypt to a repetition of 
January 26, anarchy and destruction.” 

VIRULENT EXTREMIST 

Hilaiy Pasha’s order deprives the Wafd 
machine—which is . the party’s greatest 
strength—°f its director. It also removes 
another turbulent politician to a scene where 
his capacity for mischief will be limited, 
xtassan Pasha is one of the most virulent 
extremists on national issues. The Prime 
Minister is evidently determined to create 
domestic conditions—the first of which is law 
and order—in which an Anglo-Egypcian 
settlement will be possible, and also to pursue 
I!! measures, which will hit 

me Warn m particular, on a scale that mav 
restore public confidence in the Egyptian 
system of government. A number of Wafd 
members of Parliament are reported to be 
Hflaly e pa3ia transferring thcir support to 

An order was made to-day by the Prime 
Minister for tile removal of the private yacht 
owned by Mme. Nahas, wife of Nahas Pasha, 
irorn a handsome new quay on the Nile in 
Cairo. The quay was built last autumn on the 
instruction of the Minister of Public Works as 
a u xi h J 0r a Government-owned ship named 
the Mahassen. The work was to be begun and 
finished within a week. The estimated cost of 
the quay, with electrical and other installations, 
was about £E5,400. The planned dimensions 
ot the quay appear to have been larger than 
were required to berth the Mahassen, and the 
only ship which has been berthed there is a 
Jarger one, named the Stidan, oxvned by Mme. 
Nahas. Hilaiy Pasha, in ordering the removal 
of Mme Nahas's ship, directs that the new 
quay and the adjacent gardens shall be con¬ 
verted into a children’s playground. 

.The Sudan is a Nile steamer of 500 tons, 
•with accommodation for 80 passengers. She is 
understood to have been sold to Serag ed-Din 
Pasha for £E7,000. 


A CALCULATED RISK 
AT ISMAILIA 


EGYPTIAN CONTROL TO 
BE RESTORED 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, March 18 
The local Egyptian authorities have 
been informed of steps to be taken by the 
British Army to restore Ismailia so far as 
possible to Egyptian control and jurisdic¬ 
tion. General Sir Hugh $tockwell, com¬ 
manding the 3rd Infantry Division, met 
Ali Helmy Bey, the sub-Govemor of 
Ismailia, this morning, and told him that 
the evacuation of those areas of the town 
now under military occupation would] 
: begin on Thursday, two months to the day 
after the imposition of army control. 
POLICE COOPERATION 
The barbed-wire cordon surrounding the 
area is to be removed progressively day by 
day to allow inhabitants to. return to their 
.homes, and the operation is expected to be 
completed by Saturday. The Egyptian police 
are to cooperate, ana the sub-Govemor has 
accepted responsibility for the subsequent 
security of the town, though British patrols 
wm continue and troops will remain in the] 
lEuropenn quarter In addition, British posts 
win be maintained at night along the eastern 
i extremity of the native quarter to prevent any! 
' a?eas Sirab 68 fr ° m entering the European' 
General Erskine’s decision to remove his 
whfr P h Q V ai Mobarned Ali district,, 

which was formerly a notorious centre of! 
terrorism, is m the nature of a calculated risk. 1 
it is a concession to Egyptian sentiment of 
I ? op 5 ar appeal > a gesture affecting the 
.e °™ ,nai T Egyptians to a greater extent] 
I than, for example, the lifting ot road blocks! 
or the return of arms to the police. It will 
mean for many people the end of a period of: 
hardship. At the same time many returning 
householders may be vociferous in their claims 
tor compensation for losses, both real and 
imaginary, and Anglophobia among the esti¬ 
mated 8,000 Egyptians who will be moving 
back into their homes may be intensified as 
much by the return as by the original eviction. 

TEMPTING SIGHT 

News of stem anti-Wafd action in Cairo 
may inflame political acerbities. The sight of 
British vehicles moving along the Quai 
Mohamed Ali, for so long out of bounds, may 
be too great a temptation for any terrorists 
remaining in the houses overlooking the Sweet 
Water Canal. 

The possibility of renewed disturbances in 
the district certainly cannot be discounted. But 
there is one fundamental difference between 
the situation in Ismailia now and in the worst 
days of canal zone terrorism. At the begin¬ 
ning of the year the Egyptian police, burning 
with nationalist feeling of one kind or another 
and riddled with corruption, did nothing to 
prevent sniping in the Quai Mohamed Ali 
and may have taken part in it; now it seems 
probable that under British tutelage, with a 
different Government in Cairo, and with the 
Boulac el Nizam safely out of the region, they 
will be rather more professional in their 
conduct. 
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Israel and the Middle East 

The Foreign Minister of Israel, Mr. 
Moshe Sharett, has lately had talks 
with. Mr. Eden. He came to this 
country mainly to explain to the 
Jewish community how the ideals of 
Zionism are being worked out and 
to seek help for the great task of 
resettling Jewish refugees in the new 
State. It was plainly useful, however, 
that Mr. Eden and Mr. Shareit should 
be able to compare notes about the major 
interest which both Britain and Israel have 
in the defence of the Middle East against 
aggression. It became clear during the 
last session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations in Paris that some, at 
least, of the Arab States believe that par¬ 
ticipation by Israel in regional defence 
arrangements need not rule out Arab par¬ 
ticipation, provided certain guarantees are 
given by the western Powers. More 
recently, the Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan has declared in Cairo, in 
Baghdad, and again in Karachi, that peace 
between the Arab States and Israel is an 
essential preliminary to any defence pact 
in the Middle East; and the suggestion has 
been taken up by some Egyptian news¬ 
papers that circulate widely throughout 
the Arab world. 

There is a growing belief in several Arab 
countries that there is now real need 
for effective regional arrangements for 
defence. Egyptian leaders outside the 
Wafd party now know that some way 
must be found of reconciling Egyptian 
national aspirations in the canal zone and 
in the Sudan with the urgent require¬ 
ments of Middle East security. The need 
for some such reconciliation as the basis 
of an Anglo-Egyptian settlement has 
already been urged by Nuri Pasha and 
by King Abdul Aziz Al Saud, as well as 
now by the Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan. Egyptian thought seems to 
be turning in favour of making the 
Arab League security pact — which 
Jordan and Iraq have lately ratified 
in spite of their earlier abstention—the 
basis for a regional arrangement. In Tel 
Aviv, however, it is felt that a pact origin¬ 
ally directed against Israel could hardly 
be suitable without substantial alteration; 
but if only a handful of Arab statesmen 
are beginning to see that the adjust¬ 
ment of relations between the Arab 
world and the western Powers and the 
making of peace between the Arab States 
and Israel are two parts of the same prob¬ 
lem of Middle Eastern defence there is 
some hope of advance. If an understand¬ 
ing between Britain and Egypt could be 
reached, followed by an understanding 
between Egypt and Israel, the political 
landscane of the Middle East would look 
very different to any aggressor. But these 
must still appear formidable conditions 
for peace and progress in this vital part of 
the world. 
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MORE “ RETIREMENTS ” 

IN EGYPT 

FOUR OFFICIALS AFFECTED 

Cairo, March 20. —King Farouk last 
night ordered three police chiefs and the 

acting Governor of Cairo into retirement 
because of their failure to quell the rioting 

on January 26, the Interior Ministry said 

to-day. 


Ahmed Mortada el Maraghi, the Minister 

of the Interior, who made the announcement, 
said the four are: General Morad el Kholy, 
Commander of the Regular Police; General 
Ahmed Abdel Hadi, Director of the Regular 
Police; Brigadier Mohamed Aly, Commander 

of the Auxiliary Police; and Acting Governor 
Mahmoud el Bedini Bey. 

The Minister said the decree was issued after 
a two-hour Cabinet meeting at which the 
Prime Minister, Hilaly Pasha, presided. The 
purpose of the meeting, he said, was to fix 
administrative responsibility for the “ black 
Saturday ” disorders .—Associated Press . 
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The conference of women members of the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union 
passed a resolution yesterday calling for 
a substantial pay increase, (p. 2) ■ 

POLITICS 

In the House of Lords yesterday Lord 
Silkin initiated a debate on education. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord 
Pakenham, and Lord De La Ware were 
among those who took part. (p. 7) 

In the House of Commons Civil Supple¬ 
mentary estimates were considered in 
Committee of Supply, ((p. 7) 

The Parliamentary Labour Party decided 
yesterday to readopt the standing orders 
which were revised and adopted in the 
1945-46 session, and went on to con¬ 
sider a new form of standing orders. 
(P. 4) _ 

TROUBLED EGYPT 

By his bold action against the Wafd, 
Hilaly Pasha has deliberately brought 
into the open a conflict of internal forces 
in Egypt which the national dispute with 
Britain had tended to conceal beneath a 
surface of unity. In doing so the Egyp¬ 
tian Prime Minister has not lessened 
the Anglo-Egyptian dispute or reduced 
the urgency of finding a settlement for it 
It is true that he has made plain that the 
sources of disturbance and frustration in 
the national life of Egypt are not one 
but two; the corruption and ineffective¬ 
ness of government in Egypt have been 
sources not less malignant than the 
emotion springing from a national griev- 
lance. The two have become, however, 
closely inter-woven. The Wafd main¬ 
tained itself in power long after many of 
its leaders had become hopelessly stained 
and compromised by the corrupt uses 
which they made of their offices. They 
retained their position by the simple 
device of claiming the national aspirations 
exclusively as their own. The device may 
not yet have lost its magic. The Wafd 
still controls the majority in Parliament 
(at present suspended) and it has the only 
political machine in Egypt which has 
shown itself capable of organizing 
popular support nationally. 

For this reason, and because its 
nationalist traditions have not lost their 
appeal, however much they have been 
tarnished, the Wafd has always been able 
to make good against the other Egyptian 
parties its claim to a monopoly of resist¬ 
ance to the national “ enemy ”—Britain. 
In the autumn, by choosing the methods 
of violence and disorder in the canal 
zone, the Wafd asserted this monopoly of 
national leadership at the expense of the 
security and stability of the State itself. 


this fact, but only the Crown itself was 
strong enough to take action. Kino 
Farouk, who has shown himself to be a 
far more serious and more formidable 
person than was commonly supposed, 
reserved his intervention until the riots of 
January 26 made the threat to the security 
of the State manifest and visible. When 
he did aot, he first replaced Nahas Pasha 
as Prime Minister by Aly Maher Pasha, 
who undertook not only to pursue the 
national demands on Britain but also to 
maintain public order and the rule of law. 
Aly Maher Pasha's effort to reassert the 
law was no doubt sincere, but it pointedly 
stopped short of an open conflict with the 
Wafd; he sought instead to secure, if not 
the support, at least the tolerance of the 
Wafd majority in Parliament for an 
attempt to negotiate with the British 
Government At the beginning of March 
the King replaced him by Hilaly Pasha, 
who thus took office with the additional 
commitments of punishing corruption and 
pinning responsibility for the January 
riots on the appropriate persons, however 
eminent they might be. 

Either of these excellent intentions, if 
pressed, makes compromise impossible 
between the Wafd and the new Govern¬ 
ment Hilaly Pasha, a respected dissident 
who himself left the Wafd for wholly 
creditable reasons, has shown that he does 
not propose to be deflected. His enterprise 
will, however, be hazardous, and the Wafd 
opposition to it is unlikely to keep within 
the limits of conventional political 


least be open again for an agreement 
to end the dispute with Britain. The alter-’ 
native is that power will return into the 
hands of the Wafd. It is dear where the 
interests of Britain—and of Egypt—lie. 

Labour’s Standing Orders 
The public can have no completely 
detailed account of yesterday's private 
meeting of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party. It knows that the suspension of the 
standing orders of the Parliamentary 
party (which bind its members to carry 
out its decisions) has been rescinded, and 
that the Parliamentary party found very 
little time to consider the proposed new 
standing orders. Discussion of these has 
been postponed to some future meeting 
It is certain that there will be much bicker¬ 
ing over the precise wording, of this new 
draft, but in the end it is likely to be 
accepted without changes of real sub¬ 
stance, if the leaders insist on it The 
fact is that Mr. Bevan and his associates 
are in a weak position to criticize any new 
draft At the meeting of the Parliamentary 
party a week ago last Tuesday they voted 
for the compromise resolution, moved by 
Mr. Strauss and Mr. Strachey, by 
which the party decided, among other 
things, “ to impose such standing orders 
as will make it obligatory’ on all members 
to carry out decisions of the Parlia¬ 
mentary party, taking into account the 
traditional conscience clause.” Having 
committed themselves to this, it is difficult 
for Mr. Bevan and his friends to raise 
substantial objections to some strengthen¬ 
ing of the existing standing orders. 

There seems to be a danger that the 
whole question of standing orders will be 
allowed to get out of perspective. The 

Labour Party's right—indeed, any party’s 
right—to withdraw the Whip from any 
member exists irrespective of the existence 
or non-existence of standing orders. The 
Labour Party demonstrated this clearly 
enough in 1948 and 1949 when it expelled 
Mr, Edwards, Mr. Hutchinson. Mr. 
Zilliacus. Mr. Platts-Mills. and Mr. 
Sollby, although at the time the standing 
orders of the Parliamentary party were 
suspended. The discussion about the 
precise form which the standing orders 
should take cannot, therefore, touch the 
real nerve of the problem. They have their 
importance in that they provide the party 
with some formal basis on which to rest 
j the exercise of its authority, but that 
[authority exists independently of them. 
Nor can too much importance be, read 
[ into the “ traditional conscience clause,” 
which is supposed to provide an escape 
for those who hold strong views on 
! questions like religion and temperance, but 
no more Any suggestion that it might 
be extended to cover major political issues 
would be illogical, impracticable, and 
unacceptable to the majority of the 
Parliamentary party. 

The fact that the proposed new draft of 
the standing orders has apparently aroused 
disquiet, even among those who are not 
associated with Mr. Bevan, reveals some¬ 
thing of the mood of the Parliamentary 
party. Its members arc anxious above all 
to prevent a needless split in the party, and 
are therefore suspicious of any form of 
standing orders which might tempt the 
leadership into a premature display of 
authority. For example, the existing 
standing orders contain a specific refer- 
ence to “persistent refusal to observe the 
decisions of the Parliamentary party.” 
Many members would regard it as unfor¬ 
tunate if, in the new draft, the word 
persistent” were dropped, so that first 
offences could be dealt with more drasti¬ 
cally To outsiders it will perhaps seem 
that the leaders would be unwise to press 
for too severe a code of conduct In the 
past Labour leaders have demonstrated 
often enough that the gentle art of per¬ 
suasion can usually achieve without bitter¬ 
ness what harsh disciplinary measures 
could have achieved only with much 
bickering and heart-searching. Frank and 
courageous leadership is far preferable to 
driving a party in which differences of 
opinion are suppressed but not removed. 
It is this second course which creates 


in the small hours of Tuesday had two of 
the most formidable of the Wafd leaders 
removed to their country residences—act¬ 
ing, by an irony, under the powers of 
martial law assumed by Nahas Pasha on 
his last day of office, which was the day 
of the riots. If he succeeds in neutralizing 
the power of his opponents to make 
trouble in the streets, Hilaly Pasha will 
then be faced with the problem of depriv¬ 
ing the Wafd party machine of its com¬ 
mand of the electoral system; unless this 
is successfully done he can hardly face 
Parliament. 

The Egyptian Prime Minister cannot 
expect to succeed in Heating the domestic 
evils of his country if he fails to settle, the 
dispute with Britain. No doubt a firm 
domestic policy is essential to gain for 
the new Government enough authority 
and a sufficient following- to secure the 
acceptance of any settlement with Britain 
that may be reached. Once the authority 
and following are gained, however, they 
could not be retained for long against a 
background of unsatisfied national griev¬ 
ance. Neither side in the domestic 
Egyptian conflict is in any degree disposed 
to drop the national claims against Britain. 
From the British point of view the differ¬ 
ence between them lies in the fact that the 
side of the Kino and of Hilaly Pasha 
is open to negotiation—and possibly, 
therefore, to a reasonable settlement—and 
the other side, the Wafd, is not 

It would evidently be hopeless to 
expect that the problem of Anglo- 
Egyptian relations can be kept clear of the 
internal tensions in Egypt or that a British 
initiative can wait until the domestic pros¬ 
pect in Egypt is entirely clear. This is 
the crux for British policy; to wait for 
the dust to settle would be to risk the 
chance of peace. The British interest in the 
canal zone requires an amicable arrange¬ 
ment which wDl meet the Egyptians but 
preserve a workable base on the canal 
| for western strategy. It does not require 
I the maintenance of the status quo, which 
[ is unsatisfactory and might at a critical 
time become unworkable; and no means 
ought now to be neglected to reassure the 


occupied section of Ismailia town, which 
begins to-day, is welcome as a contribution 
to this end. It has been made possible by 
the courage and restraint of the two 
Governments that have succeeded that of 
Nahas Pasha, and its logical sequel 
should be to seek the first reasonable 
opportunity of withdrawing from Egypt 
some of the British reinforcements which 
were sent there at the height of the tension. 
The conflict inside Egypt stands in the 
balance. If Hilaly Pasha’ can make 
effective the authority which he has 
asserted by his latest action the way will at 


Germ Warfare 

It is hard to follow all the workings of 
the Chinese mind when, day after day, 
the Peking radio declares that the Ameri¬ 
can air forces are dropping phials of germs 
in North Korea and Manchuria. Obvi¬ 
ously typhus, plague, or other deadly 
diseases have broken out as they tend to 
do whenever men are living in primitive 
conditions without adequate health ser¬ 
vices ; and equally obviously the Chinese 
authorities are fanning hatred against the 
Americans among their own people, who 
have already been taught to believe the 
worst of the enemy. What is more puzzling 
is the use that the Chinese and Russians 
are making of the allegations in their pro¬ 
paganda to western countries. At the 
meeting of the United Nations disarma¬ 
ment commission in New York the Soviet 
delegate demanded that the American 
“ atrocities ” should be condemned. Evi¬ 
dently the Communists think that the 
allegations could be a new wedge for 
splitting the Americans from their allies. 
If so, they show a complete lack of under¬ 
standing of the western community. The 
deliberate spreading of disease is so 
abhorrent to the western mind that no 
one in the west believes for a moment that 
the Americans, or any other people of the 
United Nations, have ever considered 
using so vile a method of warfare. 

Inquiry turns back immediately to the 
Chinese motives. The passion which the 
Chinese put into -the allegations almost 
suggests that they have come to believe 
them. They may, indeed, be arguing in 
the way that Communist prosecutors and 
judges often argue during one of their own 
trials, assuming objective conditions to be 
the result of deliberate motive. An 
engineer whose machine breaks down, 
and thereby causes delays in the factory, 
is accused of sabotage and sentenced as 
though he had thrown sand into the 
works. In the same way the Chinese 
authorities may say that the diseases have 
broken out because of the war, that the 
war was the result of United Nations— 

and that therefore the Americans are as 
much responsible for the diseases as if 
they had deliberately dropped the germs. 
By telescoping the argument in the way 
that has become familiar in Communist 
trials, they say that the Americans have 
indeed dropped the germs—and accept 
such subjective reasoning as if it were 


4ver, may be to flatter their motives! They 
may intend the campaign to be a warning 
that any American airmen forced down, 
especially across the Yalu river, may be 
faced with capital charges; and they may 
intend it as a more general warning to 
the air force commanders not to order 
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REGIONAL GROUPING 
IN MIDDLE EAST 


POSSIBLE INCLUSION OF 
PAKISTAN 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 20 

Dr. Fadl el Jamali, who led the Iraq 
delegation to the recent session of the 
Assembly of the United Nations,.is in 
Cairo for a few days after a visit to 
Karachi, and was received by Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, to-day. Dr. 
Jamah also called on the British 
Ambassador. 

Dr. Jamali’s activities appear to be con¬ 
nected with stirrings in the direction of some 
form of regional grouping in this part of the 
world. Sentiment in favour of including 
Pakistan is said to be strong in the capitals 
pf some Arab States, and Sir Zafrullah Khan 
in the course of his recent tour of the Middle 
East is known to have reacted favourably so 
far as cooperation in the economic, financial, 
social, and ^ cultural fields is concerned. 
Egypt s position might be more reserved. The 
position of leadership which Egypt holds 
within the Arab League could not wholly be 
maintained in a grouping that included the 
largest and strongest of the Muslim States. 
There is talk, nevertheless, of holding a con¬ 
ference of Prime Ministers and Foreign 
Ministers of Arab States, Egypt, and Pakistan 
at Karachi next month, out of which a per¬ 
manent consultative council might, - it is 
suggested, emerge. 

Dr. Jamali is credited also with desiring to 
coordinate the views of Egypt and Iraq on 
defence, with a view to cooperation with 
the western Powers on the basis of arrange¬ 
ments consistent with full sovereignly of 
Egypt and all the Arab States. 

Mr. M. J Creswell, the British Minister, 
to-day made his first official call on Hassouna 
Pasha, the Foreign Minister. 
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A MI DDLE E AST BASE 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—Your leading article of March 19, 
stressing the need and expressing the hope for 
an understanding between Israel, Egypt, andi 
the other Arab countries, leads me to ask ; 
whether such an understanding might not 1 
facilitate the selection of an alternative site 
for a United Nations base in the Middle East, 
having, as does the canal zone, a back door: 

opening on to the Red Sea. I refer to the 
area stretching from Gaza and Rafa to Akaba. I 
Were Akaba to be developed as a port, and 
port facilities, perhaps of a ** Mulberry ”' 
nature, created near Gaza, and these two port 
areas connected by a railway, the framework 
® mihtary ^ ase wou ld be established. 

The area might, however, be short of good 
drinking water. Israel has for a long time 
had a scheme to run a pipe-line from the 
mouth of the Liiani River, in Lebanon, to the 1 
Neget. Such a project, difficult for Israel to 
execute alone, might become a possibility with ! 
United Nations help, political and financial. 
A base in this area would cost much money, 
but would it cost much more than might well 
be spent in maintaining the base in Egypt 
against Egyptian opposition ? On the other | 
hand money spent on developing the ports ! 
and water supply in the Gaza-Akaba areal 
would greatly benefit Jordan and Israel. 

Yours faithfully, i 
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DISSOLUTION IN 
EGYPT 


ELECTIONS IN MAY 


HILALY PASHA MEETS 
SIR R. STEVENSON 

From Qur Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, March 23 

The Egyptian Cabinet to-night decided 
to ask King Faroulc to dissolve Parliament 
to-morrow and to appoint May 18 as the 
date for elections. Second ballots on un¬ 
decided constituencies will take place on 
May 22 and the new Parliament will meet 
on May 31. 

Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, yester¬ 
day made his first contact with the British 
Ambassador for the discussion of Anglo- 
Egyptian issues. A joint statement issued 
afterwards said there had been an 
exchange of views of an exploratory 
character. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson was accompanied by 
Mr. Michael Creswell, Minister in the Em¬ 
bassy here. With Hilaly Pasha was Hassouna 
Pasha, the Foreign Minister, and Amr Pasha, 
the Egyptian Ambassador to Britain. The 
discussions lasted one hour and 20 minutes. 
Hilaly Pasha was later received by King 
Farouk, to whom he is stated to have made 
a full report on what had taken place. 
Egyptian official quarters were at pains to-day 
to make it clear that yesterday’s meeting was 
not the start of Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. 
It is probable, indeed, that discussion was 
mamly on the question of how to begin- 

IMPORTANT DETAILS 


The Press has. contained strong hints that 
Hilaly Pasha may wish for a preliminary 
declaration by the British Government acknow¬ 
ledging the evacuation of the canal zone to 
be the object of the negotiations and making 
a gesture to the unity of the Nile Valley by 
recognizing the royal title. It is not dear that 
any declaration which could be made at this 
stage would advance the Anglo-Egyptian 
question much. A settlement depends less on 
principles—on which the two countries are in 
close accord—-than on such Important details 
as the time-table of evacuation, the rearming 
and training of the Egyptian Army, arranging 
for adequate air defence for Egypt, arid plans 
lor tne maintenance of the canal zone base 
IS? 1 : . th( r British evacuation. But Egyptian 
official circles probably take the view that one 
important hurdle would be overcome if it were 
possible to demonstrate to Egyptian public 
opinion that the substance of the national 

was obtainable by the method of 

negotiation. 

*Jj nts fr £ m L ? n<Ion ‘bat the British Govern- 

pre £ r a bHateraJ,declaration which 
would, presumably cover Egypt’s position on 
organized defence for the Middle East have, 
not pleased the Egyptian Press. That docs 
not mean that responsible Egyptian quarters 
def ? nce - Hilaly Pasha is as 
realistic as his predecessor, Aly Maher Pasha, 
who accepted it. But a good deal of neutrality 
propaganda is being made, and Azzam Pasha, 
the genera 1 secretary of the Arab League, has 
made the unhelpful suggestion that it will be 
time enough to discuss regional defence with 
the west after the national aspirations of Egypt! 
xr Ayab States and the Muslims in' 

.North Africa have been realized. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEM 

It musl be inferred .that the Egyptian 
Government will wish to approach that ques¬ 
tion delicately, and in particular that it will 
ue reluctant to subscribe to any formula for 
negotiations that could give the Egyptians the: 
impression that the Government had accepted! 
any British condition for the evacuation or 
unity of the Nile Valley. 

psychological problem which 
makes it so difficult to tackle and resolve issues 
on which the two countries are so near accord) 
.£ ai L eased if there is some 
elasticity on the British side in matters of form 
ana procedure. 
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HILALY PASHA’S 
TASK 


CREATION OF STABLE 
GOVERNMENT 

From Our Own ’ Correspondent 

CAIRO, March 24 

The dissolution of the Chamber ofi 
Deputies coming so soon after the first 
meeting of Hilaly Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, and Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador, on the Anglo-Egyp- 
tian issue startled diplomatic circles herej 
but it is now apparent that there is no! 
connexion between the two events, and 
both the Egyptian and British sides expect 
that the effort to reach a settlement will 
continue through the election campaign. 

Dissolution, and elections are logical steps ini 
Htlaly Pasha’s campaign to restore political! 
stability to Egypt. The Wafdist-dominated 1 
Parliament needs to be replaced by one which 
will support good government and provide a 
majority for a reasonable Anglo-Egyptian 
settlement. The only surprise is in the timing. 
It had been expected that the Chamber would 
not be dissolved until the end of the month’s 
adjournment decreed by Hilaly Pasha when he 
took office—and it has still a week to run. 
Ine explanation appears to be that under the 
constitution it is not permissible to legislate 
by decree while the Chamber of Deputies is in 
being. The Government, however, was under 
the necessity of issuing not later than to-day a 
exte nding the period of martial law. 
U u nder , . the constitution elections must be 
k a within two months of a dissolution. It 
nad been thought in some circles that the 
government might not wish to expose thei 
security situation to the strain of elections so 
soon after days of disorder. Postponement 
would, however, have meant suspending the 
constitution, and it is 'in the character of) 
Hualy Pasha that he will prefer to govern 
constitutionally if he can. But, although he* 
Pas u dates of elections and the 

assembly of the new Parliament within the 
prescribed 60 days, it is doubtless still open 
to mm to order a postponement should 
developments in the fields of either foreign or 
aomestic affairs appear to make that expedient. 

A NEW PARTY 

Hilaly Pasha is credited with the intention 
or iormmg a party of his own to fight in all 
constituencies. But the time seems short fori 
that. More probably he expects to be able 
to arrange cooperation in the elections between 1 
all parties opposed to the Wafd, including the 
baadists and Liberals, in which case—again 
assuming that the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations; 
make progress—he can probably feel confident 
of depriving the Wafd of its majority in Par- 
d n ?? nt " Should he fail, however, the next 
Parliament will be more extreme than the last. 
An essential factor in the situation is the 
timing to obtain an Anglo-Egyptian agreement, 
Sudani W prmcip,e ’ on evacuation and the 

In ihe elections in 1950 the Wafd obtained 

f f eats °tttof 319, but received less than half 
the votes polled. The official estimate that 56 
per cent, of the electorate voted is thought to 
be excessive. In Cairo, where the Wafd picked 
up 29 seats out of 31, only 15 per cent, of the 
electors went to the polls. Among the amend¬ 
ments to the electoral law which the Govern¬ 
ment is said to have in mind is one to make 
voting compulsory. Measures may be taken to 
curtail the-Wafd’s advantages by limiting the 
sums of money that may be expended in con¬ 
stituencies, and by causing parties to declare 
the sources of their funds. If it is true, as is 
reported, that the Muslim Brotherhood is toi 
enter the lists, a new and incalculable factor 
arises. The brotherhood has a nation-wide 
organization, and claims millions of members. 
Its success at the polls would be a misfortune 
tor at least the future of Egyptian relations 
with the western Powers. 
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U.S. AMBASSADOR SEES 
HASSOUNA PASHA 


INTEREST IN SETTLEMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 25 

Hassouna Pasha, the Foreign Minister, to¬ 
day received Mr, Jefferson Caffery, the Ameri¬ 
can Ambassador, for a discussion which is said 
to have touched on the issues between Egypt 
and the United Kingdom. The Ambassador 
said afterwards he was continuing to put his 
good offices at the disposal of both parties. 

The Press professes anxiety lest the British 
Government take advantage of Egypt’s pre¬ 
occupation with the elections to indulge in 
delaying tactics, and the Muslim Brotherhood 
is again preaching the faith that the only way 
to achieve Egyptian national aspirations is by 
struggle. In a message to Hilaly Pasha, the 
Prime Minister, Hodeibi Bey, supreme guide 
of the brotherhood, says that time is working 
for the imperialists. If the Government, 
nevertheless, chooses the method of negotia¬ 
tions it should confront the British with the 
alternatives of immediately conceding Egypt’s 
demands or facing a resumptidn of the fight. 
The Government is urged to end martial law 
and not to permit any internal questions to 
divert attention from national demands. 
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EGYPT “TO SUE SHELL 

COMPANY ” 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 26 

Cairo newspapers report that the Egyptian 
Customs administration proposes to sue the 
Shell Company of Egypt for £527,000 in 
respect of Customs duty held to be payable on 
cargoes imported for British forces in the 
canal zone since Egypt's abrogation of the 
Anglo-Egyptian treaty. The Egyptian claim 
is that with the abrogation of the treaty the 
British forces lost the privilege of importing 
stores free of duty, but as the British Govern¬ 
ment does not recognize the unilateral abro¬ 
gation of the treaty the Army doubtless refuses 
to pay. The Egyptian Government presumably 
hopes to recover from the shippers—in this 
case the Shell Company. 

Cairo, March 26.-—The American Socony-i 
Vacuum Oil Company has decided to stop! 
prospecting for and drilling new oil wells in! 
Egypt and to dismiss 200 workers. This! 
action is being taken because of the Egyptian! 
Government’s delay in amending the 1948 
mining law, which imposed conditions for oil 
prospecting that are regarded by the company 
as “ unworkable.”— Reuter. " 
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FUTURE STATUS 
OF THE SUDAN 

EGYPTIAN PREMIER’S 
RESERVATIONS 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, March 27 

The British Ambassador, Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, was received this evening by 
the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Hassouna 
Pasha, for a further exchange of views on 
Anglo-Egyptian issues. It was stated 
afterwards that the conversations ^re still 
in an exploratory stage. 

It is assumed that the purpose of the meet¬ 
ing was to clarify points arising out of the 
interview between the Prime Minister, Hilaly 
Pasha, and the Ambassador on Saturday. The 
Prime Minister then raised the question of a 
declaration defining the objects of Anglo- 
Egyptian negotiations before they begin. He 
believes, it is stated, that from the viewpoint 
of their impact on an electoral campaign here 
it would be a mistake to begin new negotia¬ 
tions except in circumstances which enable 
him to assure the Egyptian people that the 
Government is confident of reaching a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion this time. 

DEFENCE ARRANGEMENTS 

According to Egyptian sources the Prime 
Minister has sought assurances that one object 
of the negotiations would be the evacuation 
of the British Army from the canal zone, 
while making it clear that he envisages 
cooperative defence arrangements that would 
take effect if Egypt were attacked or if there 
were an international emergency which 
threatened the country’s security. The assist¬ 
ance of British technicians would apparently 
be acceptable for as long as necessary to train 
Egyptian troops and maintain the canal zone 
base, and to assist in air defence. 

On the Sudan question the Prime Minister 
is said to have asked for a gesture towards 

the unity of the Nile Valley, subject to Egypt's 
recognition of the right of the Sudanese to full 
self-government and to determine the future 
status of their couniry. It seems, however, 
that the Prime Minister is not happy at the 
idea of self-determination being exercised 
through the Sudan Government. The Sudan 
Parliament was brought into being under the 
auspices of the British administration, and is 
subject to the reserve powers of the Governor- 
General, whose decisions are made without 
consultation with Egypt. The Prime Minister 
is said to be of the opinion that during the 
period of preparation for self-government and 
self-determination the Sudan Governor's veto 
should not be exercised, except in agreement 
with a commission on which the United 
Kingdom, Egypt, and the Sudan and the 
United Nations would be represented. 

The political parties are preparing for the 
general election with an anxious eye on 
London, where it is felt that the key to the 
outcome lies. The Prime Minister’s personal 
role may depend on the result of the conversa¬ 
tions with the British Government. For the 
present he is standing aside from the contest. 

The Wafd has welcomed the elections, which 
it hopes may lead to the suspension of martial 
law. The Muslim Brotherhood, which might 
have been a formidable competitor of the 
Wafd, is expected to boycott the elections. 
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UNEASY CALM IN 
CANAL ZONE 


WARNING TO TROOPS 

From Our Special Correspondent 

ISMAILIA, March 28 

British Service commanders in Egypt 
to-day issued a warning that, although 
there was an apparent return to normal 
in the canal zone, the British forces must 
be prepared for renewed terrorism. 

An announcement signed by General 
Hrskine, commanding the British troops in 
Egypt, and Air Vice-Marshal D. F. \V. 
Atcherley, commander of the 205 Group , 
Royal Air Force, says that it would be unwise 
to allow families from England to come to 
Egypt to replace those returning home. 

The full reasons for this decision cannot be 
publicly disclosed, the announcement adds. 
** All we can say is that the present political 
situation in Cairo is unstable, and that we 
must be prepared at any time for major dis¬ 
orders involving well organized and widespread 
terrorism in the canal zone. We have, of 
course, made our plans to deal with this 
situation if it arises.” 

It is probably no coincidence that this 
wisely chilling announcement has been issued 
the day after the placing of Ismailia within 
bounds to British soldiers. Life in this part 
of the canal zone is now so nearly back to 
normal, in externals' at least, that over¬ 
confidence may become a danger. 
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EGYPT TO CONTINUE 
MARTIAL LAW 


RISKS DURING ELECTIONS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, March 28 

Salah Bey el Mortaga, the Egyptian 
Director of Public Security, replied in a 
statement to the Press to-night to Wafd 
Party demands for martial law to be ended 
and freedom of movement restored to 
Serag ed Din Pasha, secretary-general of 
the Wafd, and his assistant, Abdel Fattah 
Hassan Pasha. He gave no indication that 
martial law was likely to be lifted in Egypt 
during the election campaign or that the 
two former Ministers mentioned would be 
released from enforced residence in their 
villages. 

Speaking for the Minister of the Interior, 
who is indisposed, he said that the two men 
had been sent home for security reasons. The 
country needed a calm atmosphere. He could 
not be responsible for lifting martial law, 
because the conditions that led the Wafd to 
j impose it on January 26 still existed. The 
situation in the country was as critical as 
during the world war and the Palestine war, 
when martial law was also imposed, and any 

negligence on the part of the authorities 

responsible for security “ might threaten the 
whole structure of the State.” 

Pointing out that the investigation into the 
riots of January 26 was still in progress and 
that trials of persons charged in connexion 
with them were still being held, Salah Bey el 
Mortaga said that 298 persons had been 
arrested since the riots. The authorities had 
discovered large quantities of explosives, 
which, “ if they had been used, might have 
endangered the country.” 

Bent el Nil, a feminist society, has decided 
to challenge the electoral law (which provides 
only for male suffrage) by putting up women 
candidates for election to the Chamber of 
Deputies. If their deposits as candidates are 
refused, they have authorized their leader, 
Mme. Doria Shafik, to take the case to the 
State Council on the ground that the 
Egyptian Constitution makes no provision for 
discrimination between the sexes. It is likely, 
however, that both the authorities and the 
general public here will take this challenge 
light-heartedly. 
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INFORMAL TALKS 
IN CAIRO 


AMBASSADOR SEES 
HASSOUNA PASHA 


From Our Own Correspondent 


CAIRO, March 30 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, met Hassouna Pasha, the Egyptian 
Foreign Minister, twice yesterday for 
what were described as exchanges of views 
on Anglo-Egyptian issues. Their conver¬ 
sations, it was stated afterwards, are still 
in an exploratory stage, and are expected 
to be continued this week. 


Cairo newspapers conclude that a stage has 
been reached in which the British Government 
have made known that they are not averse in 
principle from a declaration or exchange of 
Notes defining in advance the objects- of the 
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations, and that it is a 
question now of agreeing upon texts that do 
justice to Egyptian national aspirations and at 
tne same .time take care of the interests that the 
United Kingdom represents. That may not 
be easy; less, perhaps, because of differences 
of views between the two Governments than 
because of the Egyptian Prime Minister's need 
to carry public opinion with him in a pre- 
canous phase of Egypt's history. 

As indicated in an earlier dispatch, the 
present Egyptian Government may be assumed 
to take a realistic and responsible attitude on 
the question of organized defence. It may be 
reluctant, however, to commit itself at this stage 
to any specific proposals, and particularly to 
she four-Power Middle East Command, which 
suffers from having been presented to Egypt— 
so the Egyptians see it—as a condition of their 
right to British evacuation of the canal zone. 


NILE VALLEY UNITY 

On the Sudan, it results from Egypt's accept¬ 
ance of self-determination that the object of 
the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations must be the 
methods by which self-determination would be 
applied. It is clear, however, that no agreement 
would be popular that did not make a gesture 
to Nile Valley unity. The problem is to find a 
formula for recognition of the King's title that 
could not be regarded as prejudicing the 
eventual status of the Sudan. 

There is an impression in Cairo that both 
Governments are working constructively in an 
effort to reach agreement at the earliest possible 
moment. Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
to-day spent three hours with Hafiz Afifi Pasha, 
Chief of the Royal Cabinet, and with Hassouna 
Pasha, reviewing the progress of conversations 
to date. Hafiz Afifi was quoted afterwards as 
saying that these were still in the preparatory 
phase. Asked by newspaper men why they 
were taking so long, he replied that it was 
because of the distance that separated Cairo 
and London. It was gathered that Hafiz Afifi 
meant distance in miles rather than in points 
of view. 

Searches by large forces of police in Cairo 
in the early hours of yesterday resulted in 190 
arrests and the seizure of a large quantity of 
arms and documents said to be connected with 
the origins of the disturbances in Cairo on 
January 26. 

The Minister of the Interior has refused to 
accept the deposits of four women candidates 
whom the Women of the Nile organization 
aspired to launch in the coining elections. He 
explained that candidates must be persons 
whose names are on the voters’ rolls and that 
only men are eligible to vote in Egypt. 
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AIRMEN RESCUED FROM 
ICE FLOE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

WASHINGTON, March 31 
Men taking part in “ operation ski jump ” 
reported from Alaska to-day that the nine 
men who since last Thursday had been 
stranded on an ice floe 779 miles north of 
Point Barrow were yesterday safely taken off 
in a ski-equipped patrol bomber. The men 
were stranded when the landing gear of their 
aircraft was damaged during an attempted 
take-off. 

Major-General Old, commander of the 
Alaskan Air Command, reports that with the 
landing of three other members of the expedi¬ 
tion on an ice island floating between 60 and 
100 miles from the North Pole, the first phase 
of the operation—to establish a semi-perma¬ 
nent station to gather scientific data—has been 
completed. 


THE ATTEMPT ON LIFE OF 
DR. ADENAUER 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, March 31 

An association calling itself the “ Organiza¬ 
tion of Jewish Partisans " has boasted of 
having had a part in the attempt on the life 
of Dr. Adenauer, the German Chancellor, last 
Thursday. A statement sent to the French 
Press Agency, dated from Zurich, purports to 
describe “ the first action of our brethren on 
German soil." It states: “ A book filled with 
explosives was sent to the Chancellor of the 
German assassins. By chance, this bomb blew 
up in the hands of the police." There is no 
guarantee of the authenticity of the document. 


TURKEY AND KING FAROUK’S 
TITLE 

The new Egyptian Ambassador to Turkey. 
Ahmet Hakki Bey, has presented his letters of 
credence to President Jelal Bayar. It is under¬ 
stood that although these credentials were 
issued in the name of King Farouk “ King of 
Egypt and the Sudan," the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment had informed the Egyptian Government 
that their acceptance should not be considered 
as formal recognition of that title. 
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RESERVISTS RETURNING 
FROM EGYPT 

The War Office announced yesterday that 
men of the Supplementary Reserve, Royal 
Engineers, who left England in November to 
help with the working of the railways, ports, 
and inland waterways in the canal zone, are 
now returning from Egypt. Five officers and 
72 other ranks, out of the 212 who were sent 

out, are due to attive at Blackbushe air¬ 
field, Camberley y this week. The first party 
will arrive to-day, and others will land on 
Friday and Saturday. Some of the reservists 
in Egypt have volunteered to remain for a 
time. 
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ADVANCE ON AFRICAN 
SYSTEMS 


ALL-SUDANESE COUNCIL 

BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The new constitution, if adopted, will 
provide for an all-Sudanese Council of 
Ministers, collectively responsible to Par¬ 
liament. The Governor-General will act 
on the advice of the Prime Minister, who 
is appointed by him after being elected by 
the chamber of deputies. 

There will be two chambers, a senate con¬ 
taining a proportion of nominated members 
and a chamber of deputies elected by two 
methods: 24 members will be directly elected 
by secret ballot and 54—presumably those 
from the more backward areas and the souih 
—by indirect election through electoral 
colleges. In both cases adult male suffrage 
applies. Except during a transitional stage the 
Governor-General has no reserve powers. 
There is, however, no transfer of sovereignty. 

These provisions go considerably beyond 
any system so far introduced in the most 
advanced African colonies, or in the West 
Indies. The constitutions of Jamaica, Trinidad, 
and the Gold Coast all retain some official 
members in the Council of Ministers, and the 
Governor's reserve powers remain intact. 

Certain departments under the Sudanese 
draft constitution would remain under the 
Governor-General. These include the judi¬ 
ciary, the public service commission, and the 
auditor-general. 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

In addition, the draft contains certain transi¬ 
tional provisions which would remain in force 
until the Sudanese exercise their right of self- 
determination. These provisions reserve for 
the Governor-General's responsibility foreign 
affairs, the public service, and the Southern 
Provinces, and arm him with the usual emer¬ 
gency powers. They also allow him to appoint 
certain officials to assist him in his duties and 
to fix their terms of service. 

It is now for the Sudanese Legislative 
Assembly to debate this draft constitution and 
decide whether or not to accept it. It seems 
likely that the Umma (Sudanese independence) 
Party and the Socialist Republicans will accept 
it: but the Ashigga Party, who h ive always 
boycotted even the present constitution be¬ 
cause of their pro-Egyptian attitude, will not. 

Assuming that the draft is accepted by the 
Legislative Assembly, it would then, in the 
normal course, be submitted to the co-domini. 
Great Britain and Egypt, but the present pro¬ 
cedure is now confused owing to Egypt's uni¬ 
lateral denunciation of the condominium. 
Egypt did not approve the present constitution 
when it was set up in 1948. 

The next step envisaged is the setting up of 
a constituent assembly^ consisting of t:ie two 
Houses of Parliament sitting as one in order to 
decide finally the future of the Sudan. 
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BRITISH TEACHERS IN 

EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—The British Federation of University 
| Women shares the public concern at the dis¬ 
missal by the Egyptian Government of British 
teachers in Egypt, which has already been 
referred to in these columns. It has sent letters 
to the Foreign Office, to the Colonial Secre- 
! tary, and to the Minister of Education 
expressing its view that strong action should 
be taken by her Majesty’s Government to 
arrange adequate compensation, and that the 
usual age limits should, if necessary, be waived 
in order to facilitate the transfer of these 
teachers to posts in the colonial service. It 
would further urge local education authorities 
and others in a position to do so to give the 
most sympathetic consideration to applications 
for vacancies sent in by these teachers. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

MURIEL BOND, President, British 
Federation of University women. 

17a, King’s Road, Chelsea, S.W.3. 
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SPANISH MISSION TO 
ARAB COUNTRIES 


THANKS FOR SUPPORT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

MADRID, April 4 
Senor Martin Artajo, the Spanish 
Foreign Minister, and his party are due 
to leave Madrid to-night in an Iberia air 
liner for Beirut, on the first stage of an 
official tour of the Near East 

Senor Artajo’s escort includes the Moorish 
General Mohamed ben Mizzian; Colonel 
Zandn, of the Spanish General Staff, and the 
Arabic scholar Professor Garda Gdmez. They 
will stay in Beirut until April 9, when they 
are expected in Jerusalem for the rest of 
Holy Week. The mission will continue its 
journey by air to Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, and Egypt, with the intention of 
spending twd to three days in each country 
before returning to Madrid on April 28. 
General Franco’s daughter and her husband, 
the Marquis of Villaverde, and his parents, 
the Count and Countess of Argillo, will 
accompany the mission in an unofficial 
capacity. 

“ PARALLEL RESURGENCE ” 
General Franco, in a message which he 
broadcast to-night in Arabic and Spanish to 
the peoples of Islam, declared that the object 
of his Minister’s mission was to thank their 
rulers and statesmen for the worthy attitude 
that they had adopted in international debates 
“ in defence of Spain and of justice.” and to 
call attention to “ our mutual desire for a 
peaceful life in a better world.” 

The Spaniards and the Arabs had “ shared 
the same ground ” for centuries, the Caudillo 
declared, and the present generation was wit¬ 
nessing “ a parallel resurgence of the Arabic 
and Hispanic peoples in contrast with the 
decrepitude of other countries.” In a world 
where true believers were threatened by the 
advance of atheistic materialism, Spain offered 
herself as a link “ to those peoples who, with 
youthful impulse, are shaping a new life for 
themselves.” 
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BRITISH POLICY IN 
SUDAN 


EGYPT’S DOUBTS ON 
CONSTITUTION 


SERIOUS VIEW TAKEN 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, April 6 

Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, was 
quoted to-night as denying reports in some 
newspapers that conversations with the 
British Ambassador had been suspended 
by Jpgypt pending clarification of British 
policy on the Sudan. The reports were 
denied in British circles also. 

The Prime Minister’s statement was 
made after a conference with Hassouna 
. Pasha, the Foreign Minister, and Amr 
Pasha, Egyptian Ambassador to Britain, 

| at which progress in the conversations was 
■ reviewed. There are indications that the! 
! two Governments have come near agree- 
I ment on the evacuation and defence issues. 

! But the action of the Khartoum Govern- 
i ment in tabling a few days ago a draft 
! constitution in the Sudan’s Parliament has 
certainly soured the atmosphere here, and 
has probably caused a stiffening of the 
Egyptian Government’s attitude. 

NEED FOR ACTION 

The King's title as King of the Sudan, 
Egyptians would say, is not to be made 
subject to self-determination exercised through 
institutions shaped under the exclusive auspices 
of the British regime in the Sudan. 

Hilaly Pasha held a second conference 
to-day, attended by Egyptian advisers on 
Sudan affairs. One of the advisers stated 
afterwards that a serious view was taken of 
developments in the Sudan, which necessi¬ 
tated urgent measures on the part of Egypt. 
The draft constitution submitted to Parlia¬ 
ment had no legal basis, it was argued, in 
that it was framed without reference to Egypt, 
and was in opposition to the wishes of the 
majority of the Sudanese. 

It is clear that Egyptian opinion, in its deep- 
rooted suspicion of British policy in the 
Sudan, exaggerates the practical importance of 
what the Khartoum administration has done. 
Even neutral diplomatic circles, however, were 
: surprised that, at a moment when the British 
! Government are seeking bases of cooperation 
: with Egypt in bringing the Sudan towards 
i self-government and self-determination, they 

• should permit an initiative which was bound 
to give the impression here that they were 
forcing the pace of Britain’s own policy. 

DECISION ON ELECTION 

Presumably assurances can be given that 
there is no question of presenting Egypt with 
a fait accompli in the shape of a constitution 
which, as Egyptians interpret it, would permit 
the Govemor-<3eneral of the Sudan to decide 
in practice the outcome of Sudanese self- 
determination. In that case there is some hope 
that progress towards agreement on a broad 
front can be resumed in the Anglo-Egyptian 
conversations. 

Apart from the hitch over the Sudan, part 
of the difficulties probably arises from pressure 
of time and the uncertainties caused by the 
decision to hold the general election on May 18. 
The Government doubtless wishes to accom¬ 
plish something before the period for nomina¬ 
tion of candidates closes at the end of this 
week. 

There is still talk of the elections being post¬ 
poned. The more important minority parties 
—the Saadists and Liberals—are dissatisfied 
with the state of the voters’ rolls, and some 
newspapers which support the Government 
demand a postponement to give time for the 
Government to get the Anglo-Egyptian issue 
out of the way and to complete its clean-up of 
the administration and political life. However, 
Maragby Bey, Minister of the Interior, to-night 
denied that a postponement was contemplated. 

STERLING RELEASED 
j Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassa¬ 
dor, informed Hassouna Pasha yesterday of 
the British Government’s decision to release 
forthwith an additional £10m. of Egypt’s 
sterling balances. Under last year’s agreement, 

• once in each year £5m. must be released when¬ 
ever the balance in the No. 1 (free) account 
of the National Bank of Egypt falls below 
£45m. In addiiion, each year from 1952, 
£10m. is payable, but there is no obligation to 
make the payment in any particular month. 

The United Kingdom some time ago 
honoured its obligation to release the £5m., 
but in view of tne conflict with the Wafd 
Government deferred until later in the year 
payment of the £10m., as it was entitled to do. 
Egypt is desperately short of sterling because 
of the collapse of cotton exports. The balance 
m the free account of the National Bank is 
said to be as low as £7m. 

The news brought by the Ambassador should 
therefore have been thankfully received. A 

Government personality,” whose name is 
withheld, is quoted as saying that the British 
action could be considered proof of good will. 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

^ 1SMAILIA, April 6 

The last British security posts in Ismailia 
were withdrawn yesterday. They had been 
established two weeks ago to prevent move¬ 
ment of undesirables between the native and 
European quarters of the town, and their 
removal is a sign of continued British con¬ 
fidence in the present police administration in 
the canal zone. Part of the town of Suez is 
now once again in bounds to British troops. 



British Policy In Sudan. 

From Our Own Correspondent 

The Times (London, England),Monday, Apr 07, 1952; pg. 6; Issue 52280. 
Category: News 

Gale Document Number: CS101273223 


2 



RENEWED EFFORT 
IN CAIRO 


DIPLOMATIC MOVES 


SUDAN CONSTITUTION A 
^STUMBLING-BLOCK 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO. April 7 

There were visible efforts to-day to 
move the Anglo-Egyptian conversations 
out of the bog in which they have been 
stranded for the best part of a week. The 
British Ambassador, after being received 
by Hassouna Pasha, the Foreign Minister, 
went to the Presidency at noon to meet 
Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, with 
whom he had a conversation lasting over 
an hour. This afternoon he again visited 
the Foreign Minister. 

As he left the Presidency, Sir Ralph 
Stevenson said to newspaper correspon¬ 
dents that the exchanges of views were 
continuing. 

Mr. Jefferson Caffery, the American 
Ambassador, who it may be assumed has 
been doing his best to speed the nego¬ 
tiations, was received by the Prime 
Minister immediately afterwards. He is 
quoted as saying that he thought the ex¬ 
ploratory stage of the Anglo-Egyptian 
conversations was nearing its end and that 
they had been successful on some points. 
RESCUE WORK 

It is a question now of rescue work after 
the shattering effects of the submission of the 
draft Constitution to the Sudanese Parliament. 
I' is reliably reported thai nearly full agree¬ 
ment had been reached on the content of an 
exchange of confidentiai letters sought by 
Hilaly Pasha to enable him to ente£ ths 
elections with an honest claim that the negotia¬ 
tions he was entering into with the British 
Government would realize the national aspira¬ 
tions. The invitation to the Sudanese Parlia¬ 
ment to approve the draft Constitution, on 
which Egypt was not consulted, was regarded 
by the Egyptian Government as out of 
harmony with the idea of cooperation between 
the United Kingdom and Egypt in bringing 
the Sudan to self-determination. It made 
matters worse if part of the explanation was 
that the British Government regarded them¬ 
selves as not being in a position to give instruc¬ 
tions to the Governor-General of the Sudan. 
The tendency in Egyptian official circles was 
to ask what was the use of going on with the 
conversations with Britain. 

It is clear also that the provisions of the 
i draft Constitution, which appear to make the 
Governor-General the virtual Head of State 
of the Sudan, have touched a sensitive nerve 
here. It was noted that the Constitution could 
not become effective before it had been sub- 
j mined to Egypt, but that prompted the ques- 
j tion how much Egypt's views would count. 
The tendency of the Egyptian Government was 
to fall back on the Egyptian Constitution for 
l the Sudan enacted by the late Wafd Govern¬ 
ment and on the irrevocable character of King 
Farouk’s title. The newspaper Al Ahram 
possibly reads the Government's mind when 
it suggests to-day, as a way out of the diffi¬ 
culty, that Egypt should suspend the Wafd’s 
Constitution for the Sudan and Britain should 
suspend the constitutional development under 
its exclusive auspices. 

TALKS DEADLOCK 

It ought, of course, to be recognized by 
Egyptians that the Sudanese constitutional 
developments of which they are so suspicious 
received their main impetus from the actions 
of the late Wafd Government. But Egyptian 
opinion does not easily see more than one 
side to the Anglo-Egyptian problem. What 
is clear is that—saving any favourable develop¬ 
ments in to-day’s conversations—there is a 
deadlock in the Anglo-Egyptian conversations 
which requires quick, decisive handling. 

Hilaly Pasha’s role and programme in the 
elections depend on the outcome of the con¬ 
versations. and he feels the need to make deci¬ 
sions before the period for the nomination of 
candidates expires at the end of this w'eek. 
The newspaper Akhbar el Yom, which sup¬ 
ports his Government, says to-day that the 
Prime Minister will not resign if the conversa- 
tions fail, but will remain in office to achieve 
the “ liberation ” of Egypt from Britain and 
to purge Egyptian public life. 

Cairo, April 7.—The Polish Minister to 
Egypt has been recalled to Warsaw after 
Egyptian representations that his presence in 
Cairo was “ undesirable,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said here to-day. No further 
explanation was given.— Reuter. 
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SUDAN PROPOSALS 
DEBATED 


ASSEMBLY’S PROGRAMME 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, April 7 
The Sudanese Assembly to-day began 
debating the proposals for self-govern¬ 
ment The leader, Abdulla Bey Khlil, 
tabled a motion thanking the Governor- 
General for his message and adding: “ In 
accordance with your request we have 
considered the draft with which, in 
general, we are in full agreement” 

It was stated that members would be able 
to speak generally on the motion and the 
details would then be considered in committee. 
The Assembly will adjourn for two days to 
enable members to forward any amendments, 
and when it reassembles, the amendments and 
the motion will be debated. This is expected 
to take at least a fortnight. 

Dardiri Mohamed Osman, secretary-general 
of the National Front, in an interview, sug¬ 
gested that provision be made in the draft 
statute for the inclusion of a State council 
representing Britain, Egypt, and a third Power 
acceptable to the Sudanese. The council would 
be the final authority in cases of disagreement 
between the Government and the Governor- 
General and would supervise the right of self- 
determination. He thought it might be a prac¬ 
tical solution towards ending the Anglo-Egypt- 
ian crisis. If the council included all sections 
of the community, there would be no cause 
for lack of confidence. The National Front 
originally supported the proposal for an inter¬ 
national commission to supervise self-govern¬ 
ment, and has shown pro-Egyptian leanings 
in the past. 

Ashigga and the other pro-Egyptian parties 
have denounced the statute, the Ashigga news¬ 
paper commenting that it makes the Governor- 
General “ uncrowned King of the Sudan.” 
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Com pany Meetings 
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Policy for the Sudan 

While British and Egyptian representa¬ 
tives in Cairo are still cautiously trying 
to find a basis for the early resumption 
of formal negotiations for a settlement of 
Anglo-Egyptian differences, the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly in Khartoum has begun to 
debate the constitutional proposals that 
were laid on the table on Wednesday. 
The object of these proposals, in the words 
! of the Civil Secretary of the Sudan, is 
to initiate “ the last stage in the country’s 
advance towards self-determination.” 
The shock which their appearance at this 
moment has given to Egyptian opinion is 
not lessened by the fact that they 
betoken no new or surprising depar¬ 
ture. They follow logically from the 
system of government introduced in 
: the Sudan by Britain in 1948, but 
I never accepted by Egypt; they build 
upon the experience already gained in' the 
working of Parliamentary institutions 
there; and they embody the results of 
consultation with every section of 
Sudanese political opinion that has shown 
itself ready to cooperate with the Admini¬ 
stration in fulfilling the pledge, given by 
Mr. Eden last November, that the Sudan 
will attain self-government this year, 
j It is difficult to imagine a greater con- 
! trast than that between the constitutional 
proposals put forward for the Sudan by 
j the Wafd Government of Egypt last year 
! when the condominium (or joint respon- 
| sibility of Britain and Egypt for the Sudan) 
i was unilaterally denounced by Egypt and 
| those which the Sudanese Legislative 
! Assembly is now discussing. The 
| Egyptian proposals would subject all the 
I more important branches of the Khar¬ 
toum Administration to the control of 
1 Cairo ; the Anglo-Sudanese proposals pro¬ 
mise a system of self-government separated 
from complete independence only by cer¬ 
tain transitional restrictions. The whole 
purpose of the new draft is to create 
machinery by which a legislature of two 
Houses, fully representative of Sudanese 
opinion, can exercise the functions of a 
constituent assembly in deciding whether 
the country is to be a monarchy or a 
republic, whether it will associate itself 
freely with the Commonwealth, whether it 
will become as independent as Libya or 
whether it will link itself with Egypt under 
a common Crown. It is made plain that 
these relations are to be determined in 
the immediate future by the Sudanese 
people themselves. 

Inevitably, it is precisely the features of 
the draft proposals which seem most 
satisfactory both to the Sudanese and to 
their friends in this country that shock the 
Egyptians. The handling of the Sudan 
question by many Egyptian Governments 
Has no doubt been inept, but Egypt has a 
major interest in its satisfactory settle¬ 
ment. Long before the Wafd Govern¬ 
ment denounced the condominium in a 
fit of impatience last year, responsible 
Egyptian opinion had begun to resent the 
British disposition to handle Sudanese 
affairs as though Egypt’s extensive eco¬ 
nomic and political interests in the Sudan 
had ceased to count The rapid develop¬ 
ment of Sudanese nationalism has made 
constitutional changes there both neces¬ 
sary and desirable. Egypt has mainly 
herself to thank for her exclusion from 
any share in guiding the changes, but the 
zeal of British officials in the Sudan, who 
honestly regard themselves as servants of 
the Sudanese people rather than as func¬ 
tionaries of a joint Anglo-Egyptian con¬ 
dominium (though it is the condominium 
that provides the only juridical ground for 
their administrative authority) must also 
bear some share of the responsibility for 
Egypt’s uncooperative attitude. The con¬ 
dominium still exists, unaffected by Egypt’s 
unilateral denunciation. This, indeed, is 
the British contention—and it must mean 
that there are not two parties to the consti¬ 
tutional process in the Sudan, but three. 
Egypt cannot be excluded, and the British 
task is to seek some way of reconciling 
the pledges given by this country to the 
Sudanese people with the legitimate inter¬ 
est of Egypt in a close understanding with 
her southern neighbour. To do this may 
be formidably difficult, but it certainly 
cannot be done unless British policy 
towards the Sudan and British policy 
towards Egypt are pursued, not in isola¬ 
tion, as at present, but as related parts of 
a single whole. Only a serious failure of 
coordination between them can explain 
the tabling of the new Sudan constitution 
at a moment when it nearly wrecked the 
Anglo-Egyptian conversations in Cairo. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

TALKS 


REPORTS OF FAILURE 
DENIED 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, April 8 

Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
discussed the state of the Anglo-Egyptian 
conversations with his Foreign Minister 
and official advisers to-day. A meeting of 
the Cabinet, which may be of a decisive 
character, is foreshadowed for to-morrow. 

Newspaper reports that the Prime Minister 
was about to announce the failure of the 
conversations were denied by Hassouna Pasha, 
the Foreign Minister, who said that the situa¬ 
tion was unchanged and that conversations 
were continuing. Reactions in the Cairo Press 
to yesterday’s contacts between Egyptian 
Ministers and the British Ambassador vary. 
Al Ahram claims that a certain rapprochement 
of views took place; the Wafdist Al Misri 
says the opposite. Wafdist comment is of the 
“ we told you so ” variety. Egypt, it says, 
has restored order in the canal zone and got 
rid of the Wafd Government, but still the 
British refuse to concede Egypt’s national 
aspirations. There are few commentators who 
deny themselves the satisfaction of saying that 
the Sudan constitution shows that the British 
Government were never in earnest about an 
agreement with Egypt. 

POINTS AT ISSUE 

It may be supposed that what is at issue i 
still is the content of a declaration on the 
basis of whifh the two Governments would 
enter into immediate negotiations on evacua¬ 
tion, defence, and the Sudan. Obviously to 
be useful to the Egyptian Government it must; 
make a large bow to the overcharged 
emotions behind the demands for evacuation 
and unity. On the British side there is doubt¬ 
less a limit to the concessions that can be 1 
made in advance of negotiations. It is not 
principles that are involved in the Anglo- 
Egyptian dispute but highly important military 
and political details. Agreement has become 
more difficult in the atmosphere created by 
the Khartoum episode, but observers here still 
hope that the acute need of both their 
countries for a settlement will see their 
Governments through. 

Emir Faisal, the Foreign Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, whose Government has endeavoured 
from time to time to assist Egypt and Britain 
to reach a settlement, arrived in Cairo to-day 
on his way to make an official visit in Italy. 
He is to meet the Egyptian Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister. 
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CLEAVAGE IN EGYPT 


THE WAFD’S EXPLOITATION OF 
POLITICAL PASSIONS 


From a Special 

The Egyptians are doing everything in 
their power to persuade foreigners that 
Egypt is a good place in which to live. 
At the same time foreigners are leaving 
the country whenever they can, and in 
considerable numbers. Indeed, many 
firms are considering transferring their 
operations to other places in the Middle 
East, Beirut being specially favoured. On 
the other hand, the present calm in Cairo 
is regarded by many London principals 
as a sign of improvement after the troubles 
of the last four or five months, but men 
on the spot know better. 

The picture that presents itself to resi¬ 
dents in Cairo to-day is that the Anglo- 
Egyptian issue, although still fundamental, 
has receded somewhat into the back¬ 
ground. Its place has been taken by local 
issues equally fundamental and destined 
to affect the future of the country and 
the fortunes of its inhabitants even more 
directly than the question whether the 
British go or stay. 

The events of January 26 enabled 
King Farouk to get his old enemy, 
Nahas Pasha, ignominiously out of 
.office. Everybody thought that the new 
j Prime Minister, Ali Maher Pasha, who, 
j along with his colleagues, came in as an 
avowed King's man, treated the deposed 
Wafd leaders not only too tenderly but 
with excessive courtesy. This was Ali 
Maher's tactic, but it was for this very 
reason that King Farouk manoeuvred him 
out after less than five weeks in office and 
brought in Hilaly Pasha, who had a per¬ 
sonal grievance against the Wafdist 
leaders which it was presumed would 
sharpen the edge of his policy. The in¬ 
ternal fight between the King and Nahas, 
this 10-year-old struggle, has now been 
dragged into the open, and if it reaches 
a climax every Egyptian realizes that a 
turning point in the country’s modern 
history will be reached. 

THE WAFD’S STRENGTH 

Nahas Pasha lost little time in announc¬ 
ing that the Wafd Party would not sup¬ 
port the Hilaly Government. So far as 
Parliament is concerned the Wafd, with 
its overwhelming majority, can sabotage 
any Government if it chooses actively to 
oppose and does not merely rest content 
with not supporting. In the country the 
Wafd has a big and efficient party organi¬ 
zation and money can always be found. 
So the coming weeks are likely to see a 
deployment of the forces on both sides. 
The Wafd is clearly collecting all its ener¬ 
gies for the fight and King Farouk, having 
got the Wafd out of power, is not likely 
to rest content with things in their present 
indeterminate state. For the past few 
years the King's here noire has been 
i Nahas Pasha, but Fouad Serag ed Din 
Pasha has now succeded him in this role. 
This very rich, very courageous, very 
shrewd, and quite formidable politician 
is certainly a fitter match for the 
King than his aged leader. Serag ed 
Din is a fighter and is playing for high 
stakes. It is the King's determination to 
break his power. 

I The Socialists and Communists have 
| a very large following, particularly among 
Ihe'effendis in the towns, whose economic 
plight is desperate. In Egypt to-day, par¬ 
ticularly in the cities, every effendi has to 
take on a second job to earn a living 
wage for himself and his dependents. 
The discontent is deep and wide¬ 
spread. The success of the Hilaly Gov¬ 
ernment and its predecessor in getting 
prices down or even keeping them steady 
will be an important factor in the tactical 
manoeuvres between the parties. Neither 
the King nor the Pashas want to see a 
successful revolution. Serag ed Din is 
a leading member of a small group 
of related land-owning families whose 
interest it is to keep the present 
semi-feudal system in being. While 
the King cannot ally himself too 
obviously or too closely with left-wing 
politicians, there is nothing to stop Serag 
ed Din doing this, if only temporarily. If 
with their help he can win the major fight 
' he has now embarked upon, he reckons to 
be able to deal with them to his own 
! satisfaction afterwards. 

GETTING THE BRITISH OUT 

A strong point in his favour is the 
way in which the people have been con¬ 
ditioned during the last few years to 
demand the evacuation of the British 
forces. The point is a vital one in the 
present and future political line-up in the 
country, because many people in Egypt 
assume that the King wants to see the 
British troops remaining, or at all events 
not going too far away. Some Egyptians 
tell you that on this particular issue the 
King's policy and British policy are in 
unison. Wafdists say that the real reason 
why they want to get the British out is 
that once they have gone the Wafd can 
deal with the King without interference. 

Thus the obvious tactic of the Wafd 
will be to propagate the idea that the King 


Correspondent 

is the ally of the hated British; this, so 
runs the argument, wilt swing great masses 
of Egyptian opinion behind the Wafd, 
where it is not behind the Wafd already. 
In this way the Egyptians, and the 
Egyptians alone by themselves, must 
resolve these vital problems before the 
country can become really calm again. If 
there is just a kind of uneasy balance 
between the two opposing sides there will 
be continued trouble. If one side finds 
itself in a position to take ruthless and 
final action (which in such circumstances 
either would doubtless be prepared to do) 
stability will then come. Here arises a key 
question to which everybody in Cairo 
would like to know the answer: What will 
the Muslim Brotherhood do ? They are 
still sitting on the fence and any statement 
that has been made by their leader Hassan 
Hodeiby Pasha has been couched in the 
sonorous but ambiguous terms to which 
the Arabic language lends itself. No one 
quite knows how strong the Brotherhood 
are, but the Brothers are to be found in 
every stratum of society and in every 
comer of the country. 

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS 

Running parallel with all this is the 
financial and economic crisis. The much 
advertised boycott of British goods never 
came to anything and has now been for¬ 
gotten. Much is written about the great 
public schemes that are to set the country 
on the road to prosperity and great riches, 
but these big schemes will all take money, 
and where the money is to come from is a 
mystery. The first thing is to collect the 
taxes, which the Egyptian fiscal machine 
seems incapable of doing. Few rich men 
appear to pay their dues ; no accounts 
clerk dare cut off a Pasha's telephone or 
electricity because the account remains 
unpaid ; for it would cost him his job. 
There is plenty of money in the country, 
but there are too many hands in the till. 

Then there is the immediate cotton crisis. 
A very important psychological point, which 
no one under-estimates who Knows Egypt and 
the Egyptians, is that when cotton prices are 
high the Egyptian positively swells with pride 
and his ideas become correspondingly inflated. 
One of the stock tricks of the performing 
monkeys one sees in the Egyptian streets is 
an impersona tion of the cotton-grower or jcJIah 
before and after he has sold his cotton. In 
the former case the monkey looks hang-dog 
and dejected; in the latter he pushes out his 
chest and swaggers and struts along the pave¬ 
ment, to the delight of the onlookers. It is 
an accurate satire. There is a very much closer 
connexion than superficial observers discerned 
between the high cotton prices of last year and 
the mood of political exhilaration which then 
swept the country. 

This clearly suited the political aims of the 
Wafdist Government, but the artificial cotton- 
price levels which were then fixed were too 
high to be long maintained. Now has come 
the reckoning; world prices have fallen 
and individual buyers and brokers who 
bought heavily last year must either hold 
their stocks or sell at very heavy losses. So 
much so indeed that it has been argued that 
if the authorities do not adopt a policy of 
shoring up the hardest-hit operators, a very 
large part of the Alexandria market will 
collapse into bankruptcy. Some observers 
say that such a development would have a 
sobering effect on Egyptian opinion. But the 
last “ sobering effect’ in Egypt was brought 
about by the events of Black Saturday. Clearly 
the process of getting sober may in some 
circumstances cost too much. 

AMERICA’S POSITION 

The position of the Americans merits some 
attention. The view has even been expressed in 
Cairo that Mr. Dean Acheson's statements 
(that his Government was behind the British 
Government) were not enough and that the 
United States might have played a physical 
part on the canal. The excited opposition 
with which Mr. Churchill’s appeal before 
Congress was received in Egypt afforded proof, 
in the opinion of many observers, that the last 
thing the Egyptians want is to see Britain and 
the United States standing positively and 
actively together in the Middle East. 

One of (he gravest and most frightening 
factors in the Egyptian situation to-day is the 
rise of Muslim feeling. At the beginning of 
the treaty negotiations feeling was predomi¬ 
nantly anti-British. This purely nationalist 
manifestation soon changd its form and colour. 
Before long the pure nationalism turned into 
active xenophobia. In a Muslim country like 
Egypt where the great majority of the True 
Believers are ignorant and illiterate, xeno¬ 
phobia has to take only a short step to become 
anti-Christian. 

During the time of the riots bands of Muslim 
youths roamed through Cairo marking 
Christian doors with crosses and also with the 
initial letter of the Arabic word for fire. 
Bands of Coptic young men then derived some 
caustic pleasure by going round the town 
marking crosses on Muslim doors. Door-mark¬ 
ing ceased soon after that, but it has not yet 
stopped altogether. The Copts are undeniably 
nervous. When, on the day on which General 
Erskine demolished part of the village of Kafr 
Abdou, a Coptic church in Suez was badly 
damaged and its doorkeeper dragged through 
the streets and burned, the Egyptian authori¬ 
ties leaned over backwards to demonstrate 
their solidarity with their Christian com¬ 
patriots. An essential difficulty is that when 
emotion runs high, instructions are apt to be 
ignored by small officials, who take decisions 
into their own hands. Sometimes this does 
not matter. Danger comes, however, when 
these small officials start something which gets 
out of their control. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

NEGOTIATIONS 


CAIRO PRESS CHANGES 
ITS TONE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 9 

The changed tone of the Press, from 
near despair to optimism, and renewed 
reports that the General Election fixed 
for the middle of next month will probably 
be postponed, were the only known 
developments here to-day in the Anglo- 
Egyptian negotiations. 


The second is a more reliable pointer to the 
state of the conversations than the first. There 
is no enthusiasm for the elections in any 
I quarter, but Hilaly Pasha's attitude is under¬ 
stood to have been that he would consider 
postponing them—which means suspending 
the Constitution—only if an important national 
purpose is served. The purpose which the 
Prime Minister had particularly in mind was 


sumably be brought about if his preliminary 
conversations with the British Government 
showed the way to be open for the realization 
at last of Egyptian national aspirations. 

The renewed reports of a postponement of 
the elections—which are not yet denied—give 
rise to the inference that the Prime Minister 
and the British Ambassador on Monday came 
near to restoring the bridge to negotiations 
which was built up in earlier conversations 
but seemed to be demolished when the pro¬ 
posals for a Sudan constitution became known 
here. 

The Egyptian Government wishes to have 
a declaration which will enable the Prime 
Minister to assure the public that negotia¬ 
tions will be on the basis of an evacuation of 
the canal zone and will recognize the King's 
title m respect of the Sudan. The British 
Government, for their part, doubtless need 
to be satisfied that Egypt is willing to discuss 
other means of defence, and that recognition 
of the Kings title does not connote any 
limitation on Sudanese self-determination. 
Agreements on future political and military 
relations between the two countries would, of 
course, remain to be negotiated, and the pro- 
culfi W0U d doubtless give rise to many diffi- 

The Egyptian Cabinet is said to have studied 
to-night a report drawn up by the Foreign 
Minister on Monday's conversations with the 
British Ambassador. The next meeting, it is 
thought, will take place when the British 
Cabinet s views have been ascertained. It may 
be a decisive one y 
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SQUASH RACKETS 

Hashim Khan, who had bruised his heel the 
day before, played his first round tie with his 1 
foot padded when the Scottish open champion- ! 
ship was begun in Edinburgh yesterday, 

FIRST ROUND.—‘Hashim Khan (Pakistan) beat D 
Dugdale (Halifax) (9—2. 9—4, 9-4); D. W. D. Shaw 
(Scotland) beat G. J. Reece (Bromley) (9—1. 9—7 
7 — 9 , 9—7): I. C. de Sales la Terriere (B.A.O.R.) beat 

L. J. Vcmcy (Wales) (9—3, 9—0, 7 —9. 9 6) * 

•L. W. R. Keeble (Lansdowne) beat M. F. Mohtadi 
(Birmingham) (5—9, 9—7. 9—5, 9—4); ‘R. B. R 
Wilson (Surrey) beat R. Giles (Wimbledon) ( 9 — 2 , 9—3 
10— 8 ); W. D. McLaggan (Edinburgh Sports Club) beat 
G. R. G. Brown (Lansdowne) (9—7. 9— 5 , 9 — 5 )* j 
Giles (Sheffield) beat J. Everett (Scotland) ( 9 — 2 , 9 I— 7 * 
9—5); ‘Mahmoud Karim (Egypt) beat P. Harding-Edgar 
(Jesters) (9—8, 9—5, 10—8). 

^Seeded player. 

WEST OF ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS 

F - *>: Corbett, the holder, B. C. PhiUips, 
and the Oxford blue, C. B. Haycraft, were 
among the first-round winners in the West of 
England championship which was begun at 
the Exmouth Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club 
yesterday. Results:— 

CHAMPIONSHIP.— First Round. —B. C Phillim 
beat D. E. Williams (JO-9, 10-8, 5-9, 9 - 7 )* s G S 
Pawle beat H. E Hayman (9— i, 9—7. 10—8)* Cdr 
A. P. Pellew, R.N., beat Lt.-Cdr. P. W. Spencer R N* 
( 9 4 . 2 —9, 9—4, 10 — 8 ); D. B. Hughes beat I. F. L* 
Harris (9 “3, 9—3, 4—9, 9 — 2 ) 1 F R D Corbett 

(bolder) beat C. M. Butler (9— 7 , 9— 1 , 9 _ 1 ); R p 

Hawkey beat G. Newton (9—10. 9—7, 9—6, 9 -^- 3 ) * 
C. B. Haycraft beat H. G. L. Collins ( 9 - 6 , 9 —X, 9 Z 5 ) ’ 
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INCREASE IN EGYPTIAN 

IMPORTS 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, April 11 

Egypt’s imports during the year 1951 were 

Mm ' l .?,'/-,? 9 ' 594 ' 279 and 

compared with £212,68236 
and £172,959,011 respectively in 1950. Of last 
year s total exports 86 per cent, was cotton 

f t L U c^« a m , £ - 54 ,’i^’ 83 -l Egyptian) against 
£149,756,011 in 1950. The quantity of cotton 

exported from September 1 (beginning of the 

fecial year) until March 31, 1952, was 

2,944»804 rantars, and the export tax collected 

was £10,646:801 (Egyptian). . 


BACON FROM HOLLAND 

The Ministry of Food has made the follow¬ 
ing announcement: “In view of state¬ 
ments which have appeared in the Press the 
Ministry of Food states that no recent negotia- 
tions have been held at The Hague "between 
United Kingdom and Dutch representatives 
about bacon supplies and prices. The prices 
and quantities of bacon to be supplied to the 
United Kingdom from Holland during the 
current • year were • negotiated in • London last 
December.” 
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UNEXPECTED MOVE 
IN CAIRO 


TRANSFER OF TALKS 
TO LONDON 


MR. EDEN'S MESSAGE 

From Our Own Correspondent | 
CAIRO, April 11 | 
I The Egyptian Government suddenly 
decided yesterday to transfer the scene of 
the Anglo-Egyptian conversations from 
I Cairo to London. The following state- 
I ment was issued from the Foreign 
Ministry soon after Hassouna Pasha, the 
Foreign Minister, had seen the British 
j Ambassador: — 

I “ On Monday, April 7, his Excellency the 
British Ambassador communicated to his 
Excellency the President of the Council of 
I Ministers a verbal message from Mr. Anthony 
Eden, the British Foreign Minister. The 
Prime Minister, Hilaly Pasha, has decided to 
send Abdul Fattah Ainr Pasha to London to 
deliver his oral reply, after which Amr Pasha 
will return to Egypt.” 

This decision followed a meeting at which 
it had been hoped that the Foreign Minister 
and the British Ambassador would put the 
finishing touches to the bridge of the negotia¬ 
tions which on Monday they had repaired after 
the explosion over the Sudan. The thoughts 
of the Egyptian Prime Minister and the British 
Government on their handiwork were 
exchanged by the Minister and the Ambas¬ 
sador yesterday. The Egyptian Government, 
it js reported, found the British position un¬ 
acceptable on two points: It did not admit 
the exclusive sovereignty of Egypt for her 
own defence; and it made recognition of the 
King’s title dependent on the approval of the 
Government and Parliament of the Sudan. 
Egypt asks for recognition of the royal title 
subject only to the understanding that she 
accords the full right, of self-determination to 
the Sudan. 

MATTER OF DIGNITY 


The difference seems to be between recogni- 
| tion subject to the approval, and recognition 
subject to the disapproval, of the Sudanese, 
and is perhaps a matter of dignity jnore than 
of interest. But there is some reason to 
suppose that the Egyptian Government is even 
J more concerned lest the constitution for the 
Sudan be carried to its conclusion without 
reference to the opinions of Egypt. The legal 
position that any constitution must be sub¬ 
mitted to the co-domini, and need not come 
into force if both disapprove, does not seem 
to offer Egypt adequate safeguards, it seems 
to be felt, accordingly, that the United 
Kingdom should agree that no decisive steps 
be taken by the Governor-General of the Sudan 
until a joint commission, with a neutral 
member, is set up to watch over the political 
development of the Sudan in the transitional 
period before self-government and self- 
determination. The newspapers say, more 
crudely, that Egypt will not enter into any 
negotiations with the United Kingdom until 
the constituional developments in the Sudan 
have been suspended. 

Yesterday’s discussion between the Foreign 
Minister and the Ambassador are said to 
have convinced Hilaly Pasha that the Egyptian 
demands—and the background of public 
opinion and sentiment here—evidently could 
not be adequately explained to London at long 
range. On the basis of a personal message 
from Mr. Eden—which may be difficult to 
find in any archives—he is, therefore, sending 
Amr Pasha to make direct contact with the 
British Foreign Minister. Amr Pasha may 
well be instructed to point out that if the 
British Government have difficulties with their 
public opinion, the Egyptian Government has 
to cope with a revolutionary situation and 
deep scepticism on the part of the public about 
the value of entering into any negotiations 
with the British. 


NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 

The difficulty is that a declaration which is 
to have a resounding effect on Egyptian 
opinion must say more about principles—that 
is to say, Egyptian national aspirations-—than 
about their detailed application, which is what 
interests the British Government. Egyptians 
Point out,-however, that the conversations over 
the past few weeks have gone fairly deeply into 
the questions of maintenance of the Canal 
zone base, the air defence-of Egypt, and the 
collective security of the Middle East. In the 
light of the attitude of Egyptian spokesmen to 
these conversations, Egyptian circles find it 
difficult to understand why the British Govern¬ 
ment should make difficulties about the 
unreserved acknowledgment of Egyptian 
national aspirations. 

Hilaly Pasha’s initiative took diplomatic 
circles here by surprise. It is possible that 
behind it there are policies and tactics which 
meanwhile are obscure. At least the conversa¬ 
tions continue, and it does no harm to trans¬ 
fer them to London, where they can be carried 
on on a more confidential basis than in Cairo. 

To-morrow the Prime Minister will 
announce the postponement of the elections. 
He had given it to be understood that he 
would do so only in the event of a preliminary 
agreement with the British Government. He 
has now been able to Bnd other convincing 
reasons, particularly the desire of all the 
minority parties for a revision of the electoral 
Tolls inherited from the Wafd Government. 

Amr Pasha is . expected to leave Cairo for 
London by special aircraft early next week. 
It is not stated how long he expects to stay 
there. 
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SQUASH RACKETS 

Hashim Khan (Pakistan), the holder, and 
Mahmoud Karim (Egypt) reached the final of 
the Scottish open squash rackets champion¬ 
ship at Edinburgh yesterday for the second 
year in succession. The results of the semi¬ 
finals were: — 

Hashim Khan (Pakistani (holder) beat L W R 
Kccblc (Lansdowne) (9—4. 9—2. 9—2); Mahmoud 
Karim (Egypt) beat R. B. R. Wilson (Surrey) (9—5 
9—0. 10 — 8 ). 
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LONDON TALKS ON 
EGYPT 


AMR PASHA LEAVING 
TO-DAY 

ELECTIONS POSTPONED 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, April 13 

Amr Pasha is expected to leave Cairo 
for London to-morrow on his mission 
from Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, to Mr. Eden. The Ambassador 
spent the week-end in consultations with 
Hassouna Pasha, the Foreign Minister, 
and officials of the Ministry. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, called on Hassouna Pasha yester¬ 
day, but whether anything emerged from 
their talk to clarify the policies and tactics 
behind Hilaly Pasha’s initiative is not 
clear. Newspapers say that in the light of 
Amr Pasha’s report the Prime Minister 
will decide whether or not it is possible to 
enter into negotiations with the British. 

Hilaly Pasha has by this time built up, on 
the basis of his reaction to the Khartoum 
episode and the somewhat peremptory 
character given by the Press to his approach 
to Mr. Eden, the reputation of being a Prime 
Minister who will let no part of Egypt’s 
national aspirations go by default. It may be 
that his intention now is to ease himself into 
full-scale negotiations without any advance 
agreement on aims. Such an agreement, to be 
acceptable to both sides, must inevitably go 
into details which could be controversial in 
Egypt. 

NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 

That is an optimistic view of the situation. 
On the other hand, attention has been attracted 
by a cryptic remark of one of Hilaly Pasha’s 
Ministers that there are ways other than talk¬ 
ing to obtain national aspirations. At least 
if Hilaly Pasha wants negotiations he has done 
something to make them practical by post¬ 
poning indefinitely the parliamentary elections. 
A royal decree was issued yesterday just before 
the nomination period expired, when the elec¬ 
tion of unopposed candidates would have 
brought a new Parliament into being. Obser¬ 
vers nad been sceptical whether elections would 
be held at a moment so auspicious for the 
Wafd. It may have been thought good tactics 
to keep the threat hanging over the heads of 
the British as long as possible. Now the 
Egyptian constitution has been suspended 
again. Newspapers publish a proclamation 
by the Prime Minister authorizing the Minister 
of the Interior to arrest any person if he con¬ 
siders such arrest necessary for the main¬ 
tenance of peace and order. 

The main reason given for postponing the 
elections is to allow time for the revision of 
the voters’ rolls. Maraghy Bey, the Minister 
of the Interior, in an explanatory statement 
admits in effect that the minority panics have 
grounds for complaints that the rolls are 
weighted in favour of the Wafd. He adds, 
however, that the opportunity will be seized 
to reform the electoral law in ways designed 
to give Egypt a Parliament more truly repre¬ 
sentative than its predecessors. In the 1950 
election the minority parties and Independents 
received a larger percentage of votes polled 
than the Wafd; but the Wafd, with 
the support of only 20 to 25 per cent, of the 
electorate, captured more than two-thirds of 
the seats in the Chamber of Deputies. 

MINISTER’S HINT 

Maraghy Bey foreshadows a system of 
scrutin de liste or proportional representation 
instead of the present single vote. He refers 
to the failure of the educated classes to do 
their civic duty, and hints that voting may be 
made compulsory. The Minister adds that 
postponement of the elections will give time 
to complete the “ purge." What is meant is that 
the inquiries which are now going on into cases 
of corruption will result before the elections 
take place in the exposure of persons who are 
unfit to be candidates. Finally, Maraghy Bey 
makes the point that the present “ strained 
atmosphere ” is unsuitable for elections, and 
deprecates bidding for votes with Egypt’s 
national rights. 

What it all seems to amount to is that the 
elections will be held when the Government 
has completed the task for which it was 
appointed. That was to take measures to 
restore public confidence in Egypt’s political 
institutions and to realize national aspirations. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

NEGOTIATIONS 

AMR PASHA DUE IN 
LONDON TO-DAY 


PREMIER’S MESSAGE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, April 14 

Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador 
to Britain, was due to leave Cairo by air 
late to-night to carry out his mission in 
London for the Prime Minister, Hilaly 
Pasha. He is expected to arrive in London 
to-morrow morning. His departure was 
delayed until night to enable him to have 
a further talk with Hilaly Pasha. 

Cairo, April 14.—Amr Pasha is expected to 
convey to Mr. Eden a new proposal for a 
settlement of Anglo-Egyptian differences. He 
has been ready to leave at short notice since 
Friday. 

The executive of the Wafd held its third 
meeting in 48 hours to-day to consider the 
decree by which next month’s elections 
have been' indefinitely postponed. A 
statement issued after the meeting described 
the postponement as an “ unconstitutional 
measure,” and added that the Government’s 
action was a serious obstacle in the way of 
Egyptian national aspirations. The executive 
will meet again to-morrow to approve a 
detailed statement on the political c develop¬ 
ments. 

The Cabinet has said that the elections will 
be. held after an “ internal purge ” to give 
voters “ confidence in those for whom they are 
voting.” Its announcement also promised wide 
electoral reforms, including votes for women. 

POLITICAL EXILE 

The Polish Minister in Cairo, Mr. Jan 
Drohojowski, who refused to return to Poland, 
left here to-day for Mexico as a political exile. 
The Egyptian Foreign Ministry announced on 
April 7 that Poland had recalled Mr. Droho¬ 
jowski after Egyptian representations that his 
presence in Cairo was undesirable. Mr. 
Drohojowski is the second member of Poland’s 
diplomatic mission to Egypt to refuse to return 
home. A former commercial adviser, Mr. 
Halberstaate, sought political asylum in 
Britain. Mr. Drohojowski, a member of one 
of Poland’s oldest families, has been a diplo¬ 
matist since 1922. 

Mortada el Maraghy Bey, Minister of the 
Interior, announced to-night that the curfew 
imposed in Cairo after the rioting of January 26 
would be suspended during Ramadan, which 
begins in May.— Reuter. 
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SUDAN'AS MAIN 
DIFFICULTY 


EGYPTIAN SUSPICIONS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Of the two main points on which talks 
in Cairo have concentrated one—the 
question of British evacuation of the Suez 
; Canal zone and the defence of the Middle 
| East—should offer reasonable hopes of 
| agreement in principle, in which case 
i agreement on points of detail would no 
doubt be possible. In spite of some 
optimistic reports, there is no confirma¬ 
tion as yet, however, that any firm agree¬ 
ment in principle has been reached. 

The other main problem—the question of 
the Sudan—has proved more intractable. In 
the Egyptian view sovereignty over the Sudan 
tests with Egypt and the British have 
gradually edged the Egyptian Government out 
of its historical right. Originally it was Egypt 
under the Khedive, Mahomet Ali, which 
began the conquest of the Sudan in 1820. In 
1885, however, the whole of the Sudan was 
lost after the successful revolt of the Mahdi. 
: Only in 1899 did a mixed British and Egyptian 
! force under Lord Kitchener reconquer the 
I country, after which the Condominium Agree- 
I ment of that year gave a British Governor- 
General effective control, to be exercised on 
the joint behalf of Britain and Egypt. Egypt’s 
j rights in the Nile waters were formally safe¬ 
guarded, a number of Egyptian officials were 
1 included in the administration, and Egyptian 
troops were included in the garrison. The 
, Egyptian and British flags were flown side by 
I side. Later the Egyptians were in fact removed 
from civil posts after disturbances in Egypt 
culminating in the murder of the Governor- 
general, Sir Lee Stack, in 1924. Egyptian 
i regiments were then withdrawn. Under the 
| Angio-Egyptian Treaty of 1936, however, 
Egyptian troops returned. 

WELFARE OF SUDANESE 


Meanwhile British policy had aimed at 
j gradually opening posts in the administration 
1 to the Sudanese, and in the 1936 treaty it was 
agreed between the co-domini that the aim of 
the administration should be the welfare of the 
Sudanese. 

The process of introducing the Sudanese 
into the administration continued throughout 
the next 10 years. There followed the 
abortive negotiations between Sidky Pasha 
and Mr. Bevin in 1946, in which it was pro¬ 
visionally agreed that Britain and Egypt, 
“ within the framework of the unity between 
the Sudan and Egypt under the common 
crown of Egypt,” would follow a policy in 
the Sudan which would have for its essential 
objectives the preparation of the Sudanese for 
self-government and the right to choose their 
future status. The two Governments were to 
set up a joint council to review the progress 
of the Sudanese towards self-government. 

These proposals were never ratified", and in; 
November, 1947, the British Government pro-! 
posed to the Egyptian Government the creation! 
of a Legislative Assembly and Executive! 
Council for the Sudan. Agreement was reached! 
between the Egyptian Foreign Minister,! 
Khashaba Pasha, and the British Ambassador, 
Sir R. Campbell, but the Egyptian Govern-! 
ment rejected the proposals. Afterwards an 
ordinance establishing a Council and Assembly 
was passed by the Governor-General, ini 
Council, on June 15, 1948. The two bodies 1 
began functioning in November, 1948, and a 
Constitution Amendment Commission was set 
up in March, 1951, to consider how the existing 
Constitution might be amended, with a view! 
to further progress towards Sudanese self- 
government. 


EGYPTIAN ACCUSATION 

The Egyptian Government has declined to 
take part in any of these recent developments 
in the Sudan, and has accused the British 
Government of altering the situation to the 
detriment of Egypt. Last October the Wafd 
Government abrogated the Condominium. 
Agreement (and 1936 Treaty) and proclaimed 
King Farouk as “ King of Egypt and the 
Sudan,” the latter title never having been 
accepted by the British. 

Meanwhile the British Government have 
been bound by pledges given to the Sudanese, 
in 1946 and 1947, by Mr. Bevin and Mr.| 
Attlee {from which there has been no devia¬ 
tion), that there should be no alteration of 
the status of the Sudan without consultation 
with the Sudanese. It is extremely difficult, 
therefore, for the British Government to 
acknowledge the Egyptian claim to 
sovereignty, without appearing to alter the 
status of the Sudan and to be breaking past 
pledges. The problem has been to find a way 
of acknowledging the claim of King Farouk 
to the title of King of the Sudan without 
arousing in the Sudanese the suspicion that 
Jhe promise of consultation had been over¬ 
looked and their right to self-determination 
preiudiced. 

.On the Egyptian side one of the greatest 
difficulties is an unfounded suspicion, which 
owing to prolonged disappointment is still 
strongly held, that in some form the British 
Government intend to retain real control 
even after the Sudanese have exercised the 
powers of self-determination granted to 
them. If this suspicion could be removed 
there would be much brighter hopes of 
agreement. 
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SQUASH RACKETS 

Hashim Khan (Pakistan) beat Mahmoud 
Karim (Egypt) by three games to none (9—0, 
9—0, 10—8) in a remarkable squash rackets 
match in Edinburgh yesterday and thereby 
retained his Scottish open championship. 

Mahmoud Karim made countless mistakes 
in a vain effort to find a shot that would beat 
Hashim Khan’s tremendous retrieving skill and 
pace but was forced right off his game. How¬ 
ever, he rallied well in the third game when 
the pair provided some of the best squash 
rackets seen in Scotland. Karim led 6—2 but 
was down again at 6—8. He levelled again 
but failed to check a quick win for Hashim 
Khan, and the whole match lasted just under 
half an hour. 

WEST OF ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS 

„ C. Phillips (Kent) won the West of 
England Championship when he beat the 
Oxford Blue, C. B. Haycraft by 9—6, 9—2 
Jl 9, 9 3 in the final at the Exmouth Lawn 
Tennis and Croquet Club yesterday. Phillips 
played a fine all-round game, while Haycraft 
was a mixture of brilliance and unsteadiness 

Miss J. M. Watkins, the women’s junior 
champion, won the women’s chamr>ionshin 
beating Mrs. L. Riggall by 10—8, 6—9, 3—9 
,9—3, 9—0 in the final. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

OIL EXPLORATION 
IN EGYPT 


COMPANIES’ REASON 
FOR CESSATION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 16 

The news that all oil exploration and 
development activities in Egypt had ceased 
was contained in an announcement, by 
Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields (Shell) that they 
had asked the Government for permission 
to terminate the services of 275 members 
of their staff. Similar steps involving 332 
employees were taken just over a month 
ago by the Socony-Vacuum company, 
which is the only other concern engaged 
in oil development in Egypt. 

Both companies have given up hope of 
finding more oil in the Sinai area and have 
abandoned drilling. Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields 
nave applied for prospecting licences covering 
21 areas on both sides, of the Gulf of Suez, 
but declare that it is impossible for them to 
start operations there until the 1948 mining 
law is amended. The crux of the matter 
appears to be that, though the law permits 
foreign companies such as Shell and Socony- 
Vacuum to have prospecting rights, develop¬ 
ment rights are reserved to Egyptian com- 
panies, which are defined as companies of 
which at least 51 per cent, of the capital is 
Egyptian. 

PROSPECT OF ACTION 

A warning was given by both companies to 
the Egyptian Government 18 months ago that 
they would be unable to undertake further 
large expenditure on exploration unless the law 
was revised. Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields add that 
agreement needs to be reached also on the 
application of the 50-50 principle in the divi¬ 
sion of profits between the companies and the 
Government which the companies accepted at 
the Government’s request. 

In the interval there has been much talk 
about revision of the law, but no action. 
There are indications, however, that the Gov¬ 
ernment is now urgently considering amend¬ 
ment of the companies law to reduce the mini¬ 
mum proportion of Egyptian capital to 49 per 
<*nt. As the production of oil in Egypt is 
decreasing while consumption is increasing, 
the matter is one of some importance. 
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SUDAN PARTIES’ WARNING 

TO EGYPT 


CONCERN FOR CONSTITUTION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, April 16 

Reports from Cairo that the Egyptian 
Government is demanding that Britain should 
suspend the proposed new constitution for the 
Sudan are causing alarm among the parties 
that favour independence. The secretaries of 
both Umma and the Socialist Republicans have 
stated that their parties “ will positively resist 
any efforts by Egypt to delay the implementa¬ 
tion of the Statute.” Abdullah Bey Khalil, 
secretary of the Umma party, said there was 
no justification for such a move. Self- 
government was a domestic matter and the 
Sudanese right to self-determination had been 
recognized by the United Nations since 1947 
Any Egyptian move to interfere in this would 
be regarded as aggression. It would be defying 
the wishes of the Sudanese. He believed all 
sections of the community, irrespective of 
party, would fight any delaying tactics. 

Ibrahim Bedri, secretary of the Socialist 
Republicans, said Britain had promised self- 
government this year and no delay from either 
Britain or Egypt would be accepted. 
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At Eastern Command headquarters 
officers of the Class Z Reserve are to 
have an intensive course in junior staff 
officers' duties, (p. 3) 

At the Royal Horticultural Society's 

daffodil show, which opened at West¬ 
minster yesterday, 150,000 blooms were 
on show in hundreds of varieties, (p. 8) 
IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN 
Mr. Harriman is reported to be a possible 
choice for the Democratic nomination 
in the American Presidential elections, 
(p. 6) 

The Israel Government is planning to 
develop deposits that are expected to 
yield 3,000 tons of copper a year. (p. 5) 

| BRITAIN AND EGYPT 

The Egyptian Ambassador in London, 
jwho was recalled by his Government 
towards the end of last year, came here 
on Wednesday with a message from bis 
Prime Minister, Hilaly Pasha, to Mr. 
Eden. In the conversations, which have 
already begun, Amr Pasha's business is 
to explain the Egyptian point of view 
to the Foreion Secretary, as the British 
Ambassador, Sir Ralph Stevenson, has 
for more than four weeks been explain¬ 
ing th^ British point of view to the 
Egyptian Government in Cairo. Two main 
! questions are at issue in these exchanges: 
the future of the Suez Canal zone in its 
relation to Middle Eastern defence; and 
the future of the Sudan. 

The first question concerns Egypt's part 
in the arrangements now being made for 
the regional defence of the Middle East, 
but turns crucially upon the Egyptian 
determination, shared by all factions and 
shades of opinion, to secure the evacuation 
of British forces from the canal zone. 
So long as the Wafdists were in power 
they showed themselves entirely unreason¬ 
able in refusing even to consider regional 
defence arrangements until British troops 
were withdrawn. Their tactic of 
encouraging mob violence, which eventu¬ 
ally caused King Farouk to dismiss Nahas 
Pasha and to call on Ali Maher Pasha 
to form a Government, brought Britain's 
occupation of the canal zone into promi¬ 
nence as the principal barrier between the 
two countries. Now that the baneful 
influence of the Wafdists on Egyptian 
policy has, for the moment, been removed 
by Ali Maher Pasha’s stronger successor, 
Hilaly Pasha, the problem of the canal 
zone may possibly be seen in perspective. 
A solution is difficult to reach because it 
requires an adjustment between the needs 
of an effective Middle East defensive 
system and the resolve of Egypt to free 
her soil from the presence of British 
troops; but these are interlocking matters, 
and cannot be dealt with in separation. 

The second question concerns the future 
of the Sudan. As the fate of British pro¬ 
posals for an Anglo-Egyptian settlement 
put forward in 1946, 1950, and 1951 
deariy shows, Egypt will reject even a 

if acceptance means an abatement of 
her claims on the Sudan. These claims 
arise historically from the conquest of the 
Sudan by the Khedive Mahomet Ali. In 
Egyptian eyes they are not invalidated by 
the disappearance of Egyptian authority 
after the Mahdist revolt of 1885, followed 
as it was by the joint Anglo-Egyptian 
reconquest of the Sudan at the end of last 
century and the establishment of the 
Anglo-Egyptian condominium over what 
had once been an Egyptian province. The 
increasingly effective British control over 
Sudanese affairs, steadily more marked 
since the expulsion of Egyptian officials 
after the murder of Sir Lee Stack in 1924, 
has appeared to Egyptians an unwarrant¬ 
able encroachment on their rights. The 
balance against Egypt was not rectified by 
the 1936 treaty; it was still further tilted 
when the rapid development of Sudanese 
nationalism in the years after the last war 
evoked a favourable response from 
Britain in the form of constitutional 
changes plainly intended to prepare the 
way for self-government. 

The resentment in Egypt at what is con¬ 
sidered to be Britain's disposition to treat 
the Sudanese nationalist movement as 
though Egypt's large political and econo¬ 
mic interests in the Sudan bad ceased to 
count found expression in the Egyptian 
demand for the unity of the Nile Valley 
under the Egyptian Crown. Viewed 
against the background of Sudanese 
nationalism, this demand would seem to 
be short-sighted. Indeed, when Egyptian 
spokesmen were arguing their case against 
Britain before the Security Council in 
1947 they were obliged to modify their 
claim by admitting the right of the Sudan¬ 
ese people to decide their own future. It 
is because Egypt believes that the anti- 
tgyptian attitude of the Sudan Govern¬ 
ment prevents her from exercising that 
influence on Sudanese constitutional 
development to which the condominium 
enmlra her that she basthree times refused 
British offers to associate her with plans 
for the advance of the Sudanese people to 
self-government The last of these offers, 
made by Mr. Herbert Morrison in Octo- 
ber, went far to meet all reasonable 
Egyptian demands. It proposed the setting 
up of a resident international commission 
to advise the two parties to the Condomi¬ 
nium on the methods by which the Sudan¬ 
ese people can best attain self-government 
and thereafter decide their form of polity 
and their relations with Britain and 

E The Wafdist Government of Egypt Was 
so deeply committed to stirring up hostility 
to Britain both over the Canal zone and 
over British policy in the Sudan that 
nothing came of Mr. Morrison's initia- 


British administration in the Sudan. It is 
therefore essential that Britain should seek 
to associate Egypt—and the Egyptian 
people of self-rule P antf free choice!** 30 ' 5 ' 

Findings on Fares 

The sudden action of the Government in 
issuing an order suspending the scheme to 
increase railway fares outside London 
becomes still harder to understand now 
that the report of the Central Transport 
Consultative Committee on the increases 
of bus and railway fares in London has 
been published. This report was sent tc 
the Minister of Transport over a week 
ago, so that the Cabinet has had ample 
opportunity to study its contents. The 
Minister asked the committee to considet 
only a limited aspect of the London 
scheme, the alterations in fare stages and 
the increases of fares which resulted from 
these alterations; but the representative 
bodies who submitted protests to the Con¬ 
sultative Committee did not limit theii 
protests so narrowly, and the committee 
deaided to consider not merely the point 
put to them by the Minister but all 
“ the points of substance ” raised by 
objectors. 

The members of the committee inter¬ 
preted their functions so widely as to say 
that much of' the public protest against 
the fare changes in London was due to 
lack of publicity and to the failure of the 
Transport Commission in public rela¬ 
tions. On the main issues their findings 
are categorical. The general increase ol 
fares was necessary and "could not be 
avoided.” The alteration of fare stages 
was a step to make charges in London 
transport equal in relation to distance. 
There was no justification for the per¬ 
sistence of "sub-standard" fares which 
are “ concessions to a few which must be 
paid for by the many.” On more detailed 
points, such as the desirability of restor¬ 
ing penny fares or of retaining special 
low fares for shift workers, they found 
equally in favour of the decisions of 
the Transport Tribunal, which slightly 
moderated the effect of the scheme first 
presented by the Transport Commission 
and thus somewhat tempered the wind to 
the shorn lamb. 

It would have been disquieting if the 
committee had found that the long pro¬ 
ceedings of the Transport Tribunal had 
resulted in substantial inequity. Yet the 
report will hardly pleaso Mr. Hayward, 
who, as leader of the Labour Party on the 
London County Council, is again asking 
Mr. Maclay to review the London 
charges as a matter of urgency. Nor does 
it augur well for the outcome of the 
Minister's new submission to the com¬ 
mittee. It is now to be asked, apparently, 
to review the large increases in "sub¬ 
standard” fares outside London, low 
season ticket rates and workmen's fares 
which give exceptional privileges. It 
cannot, of course, be assumed that 
because the committee has decided that 
“ sub-standard ” fares are not equitable 
in London it will therefore decide tbal 
all sub-standard fares outside Londor 
are also inequitable—though the sam« 
reasoning is likely to apply. In any event, 
it is hard to see how the Minister, aftei 
this inconveniently outspoken report, will 

menu of London fares which take the 
form of concessions to those who have 
previously enjoyed the benefits of sub¬ 
standard fares. Other concessions would 
require a reduction of the general level 
of fares, and therefore a general loss oi 
revenue, with the probable effect ol 
making some form of subsidy necessary. 


over British policy in the Sudan that 
nothing came of Mr. Morrison's initia¬ 
tive It was quickly followed by Egypt's 
unilateral denunciation both of the 1936 
treaty and of the condominium agree¬ 
ments ; decrees were published setting up 
a constitution for the Sudan which 
would vest the substance of power in Cairo 
and proclaim Kino Farouk King of the 
s “ dan “ well »s of Egypt Negotiations 


thereafter settle their own political future. 
Yet, in fairness to the Sudanese them¬ 
selves, she cannot Ignore the strong natural 
ties of common interest (underlined in a 
letter on this page) which link the 
Sudan to neighbouring Egypt. In the 

indeed, it Is the juridical foundation of 


Minister's difficulties in drawing up the 
terms of reference of his new submission 
to the committee. It underlines the 
exceptional unwisdom of the Govern¬ 
ment’s hasty and unprepared intervention 
without any apparent policy and purpose, 
beyond the wish to avoid the unpopularity 
of dearer travel. 

Dr. Malan’s Adversaries 

While the Nationalist Cabinet in South 
Africa has not yet revealed, and perhap: 
has not yet agreed upon, its counter 

measures to the recent judgment in 
Harxis v. D5 noes, its opponents art 
proceeding on the open assumption that the 
measures, when disclosed, will be uncon¬ 
stitutional. On the United Party's own 
reading of the Constitution, enough tc 
justify this assumption has already beet 
said by members on the Government side 
speaking this week in the House ol 
Assembly on a motion tantamount to a 
vote of censure. The tone of the debate 
has been bitter, and more than on< 
Opposition member, including a distin¬ 
guished ex-Minister, has persisted with hi; 
protests to the point of getting himsell 
suspended. As is inevitable if Parliament 
itself is to be made a party to a quarrel 
with another organ of the State, there are 
already signs of the extension of the 
struggle beyond the walls of the Legisla¬ 
ture. Three bodies—the United Party, the 
Labour Party, and the Torch Commandc 
—have banded themselves together with a 
pledge to act as one “ until the fears that 
now beset the people are removed." 

The first of these bodies, which is the 
official Opposition, is the party of Smuts's 
last Government, and took its present 
form when he led his supporters out of 
the coalition with Hertzog aftei 
Hertzoo's proposal to maintain the neu¬ 
trality of the Union in 1939. The Labour 
Party, which is a party of white trade 
unionists based largely upon Johannes¬ 
burg and the goldfields, has hitherto con¬ 
centrated upon industrial affairs and 
shown less. interest than either of the 
larger parties in the issues of race policy 
out of which the present conflict has 
developed. Its present alliance with the 
United Party makes, however, no sudden 
change of front; the two parties fought 
the last General Election under a com¬ 
pact, by which the United Party refrained 
from opposing Labour in eight constitu¬ 
encies on the Rand, six of which the 
Labour Party now holds. The Torch 
Commando is an extra-parliamentary 
association of war veterans, led by a 
Oroup Captain who is a namesake of the 
Prime Minister. It has been formed 
since the Nationalists came into power, 
and its method of action is to organize 
processions and muss demonstrations 
against what its members believe to be 
the ambition of the Nationalists to set uu 
a totalitarian system of rule. 

What these three bodies have combined 
to defend is the ruling of the judiciary 
that the South Africa Act, 1909, is the 
fundamental law of the Union, and cannot 


Houses in joint session if there is question 
of modifying the “ entrenched ” clauses, 
which secure the equal official status ol 
the English and Afrikaans languages, and 
such political rights as are allowed to the 
Native and Cape Coloured peoples. In 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—The problem of the Sudan is likely to 
be with us for a long time yet—however much 
good will and understanding be shown here, 
in Cairo, and in Khartoum. Egyptian feel¬ 
ings on the relationship of Egypt with the 
Sudan and of the Sudan’s dependence on 
Egypt coincide with the conclusions of a dis¬ 
tinguished Briton. Since his opinions carry 
weight far beyond Britain, Egypt, and the 
Sudan, 1 should like to quote a few relevant 
sentences, for they help to explain why 
Egyptians cannot be impassive on the prob¬ 
lem : —“ The Soudan is joined to Egypt by the 
Nile as a diver is connected with the surface 
by his air-pipe. Without it there is only 
suffocation, Aut Nil us. aut nihil. 

“ If- the reader will look at a map of the 
Nile system, he cannot fail to be struck by its 
resemblance to a palm-tree. At the top the 
green and fertile area of the Delta spreads like 
the graceful leaves and foliage. ... I can 
imagine no better illustration of the intimate; 
and sympathetic connection between Egypt and 
the southern provinces. The water—the life 
of the Delta—is drawn' from the Soudan and 
passes along the channel of the Nile, as the 
sap passes up the stem of the tree, to produce 
a fine crop of fruit above. The benefit to 
Egypt is obvious, but Egypt does not benefit 
alone. The advantages of the connection are 
mutual; for if the Soudan is thus naturally 
and geographically an integral part of Egypt, 
Egypt is no less essential to the development 
of the Soudan. Of what use would the roots 
and the rich soil be if the stem were severed, 
by which alone their vital essence may find 
expression in the upper air. . . .” Later the 
same author refers to the reason for the 
River War : “ . . . To unite territories that 
could not indefinitely have continued divided; 
to combine peoples whose future welfare is 
inseparably intermingled; to collect energies 
which, concentrated, may promote a common 
interest; to join together what could not 
improve apart. . . .” These views, Sir, were 
expressed in an example of the inimitable 
prose to be found in The River War, published 
in 1899. The writer was Mr. Winston 
Churchill. 

My second point concerns the morality of 
the condominium treaty of 1899, indeed its 
legality. True, the Egyptians Signed the treaty 
on January 19, 1899, and another on July 10, 

1899; but. Sir, is it safe to overlook the dis¬ 
patch on January 4, 1899, of the Note by our 
acting Consul-General in Cairo, Mr. Rennell 
Rodd, in which he made it clear that her 
Majesty’s Government “ . . consequently 

expect that the Egyptian Government will con¬ 
form to all and any advice which will be given 
by the British Government concerning Sudan 
affairs.’ To-day our relations with Egypt 
must be built with stronger foundations. Any 
attempt at the retention of the legalism of 
1899 is the policy of the lost yesterdays and 
cannot be defended before a freed India, 
Pakistan, and Ceylon. For to-morrow should 
we not think afresh ? Can we draw on the 
fund of affection and respect that await release 
at the first sign of real understanding and 
generosity on the pan of Mr. Eden, who in 
1936 led Egypt towards a taste of new 
freedoms ? Yours, &c., 

GEORGE BILA1NKIN. 

Royal Empire Society, W.C.2. 
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LONDON CONSULTATIONS ON 
EGYPT AND SUDAN 

AMBASSADOR AND SIR R. HOWE TO 
FLY HOME 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador in Cairo, and Sir 
Robert Howe, the Governor-General of the Sudan, are to return to 
London for discussions with Mr. Eden on the Anglo-Egyptian 

The greatest obstacle tp progress is the future status of the 
Sudan, and it is hoped that the talks will reveal some new line of 
approach to this problem. Until there is a prospect of agreement 
on this point the question of Middle East defence cannot be 
developed. 


SUDAN MAJOR 
OBSTACLE 

BRITISH PLEDGE 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

Mr. Eden, the Foreign Secretary, has) 
decided to recall Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador in Cairo, to London 
to report on his talks with the Egyptian 
Government. Mr. Eden has also invited 
the Governor-General of the Sudan, Sir 
Robert Howe, to come to London to 
discuss with him problems arising from 
recent developments over the Sudan. 

Announcing Sir Ralph Stevenson’s 
call yesterday, the Foreign Office stated 
that the opportunity would be taken for 
consultations concerning the future pro¬ 
gress of the Cairo talks and the lines on 1 
which it is hoped that negotiations between 
the British Government and the Egyptian 
Government can be resumed. The| 
presence of the Egyptian Ambassador, 
Amr Pasha, in London is expected to assist 
these consultations. 

During the past four weeks the British 
Ambassador in Cairo has been trying to 
reach agreement with the Egyptian Prime 
Minister on the principles which both! 
countries feel should govern the defence 
arrangements of the Suez Canal zoi 
the future of the Sudan. 

LESS INTRACTABLE 

These exploratory talks aimed at find¬ 
ing a basis—which could be publicly 
declared—for future negotiations. They 
will continue when Sir Ralph Stevenson 
returns to Cairo, but it is presumably 
intended that the Ambassador’s con¬ 
sultations with Mr. Eden and Sir 
Robert Howe in London, by clarifying 
the issues through personal contacts rather 
than through exchanges of telegrams, 
should assist the British Government in 
furthering the fruitful conclusion of the 
Cairo talks, when they are resumed. 

The fact that the Governor-General of the 
Sudan has been invited to visit London may 
indicate, what has been thought to be the 
case since Wafd extremism gave way to more 
responsible counsels in Cairo, that the ques¬ 
tion of evacuating British troops from the 
canal zone is, at any rate in principle, less 
intractable than the problem of Egyptian 
claims on the Sudan. 

It is, in fact, on the Sudan that both the 
British and the Egyptian Governments are 
faced with the problem of reconsidering their 
positions, because, as both parties realize, the 
Cairo talks have demonstrated that without 
some modification on both sides no solution of 
th4 question of Middle East defence—now 
realized to be crucial in Cairo as well as in 


»ouiu not object to the recognition of King 
Farouk s title, subject to their right to main¬ 
tain or abrogate this connexion, as they chose, 
when their powers of self-determination 
became effective, it might be possible for some 
new basis for negotiation between Britain and 
Egypt to begin. 

.u e a 1 ) ' dls p ussion of British policy toward 
he Sudan the danger should not be over¬ 
looked of underestimating the effect of what 
seem reasonable and justifiable measures to 
educated opinion in the West on the simpler 
minds of the Sudanese. The presence, how- 
n V *. r -’ t Sir Robert Howe in London when 
British policy in the Sudan is being considered 
can be taken as a reassurance th»r RnH.ncs. 
local conditions will 
looked. 

His visit will also 
pose of enabling 


t any stage be over- 

the additional pur- 
r .S...OUUS nun, on his return to Khar¬ 

toum, to give to the Sudanese the most up-to- 
date picture of their problems in the light of 
| the wider view from London. 

JOINT TALKS ON 
SUDAN 

SATISFACTION IN CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 18 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, will leave Cairo by B.O.A.C. 
aircraft to-morrow to join in the discus¬ 
sions on the Anglo-Egyptian question. 

The news of the Ambassador's impending 
departure caased no surprise here in view of 

.ttive taken by the Egyptian Prime 

—-. last week to transfer to London his 
discussions with the British Government. 
The Ambassador's call on the Prime Minister 
yesterday was, it is understood, for the pur¬ 
pose of informing him of his recall. 

Die fact that the Governor-General of the 
Sudan also has been asked to go to London 
while Amr Pasha is there is likely to cause 
satisfaction here. Egyptians feel that the 
Sudan issue can be clarified satisfactorily only 
in three-cornered conversations. Egypt’s fear 
that her views and interests may be by-passed 
through the constitutional processes leading 
to self-government and self-determination in 
the Sudan is perhaps an element in her diffi¬ 
cult attitude over the question of King 
Farouk's title. It can perhaps be allayed by 
assurances which the Governor-Gen ' 


TIMELY MOVE j 

Plainly .any reconsideration of British policy 


no alteration of the status of their country, 
and on the other, the deeply held conviction 
in Egypt, given substance last October when 
Egypt abrogated the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian 
Treaty, that King Farouk is already King of 
the Sudan, and that British recognition of this 1 
‘ "is the Egyptians see it—must be a pre¬ 


condition of any further negotiations. Plainly, 
British pledges, given in 1946 and 1947 by Mr. 
Bevin and Mr. Attlee, not to change the status i 
of the Sudan without prior consultations 
with the Sudanese are In direct conflict with the 
Egyptian attitude, which assumes that the 
status of the Sudan is already changed and 
• that the King's title is already effective. But 
if negotiations between Egypt and Britain are 
to be resumed it is equally clear that some 
reconciliation between their totally divergent 
attitudes—held on each side with equal con¬ 
viction—must be reached. 

The problem, then, facing Mr. Eden in his 
consultations with Sir Robert Howe is to find 
a way of acknowledging the claim of King 
Farouk to the title of King of the Sudan with¬ 
out arousing in the Sudanese suspicions that 
the promise of consultations with them has 
been overlooked or their right to self-deter¬ 
mination prejudiced. 

“PRIOR CONSULTATION” 

..O*' P°i nt in this connexion which 
Mr. Eden may feel merits exploring with 
Sir Robert Howe is whether the phrase 

prior consultation ” in the British pledges 
might fairly be open to inierpreia- 
tions which would give Londr- 
Khartoum some margin in which t, 
sider the Sudan problem. Hitherto it , 

assumed by Britain that the Sudan’s ultimate 
relationship with Egypt should be decided only 
when the Sudan’s right to self-determination 
under the new constitution had materialized. 

In normal conditions this would be the fair 
and just solution, but it is arguable that the 
revolutionary situation in Egypt and the Dress¬ 
ing need for Middle East security mijtht seem 
to the Sudanese themselves to justify some 
alternauve method which would also fulfil the 
British pledges. 

One solution, which it is possible might 


find approval in Khartoum andEgypt, would 
he to invite representatives of alF bod it ' 

Sudanese opinion to attend a conference 
vened by Egypt and Britain, at which the 
Sudanese would be invited to consider their 
future in the light of the wider situation. It 
would be made plain to them that the pledge 
that they shall determine their own future 
siands absolutely. But if, as a result of the 
conference, it became clear th ai the Sudanese 


>r-General may 

DEFENCE ISSUE 
The Arabic Press prints thousands of words 
jf 1 **' 11 no fight on what passed between 
Mr. Eden and Amr Pasha. Doubtless the 
Ambassador emphasized the interest of Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prune Minister in a pre¬ 
liminary agreement on the basis of which he 
could justify before public opinion the decision 
"> enter into negotiations. The Wafd has 
iught Egypt to pitch her demand high, but 
/en so enough progress has been made on the 
defence issue to justify the hope that a formula 
acceptable to both Governments can be found. 
• would probably have to be more specific 
the question of the evacuation-of British 
forces than on Egypt’s intentions with regard, 
to alternative means of defence, but that does 
not mean, Egyptians say, that Egypt is not! 
ready to do what may be necessary to ensure 
the security of the canal area. 

Amr Pasha's mission is mainly to press oh 
the British Government Egypt's views on the 
Sudan. It is a question of finding a formula 
which, by recognizing the King's title, acknow¬ 
ledges unity of the Nile Valley without, how¬ 
ever, limiting the scope of eventual Sudanese 
self-determination. Egypt's position is that the 
sue might possibly become less rigid were she 
itisfied that future constitutional develop¬ 
ments in the Sudan would not be conducted 
under exclusively British auspices. 

KHARTOUM DEBATE 
ON CONSTITUTION 

PROPOSED CHANGES 
Khartoum, April 18.—Several motions 
which seek to amend in important respects 
the Sudan’s draft constitution for internal 
self-government have been introduced in 
the Legislative Assembly for debate 
to-morrow. 

The draft provides for a two-chamber 
Parliament instead of the present Assembly 
and an all-Sudanese Council of Ministers. Ii 
deprives the British Governor-General oi 
some of his present powers of veto, but leaves 
him in charge of foreign affairs and in control 
of defence. Provision is made for elections 
to the new Parliament, but reports here to-day 
suggest that they may not be held before 
October, by which time it is hoped that Britain 
and Egypt will have settled the dispute ovet 

The motions before the Assembly include 
one that the draft constitution shall enable 
the Sudanese to decide freely on the date and 
method of self-determination. It is proposed 
that the Government shall not fall if the 
number of southern members falls below two 
as required in the draft, but that the Premier 
shall be allowed three months to try to bring 
the southerners' number to two. 

The southern Sudan, comprising three pro¬ 
vinces, is non-Muslim and much more back¬ 
ward than the Muslim northern Sudan. The 
draft provides for two southern members to 
be in the Government to safeguard the 
southerners' interest, and as a further protec¬ 
tion the Governor-General has veto powers 


siders unfavourable to the south. 

Another motion is that elections shall be 
direct in all the northern Sudan. At present 
the draft constitution provides for direct elec- 
uons in the major towns and more politically 
advanced districts, but for indirect elections, 
through tribal electoral colleges, in more back¬ 
ward areas. 

Motions which are carried will be sent to 
the Governor-General. The Assembly’s views 
are not binding, but it will be in their light that 
the constitution will be drafted in final form 
and submitted by the Governor-General to 
Britain and Eevm.—r 
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JOINT TALKS ON 
SUDAN 


SATISFACTION IN CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 18 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, will leave Cairo by B.O-A.C. 
aircraft to-morrow to join in the discus¬ 
sions on the Anglo-Egyptian question. 

The news of the Ambassador’s impending 
departure caused no surprise here in view of 
the initiative taken by the Egyptian Prime 
Minister last week to transfer to London his 
discussions with the British Government. 
The Ambassador's call on the Prime Minister 
yesterday was, it is understood, for the pur¬ 
pose of informing him of his recall. 

The fact that the Governor-General of the 
Sudan also has been asked to go to London 
w hjie Amr Pasha is there is likely to cause 
satisfaction here. Egyptians feel that the 
Sudan issue can be clarified satisfactorily only 
in three-cornered conversations. Egypt’s fear 
that her views and interests may be by-passed 
through the constitutional processes leading 
to self-government and self-determination in 
the Sudan is perhaps an element in her diffi¬ 
cult attitude over the question of King 
Farouk’s title. It can perhaps be allayed by 
assurances which the Governor-General may 
be m a position to give. 

DEFENCE ISSUE 

The Arabic Press prints thousands of words 
whioh shed no light on what passed between 
Mr. Eden and Amr Pasha. Doubtless the 
Ambassador emphasized the interest of Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prime Minister in a pre¬ 
liminary agreement on the basis of which he 
could justify before public opinion the decision 
to enter into negotiations. The Wafd has 
taught Egypt to pitch her demand high, but 
even so enough progress has been made on the 
defence issue to justify the hope that a formula 
acceptable to both Governments can be found. 
It would probably have to be more specific 
on the question of the evacuation'of British 
forces than on Egypt's intentions with regard, 
to alternative means of defence, but that does 
not mean, Egyptians say, that Egypt is not! 
ready to do what may be necessary to ensure: 
the security of the canal area. 

Amr Pasha’s mission is mainly to press on 
the British Government Egypt’s views on the 1 
Sudan. It is a question of finding a formula 
which, by recognizing the King’s title, acknow¬ 
ledges unity of the Nile Valley without, how- 
ever hmiting the scope of eventual Sudanese 
self-determination. Egypt’s position is that the 
issue might possibly become less rigid were she 
satisfied that future constitutional develop¬ 
ments in the Sudan would not be conducted 
under exclusively British auspices. 


KHARTOUM DEBATE 
ON CONSTITUTION 


PROPOSED CHANGES 

! Khartoum, April 18.—Several motions 
i which seek to amend in important respects 
j the Sudan’s draft constitution for internal 
' self-government have been introduced in 
the Legislative Assembly for debate 
to-morrow. • 

The draft provides for a two-chamber 
Parliament instead of the present Assembly 
and an all-Sudanese Council of Ministers. It 
deprives the British Governor-General of 
some of his present powers of veto, but leaves 
him in charge of foreign affairs and in control 
of defence. Provision is made for elections 
to the new Parliament, but reports here to-day 
suggest that they may not be held before 
October, by which time it is hoped that Britain 
and Egypt will have settled the dispute over 
the Sudan. 

The motions before the Assembly include 
one that the draft constitution shall enable 
the Sudanese to decide freely on the date and 
method of self-determination. It is proposed 
that the Government shall not fall if the 
number of southern members falls below two 
as required in the draft, but that the Premier 
shall be allowed three months to try to bring 
the southerners’ number to two. 

The southern Sudan, comprising three pro- 
: vtnees, is non-Muslim and much more back- 
i ward than the Muslim northern Sudan. The 
i draft provides for two southern members to 
ibe in the Government to safeguard the 
southerners’ interest, and as a further protec¬ 
tion the Governor-General has veto powers 
over Parliamentary measures which he con- 
: siders unfavourable to the south. 

Another motion is that elections shall be 
: direct m all the northern Sudan. At present 
; the draft constitution provides for direct elec- 
; tions in the major towns and more politically 
; advanced districts, but far indirect elections, 
through tribal electoral colleges, in more back¬ 
ward areas. 

Motions which are carried will be sent to 
the Governor-General. The Assembly's views 
are not binding, but it will be in their light that 
the constitution will be drafted in final form 
and submitted by the Governor-General to 
Britain and Egypt.— Re uter. 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—I have read with much interest in 
to-day’s issue of The Times your leading 
article “ Britain and Egypt ” and Mr. George 
Bilainkin’s letter on Egypt and the Sudan. I 
have recently spent three months in the Sudan 
and, from inquiries made there, I understand 
on unimpeachable authority that, provided the 
Sudanese are granted self-government in 1952 
(in accordance with Mr. Anthony Eden’s pro¬ 
mise of November, 1951, recently reaffirmed 
by him) and self-determination not later than 
1953, they will gladly discuss with Egypt, 
Great Britain, and other foreign Powers their 
future foreign relations, and that they will 
agree to a new Nile Waters Agreement with 
Egypt under the supervision of the United 
Nations. In fact, as soon as the Sudan has 
obtained self-determination, there seems to be 
no reason why the difficulties and misunder¬ 
standings which at present unhappily cloud 
the relations between Egypt, the Sudan, and 
Great Britain should not be resolved 

It is of the utmost importance, therefore, 
nothing should be done to delay the grant 
of self-government to the Sudan, and, as a 
proof of the friendly attitude towards Egypt 
which inspires the Sudan Government to-day 
it is of particular interest to read in to-day’s 
issue that K the Sudan Government has agreed 
that three Egyptian officers should visit 
Khartoum to help the officer commanding 

?SfS ll e n i roof)S „ in , the Sudan t0 enlist up to 

™?2J^ anese \ for th ? Proposed Egyptian 
motorized internal security force. 

I am. See., N. R. UDAL. 

The Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W.l, April 18. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

LOSS OF POSTS 
IN EGYPT 


BRITISH OFFICIALS’ 
LEGAL ACTION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 20 

The British Government have decided 
to bear the costs of legal action on behalf 
of the British officials who were dismissed 
from their posts here, and a first action 
has been started in the courts. The de¬ 
fendant is a private school which dis¬ 
missed a British teacher on the instruc¬ 
tions of the Egyptian Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion, which had contributed to, the 
teacher's salary. 

Actions on behalf of officials who were 
directly employed by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment will doubtless be started when the time 
seems propitious. Altogether 195 British 
officials were dismissed by the Wafd Govern¬ 
ment last autumn in retaliation for an incident 
in the canal zone. About half of them were 
on contract for two, three, or more years. The 
rest were permanent Civil servants. Regard¬ 
less of the terms of their employment, all were 
given three months' basic pay in lieu of notice, 
and all had their allowances, which amounted 
to between 14 and 18 per cent, of their emolu¬ 
ments, withheld. Some were given one 
month's basic pay to cover the costs of re¬ 
patriation. Some were given passages for 
themselves and their families, some for them¬ 
selves only. No compensation was given to 
any for loss of employment. 

By an Egyptian law of 1936 the terms of 
employment of the permanent British officials 
were equated to those of Egyptian officials. 
The Egyptian Government was therefore 
entitled to dismiss them for reasons of gross 
personal or professional misconduct only. 

HINTS TO STAY 

As a first step, the British Ambassador has 
been trying to persuade the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment to pay the dismissed staffs the allow¬ 
ances- to which they are entitled. There have 
been assurances from the Ministries that this 
would be done, but apparently a decision by 
the Council of Ministers is needed. That 
probably awaits a favourable turn in Anglo- 
Egyptian relations. Many officials have 
had to spend most of their savings to main¬ 
tain themselves while completing the end¬ 
less fomalities involved in getting permission 
to leave the country. The business of a tax 
clearance certificate is particularly compli¬ 
cated. In some cases the British Embassy 
had to come to the rescue with undertakings 
to pay any tax for which the official might be 
found liable. 

Most of the British officials were employed 
as professors, lecturers, inspectors of schools, 
and teachers. There were also technicians and 
experts employed by the railways, in hydro¬ 
logical work, at plant-breeding stations, and 
in an aircraft factory. There are between 40 
and 50 Fulbright scholars from the United 
States in Egyptian colleges and schools, but 
there is no evidence that they aspire to fill the 
serious gap created by the departure of the 
British. 

REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE 

The newspapers recently reported a decision 
by the Ministry of Education to send 
Egyptians to the United Kingdom for training 
that would fit them to fill the vacated posts. 
The idea that places would be found in British 
colleges assumes a magnanimity on the part 
of the British Government which has been 
lacking in the Egyptian Government's treat¬ 
ment of the British officials. 

By this time nearly all the British officials 
have left the country. The British Embassy 
wrote to all Middle East posts and gave in¬ 
formation about vacancies to the officials' 
association here. The association had benevo¬ 
lent funds and has met all direct requests for 
financial assistance. But it is to be assumed 
that many of the dismissed officials find them¬ 
selves—if not yet in actual distress—in the 
position of having to start again from scratch 
at an advanced stage of their careers. 


l 



Loss Of Posts In Egypt. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Monday, Apr 21, 1952; pg. 5; Issue 52291. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS84102805 


2 



MR. EDEN AND 
EGYPT 


TO-DAY’S TALKS IN 
LONDON 


SUDAN PROBLEM 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

Mr. Eden is due to open consultations 
to-day on the Anglo-Egyptian negotia¬ 
tions with Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador in Cairo, and Sir Robert 
Howe, the Governor-General of the 
Sudan, both of whom arrived in London 
yesterday. 

They were asked by the Foreign Secretary 
on Friday to fly to London so that he could 
have the most up-to-date information from 
Khartoum and Cairo on which to direct 
British policy in the current exploratory talks: 
with the Egyptian Government. Amr Pasha, 
the Egyptian Ambassador to Britain, who 
returned to London last week, is expected to 
assist in Mr. Eden’s consultations. 

For some weeks Sir Ralph Stevenson has 
been trying to reach agreement with the 
Egyptian Prime Minister on the principles 
which both countries feel should govern the 
defence arrangements of the Suez Canal zone 
and the future of the Sudan. 

Sir Robert Howe and Sir Ralph Stevenson 
dined with Mr. Eden last night and had a 
preliminary exchange of views. On his arrival 
I at London airport Sir Robert Howe said he 
was hopeful of success from the talks, but 
added: “I can speak only on the Sudanese 
i side. I had a talk on Saturday with Abdullah 
Bey Khalil, as a leading Sudanese politician 
to get his views Abdullah Bey Khalil is the 
leader of the Sudan Legislative Assembly. 
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BRITISH ASSURANCE 
TO SUDANESE 


REMINDER OF PLEDGES 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, April 20 : 

Sir James Robertson, the Civil Secre¬ 
tary, assured the Legislative Assembly 
yesterday that Sir Robert Howe and he 
would do their best to represent the views 
of the Sudanese as a whole and of those 
in the Assembly in particular in any dis¬ 
cussions with Mr. Eden. He said there 
was no cause for alarm. He reminded the 
House of the British pledges on the Sudan 
and said there was no indication that 
Britain had any intention of violating 
them. 

The news that Sir Robert Howe was going 
to London caused great anxiety in Sudanese 
political circles, and it was strongly rumoured 
that Britain had reached an agreement with 
Egypt at the expense of the Sudan. It was 
also rumoured that Britain was going to recog¬ 
nize King Farouk as King of Egypt and the 
Sudan, and the parties were thrown into a 
flurry of activity. The independence groups 
—the Umma Party, the Socialist Republicans, 
and some National Front and non-party men 
—were holding week-end meetings with a view 
to forming a United Independence Front to 
resist any agreement which in their view 
u sold ” the Sudan. The Socialist Republicans 
sent a telegram to the Foreign Office to-day 

stating that they would resist any Egyptian 
sovereignty. 
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HILALY PASHA’S AIMS 


DESIRE TO FORESTALL 
WAFD CRITICS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 20 

Sir Ralph Stevenson called on Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, yesterday 
morning for a final conversation before he 
left for London. He also visited Prince 
Mahomed Aly, Afifi Pasha, chief of the 
Royal Cabinet, and Hassouna Pasha, the 
Foreign Minister. 

The Ambassador’s stay in London is ex¬ 
pected to last for at least two weeks. It is 
thought here that, though the differences on 
the terms of a joint statement on the aims of 
the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations may have 
been much narrowed in the Cairo conversa¬ 
tions, agreement may not be quickly reached. 
Hilaly Pasha, it is stated, still feels it necessary 
to obtain from the British Government in 
advance an acceptance of the evacuation and 
the unity of the Nile valley—terms which will 
be proof against criticism by the Wafd and 
other extremist elements here. The transfer 
of the conversations to London from Cairo 
no doubt reflects the thought that prolonged 
argument between the two Governments can 
be carried on there without causing so much 
excitement among emotional spirits in Cairo. 

The Prime Minister’s attitude is in effect 
that it is necessary for the United Kingdom to 
concede the Egyptian claims and take a good 
deal on trust in regard to the interests that the 
United Kingdom represents. It is stated that 
once evacuation of British sea, land, and air 
forces had been promised, Egypt would be 
ready to negotiate, while the evacuation was 
proceeding, on the question of the engagement 
of foreign technicians to assist the Egyptian 
army to maintain the canal zone base 
and the employment of foreign airmen 
under the Egyptian flag until the Egyptian 
air force was strong enough to do 
without them. It is understood that Egypt 
would also be ready to consider proposals for 
cooperation with other Powers in order to 
fulfil its intention to ensure the defence of 
the area. The essentials for a settlement seem 
accordingly to be present, although the details 
may be difficult to arrange to the mutual satis¬ 
faction of the two countries. 

Hilaly Pasha made it known yesterday that 
the postponed elections would be held before 
the end of the year. He ordered the release 
of Abdel Fattah Hassan Pasha, one of the two 
Wafd ex-Ministers who were recently placed 
under house arrest in villages in the delta. The 
other, Serag ed-Din Pasha, secretary-general 
of the Wafd, remains in his enforced retire¬ 
ment. 


POWERS TO DEAL WITH 
CORRUPTION 

Cairo. April 20.—King Farouk to-night 
signed a decree giving the Government special 
powers to deal with corruption and bribery in 
the administration. Special committees to be 
set up by the Ministry of Justice will have 
access to all official correspondence, books, 
documents, and telegraphic messages. They 
will have the right to - enter private homes, 
offices, and shops to question anybody who 
has had any official dealings with Government 
departments.— Reuter. 
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GEN. ERSKINE TO 
LEAVE EGYPT 


NEW POST NOT NAMED 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, April 20 
It was officially made known here to-day 
that General Erskine, who is relinquishing 
his appointment as G.O.C. British troops 
in Egypt, sails for England on Thursday 
on board the troopship Empire Orwell. 
His successor, Lieutenant-General F. W. 
Festing, has not yet arrived in the canal 
zone, though he visited Egypt earlier in the 
year for discussions with General Erskine. 

General Erskine’s change of appointment, 
originally announced last November, has been 
delayed because of the strained relations 
between Britain and Egypt. His appointment 
here was first extended to avoid a change ol 
command during the disturbances. Since the 
restoration of more normal conditions his de¬ 
parture has been further postponed, apparently 
to prevent its being interpreted as any kind oi 
concession to Egyptian opinion. “ Red-handed 
Erskine ” was a popular Grand Guignol figure 
in the Egyptian Press in the days of unbridled 
Wafdist extremism. 

People are wondering whether the decision 
to allow him to take up his next appointment 
now is arty indication that some measure oi 
agreement has been reached on the military 
aspect of the Anglo-Egyptian difference, oi 
whether it can be taken as a sign of confidence 
in the security of the canal zone. There is 
discussion, too, on what his new appointment 
is to be; In November it was announced that 
he was to become G.O.C., Northern Com¬ 
mand, but there is now reported to be a change 
of plan, Eastern Command being suggested as 
a likely alternative. On both subjects of inquiry 
the Army authorities decline to comment. 

*** A dispatch from our Cairo Correspond¬ 
ent on the Britons who have been dismissed 
from their posts in Egypt appears on page 5. 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—No one would dream of denying that 
the waters of the Nile are the life-blood of 
Egypt or that this fact amply justifies the vital 
interest of Egypt in the Sudan. But is not the 
corollary that the primary aim of the negotia¬ 
tions regarding the Sudan should be the direct 
one of solving the practical problem of ways 
and means to safeguard Egypt’s life-blood 
and not the solution of more ephemeral 
matters which happen also to be more con¬ 
tentious ? Whatever the rights and wrongs 
of Egypt’s claim to the Crown of the Sudan, 
it is clear that for us to concede the claim, 
while at the same time pledging ourselves to 
self-rule and free choice to the Sudanese—as 
we have done—could not increase Egypt’s 
security one jot, and might indeed inflame 
popular resentment in the Sudan so greatly 
as to endanger it. 

Mr. Bilainkin quotes words written 53 years 
ago, but he must be unaware that it is no longer 
true that Egypt is as essential to the develop¬ 
ment of the Sudan as the Sudan is to that of 
Egypt. As things are to-day, Egypt’s sole 
guarantee for the continued flow of her life¬ 
blood must lie in a reaffirmation of the prin¬ 
ciples accepted in the Nile Waters Agreement 
of 1929, which grants her priority of rights, 
and the provision of international (in place of 
our own national) guarantees for the observ¬ 
ance of those rights. That is all that really 
matters—^or should matter—to her, and it is 
my certain conviction that it is as far as it is 
safe for her, or right for us, to go. 

Yours faithfully, 

HAROLD MACMICHAEL. 

Nouds, Tcynham, Kent, April 18, 
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GEN. FESTING FLYING 
TO EGYPT 

Nicosia, _ April 21.— Lieutenant-General 
K W. Festing, who is succeeding Lieutenant- 
General Sir George Erskine as commander of 
British troops in Egypt, arrived here to-night 
from London on his way to the canal zone — 
Reuter. 


SWISS GUIDE KILLED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

GENEVA, April 21 

The well-known Swiss guide and Olympic 
champion Robert Zurbriggen, aged 35, fell in 
a crevasse and was killed to-day when descend¬ 
ing the Schwarzberg Weisstor glacier with a 
woman ciimber. His companion descended to 
the valley to summon help. A search party 
recovered Zurbriggen's body and carried it to 
Zermatt to-night. 


QUEEN JULIANA’S VISIT 
TO CANADA 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

OTTAWA, April 21 

Queen Juliana of the Netherlands will arrive 
to-night by air from the United States on a 
six-day unofficial visit to- Canada. Her 
Majesty, as Princess Juliana, lived in Ottawa 
from June, 1940, to midsummer, 1945, during 
(he period when Holland was occupied. One 
of her children was bom at the Civic 
Hospital, in a room which by proclamation 
was declared Netherlands territory during 
occupation by the Princess. 

PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ 
IN LONDON 

The Prime Minister of Iraq, Nuri es-Said, 
arrived in London by air yesterday from 
Baghdad on a private Visit to meet King 
Feisal and the Prince Regent, Emir Abdul 
lllah. Next ihonth he will go with the Prince 
Regent on a state visit to Spain. An Embassy 
official said, that Nuri es-Said was not expected 
to have any official discussions in London. 


LONDON TANKER DAMAGED 

The London tanker Beechwood (8,197 tons) 
was severely damaged early yesterday when 
she was in collision with the French ship 
Jararna (6,322 tons) off the Algerian coast. 
The Beechwood’s master, Captain C. Ander¬ 
son. reported that he was making for Algiers. 
The Beechwood has a British crew of about 
15 men. The owners are Oil and Molasses 
Tankers, Limited, of London. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

NEGOTIATIONS 

CRUX OF PROBLEM 


DELICATE QUESTION 
OF CONFIDENCE 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 
Mr. Eden opened his consultations 
yesterday with Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
British Ambassador to Egypt, and Sir 
Robert Howe, the Governor-General of 
the. Sudan, on the Anglo-Egyptian nego¬ 
tiations, and more particularly on 
problems arising from recent develop¬ 
ments in connexion with the Sudan. Amr 
Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador in 
London, did not attend this first meeting, 
but it is understood that he will join in 
the talks later in the week. 

The British Ambassador and the Governor- 
General were asked by Mr. Eden on Friday to 
return to this country to give him the most up- 
to-date information from Cairo and Khartoum 
on which to direct British policy when the 
Cairo talks are resumed, 
ik e "‘ n d a " th® innumerable verbal formulae, 
tne proposals and counter-proposals which 
have been put forward in the Cairo talks 
aunng the past four weeks as possible solu- 
tions of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute there lies 
the all-important need for establishing some 
aegrce of confidence between Cairo and Lon- 
aon and between Khartoum and Cairo. Unless 
Britain, Egypt, and the Sudan can have con¬ 
fidence in each other’s good intentions the 
chances of a solution in the canal zone or in 
the Sudan are negligible, for no conceivable! 
tormulae, however ingenious, can provide 
sufficient safeguards to make good the lack of 
that essential ingredient. 

RELIABLE GOVERNMENT 

Until the Wafd were dismissed from office 
any reference to confidence between Cairo 
and London and Cairo and Khartoum could 
only have been a mockery. The Egyptians 
maintain, however, that since Hiialy Pasha 
has been in power serious and effective steps 
have been taken to give Egypt a responsible, 
honest, and above all reliable Government. 
No doubt Amr Pasha will re-emphasize to Mr. 
Eden his previous arguments on this point in 
the light of King Farouk’s decision on Satur¬ 
day to grant the Egyptian Prime Minister 
emergency powers to deal with corruption and 
bribery in Egyptian public life. It has been 
the mam Egyptian theme during the recent 
talks in Cairo that, given some measure of 
diplomatic support from Britain, Hiialy 
rasha could harness the widespread disgust, 
particularly among Egyptian youth, at years of 
ward maladministration to build a new and 
more trustworthy Egypt. 

This encouraging—even if optimistic— 
analysis of Egypt's prospects would seem 
already to have given a new impetus to dis¬ 
cussions on the question of Middle East 
defence. Recent Egyptian proposals that, once 
evacuation of British sea, land, and air forces 
had been promised, Egypt would be prepared 
to negotiate, while the evacuation was pro¬ 
ceeding, on the question of the engagement of 
foreign technicians to assist the Egyptian Army 
to maintain the canal zone base and to agree 
to consider proposals for Middle East defence 
would have been totally unacceptable from 
the wafd Government. It is at least a measure 
of the progress towards an atmosphere of 
mutual trust made during the Cairo talks of the 
last four weeks that such a proposal from 
Hiialy Pasha strikes a less hollow note. 

HARDER TASK 

On the question of the Sudan, however, the 
creation of Anglo-Egyptian confidence is 
evidently a far more complicated and delicate 
task, and would, in any case, be valueless 
unless the Sudanese themselves could be 
shown effective reasons why, from their point 
of view, our confidence in Egypt was genuine, 
and not a forced and artificial growth to cover 
a breach of faith over our pledges to them. 

, This question of confidence is clearly crucial 
in the suggestion mosi frequently put forward 
for reconciling the British pledge to the 
Sudanese not to alter their status before their 
rights to self-determination become effective, 
and King Farouk's insistent claim to at least 
titular sovereignty over Egypt and the Sudan. 
It has been suggested that the word sovereignty 
is susceptible to a good deal of modification, 
and the example has been given of India as a 
completely sovereign republic accepting the 
symbolic headship of Queen Elizabeth. With 
this precedent in mind, it has been argued that 
the Sudan should move towards full self- 
government, as is allowed under the new Con¬ 
stitution, and during this period agree to the 
Egyptian Crown forming a visible link between 
Egypt and the Sudan, as the Egyptians claim 
is the case already. 

Plainly, however, the Sudanese obstacle to 
this arrangement would be their feeling that 
the Egyptian Crown might abuse any royal 
prerogatives once they had been recognized. 
Whatever the safeguards against such abuses, 
the arrangement would be unthinkable if 
Sudanese suspicions about this danger were 
not allayed in advance. 

OTHER FORMULAS 

Likewise, Egypt would never agree to such 
a proposal unless she could be persuaded 
that, m the interval between the recognition 
of King Farouk’s title and the date for self- 
determination, Britain, as the controlling 
influence in Khartoum, would not use her 
authority to persuade the Sudanese 10 sever 
their link with Egypt when they had the 
opportunity. For this Egyptian suspicion 
not to prove to be well founded, the Sudan 
Government would need to be persuaded that 
the Egyptians had turned over a new leaf in 
their attitude to the Sudanese and genuinely 
had the interests of the Sudanese at heart. 

Other formulas for reconciling British and 
Egyptian policies in the Sudan have been 
suggested, but the point is always reached 
where a measure of trust in the intentions 
ot all the parties is an absolute condition 
for any advance. 

. This need is well realized in London, and 
m reconsidering British policy towards Egypt 
it will be of the greatest value for Mr. Eden 
to be in direct ana personal contact with those 
responsible on the spot for assessing and 
understanding local conditions and feeling in 
Cairo and Khartoum. 
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general fi sting in 

CANAL ZONE 


LINCOLNS LEAVE FOR 
BRITAIN 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

FAYID, April 22 

Lieutenant-General F. W. Festing 
arrived here by air to-day to take over 
command of British Troops in Egypt from 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Erskine, 
who leaves for Britain on Thursday. 

Some 450 officers and men of the 1st Bat¬ 
talion, The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment 
(Lieutenant-Colonel D. R. Wilson) left Port 
Said for the United Kingdom to-day on board 
the troopship Empress of Australia. The rest 
of the battalion, which is being posted to 
Germany, will leave next week. 

The unit may later be replaced in the 
canal zone by the 1st Battalion, The Sher- 
: wood Foresters. The Lincolns are the first 
major unit to leave Egypt since the return 
to normal conditions in the zone. During the 
disturbaiuxs they were stationed at lsmailia, 
and played a leading part in operations during 
the first weeks of this year. 

EGYPTIANS EVICTED 

A number of Egyptians were evicted to-day, 
for the second time, from a hamlet on War 
Office ground just outside the gates of the 
Moascar garrison area, near lsmailia. The 
houses were first compulsorily evacuated last 
year when, disturbances broke out in the canal 
zone, their proximity to the garrison making 
them an obvious potential danger spot. 

During the past two months Egyptians have 
been returning to the hamlet by night. The 
British authorities have been concerned at the 
number of people loitering around the 
entrances to the garrison; in addition, the 
i bouses were extremely insanitary. 

With the agreement of the Egyptian 
authorities, it was decided to clear the hamlet 
again. Egyptian police arranged the eviction 
of the squatters,” and a platoon of the 1st 
Battalion, The Lancashire Fusiliers threw a 
barbed wire cordon round the area to prevent 
any further return. It was an example of satis¬ 
factory Anglo-Egyptian cooperation, rather 
than any kind of return to “ strong arm ” 
methods. 
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SUDAN PARTY’S MESSAGE 
TO MR. EDEN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, April 22 
The Umma Party to-day sent the following 
cablegram to Mr. Eden: 44 We have full con¬ 
fidence in your pledges regarding the establish¬ 
ment of full self-government in the Sudan this 
year, and self-determination as soon as the 
Sudanese think it practicable. We also con¬ 
fidently believe that the British Government 
will fulfil their previous firm declaration that 
they will not use the Sudan as a bargaining 
point m settling the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. 
Egypt s deplorable attitude, intended to delay 
our constitutional development, and her unfair 
attempts to impose her crown on us, will be 
utterly rejected and bitterly resisted.” The 
message was signed by Abdulla Bey Khalil, 
secretary-general of the party. 


LONDON DISCUSSIONS ON 

EGYPT 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden yesterday continued his consul- 
fcKions with Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador in Cairo, and Sir Robert Howe, 
the Governor-General of the Sudan, on the 
Anglo-Egypiian negotiations, and more par¬ 
ticularly on problems arising from recent 
developments in connexion with the Sudan. 
The talks, which are likely to continue for 
s P me at a later stage be joined by 

Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador to 
Britain, who last week returned to London 
from Cairo. 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—It is disturbing that at this critical 
stage of the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations there 
should be misunderstanding about the position 
ot the Sudan Government. It may well be 
asked: “ What is the Sudan Government ? ** 
It is one that is undergoing fundamental 
changes in an atmosphere of great tension 
with its few British members carrying a heavy 
and perplexing responsibility. As far as policy 
and order are concerned, the British element 
consists of the Governor-General, some 136 
members of the administrative branch, and 
about 40 police and military officers. They 
have to cooperate with a Sudanese executive 
council; a Sudanese Parliament, police, and 
defence force ; a predominantly Sudanese Civil 
Service, and a population of eight millions. 
They can keep the confidence of the Sudanese 
only if they can convince them that Britain 
will support them without deviation in the 
promises that have been made to establish 
self-government in 1952. So far the Governor- 
General has done no more than proceed 
openly, step by step, in fulfilment of these 
promises, and there is no justice in the accusa¬ 
tion that his Government have imperilled the 
Cairo talks by abrupt and uncoordinated 
action. 

The Egyptian Government, which has done 
everything possible to prevent this advance 
and to foment unrest and opposition in the 
Sudan, demands a concession that would 
strengthen its internal position. It seems that 
America is supporting this pressure. The 
stakes are admittedly high, but if the issues 
were clearly understood in Britain and 
America it would be recognized as inconsistent 
with the rest of the policies of both countries 
that the attainment of nationhood by the 
Sudanese should be frustrated even by the 
highest political expediency. No verbal com¬ 
promise, however subtly worded, that could 
satisfy Egypt’s immediate needs could fail to 
embitter the great majority of the Sudanese. 
They and their British officials would feel 
themselves betrayed, and bitterness and even 
disorder would ensue. Britain would lose all 
moral authority to give the Sudan, so largely 
her own creation, that further most necessary 
help which many Sudanese desire. She would 
have forced upon them a sovereignty—neither 
Egyptians nor Sudanese understand “ nominal 
sovereignty ”■—based upon a conquest and a 
reconquest achieved in the nineteenth century 
before the Sudanese were a people capable of 
expressing their will. ? 

Any British disposition to compromise 
would make the rest of the negotiations more 
rather than less difficult and might involve 
further surrenders. Once Egypt is convinced 
that the Sudan is not up for bargaining and 
the Sudanese opt, as seems likely, for inde¬ 
pendence, the air will be cleared and Britain 
can then use all her influence to bring about 
a tripartite agreement that will safeguard 
Egypt’s great and valid interests, especially in 
the Nile waters. World-wide strategic interests 
hang upon these negotiations, but Britain has 
also a world-wide political interest in her repu¬ 
tation for integrity and for the diffusion of 
freedom, and, in the long run, strategy 
divorced from politics is seldom successful. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARGERY PERHAM. 

Nuffield College. Oxford, April 20. 
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Recent Books 


AN ARAB RULER 


STATESMANSHIP AND 
CHARACTER 

H. St.J. B. Philby: Arabian Jubilee. 

Robert Hale. 30s. 

It is always a privilege, if sometimes a 
melancholy one, to be an eye-witness of 
the ending of a stable social order 
hallowed by centuries of usage and the 
beginning of an era shaped by the restless 
instability characteristic of the modem 
world. This privilege has fallen to the 
author, who traces in the remarkable 
career of his old friend King ’Abdul Aziz 
ibn ’Abdul Rahman ibn Faisal A1 Sa’ud 
the transition between the timeless Arabia 
of the Bedui n and the camel and the new 
Arabia of the cultivator, the motor-lorry, 
and the oil well. 

“ So long as we have the Quran,’’ the King 
once said, “ our Faith is safe; and so long as 
we have the camel, our honour is safe.” Yet 
to-day the camel is no longer the pillar of 
Arabian economy, and the King’s own great 
work of pacification and ordered settlement 
has been the main factor in softening the fierce 
fanaticism of the Ikhwan who in times past 
have recalled Arabian Muslims to the primitive 
purity of the Faith by the purge of fire and i 
sword. Even so, Mr. St. John Philby, whose 
admiration and affection for the King do not 
blind-him either to present shortcomings in 
the administration of Saudi Arabia or to the 
j radical adjustments it must undergo if it is 
| to meet the needs of the more intimate con¬ 
tacts with the western world now irrevocably 
established, finds good reason for sober 
optimism when he speculates on the future. 
Among his main foundations for this hope are 
the excellent relations between the King and 
his veiy capable sons (several of whom have 
by this time acquired a familiarity with 
administrative problems which finds too little 
scope in the present highly centralized regime) 
and the sense of pride in family achievements 
that binds them together in a friendly feeling 
of shared interests. 

No one familiar with Mr. St. John Philby’s 
work will expect this book to steer clear of 
controversy. He is a hard hitter, and his.; 
criticisms of the Hashimites and Egypt on one 
side and of the Zionists and Israel on the other 
are unlikely to pass without provoking bitter 
retort. This, however, is only incidental to 
the author’s main purpose, which is to present 
at once a biography and a character study of 
one of the most remarkable Arab statesmen 
of all time. His descriptions of life at the 
Royal Court from the standpoint of a member 
of tjte “ inner circle ” deserve to rank high in 
the literature which is gathering round the fast 
vanishing institution of personal rule. Long 
as the book is, every page is readable. 
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Imperial and Foreign 

SAFEGUARDS FOR 
SUDAN 


EFFORTS TO FIND A 
FORMULA 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Mr. Eden yesterday continued his con¬ 
sultations on the Anglo-Egyptian negotia¬ 
tions with Sir Ralph Stevenson, British 
Ambassador in Cairo, Sir Robert Howe, 
Governor-General of the Sudan, Sir James 
Robertson, Sudan Civil Secretary, and 
Foreign Office officials. 

-T5 e taIks are to continue until the 

middle of next week, when Sir Ralph Stevenson 
will return to Cairo and resume his meetings 
with the Egyptian Government. It is obviously 
desirable that his absence from Cairo in this 
critical period in Anglo-Egyptian relations 
should be as short as possible. 

From a mass of speculation about the Sudan 
it is possible to discern two main strands of 
argument which it can be assumed Mr. Eden 
has been trying to knit together into a coherent 
policy viable alike in Cairo and Khartoum. 

EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS 
There are, on the one hand, the Egyptian 
proposals, which seem now to be pitched in 
a slightly less uncompromising tone. From 
Cairo reports it seems that the Egyptians, while 
still insisting on the recognition, in advance 
of negotiations, of King Farouk’s sovereignty 
over Egypt and the Sudan, would be prepared, 
if this claim were granted, to give the Sudanese 
a formal guarantee that Egypt accepted the 
Sudanese right to ultimate self-determination 
without reservations and that she would exer¬ 
cise no influence arising from King Farouk’s 
sovereignty to prejudice any ultimate status 
which the _ Sudanese may choose. The 
Egyptians might even agree to an international 
commission being set up In Khartoum which 
could_ ensure that undue influence by Egypt 
or Britain was not used to sway the Sudanese 
in the period between recognition of King 
Farouk’s tide and their ultimate choice of 
status. 

CONFERRING WITH SUDANESE 
These proposals come up against cogent 
criticism from people with local knowledge of 
the Sudan, who argue that it is impossible to 
explain subtle interpretations of sovereignty 
to the Sudanese. They maintain that the idea 
of a king without powers would be inexplic¬ 
able to the Sudanese, and that the word 
sovereign in Arabic implies a master-servant 
relationship, which no amount of contradic¬ 
tion and denials from Cairo and Whitehall 
could ever eradicate. 

The Sudanese, it is argued, could not con¬ 
ceivably understand at this stage of their 
development the kind of symbolic headship 
exercised by the Queen in India. Nor, in 
fact, is it thought that King Farouk’s arbitrary 
dismissal of his Wafd Government and his 
willingness to suspend the constitution suggest 
to the Sudanese that the Egyptian monarchy 
has the same ideas as the British monarchy 
about its functions or .could easily adapt its 
attitude to the Sudan to one of purely symbolic 
headship. 

In the light of the above much would 
seem to depend on finding the best means 
of conferring with the Sudanese leaders 
on how to make the issues clearer 
to their followers. It has-been suggested 
that a three-cornered conference should be 
called at which representatives of Sudanese 
opinion could discuss with British and 
Egyptian representatives all the issues involved 
* the present Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. 

whether such a conference would serve any 
useful purpose at this stage would need care¬ 
ful investigation by Sir Robert Howe on his 
return to Khartoum. He would no doubt 
sound the Sudanese political parties as to 
whether, in the light of his report on his 
meetings with Mr. Eden and Sir Ralph 
Stevenson in London, they would be pre¬ 
pared to consider any move towards meeting 
the Egyptian claims. On their reply may well 
depend the future of the Cairo talks, for there 
can be no question of Britain altering her atti¬ 
tude on the Sudan unless the Sudanese have 
been consulted and have given their 
agreement. 
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IMPROVED SITUATION 
IN CANAL ZONE 



GEN. ERSKINE’S REVIEW 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

ISMAILIA, April 23 

In an order of the day General Erskine, 
who leaves for Britain to-morrow on 
relinquishing his appointment as Com¬ 
mander of British Troops in Egypt, pays 
tribute to u the comradeship of eager andj 
efficient soldiers ” and to the patience,! 
alertness, and discipline displayed by the 
British forces in the canal zone during 
the past six months. 

Asked by correspondents this afternoon for 
nis opinion on the Egyptian situation, he said 
he hoped the present negotiations would lead 
t° a P " h° nour able and satisfactory solution.” 
In the canal zone, he said, the Egyptian police 
now seemed to be getting a much firmer grasp 
of law and order, and British associations with 
them in recent weejcs had been most satisfac¬ 
tory* In his own dealings with the Egyptian 
Army in the zone he had 44 met much 
courtesy.” 

General Erskine leaves with the satisfaction! 
of knowing that' status quo ante has been all! 
but restored in the canal zone. Most import-! 
ant, the present efficiency and willingness to 
cooperate of the Egyptian police means that 
renewed terrorism on the scale of that in 
December and January is practically out of 
the question. 
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SPANISH MISSION IN 
CAIRO 


MEDITERRANEAN DEFENCE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, Api il 24 

Senor Artajo, the Spanish Foreign Minister, 
arrived in Cairo this afternoon at the head of 
the official mission which is composed of repre¬ 
sentatives of the Spanish Army, diplomacy, 
learning, _ and letters. Accompanying the 
mission is General Franco’s daughter, the 
Marquesa de Villaverde. 

The mission’s stay here, which is to last until 
Monday, rounds off the tour that has taken 
them to the Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, and 
Saudi Arabia. Its formal purpose is to convey 
the thanks of Spain for the sympathetic attitude 
of Egypt and the Arab States during the period 
of Spain’s isolation from the western Powers, 
and to repay visits which Arab and Egyptian 
notables have made to Spain. It appears, how¬ 
ever, that the mission is not unconnected with 
Spain’s interest in Mediterranean defence, and 
her hope that Egypt and the Arab States may 
sponsor the indusion of Spain in any regional 
system that may be set up in cooperation with 
the western Powers. 

A message from General Franco to the 
peoples of the Middle East expresses his regret 
at being unable to head the mission personally. 

Senor Artajo will have a discussion with 
Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister, and 
Hassuna Pasha, the Foreign Minister, and will 
be the guest of King Farouk at luncheon. The 
cultural agreement between Spain and Egypt 
will be signed on Saturday. 

After Senor Artajo had visited the head¬ 
quarters of the Arab League to-night Azzam 
Pasha, secretary-general of the league, said 
Spain had proved her good will towards the 
Arabs by refraining from recognizing Israel. 
The question of Spanish Morocco need not 
disturb Arab cooperation with Spain, he 
added. It would be settled m a friendly 
manner, in conformity with the demands of 
the inhabitants. 
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NEW PROPOSALS 
ON SUDAN 


EGYPTIAN WATCH ON 
LONDON TALKS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, April 24 

Information reaching Cairo about the 
conversations in London is said to be not 
very encouraging so far, but interest is 
being taken in an unofficial report that the 
United Kingdom is ready to recognize 
King Farouk's title as sovereign of Egypt 
and the Sudan if Egypt makes it clear, by 
a royal pronouncement or in some other 
way, that she recognizes the right of the 
Sudanese to unrestricted self-determina¬ 
tion. 

This, if correct, would signify a change in 
the London attitude, which hitherto has been, 
in effect, that recognition of the Sovereign’s title 
as King of the Sudan is a matter for the 
Sudanese, not the British. The new idea has 
been received not unfavourably in some poli¬ 
tical circles here, though it is pointed out that 
arrangements would be necessary to ensure an 
equal say for Egypt with the United Kingdom 
in the future constitutional development of the 
Sudan. 

A commission—composed of Egypt, the 
United Kingdom, the Sudan, and possibly 
another country with no direct interest— 
whose functions would include the super¬ 
vision of elections in the Sudan, might, it is 
suggested, provide appropriate machinery. 

Presumably there would need to be some 
understanding as to when the Sudanese would 
be free to exercise the right of self-determina¬ 
tion. Egypt would doubtless prefer not to 
make haste about that. The Wafd’s policy has 
ensured that any decision made within the 
near future would go against Egypt. On the 
other hand; it is believed that the Sudanese, 
after some years’ experience of self-govern¬ 
ment, might realize the need for the closest 
ties with Egypt. 

ACCEPTABLE FORMULA 

There is also the difficulty that recognition 
by Egypt of Sudanese self-determination, 
without reservations, would imply the right 
of the Sudanese to choose membership of the, 
British Commonwealth—an idea intolerable] 
to public opinion here. Still, Egypt cannot 
oppose for the Sudanese what she demands 
for the Tunisians, and presumably she would 
accept a formula which conceded that consti¬ 
tutional development in the Sudan, to the stage 
at which the Sudanese decide whether to be 
independent or to have some form of union 
with Egypt, should proceed “ within the 
framework of the unity of the Nile Valley.” 

Diplomatic circles here, especially those 
from countries directly interested in Middle 
East defence, await the outcome of the London 
talks with the greatest anxiety. It is generally 
known that Hilaly Pasha's position on defence 
issues is reasonable. It is not understood why, 
if Egypt accepts Sudanese self-determination, 
the British Government should hesitate to 
grant a concession which can make no 
practical difference to the future of the Sudan. 
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EGYPTIAN TRADING 
DIFFICULTIES 


FOOD IMPORTS RISING 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, April 25 

A startling statement on Egypt’s trade 
position has been made by Motaal Bey, 
the Minister of Finance, to the newspaper 
Al Ahram. It shows that Egypt’s need to 
import foodstuffs is increasing and that its 
means of paying for them is sharply 
declining. 

Motaal Bey said that in 1951 Egypt 
imported 1,100,000 tons of wheat and flout, 
at a cost of £E37,600,000. The comparable 
figures for 1950 were 531,000 tons at a cost of 
£E17,300,000. The acreage under wheat had 
fallen further, and wheat and flour imports 
in 1952 would be larger than last year. In 
addition, there would need to be substantial 
imports of sugar. 

On the other hand, the Minister estimated 
that cotton, Egypt's most important source 
of foreign exchange, would yield £E55m. less 
than in 3951. This was due partly to a decline 
both in the quantity exported and in prices. 
Exports in 1952 might amount to 5,200,000 
kantars, compared with 5,700,000 last year. 

Total exports rose by 16 per cent, last year 
to £E203m., mainly owing to the high prices 
of cotton. Imports were higher by 31 per 
cent, at a total of £E279,600,000! The unfavour¬ 
able balance of £E76.500,000—against 
£E37,300,000 in 1950—was reduced to £E39m. 

sports for currency cover, amounting 
to £E37,600,000, were taken into account. 
The Minister put the deficit balance of pay¬ 
ments to date at £E15m. 

Suez canal fees brought in £E26m. and the 
expenditure of the British forces in Egypt 
£E15m., but this important item would dis¬ 
appear when evacuation was achieved. Motaal 
Bey mentioned also the loss of £E9m. tourist 
expenditure, in, consequence of the uncertain 
political situation, as having greatly affected 
the balance of payments. Egypt had been 
compelled to draw more heavily on the sterling 
balances, which were reduced by £E55m, in 
1951. That, however, was offset by an in¬ 
crease of £E35m. in Egyptian gold and dollar 
holdings, including £E14m. converted into 
dollars in the execution of the sterling releases 
agreement of July, 1951. 

The Minister recommended a reduction in 
the import of luxuries by raising Customs 
duties, and if necessary by resort to the quota 
system; an expansion of the wheat acreage; 
a reduction of expenditure on private travel 
abroad, on imported equipment for Govern¬ 
ment use, and in Government out-payments in 
general; and the encouragement of exports 
by a relaxation of restrictions and an expan¬ 
sion of barter trading. 
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EXPLOSION IN U.S 
CRUISER 


30 KILLED OFF KOREA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


NEW YORK, April 25 
I he Navy announced to-day that 30 
men were killed in an explosion on Mon¬ 
day in the forward turret of the United 
States cruiser St. Paul while she was firing 
on enemy positions between the battle- 
front on the east coast of Korea and the 
port of Wonsan. 


The explosion was not caused by enemy 
action. The St. Paul moved out of range of 
the shore to put the dead on board a hospital 
ship, and then resumed her attack on enemy 
targets. 


TWO BRITISH SEAMEN 
KILLED 

The Admiralty issued the following state¬ 
ment in London yesterday: — 

Superficial damage has been sustained by 
H.M.S. Concord (Commander C. P. Mills, 
R.N.). during operations off Korea. Pre¬ 
liminary reports say the destroyer received one 
hit by a shell fired from a shore battery. 

As a result the Admiralty regret to announce 
that Able Seaman A. B. F. Greenwood, official 
number P/SSX 836486, and Able Seaman J. 
Bravington. official number P/SSX 84731L 
were killed in action. 


KOREAN ARMISTICE TALKS 

Tokyo. April 25.—The United Nations has 
asked the Communists to attend a full meeting 
of delegates to the Korean armistice talks on 

Sunday. 

This came after the Communists earlier 
to-day broke off talks on an exchange of 
prisoners of war after accusing the allies of 
planning to hold back some prisoners.— 
Reuter. 


ANGLO-EGYPTTAN TALKS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

There were no further meetings in London 
yesterday on the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, as 
Mr. Eden had to leave to fulfil an engagement 
in Blackburn. There will be a break in the 
talks until Monday, when the Foreign” Secre¬ 
tary is expected to have a further meeting with 
Sir Robert Howe, Governor-General of the 
Sudan, and Sir Ralph Stevenson, British 
Ambassador to Egypt. 


QUEEN JULIANA’S VISIT TO 
CANADA 

Queen Juliana of the Netherlands, who is 
visiting Canada, yesterday went to see Nether¬ 
lands settlers in the Niagara peninsula. To-day 
the aircraft placed at her disposal will carry 
her to other settlers’ homes farther east along 
the St. Lawrence basin. 1 
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LOCUSTS IN ISRAEL 


SWARMS SETTLE FOR 
EGG-LAYING 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS 

TEL AVIV, April 27 

Swarms of yellow locusts, flying in the wake 
of the strong easterly wind known as the 
Khamseen, appeared over Israel yesterday and 
settled at various points along the coast from 
Beersheba to a point considerably north of 
Tel Aviv. Farmers have been warned by 
radio not to disturb the insects until the 
Ministry of Agriculture can assess the danger 
and decide on the action to be taken. 

It was announced to-day that the colour 
of the locusts indicates that they are about 
to lay eggs and do not present an immediate 
danger. Poison will be scattered from the air 
l and along the ground when the hoppers emerge 
in a few weeks’ time. Before settling yesterday 
the locusts flew in dense formation at heights 
of 150 to 300ft. Birds were seen spearing 
them in the air. 

AMMAN, April 27 

The Jordan Department of Agriculture 
reports that swarms of locusts were seen fly¬ 
ing northwards yesterday in Hebron and the 
suburbs of Jerusalem. Those in Hebron were 
later on driven away by the wind and crossed 
the border into Israel. Specialists from Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Lebanon, and 
Jordan met yesterday to discuss means of com¬ 
bating the invasion. 


i 



Locusts In Israel. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS 

The Times (London, England),Monday, Apr 28, 1952; pg. 5; Issue 52297. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number: CS 84627100 


2 



EGYPT’S RELATIONS 
WITH BRITAIN 


ANXIETY IN CAIRO OVER 
LONDON TALKS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
CAIRO, April 27 

The state of the Anglo-Egyptian con¬ 
versations in London is not known here, 
but reports that the British Government 
have decided to recognize King Farouk's 
title as Sovereign of Egypt and the Sudan, 
without first consulting the Sudanese, are 
apparently premature. 

The present period is one o£ nervous waiting. 
It is not only the whole future of Anglo- 
Egyptian relations that is at stake; the trend 
of Egyptian internal politics will, it is realized, 
depend upon what happens in London. A 
breakdown would, to say the least, strengthen 
extremist elements here. 

A question asked in some circles is whether 
conversations should not be carried on directly 
between Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, and 
the British Foreign Secretary. The mutual 
confident^ which, it is believed, would be 
developed in persona! contacts between respon¬ 
sible Ministers might, it is thought, make 
agreement easier. 

The newspapers, or at any rate, the more 
extreme sections of the Press, are showing im¬ 
patience . There are jeers at what is called the 

theatre ” being put on by Mr. Eden with 
Sir Robert Howe and Sir Ralph Stevenson, with 
no other object, it is alleged, than that of 
deceiving Egyptian and world opinion into the 
belief that the British Government are making 
every effort to concede Egypt’s rights. Salah- 
ed-din Pasha, who was the Wafd’s Foreign 
Minister, is being more frequently quoted, 
always to the same effect: there is nothing to 
be obtained from the British by negotiations. 

official investigations 

Meanwhile the clean-up in politics and 
administration gets into its stride. Motaal Bey, 
the Finance Minister, has set up a judicial 
commission to investigate speculation by lead¬ 
ing traders, assisted by “ persons of influ¬ 
ence,” from 1950 until early this year. This 
body will look into the conduct of a former 
under-secretary for cotton and a former 
Government representative on the Alexandria 
market, and into suspicious circumstances 
connected with certain international barter 
agreements. 

Another commission is to inquire into 
encroachments on State lands and sales to 
officials, while a third will bring the stock 
markets under scrutiny. How thorough this 
effort to give Egypt honest administra¬ 
tion will probably depend largely on the 
measure of success the Prime Minister achieves 
on the main national questions. 

It is announced that the King has con¬ 
ferred on Hilaly Pasha the cordon of the 
Order of Mobamed Aly in recognition of his 
efforts in the national cause and his pro¬ 
gramme of internal reform. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, April 27 

Commenting on London reports that the 
Governor-General of the Sudan may seek the 
views of political parties on the question of 
Egyptian sovereignty when he return to Khar¬ 
toum, Abdulla Bey Khalil, secretary-general 
of the Umma Party, said this would not be 
acceptable to the party. ‘‘The Sudanese 
parties are not representative of the country as 
a whole,” he stated. “ The way to get the 
views of the people is either to have a general 
election or a plebiscite.” 
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Imperial and Foreign 

ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

DIFFERENCES 


PURPOSE OF LONDON 
DISCUSSIONS 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The aim of Mr. Eden's consultations on 
the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, which have 
been continuing in London for some 10 
days, has been to formulate, from the, 
British side, certain principles which! 
might, if agreed by the Egyptians, form j 
the basis for a joint declaration to lead 
into a resumption of negotiations. 

For four weeks previously Sir Ralph Steven¬ 
son, the British Ambassador, had similar talks 
in Cairo, as it has been the firm conviction 
of the Egyptian Prime Minister that his Gov¬ 
ernment cannot afford to open negotiations 
unless he can first assure Egyptian public 
opinion that the British have agreed, at least 
in principle, to what the Egyptians regard as 
their basic national aspirations. 

The effort to find agreed principles, having 
failed in Cairo, was transferred to London, 
and Sir Robert Howe, the Governor-General 
of the Sudan, was invited by Mr. Eden to 
assist in the search. 

It now seems likely that the British attitude 
to the principles that should govern any joint 
declaration has been finally decided, and that 
it will be put to the Egyptian Government, 
through Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador 
m London, some time this week. The draft 
is believed to have been put to the Ambassador 
earlier, and to have been reconsidered in the 
light of his assurance that, as it stood, there 
was little chance of its acceptance in Cairo. 

KING FAROUK’S TITLE 

It can be assumed, however, that on the 
crucial Egyptian principle—that Britain should 
recognize King Farouk’s sovereignty over the 
Sudan as an established fact—there has been 
no alteration of British insistence on prior 
consultations with the Sudanese. Presumably 
in any declaration of principle agreeable to 
this country, the question of sovereignty will 
be clearly stated as conditional on approval 
in Khartoum. It is widely believed in London, 
and presumably also in Cairo, that the 
Sudanese will stand firm against accepting any 
form of Egyptian sovereignty, and that such 
formulae as nominal headship, anaiagous to 
the position of the British crown, in India, 
would be incomprehensible to the majority 
of the Sudanese. 

In view of this, there can be little doubt 
that the feelings in Egypt on King Farouk’s 
title will not be assuaged by any British offer 
of recognition that depends on Sudanese 
approval. 

It would seem, therefore, that the London 
talks have at_ least succeeded in making clear 
the impossibility of agreeing with the Egyp¬ 
tians on any public declaration on principles, 
as a result of which negotiations might be 
resumed. Whether, however, the Egyptians 
will necessarily continue to insist on such a 
public declaration, in view of its evident im¬ 
practicability, will remain to be seen. It is 
conceivable that the Egyptian Government and 
the King will feri strong enough to risk 
reopening negotiations without being able to 
announce victory in advance. 

. Nuri Pasha, the Iraqi Prime Minister, who 
is m London on a private visit, called on Mr. 
Eden at the Foreign Office yesterday. He is 
believed to have discussed various problems in 
connexion with the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. 
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HILALY PASHA’S 
TASK 

BIGGEST TEST YET 
TO COME 


FROM OUR MIDDLE EAST CORRESPONDENT 


Egypt has had Neguib el Hilaly Pasha 
as Prime Minister for two months and is 
still unable to estimate his stature. He is a 
silent man, and, on the evidence of some 
of his works, a strong one. But the real 
test of his calibre is still to come. Will he 
or will he not grasp the nettle of negotia¬ 
tions with Great Britain ? 

The Hilaly Pasha Government is an exercise 
in house-cleaning. Put bluntly, it is a matter 
of cleaning the Egyptian house of the Wafd, 
at any rate under its present leadership.- By 
its extremism on the national issue and by 
domestic misgovernment, the Wafd brought 
Egypt to the edge of a revolution of which 
Communism would perhaps have been the 
most likely survivor. A!y Maher Pasha, who 
took over the reins after Cairo’s terrible 
“ black Saturday,” handled the Wafd with kid 
gloves. In the weeks immediately after its dis¬ 
missal, that was perhaps a prudent course. But 
while the spectre of the return of the Wafd 
remained, confidence and stability could not be 
restored in Egypt. 

EXCEPTIONALLY ABLE 

Then came Hilaly Pasha. The Wafd had 
reason to fear him. He is exceptionally able. 
He had been the policy-maker of the Wafd 
before he parted company with it on the score 
of its corruption. Things began to happen. 
The Wafdist-dominated Parliament was sent 
packing. The lamentable performance of the 
Wafd Minister of the Interior, Serag ed Din 
Pasha, during the Cairo riots was exposed in 
the Press. Serag ed Din, who is secretary- 
general of the Wafd, and another Wafd leader 
of the same breed, Abdel Fattah Hassan 
Pasha, were retired to their villages in the 
Delta. Hilaly Pasha was taking no chances 
on their “ raising the .streets ” against him. 
He went on to carry through a great admini¬ 
strative reshuffle, which placed officials known 
to be loyal to the present Cabinet in all the key 
points of public security. It involved two 
under-secretaries of State, four governors ol 
provinces, and !3 moudirs. The continuance 
of martial law was decreed for an indefinite 
period. All the while Maragy Bey, the Minister 
of the Interior, was taking measures to re¬ 
organize and restore the morale and efficiency 
of the police. 

Preparations have been laid also for what is 
known as the “ purge.” The removal of offi¬ 
cials irregularly promoted for political reasons 
by previous Governments is under way. 
Sharp teeth have been put into the Origins 
of Fortunes Bill, which will enable the Gov¬ 
ernment to expose and prosecute officials— 
not to mention their wives—who may have 
been cashing in on their posts. Commissions 
have been set up to probe suspected cases of 
bribery, corruption, and abuse of power in 
Government departments. A Bill is on the 
stocks which apparently will permit the trial 
of ex-Mmisters for any derelictions of duty 
that may not come within the scope of the 
ordinary criminal JaA'. 

A REFORMED PARTY 


When the “ purge ” has gone some way 
it is to be expected that many prominent 
Wafdists will find themselves in gaol, or at 
least disqualified from holding public office 
or being candidates for Parliament. We might 
see Hilaly Pasha emerging as the leader of a 
reformed party. At present the party leader¬ 
ship is in open opposition to him. It is said, 
however, that 30 per cent, of the members 
adhere in spirit to Hilaly Pasba although their 
nominal allegiance is to the aged Nahas Pasha. 
If the Government pressure increases, there is 
at least likely to be a growing number of 
Wafdists ready to sacrifice Serag ed Din. 

At one point Hilaly Pasha appeared to hesi¬ 
tate. That was when he fixed parliamentary 
elections for the middle of May. Only the 
Wafd was ready for them. It turned out that 
the threat of elections was mainly for the 
benefit of the British. Either they could come 
through with the national aspirations in time, 
or face dealing with the Wafd again. In the 
end, however, the elections were postponed 
indefinitely. This rather unpleasant man¬ 
oeuvre is a reminder that house-cleaning in 
Egypt has to be carried out in part on the 
international stage. Hilaly Pasha can hope to 
cope with the Wafd only if he gets a settle¬ 
ment with Britain that appeals to Egyptian 
Public opinion as conceding the country’s 
nghts. That should not be impossible, pro¬ 
vided that the two countries can get down to 
detailed negotiations.' The trouble is. as 
Egyptians would say. that the propaganda of 
the Wafd has thoroughly discredited negotia¬ 
tion as a method of dealing with the British. 

It is against that background that the con¬ 
versations aimed at agreement, as the British 
Foreign Office put it, on the broad lines which 
negotiations should follow, are to be ex¬ 
plained. The more Hilaly Pasha can obtain 
in advance from the British, the less does he 
expose himself to attack on the score of weak- 
ness or treachery. Given enough help by the 
British, Hilaly Pasha, it is stated here, will not 
be found wanting in courage to take the 
plunge. 
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MR. EDEN AND THE 
SUDAN 


EFFORTS TO SATISFY 
EGYPT 


LONDON TALKS ENDED, 

From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

It was announced in London yesterday 
that the consultations between the 
Governor-General of the Sudan, Sir 
Robert Howe, the British Ambassador in 
Cairo, Sir Ralph Stevenson, and the 
Foreign Secretary on outstanding issues in 
regard to Egypt and the Sudan, which have 
been proceeding during the past few days, 
have now been concluded. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson is to return by air to¬ 
day to Cairo, where he will resume talks with 
the Egyptian Government. The Governor- 
General is to fly to Khartoum on Saturday. 

The principal aim of Mr. Eden’s talks in 
London has been to find a way of resolving 
the contradiction between the Egyptian King’s 
insistence on British recognition of his 
sovereignty over the Sudan, in advance of 
negotiations, and the British pledges not to 
alter the status of the Sudan without prior 
consultations with the Sudanese. It has been 
clear from the start that there could be no 
reconciliation between these two opposing 
attitudes, which are plainly incompatible, but 
it has presumably been Mr. Eden's endeavour, 
in consultation with the two officials best 
imormed of local feeling in Cairo and 
Khartoum, to find a way to circumvent, rather 
than remove, this main obstacle in the path 
ot Anglo-Egyptian friendship. It will no 
doubt be Sir Ralph Stevenson’s first task on 
returning to Cairo to Jay the fruits of Mr. 
fcdens consultations before the Egyptian 
Government. 

LIMIT OF CONCESSION 

In the light of the British pledges to the 
Sudan, the Farthest that it would seem possible 
for tne British Government to go would be 

ex P ress .readiness to recognize in principle 
J* 1 ® Egyptian King’s sovereignty over the 
Sudan, on the condition that the 
Sudanese, after consultations, had given their 
consent. Whether such an offer, if it were 
made, would give the Egyptian Government 
sufficient satisfaction, ana sufficient grounds 
for satisfying their own public opinion, to 
enable them to start negotiations on the crucial 
question of Middle East defence, could only 
be tested in the event. For the Wafd, whose 
raison d etre was to further nationalist 
demands, it would clearly have been unaccept- 
able; for Hilaly Pasha, however, whose 
administration is known to be, in addition, 
vitally concerned with safeguarding the 
security of the Middle East, the picture may 
a PPear m a different perspective. 

Whatever offer Sir Ralph Stevenson takes 
to Cairo, it can be assumed, in view of Mr. 
tden s protracted consultations in its drafting, 
to be the limit of British policy on the Sudan. 
It is widely believed that the Egyptian and 
tfrttisn attitudes on evacuation of the canal 
zone have been drawn very much closer in 
recent weeks, and that the British are prepared 
to go some way to meet the Egyptian demands: 
it is presumably the British hope that the 
Egyptian Government, rather than continuing 
to press for further concessions on the Sudan, 
will consider the advantages of making pro- 1 
gress where the way is so much clearer. 
KHARTOUM’S ATTITUDE 

It has been suggested that Sir Robert Howe, 
the Sudan Governor-General, might, on his 
return to Khartoum, usefully consult with the 
Sudan political leaders on their attitude to 
King Farouk's claims, and put to them the 
full picture of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, 
with us broad implications, as he has observed 
it during his London talks. The Egyptians 
have sometimes felt that the Sudanese have 
not yet fully realized the necessity for dose 
links with Egypt in the years after the Sudan’s 
rights to self-determination have become effec¬ 
tive, and that, if the case for King Farouk’s 
nominal sovereignty were properly put to them, 
as symbolizing the permanent economic, 
religious, and geographical links that must 
always bind the two countries together, thev 
might be more favourable to the Egyptian 
demands. 

While Sir Robert Howe is believed to be 
sceptical about the chances of the Sudanese 
accepting these arguments, particularly as King 
Farouk’s summary dismissal of the Wafd and 
his willingness to suspend the Constitution 
have not reassured the Sudanese on his 
constitutional reliability, it is possible that 
the British Government will feel it worth 
while asking the Governor-General to go 
into the question once again. It cannot 
be ignored in Cairo, however, any more than 
in London and Khartoum, that the Egyptians, 
m their proposed Constitution for the Sudan 
and in numerous other ways, have seriously 
reduced their chances of standing well with the 
Sudanese people. On the other band, the 
Sudanese Legislative Assembly has approved 
the Constitution proposed by the British, 
Government, and is now rounding the last lap 
to self-determination. It is against the back- 1 
ground of these two developments that any. 
further talks between Sir Ralph Stevenson and 
Hilaly Pasha on the Sudan must proceed. 

*■? A message from our Middle East. 
Correspondent on Hilaly Pasha’s task, is on 
page 5. 
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FUTURE OF THE 
SUDAN 


EGYPT’S ECONOMIC 
FEARS . 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—The argument, advanced by Miss 
Margery Perham, that the right of the 
Sudanese to determine their own constitu¬ 
tional future should be the prevalent con¬ 
sideration in the current Anglo-Egyptian 
negotiations, is morally irrefutable. Yet 
in her emphasis on the endeavours of the 
Egyptian Government to thwart further 
measures of self-government in the Sudan, 
she omits to inquire into their possible 
reasons for doing so. 

Egyptian aspirations to the unity of the Nile 

valley are based mainly on two interacting 
motives. The first is economic fear. It is 
inspired by the fact that the agricultural area 
in the Sudan is expanding, as more land be¬ 
comes available for irrigation, while Egypt is 
: oveipopulaied and her cultivable area has 
reached its irrigable limits. Both economies 
depend upon the Nile and the Blue Nile fot 
irrigation. Thus, until the White Nile can be 
harnessed to satisfy Egypt's needs, anxiety 
will persist lest the steady extension in irrigated 
land in the Sudan, which is largely fed by 
the Blue Nile, will eventually threaten Egypt s 
supply of Nile water. A corresponding 
increase in Sudanese cotton yields might com¬ 
pete successfully against Egypt's and capture 

her export markets, with ruinous results on 
the Egyptian economy. And, if a dispute 
should arise between Egypt and the Sudan over 
the Nile waters, Egypt's chances of redress 
would hang upon the British altitude to the 
issue. Would Britain support the Egyptian 
case against the Sudan ? In the absence of 
official British assurances on these points. 
Egyptian opinion will fail to be convinced 
that a tripartite Nile waters agreement will not 
be working towards Egypt's economic detri¬ 
ment, once she has surrendered all conttol 
over the Nile valley. 

Deep-rooted political grievances form the 
second motive. From 1924, following the 
murder of Sir Lee Stack, to 1936, when the 


tion of the Condominium, but was denied 
political and military representation on 
grounds of security- Egyptians were, thus, 
unable to play a part, however modest, in 
shaping the formative stages of Sudanese self- 
government. Even since 1936 Egypt has felt 
an outsider in Sudanese affairs; and. in many 
instances. Egyptian agitation in the Sudan has 
not been so much against the principle of 
constitutional advance, as an outlet for the 
frustration over the revision of the 1936 treaty 
and in witnessing the development of the 
Sudan under the exclusive aegis of Britain. 
The fact that the Sudan is " a British 
creation " definitely strengthens our moral 
obligations towards the Sudanese, but remains 
a constant irritant to Egyptian national sensi¬ 
bilities^ Hence the assumption of the Egyptian 
royal title to the Sudan is intended as a con¬ 
cession to Egyptian amour-propre, a formal 
recognition, a symbolic expression or a timely 
reminder, perhaps, of Egyptian historical 
rights in the Sudan before her independence 
becomes a lail accompli. 

Many Sudanese reciprocate legitimate sus¬ 
picions regarding the form and meaning of 

claims to self-determination. It is in the light 
of all these considerations that the Anglo- 
Egyptian-Sudancse problem will have to be 
examined. Its solution may depend upon how 
far mutual confidence will replace ftar and 
distrust. This ta lc should not he beyond 
the measure of Brit sh statesmanship. 

RANDOLPH GHERSON. 


iudancse themselves into the negotiations 
concerning the recognition of King Farouk 
as King of the Sudan has both justice and 
realism to commend it. Indeed, for Britain, 
such a course would seem to be the only way 
in which she could honourably fulfil her pledges 
seenVh S Jj- nese wilhou! endlessly, and with 
Egyptian .claims with nothing beuer 'tharf'a 
sterile apposition based on those pledges. It 
appears, however, that the advocates of this 
course envisage some sort of ad hoc Sudanese 
round the prr J reeding '^London shortly to sit 
lives of Britain and Egypt. Mav I (withsome 
knowledge of present conditions in the Sudan, 
and after discussing this matter with manv 
Sudanese) take the liberty of pointing out that 
any attempt to consult the Sudanese in this 
manner would be utterly unreal and fruitless. 

To set about forming such a delegation 
would, in a very real way. beg the entire ques¬ 
tion at issue. The point of bringing the 
Sudanese into the negotiations is. presumably, 
to ascertain whether they are willing, pending 
self-determination, to accept the titular 
sovereignty of the Egyptian Crown or not.! 
But clearly their choice on this issue would 
itself represent a very substantial instalment of: 
self-determination, and immediately the ques¬ 
tions arise: What Sudanese are to make this! 
choice ? Who is to nominate them ? On 
what basis are they to be selected ? What 
means is there of ensuring that their consent 
or otherwise will represent the wishes of the 
majority of Sudanese ? 

Obviously, neither Egvot nor the Unionist 
parties in the Sudan would accept a delegation 
emanating from the Legislative Assembly (the 
country's present constitutional organ) since 
the Unionist parties are all outside it. On the 
other hand, if the delegation were to be formed 
by a process of picking and choosing from 
above, other insuperable difficulties would 
arise, as to the weight which each party- should 
be given, and whether all existing parties 
should he represented regardless of their size 
ever, if all these difficulties were overcome 
and a delegation did proceed to London, it 
would still be certain that no useful purpose 
could be served by this method of consulta¬ 
tion. To the question of the title of King 
Farouk. one section would say “ yes.” the 
oilier. “ no.” and there would be no means of 
establishing which side had the majority of 
Sudanese behind it. Both sides would claim 
to be speaking in the name of a maioritv which 
would not have had a chance of declaring 
itself. 

Docs it not therefore follow. Sir, if the 
cart is to be kept in its proper place, that before 
the Sudanese can be consulted they must be 
allowed to elect their own delegates by due 
constitutional process ? To indicate them¬ 
selves where the maiority lies ? This could 
happen if Britain and Egypt would agree to 
the draft constitution for self-government (or 
between them devise some other similar instru¬ 
ment under which the Sudanese could express 
their will), and if Egypt would advise her sup¬ 
porters among the Sudanese to contest the 
elections provided for under it. But Egypt 
and her supporters cannot be expected to agree 
to elections held exclusively under British 
auspices. The question therefore arises 
whether Britain could not offer Egypt such 
guarantees of impartial elections (including 
even an invitation to share in supervising them) 
as would secure her consent and the partici¬ 
pation of her supporters. Some such com¬ 
promise is the only way of providing a real 
basis for Sudanese participation in the 
negotiations. 

I am. Sir. your obedient servant, 

EDWARD ATIYAH. 

Khartoum, Sudan. 
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Anglo-Egyptian Relations 

For the past ten days the centre of 
gravity of Anglo-Egyptian negotiations 
has been in London, where Mr. Eden has 
; been conferring, with Sir Ralph Steven- 
| son, the British Ambassador in Cairo, 
; and Sir Robert Howe, the Governor- 
General of the Sudan, with Amr Pasha, 
the Egyptian Ambassador, to explain the 
! attitude of his Government All that can 
| usefully be done in London has now been 
j finished. Sir Ralph Stevenson left for 
I Cairo yesterday to lay before the 
Egyptian Government the results of the 
i London talks in the shape of fresh British 
| proposals for the settlement of Anglo- 
i Egyptian differences. Sir Robert Howe 
is to fly back to Khartoum to-morrow, 
I where he will give the Sudanese leaders 
■ information about the discussions in 
London and invite their comments. 

Of the two main issues in the Anglo- 
Egyptian dispute the question of the canal 
zone, to which the intransigent attitude of 
: the Wafdists seemed to deny any answer, 
now seems to present the lesser obstacle. 
; The change is not due to any weakening 
of the British insistence on the import¬ 
ance of the Suez Canal base as a pivot 
of Middle Eastern defence or of the 
Egyptian determination, shared by every 
; shade of opinion, that British troops must 
leave Egyptian soil. It proceeds from the 
fact that Hilaly Pasha, with the steady 
support of King Farouk. is taking effec¬ 
tive steps to give Egypt a strong and reli¬ 
able Government capable of facing its 
responsibilities. It now seems that British 
acceptance of the principle of evacuation 
I would be met on the Egyptian side by 
j willingness to negotiate for the engage¬ 
ment of foreign technicians to help the 
! Egyptian Army to make the canal base 
j sa fe and to discuss in detail Egypt's part 
| in the wider plans for Middle East de- 
: fence. On the second issue, that of the 
I Sudan, these signs of mutual confidence 
! are still absent. 

| Egypt deeply resents her practical 
exclusion since 1924 from the process by 
which the Sudanese people are developing 
towards self-government under British 
auspices. She fears that they are being 
encouraged to ignore the ties of religion, 
history and geography which link the 
Sudan to Egypt, and that her vital interest 
in the Nile waters may be threatened. It 
is no consolation for Egypt that her 
exclusion from the Sudan is due mainly 
to past mistakes in her own policy, or 
that the rash actions of the Wafdist Gov¬ 
ernment in denouncing the condominium, 
in proclaiming King Farouk's sovereignty 
over the Sudan, and in promulgating a 
constitution for the Sudan which would 

subject Khartoum to Cairo have further 

endangered her interests by earning the 

mistrust of many sections of Sudanese 
political opinion. These sections are now 
insistently demanding that Britain shall 
in no circumstances depart from the 
pledges which she has given in response 
to the growing force of Sudanese national¬ 
ism—no alteration in the status of the 
Sudan without Sudanese consent and self- 
government, as a prelude to self-deter¬ 
mination, by the end of the present year. 
From these undertakings Britain will not 
retreat, as she has made clear in the con¬ 
stitution which the Sudan Legislature has 
just approved. Yet, unless she can make 
Egypt a party to them, the Egyptian sense 
of grievance will remain a fatal obstacle 
to a wider settlement. 

: Egypt admits in principle the right of 
the Sudan to self-government and self- 
determination, but insists that King 
Farouk’s sovereignty over the Sudan 
must first be recognized. Britain, for her 
part, is ready to do this if the Sudanese 
agree; but she will not force it upon them, 
especially as many Sudanese suspect that 
this sovereignty might prove to be some¬ 
thing far more than a mere symbolic 
recognition of the ties linking the Sudan 
and Egypt. Sudanese opinion has become 
the ultimate arbiter, not only of relations 
between the Sudan and Egypt, but also 
I of Anglo-Egyptian differences over the 
! Sudan. The next step is to test that 
i opinion, but this must be done in a way 
• which will convince Egypt, if this is 
possible, that it is being fairly done. To 
1 consult the party at present in power in 
the Sudan Government and Legislature is 
not : enough, as Mr. Edward Atiyah 
pointed out in a letter on this page yester¬ 
day ; the opportunity must be afforded 
for Egypt’s supporters in the Sudan to be 
heard. The talks in London have 
displayed the problem plainly; what is 
far from plain is whether there is any 
solution which can satisfy equally 
Britain’s obligations to Egypt and her 
sworn pledges to the Sudanese. 
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LEAVE FROM EGYPT 


RESUMPTION AFTER SIX 

MONTHS 

Ismailia, May 2. —Leave has started 
again for British troops in the Suez 
Canal zone after six months’ suspension, 
enforced mainly by last winter’s terrorist 
campaign. 

Leave to Britain, beginning immediately, 
will be at soldiers’ own expense at normal 
service rates in Royal Air Force troop carriers. 
Camps have been prepared for Cyprus and 
local leave. 

Major-General Sir Hugh Stockwell, com¬ 
mander of the British third infantry division, 
left Fayid by air to-day for England after hand¬ 
ing over command of the division to his suc¬ 
cessor, Major-General Nigel Poett, former 
chief of staff. Far Hast land forces. Major- 
General Stockwell is to take over as General 
Officer Commanding Malaya, succeeding 
Major-General R. E. Urquhart.— Reuter. 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 

TALKS 


MR. EDEN’S MESSAGE 
TO HILALY PASHA 


FURTHER DISCUSSIONS 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, May 4 

A joint statement issued after a visit by 
Sir Ralph Stevenson to the presidency 
yesterday said “ the British Ambassador 
called on the Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister to give them a message from Mr. 
Eden and an account of his conversations 
in London. The Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister will meet the Ambassa¬ 
dor again in the near future.” 

The Ambassador was accompanied at 
the conversation, which lasted for 45 
minutes, by Mr. Creswell, British 
Minister here. 

To-day Sir Ralph Stevenson called on Hafiz; 
Afifi Pasha, Chief of the Royal Cabinet, also 
for the purpose, it is said, of discussing the 
outcome of his visit to London. During the; 
day Hilaly Pasha and the Foreign Minister; 
studied the formulas said to have been pro¬ 
posed by the Ambassador yesterday. It isj 
thought that they may invite Sir Ralph 
Stevenson to meet them again to-morrow. 

The impression in Cairo is that the formulas 
to which the British Government are ready 
to subscribe in advance of negotiations tare 
; not, - on the issue of the Sudan, acceptable 
to Egypt. It is difficult for the Egyptian 
Government to agree to a 'qualified recogni¬ 
tion by Britain of sovereignty, and the British 
Government have evidently decided that they 
cannot give recognition until the Sudanese 
have admitted King Farouk’s title, or at least 
until Egypt and the United Kingdom are 
agreed on the method and time for Sudanese 
self-determination. 

VITAL INTERESTS 

It is hoped, however, that this difficulty need 
not prevent the opening of negotiations 
between the two countries. It would obviously 
be to Egypt’s benefit to begin negotiations on 
arrangements to ensure that in the evolution 
of the Sudan towards self-determination 
adequate regard will be had to the vital 
interests which give rise to the demand for 
unity of the Nile Valley. It is thought, also, 
that such a wide measure of agreement has 
been reached on the evacuation and defence 
issues that the Egyptian Government could 
enter detailed negotiations confident of being 
able to realize national aspirations. 

Some observers think, or at least hope, that 
Hilaly Pasha will prefer not to compromise 
that progress by holding out for a concession 
on the Sudan which can have no substance 
except in the event of later endorsement by a 
third party, the Sudanese. It is pointed out 
that the Prime Minister's desire for a declara- 
. tion of principles virtually specifying the 
: results of the negotiations with Britain before 
: they begin was dictated by the needs of in¬ 
ternal politics. These needs are less pressing 
!now than they were when the preliminary 
conversations began a few weeks ago. 

The newspapers, basing their views on un¬ 
official reports from London, take the line that 
the British proposals will not provide an 
acceptable basis for negotiations. Akhbar El 
Yom, which supports the present Government, 
says that if current conversations fail the 
British will be unable to find any Egyptian to 
negotiate with them in future. It proposes that 
Egyptian policy be founded on an alliance with 
the United States. The newspaper adds that, 
whatever the ootcome of the conversations, 
Hilaly Pasha will remain in office to carry 
through his Government’s internal programme. 

EGYPTIAN “BLUNDERS” 

Al Mokaitam acknowledges that mistakes 
on the part of Egypt have contributed to the 
difficulties which surround the Sudan question. 
Over a period of 25 years, it says, Egyptians 
have taken no practical steps to maintain close 
and brotherly relations with the Sudanese. 
Only one Egyptian Premier, Aly Maher Pasha, 
visited the Sudan. All that Egyptian statesmen 
knew about the Sudan was what they read in 
newspapers and official repons. Some Egyp¬ 
tian politicians behaved in a way to arouse 
the ill-feeling of the Sudanese. For example, 
Sidky Pasha when Prime Minister sent no reply 
to a message in which Sir Abdul Rahman el 
Mahdy Pasna, the influential Sudanese leader, 
had expressed a desire to visit Cairo. 

Another blunder of Egyptian politicians has 
been to use expressions such as “ Egyptian 
sovereignty over the Sudan ” and “ Egypt’s 
rights in the Sudan,” which gave the Sudanese 
to believe that Egypt wished to take Sudan as a 
colony. By contrast, the Governor-General 
of the Sudan had used expressions such as 
“ Sudanization,” and “ the right of the Sudan¬ 
ese to decide their own destiny.” Finally, the 
newspaper describes as a serious blunder 
Egypt’s insistence on collecting Customs duties 
on Sudanese imports. 
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DIPLOMATIC TALKS 
IN CAIRO 


STUDY OF THE BRITISH 
PROPOSALS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 5 

Diplomatic contacts continued to-day 
in connexion with the Anglo-Egyptian 
conversations. Mr. Jefferson Caffery, the 
American Ambassador, met Hassouna 
Pasha, the Egyptian Foreign Minister, and 
Hafiz Afifi Pasha, chief of the Royal 
Cabinet, and also talked with Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador. 

There has been no official reaction to the 
proposals on the Sudan submitted by the 
British Ambassador to Hitaly Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, on Saturday. Hilaly Pasha is to 
make one of his infrequent speeches to¬ 
morrow, on the occasion of the anniversary of 
King Farouk’s accession to the throne, but 
whether he will refer to the state of the Anglo- 
Egyptian conversations is not clear. 

The Cairo Press, which has much more joy 
in grievance than in agreement, takes the line 
that the latest British proposals have brought, 
or ought to have brought, the conversations 
to an end. It is thought, however, that the 
Egyptian Government will at least, take time 
to give them serious study, in the light 
especially of the virtual agreement in principle 
which has been reached between the two 
Governments on the question of the evacua¬ 
tion of British forces. That is the issue which 
most deeply stirs Egyptian feeling. 

FUTURE OF THE SUDAN 

Comment in the newspapers makes next to 
no mention of that aspect of the question. It 
is enough for them that the British Govern¬ 
ment refuse to recognize unconditionally the 
unity of the Nile valley under the Egyptian 
Crown. Anything short of that is said to deny 
Egypt's rights. The British Government are 
seen as procrastinating in order to gain time 
for Sir Robert Howe to achieve the separation 
of the Sudan from Egypt, and the Egyptian 
Government is exhorted to put an end to the 
“ thousand and one negotiations ” which 
invariably end with both parties where they 
were at the beginning. 

There is little discussion of the policy which 
Egypt should follow in the event of the con¬ 
versations breaking down. The newspaper 
Al Ahram reports to-day from London that 
the British Government are revising their 
views on the indispensability of the 
canal zone base for Middle East defence. 
That is said to account for their refusal to 
satisfy Egypt on the Sudan issue. The report 
has raised interesting speculations on the course 
of British policy in the event of a breakdown 
of the present conversations. 
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ASSURANCE TO SUDAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

• KHARTOUM, May 5 

Sir James Robertson, Civil Secretary to the 
Sudan Government, answering questions in 
the Legislative, Assembly, to-day on the 
London talks, said that, it was not in the 
public interest to reveal details at present, but 
recalled that before going to London he 
assured the Assembly that there was no cause 
for alarm. The London talks had confirmed 
this. ‘ When the Governor-General and Civil 
Secretary went to London great anxiety was 
expressed in the Sudan that Britain might be I 
influenced into recognizing King Farouk's 
claim to be King of Egypt and the Sudan. 
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EGYPT AND THE 
SUDAN 

NILE CONSERVANCY 
PROJECTS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—Apart altogether from understand¬ 
able dynastic ambitions and obvious his¬ 
torical and geographical considerations, 
Egypt has a perfectly legitimate case for 
objecting to Sudanese independence on 
both political and economic grounds. 

Under existing agreements Egypt bas a right 
to carry out in conjunction with ourselves, but 
at'her expense, certain major Nile conservancy 
projects in Ethiopia, Uganda, the Belgian 
Congo (the Ugarkla-Ccngo frontier is the 
Victoria Nile), and the Sudan. Those situated 
in the Sudan, and upon whose successful com¬ 
pletion the others are dependent, include two 
dams at the second and fourth cataracts and 
a 360-kilometre canal to convey the waters of 
Equatorial Africa across the Sudd marshes into 
the White Nile. The execution of these pro¬ 
jects clearly involves the peaceful penetration 
of the Sudan by an army of Egyptian workers 
arid toreign engineers employed by Egypt. 
Unfortunately, any foreseeable independent 
Sudanese Government, jealous of its newly 
, won independence and inevitably suspicious 
. of Egyptian designs upon it, may reasonably be 
11 expected to find such a situation intolerable. 
Syria, ■ for example, would almost certainly 
resist similar Iraqi pretensions in respect of 
the Euphrates for the same reasons. 

Although any independent Sudanese Govern¬ 
ment would have to recognise existing agree¬ 
ments in respect of the Nile as a condition of 
jadegendence. Egypt would still be in the 
humiliating position of having to call upon 
us to join with her in enforcing them, which 
we might well be unwilling or unable to do. 
With an already hungry population of 
20 millions, expected to become 30 millions 
by 1980, these projects are essential so far as 
any provident Egyptian Government is con¬ 
cerned, if it wishes to avoid another " seven 
lean years ” and their attendant catastrophes. 
Egypt, therefore, has every right to resist the 
principle of self-determination by seven million 
Sudanese so. long as it presents a danger to 
the very survival of three or four times as manv 
bom and unborn Egyptians, 

This case can best be met by international: 
control of the Nile above Jebel Auiia, which! 
alone could guarantee Egypt's recognized 
hydrological interests in the Nile. To make 
such control effective Ethiopia, Uganda, and) 
the Belgian Congo would have to make con¬ 
cessions of absolute sovereignty similar to 
those required from the Sudan. This could! 
be conveniently achieved by means.of an inter-' 
national corporation possibly financed and! 
even managed by the World Bank; for these 
projects constitute a magnificent self-liquidate 
mg, long-term investment far more profitable 
than the Tennessee VaDcy Authority, for 
example, can ever hope to be. 

Once such an authority can be set up to 
control, finance, and develop Nile conservancy, 
Sudanese independence will cease to constitute! 
a threat to Egypt, and the latter can reasonably, 
be asked to accept the principle of se!f-deter-i 
mmation in the Sudan. To make this bank’s! 
intervention financially possible, Egypt could 
pledge her sterling credits agreement with us, 
subject, of course, to our consent. Considering 
that Egypt expects Ethiopians and Equatorial 
Africans to sacrifice large areas of fertile soil, 
which will have to be flooded for her benefit 
and for the Sudanese to share this water equit-! 
abiy with her, she can hardly refuse toj 
cooperate with them on this basis, if they so 
desire. I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

_ „ , JOHN PAGET. 

The Dorchester, W.l, May 3. 
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HILALY PASHA ON 
THE SUDAN 


DEMAND FOR UNION 
WITH EGYPT 


BROADCAST TO NATION 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAIRO, May 6 

Egypt to-day celebrated the sixteenth 
anniversary of King Farouk’s accession to 
i the throne. Cities are beflagged and ilid- 
i minated, food and clothing are being dis¬ 
tributed to thousands of the poor, and a 
social insurance scheme was inaugurated 
in Cairo and four provinces. 

This morning the newspapers reported that 
the King had been numbered among the 
i descendants of the Prophet. Research in the 
! archives by the Wafdist ex-Minister of Wakfs 
: (religious foundations) disclosed that the 
King s maternal grandfather. Mohamed Cherif 
Pasha, was a descendant of Sayed Abdullah 
El Hussein, one of Mohamed’s grandsons. 

The former Minister brought the documents 
to the notice of the Corps of Achrafs (descen¬ 
dants of the Prophet), which issued a decree 
that was handed to the King yesterday. By 
virtue of this decree he will be described in 
future as El Sayed Farouk I. 

To-day being a national holiday, diplo¬ 
matic activity in the Anglo-Egyptian dispute 
was suspended, but Hilaly Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, in a broadcast to the nation, spoke 
of the Egyptian attitude on the Sudan problem. 
He asked all sons of the Nile to pledge them- 
: selves to the cause of unity of the Nile valley 
under the crown of Egypt. The Farouk era 
must see the achievement of the national will 
to that unity: the land of the Nile was one 
valley, he declared. “ Whom God has joined 
1 together, let no man put asunder.” 

HISTORICAL LINKS 

W'e will accept.” the Prime Minister con¬ 
tinued, “ only a just, ciear-cut, and definite 
| solution.” Egypt would not accept 
i ambiguities, and would not be deceived by 
I illusions. 

| He recalled the historical links between 
| Egypt and the Sudan, beginning with the 
civilizing mission of Mohamed Aly when 
: Africa was still the Dark Continent, and con¬ 
cluded with a tribute to King Farouk, saying 
that in the critical days when fear was wide¬ 
spread in the land he intervened to restore 
peace and security to the nation. 

Hilaly Pasha's speech was delivered before 
members of the diplomatic corps and Egyptian 
notables at a reception at the Zaalaran 
Palace. Jt was noted that he made no direct 
reference to the Anglo-Egyptian conversa¬ 
tions; this relieved anxieties that the speech 
might announce Egypt’s decision to break 
them off. 

It was inferred, however, from his cate¬ 
gorical insistence on unity of the Nile valley 
under the Egyptian crown, in clear-cut and 
definite terms, that the latest formula pro¬ 
posed by the British Government is not 
acceptable as a basis of negotiations. The 
Prime Minister’s attitude would seem also to 
exclude any formula in which recognition of 
Egyptian sovereignty over the Sudan would 
be dependent on the approval of the Sudanese. 

BRITISH « INTRANSIGENCE « 

The question now seems to be whether Egypt 
j will agree to enter into negotiations to develop 
1 the large field of agreement between the two 
countries, without insisting on the result being 
defined in advance. It is difficult to believe 
that the satisfaction which the conversations 
have given to Egypt on the defence issue will 
be sacrificed on the question of recognition 
of the King's title, during the short period 
which is to elapse before the Sudanese 
j exercise self-determination, 
j It could be argued, also, that if, as the; 
i Egyptians say, these conversations represent 
Britain’s last chance for agreement with Egypt, 
they are also perhaps Egypt’s last chance to 
obtain, arrangements which will give her a 
; chance to influence Sudanese opinion in the 
I direction of the closest possible unity with 
Egypt. But there is no sign in the newspapers 
that that point is appreciated. The tendency 
is to read into Britain’s *‘ intransigence ” on 
the Sudan bad faith in the matter of its con¬ 
cessions concerning evacuation of the canal 
i zone. 
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MR. CHURCHILL’S TALK 

WITH AMR PASHA 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador in ! 
London, called on Mr. Churchill at the House 
of Commons yesterday afternoon and, 
had a general discussion about the! 
Anglo-Egyptian situation. This visit should 
not be considered as part of the 
exchanges which have been taking place in 
London and in Cairo; it was more in the 
nature of a courtesy call. During the recent 
talks in London Amr Pasha is said by British 
representatives to have enhanced his already 
high reputation through the determination 
with which he has sought a solution to Anglo- 
Egyptian problems. He represented the 
Egyptian point of view during the discussions 
with Mr. Eden, Sir Ralph Stevenson, British 
Ambassador to Egypt, and Sir Robert Howe, 
Governor-General of the Sudan. The out¬ 
come of these talks in London was then con¬ 
veyed to the Egyptian Government, and Mr. 
Churchill no doubt wished to hear Amr 
Pasha's views on the situation as it has since 
! developed. 
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EGYPT’S DEMANDS 
ON BRITAIN 


HILALY PASHA’S 
SPEECH 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, May 7 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, met Hassouna Pasha, the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister, for a short 
conversation this morning. The Foreign 
Minister, who afterwards called on Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, told reporters 
that there was no change to report in the 
Anglo-Egyptian situation. 

Whatever the eventual reply of the 
Egyptian Government may be to the latest 
British proposals, the atmosphere of crisis in 
Cairo seems to have relaxed to-day. Hilaly 
Pasha’s speech last night is seen to have been 
less uncompromising in language than the 
rough translations immediately available had 
suggested. The sense of his remarks seems to 
have been that Egypt would gain her national 
aspirations—the evacuation of British troops 
and unity of the Nile Valley—under the 
guidance of King Farouk rather than a 
categorical insistence on the unity of the Nile 
Valley under the Egyptian crown. 

Salient passages from the speech as pub¬ 
lished to-day are: ** Providence will protect 
King Farouk and preserve him for his country, 
so that evacuation of its territory and unity 
of the Nile valley will be realized. . . . This 
nation will be. under the rule of King Farouk, 
a great people and will make of its soldiers 
a strong army which will protect us and 
ensure our glory. ... To obtain recognition 
of its rights the nation must demand them 



Macleod 


Mr. H. L. d’A. Hopkinson 


with tenacity and firmness. . . . The situa¬ 
tion has reached its most critical point and 
its denouement is imminent.” This last phrase 
is interpreted by the newspapers as a warning 
to the United Kingdom that Egypt may break 
ou the conversations. 

• Pafuuk, on the occasion of his Acces¬ 
sion Day, has made a gift of £E25.QOO toward 
the cost of a scheme to build a university 
city for students from Islamic countries study¬ 
ing at Af Azhar University, Cairo. Princess 
rawzia, the King’s sister, is going to the canal 
zone to-morrow to distribute £E16,000 among 
the families of the men who were killed in 
clashes with British troops during the winter. 
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MR. BYROADE IN CAIRO 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 8 

Mr. Henry Byroade, assistant Secretary of 
St&tc in the United States State Department, 
arrived in Cairo to-day from Tripoli in the 
course of a routine tour of North African and 
Middle East countries. Mr. Byroade made 
rails on Hafiz Afifi Pasha, Chief of the Royal 
Cabinet, and Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British 
Ambassador, and will see Hassouna Pasha 
the Foreign Minister, before leaving for Saudi 
Arabia on Saturday. Sir Ralph Stevenson 
and Mr. Jefferson Caffery, the United States 
Ambassador to Egypt, had a further eonver- 
sation to-day on the Anglo-Egyptian dispute. 


NEW FEDERATION OF 
JOURNALISTS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

_ ; BRUSSELS, May 8 

Delegates of 11 countries at their final meet¬ 
ing to-day in Brussels elected Mr. Clement 
Bundoek, former general-secretary of the 
British National Union of Journalists, as presi¬ 
dent of the newly founded International 
Federation of Journalists. M. Marcel Stijns 
Belgium, was elected vice-president for 
Europe, and Mr. Harry Martin, of the Ameri¬ 
can Newspaper Guild, vice-president for 
North America. 
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EGYPT AND THE 
SUDAN 


THE SOURCES OF THE 
NILE WATERS 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—A few years ago I had the oppor¬ 
tunity of collecting information on the 
subject of the catchment areas of the 
rivers of the world and their condition 
so far as known; among the longer being 
the Amazon, 5,500 miles, Congo, 4,640 
miles, Mississippi-Missouri, 6,970 miles, 
Nile, 5,290 miles, Niger, 4,160 miles, and 
so forth. 

In these and many other cases, between 
their sources and outflow into the sea the 
rivers pass through one or more different 
countries or—as, for example, in the United 
States—through different states. Can the Nile 
; waters agreement be legally binding ? There 
; are other countries in the world equally 
dependent for their water supplies on the lower 
reaches of great rivers. Yet these countries 
have no control whatsoever over the one or 
more independent nations living on the upper 
parts of these great rivers. Mr. John Paget 
apparently accepts that a hungry population of 
Egyptians of 20 millions should be assisted 
to become 30 millions in 1980 at someone 
else’s expense. Why not, therefore, assist 11 
million virile Sudanese to become 20 million 
in the same period ? 

The waters of the Nile are considered to 
originate in the South Atlantic. They gather 
from many countries—Tanganyika, Kenya, 
Belgian Congo, Uganda, and Ethiopia. 
Egypt contributes nothing to the Nile waters; 
the Sudan the tributaries Dinder and Rahad 
(into the Blue Nile), and the Atbara into the 
Nile proper. 

Wpat ts the true present-day position of the 
Nile from an International High Court of 
Justice viewpoint ? For the apparent assump¬ 
tion of Mr. Paget that the British people are 
to support Egypt in carrying out certain major 
Nile conservancy projects in Ethiopia, 
Uganda, the Belgian Congo, and the Sudan 
is surely both dangerous and in these modem 
times almost if not quite inadmissible. In 1952 
more is known about the catchment areas of 
the rivers of the world than was the case half 
a century ago. It is difficult to assume that 
Egypt has any more legal right over the Nile 
in the Sudan than she has in Tanganyika, 
Kenya, Belgian Congo, Uganda, or Ethiopia. 
Such a recognition, with the precedents created 
in these modern times, might result in similar 
problems and claims arising in other parts 
of the world. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

E. P. STEBB1NG. 

Romden Castle, Smarden, Kent. 


Sir,—Mr. John Paget is incorrect as 
to some of the facts about Nile waters, and 
the picture he presents is incomplete and 
somewhat one-sided. 

The vital importance of Nile waters to Egypt 
has always been fully recognized. On the 
principle that irrigation once established must 
be respected, the existing agreements fully j 
safeguard her present rights. But to contend! 
: that Egypt's interests, future as well as 
. present, should be paramount over all others, 
i even to the extent of deferring the right of 
the Sudanese to self-determination, appears 
, quite unjustified. This contention, if accepted, 
would prevent questions of Nile waters being 
! settled (as they must be if the results are to 
be satisfactory) fairly and equitably on factual 
grounds, with due regard to the needs of all the 
! countries concerned. 

The Sudan, no less than Egypt, urgently 

• needs more water for the livelihood of hei 
i growing population. Her present entitlements 
; are only about one-twelfth of the amount 
i which Egypt now uses. Recognizing that these 
, entitlements must be increased, Egypt has 
’ agreed that the Sudan shall participate in 
' the proposed conservation projects, and that 
i the shares of the two countries shall be 
. decided in technical discussions between them. 

These discussions can begin when both coun* 
' tries have collected the data to estimate their 
future needs. 

1 It is not correct to say that existing agree- 
s ments give Egypt the right tq carry out the 
i various projects. With Ethiopia, an agreement 
[ on the Lake Tsana project has yet to be 

• reached. In the case of Uganda, agreement 
' has so far been reached only on the Owen 
1 Falls scheme (Lake Victoria). This is one part 
5 of the Equatorial Nile project, which concerns 
t Uganda, the Belgian Congo, and the Sudan. 
F The part in the Sudan, the Jonglei Canal 

scheme to by-pass the Sudd, is still being 
J examined by both Egypt and the Sudan. Other 
1 projects for storage, including the reservoir at 
: the Fourth Cataract, are also still being 
r studied. Before these projects can be carried 
. out definite agreements about them will have 
' to be reached with the countries concerned. 

1 Mr. Paget suggests international control of 
: the Nile in Egypt's interest. It will be 
; remembered that international guarantees of 
t Nile agreements, and an international authority 
to develop the Nile, were included in the 
. British proposals for the Sudan presented to 
3 Egypt in October, 1951. Whatever the machin- 
: ery available the urgent necessity is to reach 
, settlements of water questions which are equit- 
=. able and based on the technical facts and 
merits of each case, preferably by direct 
agreement between those concerned. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. N. ALLAN. 

Millfield Cottage, East Grinstead, Sussex, 
May 7. 
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BREAKDOWN IN CAIRO TALKS 
REPORTED 


BRITISH PROPOSALS ON SUDAN SAID 
TO BE UNACCEPTABLE 

Reports in Cairo suggest that the Egyptian Prime Minister is 
about to reply to the British Government that their latest proposals 
on the Sudan are unacceptable as a basis for negotiation. 

The Egyptian reply will, according to these reports, insist once 
more on the necessity for recognition of King Farouk as King of 
Egypt and the Sudan before further discussions can take place. 

The effect of a breakdown in the negotiations on the plans of 
the western Powers for the defence of the Middle East, possibly 
involving the withdrawal of British forces from the canal zone, is 
reviewed by our Cairo Correspondent. 


KING FAROUK’S 
TITLE 


EGYPTIAN POSITION 
MAINTAINED 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, May 11 

The newspapers report with some 
unanimity that Hiialy Pasha, the Prime 
Minister, will reply to the British Govern¬ 
ment to-morrow, or within a few days, 
saying that their latest proposals on the 
Sudan are unacceptable to Egypt as a basis 
for negotiations. The reply, it is thought 
in some quarters, may hold the door open 
for a resumption of conversations if the 
British Government change their attitude 
on the question of King Farouk’s title. 

King Farouk's policy here is so unpre¬ 
dictable that some observers still hope for 
better things; but the indications are that, 
for the present, the conversations have 
reached a deadlock. It is the position of 
the Egyptian Government that national 
right is vested in the King of Egypt's title 
as King of the Sudan and that its recogni¬ 
tion by the United Kingdom is a sine qua 
non of the negotiations. Privately Egypt¬ 
ian politicians say that there would be no 
objection to the Sudanese exercising the 
right of self-determination within two 
years—on the assumption, perhaps, that 
the British would first have left the Sudan 
—but they insist on recognition of the title 
in the interim period and take the view 
that it is only lack of good will on the 
part of the British Government towards 
Egypt that prevents their exerting influence 
on the leaders of the Sudanese political 
parties to accept it. 

HOPES UNREALIZED 

Egyptian hopes that the United States 
might bring enough pressure on the 
United Kingdom to induce her to meet 
the Egyptian claims in the Sudan have 
been misplaced. Western hopes that 
Egypt might agree to negotiate separately 
the evacuation and defence problem, on 
which agreement in principle has been 
virtually reached, are also likely—on 
present indications—to be disappointed. 
The Egyptian attitude, quite consistently, 
has been that compromise on defence de¬ 
pended on agreement on the Sudan issue. 
Nor does it seem likely that the Egyptian 
Government will agree to forgo its de- i 
mand for advance formulas or declara¬ 
tions and enter into detailed negotiations 
both on defence and on the Sudan. The 
present attitude here is said to be thnt 
during the weeks of the Anglo-Egvptian 
conversations the Egyptian public has! 
come to expect declarations conceding 
not less than the Wafd demanded, and tl-e« 


Egyptian Government cannot forgo them 
without seriously weakening its position. 

The course of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment's policy in the event of the conversa¬ 
tions being broken off is' not clear. Hiialy 
Pasha had counted on agreement in prin¬ 
ciple with the British to assist him in 
carrying through the drastic purification 
of Egyptian administration and political 
life, and so to strengthen him in dealing 
with the grave financial and commercial 
crisis facing Egypt. His tentative plans 
for leading a mew party—-perhaps a 
reformed Wafd—into elections in the 
autumn will certainly have been compro- 
mised. Indeed, it is reported that he 
offered to resign a week ago. His Govern¬ 
ment will, at least, be under pressure to 
gain popularity by anti-British action of 
some kind or another. Extremists are ask¬ 
ing for a resumption of the “national 
struggle,” but Akhbar el Yom, a news¬ 
paper that is usually well informed, dis¬ 
counts the probability of “ spectacular ” 
methods. 

middle east defence 

Diplomatic circles here expect that 
failure of the Angio-Egyptian negotiations 
will cause the western Powers to recon¬ 
sider the plans for the defence of the 
Middle East. Use of the canal zone as a 
peace-time base is largely conditioned by 
the existence of a friendly, cooperative, 
and stable Egypt. They have to accept 
the position that none of these desiderata 
is obtainable, in view of the final refusal 
of the British Government to make con¬ 
cessions which they regard as incom¬ 
patible with their pledges to the people 
of the Sudan. There would be no 
surprise here if the British Government, 
after consulting their allies, decided to go 
ahead with the evacuation of their forces 
without any agreement with Egypt, and 
if the western Powers made alternative 
arrangements for supporting the defence 
of the Middle East. 

Hiialy Pasha, who yesterday laid the 
foundation-stone of a new bridge across 
the Nile at Soga, in Upper Egypt, to-day 
received Salah ed Din Pasha, Foreign 
Minister in the Wafdist Government, to 
obtain clarification of some points that 
arose in the course of Salah Pasha's 
discussions with British Ministers and 
officials. 


I BRITISH TROOPS TRAINING 
WITH ARAB LEGION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 11 

The British military authorities in the 
Middle East announce that an exercise in which 
elements of the British forces and units of the 
Arab Legion will take part are to begin 
to-morrow and to continue until Wednesday. 
The British units involved are the 16th Para¬ 
chute Brigade and a transport wing of the 
R.A.F. The exercise, which is being held at 
the invitation of the Jordan Government and 
is in accordance with the annexe of the Anglo- 
Jordanian treaty of alliance, is described as 
a continuation of the normal training for the 
parachute troops. 
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LORD MOUNTBATTEN AT 
FAYED 

Fayid, May 12.—Vice-Admiral Lord 
Mountbatten and Lady Mountbatten arrived 
here to-day by air from Malta. Lord Mount¬ 
batten, who is to assume command of the 
Mediterranean Fleet later this week with 
headquarters in Malta, is to have discussions 
with General Sir Brian Robertson, Com- 
mander-in-Chief Middle East Land Forces, 
Air Marshal Sir Victor Groom, Middle East 
Air Force Commander, and General Festing, 
Commander in Egypt.— Reuter. 


YUGOSLAV REPORTERS 
SENTENCED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

BELGRADE, May 12 

The district court here to-day sentenced four 
reporters from the Yugoslav Communist 
newspaper Borba to prison for pro-Cominform 
activities. The reporters had admitted that 
they were secret Cominform sympathizers and 
pleaded Guilty to charges of false and 
tendentious reporting and of spreading sub¬ 
versive propaganda aimed at recruiting others 
for the Cominform. The chief defendant, 
Ranko Petkovich, was sentenced to seven and 
a half years’ hard labour, and the other three 
six and a half, six, and five years*. A medical 
student who was found Guilty of the same 
offence was sentenced to eight years’ 
imprisonment. 


U.S. TO TRAIN EGYPTIAN POLICE 

The American State Department announces 
that an agreement has been reached by which 
the United States sells certain equipment to 
Egypt for use by the police forces. It has 
also been.- agreed to train Egyptian police 
officials in the United States. ' 
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Imperial and Foreign 

.- ... * , 


DESERT LOCUST 
PLAGUE 


MIDDLE EAST CROPS 
IN DANGER 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, May 13 

The headquarters here of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization has stated that 
a plague of desert locusts is threatening the 
food supplies of most of the countries in 
the Middle East It is one of the gravest 
afflictions of its kind ever seen. Inter¬ 
national action on a large scale, both 
within the orbit of the F.A.O. and inde¬ 
pendently, is being organized. 

Beginning in a small area of East Africa, a 
few months ago, the locusts had travelled 
thousands of miles by the first week in May 
and were spreading over French Somaliland, 
Eritrea, the Sudan, Aden, the Yemen, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, Israel, Syria, 
Iraq, Persia, and Pakistan. 

Jordan, with its burden of refugees who 
have to be fed out of local resources, is one 
of the most seriously affected countries. In 
answer to a call for help on April 26, techni¬ 
cians from Syria, Turkey, Egypt, and other 
countries went to study what assistance was 
needed. Offers of insecticide and bran 
followed, and under the terms of a newly 
signed agreement with the F.A.O. Jordan has 
received five new spraying units, which were 
sent from England with the help of the R.A.F. 
The fact that Jordan is a centre of breeding 
for the locust represents a serious threat to 
neighbouring countries. 

Persia next appealed for help. The area 
between the Iraq and the Pakistan frontiers is 
infested with desert locust eggs. The Persians 
themselves cleaned up about 150,000 acres by 
the end of April, but were unable to grapple 
with the whole problem. Their appeal has 
been answered by Russia, among Others, who 
has sent 10 aircraft, with crews, to supply 
poison bait aerially. Russia has also given 
500 tons of bran and 50 tons of insecticide. 
Persia, like Jordan, signed a technical agree¬ 
ment for help in locust control with the F.A.O. 


1 



Desert Locust Plague. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Wednesday, May 14, 1952; pg. 5; Issue 52311. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS84102830 


2 



EGYPTIAN STAND 
ON SUDAN 


DRAFTING OF REPLY 


AGREEMENT NEARER ON 
DEFENCE 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, May 13 

The Egyptian reply to the latest British 
proposals for settling the differences 
between the two countries was being 
drafted by the Foreign Ministry to-day 
and may be ready for delivery to the 
British Ambassador on Thursday. Indi¬ 
cations continue to be that the reply will 
be a firm rejection, but will not neces¬ 
sarily break off the conversations imme¬ 
diately. 

The reaction in influential Egyptian circles 
to the conversations at the present stage 
appears to be mainly one of disappointment. 
Before the conversations began an impression 
had been gained—presumably from various 
intermediaries—that neither on the principle 
of evacuation nor, Egypt having conceded 
self-determination, on the question of King 
Farouk’s title was there likely to be serious! 
difficulty. But the Egyptian Government felt: 
there ought to be certainty on both these 
points before it entered into full-scale nego¬ 
tiations, otherwise a deadlock would be in-; 
evitable sooner or later and the Government: 
would be placed in an unenviable position! 
before public opinion. Hence the stage of 
exploratory conversations. 

Egypt, it is held, cannot abandon her 
position that the Sudan to-day is part of Egypt, 
and the King of Egypt King of the Sudan. 1 
These claims are held to be incontestable in 
law, fact, and history. The British position 
that recognition of the King of Egypt’s title 
involves a change of status for the Sudan 
which must first receive the assent of the 
Sudaneses held to be invalid. The argument 
is that it is the United Kingdom which, by 
challenging the King’s title, changes the status 
of the Sudan. v , Egypt demands that the status 
of the Sudan should remain unchanged pend¬ 
ing self-determination by the Sudanese. It 
could be argued, of course, that Egypt under 
the Wafd Government was the first to 
challenge the status of the Sudan, but Hilaly 
Pasha offered to suspend the autonomous 
constitution enacted by the Egyptian Parlia¬ 
ment for the Sudan, provided the British 
! suspended the constitution-making that was 
going on under their aegis, 

I VITAL INTERESTS 

Responsible circles here have grave fears 
I for Egypt’s vital interests in the event of the 
Sudan exercising self-determination at an early 
date, through a Government and Parliament 
; brought into being under the exclusive 
i auspices of the British Administration. Rightly 
or wrongly, Egypt regards the British Admini- 
■ stration in the Sudan as identified with the cause 
of Sudanese independence from Egypt. That 
| apart, it is felt to be highly dangerous to give 
a politically backward people, with no experi- 
I ence of the responsibilities of government, an 
: opportunity of deciding a question of such 
great international importance. Egypt’s bread 
is brought down by the Nile. Responsible 
Egyptians shudder to think that it might 
become dependent on, say, the good will of a 
Mahdi. 

Were the United Kingdom to offer that a 
commission composed of Egypt, the United 
Kingdom, and one neutral Power should be 
associated with the government of the Sudan 
during the interim period, Egyptian anxieties 
might be largely relieved. But the British 
position is said to be that the system of govern¬ 
ment and administration of the Sudan must 
remain unchanged during the interim period. 
That means, the Egyptians point out, that the 
Governor-General can do what he pleases, 
with the consent of one of the partners to the 
Condominium. How a solution to the ques¬ 
tion of the King’s title could be reached is 
not so clear. _ It would appear to be a subject 
eminently suitable for a ruling by the Inter¬ 
national Court of Justice, but for one reason 
or another the Egyptian Government does not 
seem of a mind to have recourse to that 
procedure. 

The British and Egyptian Governments have 
virtually agreed to negotiate a basis for the 
withdrawal of the British forces from the 
canal zone and alternative means of defence. 
These would doubtless include the arming of 
the Egyptian Army to enable it to defend the 
area. The number of British technicians to be 
left for air defence and the maintenance of the 
complex base installations, and various other 
practical issues, remain to be negotiated. But 
Egyptian circles profess that no difficulty 
would arise in the atmosphere that would be 

created by agreement on the Sudan. 
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NO DATE FIXED FOR 
EGYPTIAN REPLY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 14 

After a meeting to-day between Hilaly 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, Hassouna Pasha, 
the Foreign Minister, and Hafez Afifi Pasha, 
the Chief of the Royal Cabinet, Hassouna 
Pasha stated that no date had been fixed yet 
for handing over the Egyptian reply to the 
British proposals to Mr. Eden. The three 
Egyptian leaders were closeted for three hours 
studying the draft reply which Hassouna 
Pasha was reported to have drawn up yesterday 1 
in consultation with Egypt’s technical experts. 
Hassouna Pasha also stated that a broad 
review took place of the general political 
situation. 


DUKE OF GLOUCESTER’S 
RETURN 

The Duke of Gloucester returned to London 
by air yesterday from his two-day tour of war 
cemeteries in Normandy. On Tuesday his 
Royal Highness, as president of the Imperial 
War Graves Commission, laid a wreath on 
the French war memorial at Caen and visited 
cemeteries in the district, yesterday he placed 
a wreath on the French war memorial at 
Rouen and the tour ended at Abbeville. His 
Royal Highness was accompanied by Admiral 
Sir MartiiLJDunbaf-Nastmthj vice-chairman of 
the commission, and Brigadier F. Higginson, 
secretary. 
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SUDAN IN TRANSITION 


I—THE EGYPTIAN DEMAND FOR 
CONTROL 

From a Special Correspondent lately in the Sudan 

Khartoum is still a provincial capital. | Egyptian flag fly alone, without the Union 
It bears greater comparison with Lahore lack beside it ? ” (British officials want 
than it does with Delhi. It is not mere know this, too.) " Would the name 

size that makes the Sudan capital so unlike K,ng F j rou £ app f ar at ^ head of 

. - .u l , . , decrees and orders of courts of law ? 

Ddhi rather it is Ih= "hole fiavout and “Would at Egyptian national anthem 
atmosphere of its society and the outlook be played or sung on formal occasions to 
of its inhabitants, both British and the exclusion of any other national 
Sudanese. The implications of this anthem ? " “ Would the name of King 
distinction are most marked, perhaps, in Farouk be mentioned in pravers in 
the attitude adopted by British officials mosques ? ” “ How would Egypt be 

towards their duties and responsibilities, represented in the SudaD, by a Viceroy 
In Delhi, policy was framed in the light or by a High Commissioner ? ” Such 
of Imperial interests. British officials, questions are asked in the Sudan when- 
from the Viceroy downwards, were ever symbolic or nominal kingship 
always conscious of the fact that the becomes the subject of discussion. To 
source of the authority which they wielded the Sudanese it seems paradoxical to speak 
lay in London. of “ symbolic kingship.” To them a 

In Khartoum, the Governor-General crown, like a national flag, is more than 
of the Sudan has enjoyed a measure a symbol; it is an expression of reality, 
of independence denied to the Viceroys In their eyes it seems that westerners are 
of India. Constitutionally he is merely deceiving themselves when they 
responsible jointly to the Governments accord recognition to the shadow but 
of Britain and Egypt. But no man refuse to acknowledge the reality, the 
can serve two masters; and Governors- substance, of which the shadow is only 
General of the Sudan have not attempted a projection. 

to do so. Instead they have contented On April 24 the Sudan Legislative 
themselves with directing an administra- Assembly approved the draft constitution 
tion whose officers, lacking any outside for self-government British Parliamentary 
allegiance, have devoted themselves to the procedure has been adapted to suit local 
service of the Sudanese people. Except conditions. The Assembly Chamber itself 
during the war there have been no wider is a rectangular. Whitewashed building, 
issues to divide their loyalties or to dis- and is strictly utilitarian in design. The 
tract their attention. seating arrangements conform to those in 

inr., nniTi™ „ Tr „, the British House of Commons and assume 
LOCAL BRITISH VIEW the existence of a Government and an 
It is not surprising therefore that Opposition. At present there is no official 
British officials in the Sudan have so Opposition, as the Assembly contains only 
far deprecated most strongly any con- supporters of the Government who have 
cession that might lead to the extension cooperated in working the 1948 constitu- 
of Egyptian influence. The causes of t j on under which this Assembly, with its 
this attitude are often misunderstood, limited advisory powers, was brought into 
particularly in Cairo, where it is sup- ^ing. Looking down from the Gallery 
posed that British officials in the Sudan 00 the assembled members, one is imme- 
are merely the tools of the Foreign diately struck by the contrast which the 
Office in London. The fact of the scene presents to that at Westminster. In 
matter is that British officials in the this Assembly there is no homogeneity of 
Sudan fear a revival of Egyptian influence race, or creed, or dress. Jet-Mack 
in that country because, consciously or un- southerners sit beside brown-skinned 
consciously, they have come to identify Arabs and bronzed British, whose com- 
themselves with the Sudanese. Further- plexions, in this environment, seem to 
more, they regard the protection of assume a pinkish hue. Some members, 
Sudanese interests as being their own wearing European dress, are bare-headed ; 
special responsibility. They resent as bit- tribal representatives, in their long gleam- 
teriy as do the Sudanese themselves any 'ng white robes, wear white turbans; a 
outside development which might seem to single member, from a district near the 
prejudice the future of a free Sudan or Egyptian border, wears a red tarboosh, 
place in jeopardy the fruits of half a cen- t>iy tm^ti at nroAxcc 

tury s sustained administrative effort. BILINGUAL DEBATES 

Most Sudanese political leaders echo 1116 b '88 est contrast with Westminster 
these suspicions. There are, it is true, a becomes apparent when the Assembly is 
number of pro-Egyptian political parties, active 'y engaged in debate. Speeches have to 
but their influence has declined steeply in ** made in ,wo languages, Arabic and English, 
the past few months. Partly this decline as some of the southerners know little or no 
can be'attributed to a personal feud be- Arabic and ma ny of the northerners know no 
tween the two leaders of the Ashigga the En S'>sh. Some members who are bilingual 

principal pro-Egyptian party • but ch’ieflv !£ ake lhe,r init,al jP 6 *!? in , one ,angua l e aad 
it ic Hu- t/f, h— ckX. 1,7C ,i ' *. y then repeat it in the other language. But the 

c!!,.! '. shocks to Sudanese nation- majority of speakers pause after one or two 
aust sentiment caused by recent develop- sentences and allow the official interpreter to 
ments in Cairo. The first shock came with translate what they have said into the alter- 
the assumption by King Farouk of the title native 'ongue. The official interpreter, who 
King of Egypt and the Sudan.” Any ?i a " ds K th « cl * rk 9 f ,he Assembly’s table in 
illusion thar Fovnt'c rnntrnt it,- c,,j, front of the Speaker, is a remarkable character. 

control of the Sudan Massively built, of mixed Arab and Negro 
was intended to be only nominal was dis- blood, he listens with the closest attention to 
pelled when the Egyptian Government each speaker, nods approval at what is said, 
published its proposals for a Sudanese or frowns dissent, as the spirit moves him, 
constitution. Under the terms of this con- and ,h ? n - w, i,hou < even momentary hesitation, 
stitution Egypt reserved to herself control ne n Cr fuT ? b .i ng for a word but with much 
of For-ino Aff J. rw j r-- °‘ rol,,n S of the eyes, he evolves the transla- 

ot Foreign Affairs, Defence, and Finance, lion. Sometimes, it is said, he will omit from 
As for the suggestion that the sovereignty his translation those passages of a speech 
of the Egyptian. Crown over the Sudan * hich he regards as repetitive or merely stupid, 
might be regarded as merely titular. King bu -k rarel u I s al a loss A r lhe ri A- word - 
Farmik v.1 - u/.ji- t ® The whole character of the proceedings in 

wJfHtk , by hi* handling of the the Assembly is conditioned by the language 
Watd that royal powers in Egypt are very difficulty. There can be no rapid exchange of 
tar from being symbolic. question and answer, of pleasantries or insults. 

^ _ The whole tempo of proceedings is slowed 

DREAD OF CORRUPTION down - The need for translation constitutes an 
. c absolute barrier to spontaneity and is a very 
Reasons for Sudanese distrust of Egypt real impediment to the free flow of speech and 
are not tar to seek. It is, perhaps, the ideas. On the other band there is this advan- 
corruptmg power of Egyptian money that 'age, that both Ministers and members have 
is dreaded most by responsible Sudanese lime for refl ection between question and 
I political leaders. Whereas British officials answe , r ’ and , that tcm P ers are !ess likeJ y to be 
| fear the effects of bribery on the admini- are 

| 8, ™ t, ?£ P oliti “l leaders fear the effects the dignified manner in'which thT'Tssembly 
! bribery on the electorate. Looking to conducts its deliberations. The atmosphere 
j the future, they are afraid that Egypt will ,s *‘ke lhat o{ the House of Lords rather than 
j secure her principal objective in the Sudan of the House ° f Commons. Of course, there 
—control of the waters of the Nile— ar Lu n l ? e Sudan Legislative Assembly a 
I through venal Minisferc ~ number of recognizable Parliamentarians, men 

c returned t0 Power who argue for the sake of argument and enjoy 
, with the help of Egyptian money. As for debate for iis own sake. Bui ihe great majority 
I recognition of the nominal suzerainty of s P eak gravely and deliberately as though 
I the Egyptian Crown, there would be less addressing a council of elders, 
i objection to this by Sudanese' political a «.rkL- be .«^ tcs V n8 !? sec , ho \ far 'he next 
1-aH-re if tk-ir s. . Assembly, to be elected under the new con- 

abmft th-JfSLTI ® 1 appreh f nS1 \ e stitution and exercising full legislative 
about the practical consequences of such authority, will continue to accept the restric- 
; recognition. In particular they are afraid [ ions and respect the forms of British Parlia- 
that the flow of Egyptian money into the meniar y democracy. Until now there has been 
Sudan to achieve political objectives S° $ real ''. emplaliorl *? b r eak 'he rules of the 

Hh sly - f ,hc ss? t rs 

ot Egypt were also the legitimate King struggle for power between parties. In the 
or the Sudan. If King Farouk’s claim neX[ Assembly several political parties will be 
were accorded symbolic recognition re P rescnled and 'he perennial struggle for 
one of the first questions which P°. wer , wlU 'The framework within which 
mieht he asked Wnl ,w K - ,„kl.k lbl ^ stru SS>e will take place has been set up 

ff 0 * .k _ W j ether and its nature is well understood. The ques- 
suen recognition aSects the Sudanese tions remain whether the limitations and re¬ 
right to self-determination, including, stridions will be accepted by those who exer- 
if desired, secession. But in the Sudan c ' se P° wer and whether the rights of minorities 
the questions (arising out of such a con- ?, Hso, another member will 

finwnrv) u/hi/-h __j:.;. i have been added to the family of free Parlia- 

tingencv) which agitate political leaders ments fathered by Westminster, 
are different. They ask: “Would the fie b , concluded 
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LORD STRABOLGI AND AN 
ALTERNATIVE TO SUEZ 

Lord Strabolgi, speaking at the Anglo- 
Israeli Club in London last night, said that 
the continued deadlock in reaching a settle¬ 
ment with Egypt made Britain’s position in¬ 
creasingly difficult in the Middle East. 111616 
was a possible alternative base in Israel, pro¬ 
vided we could come “to an agreement with the 
Israelis, which should not be difficult in view 
of our traditional friendship with the Jews. 

Lord Strabolgi added that he had long been 
in favour of inviting Israel to rejoin the ster¬ 
ling area and become an associated Power 
| with the British Commonwealth on the same 
terms as India. There were strong arguments 
for cutting a new Red Sea-Mediterranean 
canal across the Negeb desert to the head of 
the Gulf of Akaba as an alternative to the Suez 
Canal; and it was a ! feasible engineering 
project. 
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EGYPT AND BRITISH 
PROPOSALS 


CABINET MEETING TO-DAY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 16 

Hilaly Pasha and the other Egyptian 
Ministers are to move on Sunday from 
Cairo to Alexandria for the summer, and 
will have luncheon with King Farouk 
there on Monday. 

It is still uncertain when the Egyptian 
Government will communicate to the British 
Government its views on the proposals made 
a fortnight ago for a settlement of the differ¬ 
ences over the Sudan. The delay is possibly 
explained by the fact that Hilaly Pasha wishes 
to decide on an alternative policy for Egypt 
before taking a step that might have the result 
of ending, or at any rate suspending, the 
Anglo-Egyptian conversations. The news¬ 
papers are full of suggestions for putting 
pressure on the British, including a renewed 
boycott of the forces in the canal' zone, but 
they have the appearance of being mainly 
guesswork. Hopes are still placed on 
American mediation, but it is thought that 
this may not be effective until after the new 
President is elected. There is to be a Cabinet 
meeting to-morrow, and after it some indica¬ 
tion may be given of what is in the Egyptian 
Government’s mind. 

Akher-Lahza, a newspaper in close touch 
with the Government, says that the reply to 
Britain is likely to be made verbally, as a 
written reply would imply that negotiations 
had taken place, which Egypt uoes not admit. 
Should Egypt raise its claims in any inter¬ 
national organization, it is thought, the United 
Kingdom might use a written reply to Egypt’s 
disadvantage by producing it as evidence that 
negotiations had been interrupted by Egypt. 

Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministry has "dis¬ 
sociated Egypt from the view that the Sudanese 
are too backward, politically, for self-govern¬ 
ment. Its statement was prompted by the 
British Foreign Office spokesman’s comment 
on the dispatch. sent last Tuesday by your 
Correspondent here on the Egyptian attitude 
to the Sudan question. Egypt itself the 
Foreign -Ministry statement points out, has 
made an autonomous constitution for the 
Sudan. It remains true, nevertheless, that 
Egypt would have grave cause for concern if 
chaotic conditions developed in the Sudan in 
consequence of its emergence to independence 
after too short an experience of autonomous 
government^_ 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,"From a very recent visit to Egypt, 
where I had contact with important Egyptians 
ot more parties than one, what I understand 
they now desire is as follows: (1) that the 
status of the Sudan in relation to Egypt should 
be exactly similar to the status of Canada in 
relation to Great Britain; (2) that the King 
of Egypt should be recognized as titular head 
of the Sudan, which title, no doubt, the 
Sudanese could modify when they have 
achieved self-determination; (3) that the 
Condommi Great Britain and Egypt, shall 
proceed forthwith to do all they can to help 
the Sudanese achieve self-government and self- 
determination at an early date; and (4) that 
there shall meanwhile be no alteration in the 
constitution of the Sudan— i.e., the Governor- 
General shall continue to be nominated by 
Great Britain and appointed by the King of 
Egypt, as hitherto, and there shall be no 
change in the present British Administration 
at all. 

In order to allay all fears about the head¬ 
waters of the Nile, an Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudanese Commission should be appointed 
forthwith to ensure fair treatment to all 
parties. It is worth noting that the Egyptians 
have agreed to contribute substantially to the 
total cost of the Owen Falls dam in Uganda, 
die head-waters of the White Nile, knowing 
full well that no interference detrimental tc 
themselves will ever happen there while Great 
Britain is m control. 

All this being so, I, for one, am whole¬ 
heartedly in favour of recognizing the King of 
Egypt’s title, in return for which the Sudanese 
get all they seek ultimately to obtain and we 
are enabled to arrive at a. solution of the other 
major problems which will go a fair way 
towards ensuring peace and prosperity, not 
only to the Sudan and Egypt but to the whole 
of the Middle East. Egypt, now for the first 
time for many years, has a strong^resolute, 
and honest Government and this opportunity 
if missed might lead to a set-back which would 
cause suffering to untold millions, including 
the Sudanese. 

Yours, &c. y 


House of Commons. 


R. R. STOKES, 
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SUDAN IN TRANSITION 


II—THE CASE FOR A CONTESTUANCE 
OF BRITISH ADVICE 


From a Special Correspondent lately in the Sudan 


The straggle for power between the 
Sudanese political parties, as was men¬ 
tioned in yesterday’s article, is yet to 
come, for no one yet knows when the next 
Assembly will be formed. The new 
Constitution has now been referred for 
approval to the British and Egyptian 
Governments. The Egyptian Government 
is most unlikely to give its assent and, 
even if the Governor-General of the Sudan 
decides to carry on without Egyptian 
approval, certain practical difficulties arise 
in regard to the holding of the elections. 
Elections cannot be held during the 
month of Ramadan (May 24 to June 25), 
nor can they be held during the rainy 
season (mid-July to the end of October). 
So, unless the elections can be held during 
the three weeks immediately after the end 
of Ramadan, they will have to be post¬ 
poned until the winter. 

However, elections should be held 
and a new Assembly constituted 
at the earliest possible moment, be¬ 
cause, until an all-Sudanese elective 



people can be “ consulted ” on problems 
affecting the future status of their country. 
Britain has pledged herself not to come 
to any agreement with Egypt regarding the 
status of the Sudan without first consult¬ 
ing the Sudanese people. 

What political party, or combination of 
parties, will form the first all-Sudanese 
Government is uncertain. In the past the 
main divisions in the northern Sudan have 
followed sectarian lines, the Umma Party 
being supported by the Mahdists—the fol¬ 
lowers of Sayed Sir Abdul el Rahman— 
and opposed by adherents of the Khatmia 
sect under the leadership of Sayed Sir All 
el Mirghani. In recent months, however, 
differences have become blurred and new 
parties are emerging. Grouped under the 
general heading “ National Front ” are a 
number of parties whose leaders advo¬ 
cate varying degrees of association with 
Egypt extending from complete union to 
acceptance of purely nominal suzerainty. 
Parties belonging to the “ Independence 
Front ” group aim at national independ¬ 
ence but have differing ideas of the manner 
in which the right to self-determination 
should be exercised. The Umma Party, 
which has for so long cooperated with the 
Sudan Government in the development of 
self-governing institutions, is silent on its 
ultimate aims. Probably it would seek for 
the Sudan some form of association with 
the British Commonwealth, but its oppo¬ 
nents suspect it of desiring to set up a 
monarchy. 

A PARTY SPLIT 

The Sudan Party, founded with 
the object of protecting rural and 
tribal interests against the domination of 
professional politicians from Khartoum 
and Omdurman, aims at Commonwealth 
partnership. At first it attracted a good 
deal of support, particularly in the south, 
but personal differences among its leaders 
led to a split, and the Socialist Republican 
Party was born. This party is not so revo¬ 
lutionary in its ideas as its name would 
imply. It calls itself Socialist because it is 
opposed to the kind of landlordism which 
exists in Egypt and which might so easily, 
in certain circumstances, take root in the 
Sudan. It calls itself Republican because 
it is opposed to a Mahdist monarchy. Its 
leaders have not yet built up a political 
organization comparable to that of the 
Umma Party, but their influence is con¬ 
siderable and they are likely to prove the 
Umma Party’s most dangerous rivals 
when the elections under the new constitu¬ 
tion take place. 

The political parties of the north Sudan 
have no counterpart in the south. It is 
estimated that the total population of the 


Sudan is between eight million and 
8,500,000, of whom some 2,500,000 live 
in the south. The Southerners are not 
Mohamedan Arabs like the Northerners, 
but come of indigenous African stock. 
Their social background is primitive, they 
are educationally backward,'and their 
country is economically undeveloped. For 
centuries their villages were raided by 
slave traders from the north and they are 
naturally fearful of being dominated once 
again by the north if the protection they 
have received from the British is removed. 
For this reason, although they welcome 
the prospect of self-government, they 
would be reluctant to see the early 
removal of the British element in the 
administration. 

PROTECTING THE SOUTH 

During the transitional period which 
must elapse between the grant of self- 
government and the exercise of the right 
of self-determination, the Governor- 
General has been given, under the new 
Constitution, the special responsibility of 
seeing that the interests of the Southerners 
are protected. The Southerners would 
like to see this transitional period pro¬ 
longed over a number of years, not only 
because of the protection afforded them 
by the Governor-General, but to give time 
for educational and economic advance and 
to ensure that, as British officials retire, 
the vacancies can be filled by men of their 
own race rather than by Arabs from the 
north. It is probable that the Southerners 
would be able to look after their own 
interests well enough in a Parliamentary 
democracy. Their numbers are such that, 
if their political representatives combine 
to form a single group, the support of that 
group may be indispensable to a majority 
party of the north anxious to form a 
stable government. The Northerners, 
moreover, have other reasons for dealing 
sympathetically with the aspirations of the 
south; the Southerners, if they found 
themselves oppressed, would not hesitate 
to start a secessioaal nationalist move¬ 
ment of their own. 

In recent years a number of Asiatic 
countries, in their anxiety to achieve self- 
government, Have omitted to take into con¬ 
sideration the advantages of good government. 
But many political leaders in the Sudan have 
adopted a realistic attitude. They understand 
the value to the Sudan of an efficient admini¬ 
stration and, while their aim is to fill all such 
posts with Sudanese as soon as is practicable, 
they arc aware that some period of time must 
elapse before this objective can be fully 
attained. For some years it will be their policy 
to retain rather than dispense with the services 
of experienced British officials. In the past, 
British officials in the Sudan have done their 
work with a feeling of absolute security— 
security of pay, security of pension, security 
from political interference. If the new Sudanese 
Ministers can inspire these officials with a sense 
of confidence and security similar to that which 
they enjoyed in the past, then they will receive 
the most loyal cooperation, and the gradual 
transition from a British to a Sudanese admini¬ 
strative cadre will proceed smoothly. 

MUTUAL CONFIDENCE 

It is essential to the welfare of the Sudan that 
this transition should proceed smoothly. 
Almost all the senior posts in the administra¬ 
tion are held by British officials, and a general 
exodus on their part would plunge the country 
into confusion, since there are not yet nearly 
enough trained Sudanese to take their places. 
Fortunately the prospects of continued co¬ 
operation between British and Sudanese are 
favourable. There exists, on both sides, a 
sense of mutual confidence and good will; 
above all, _a common feeling of loyalty to 
the interests of the Sudan as a whole, and a 
common determination to make the new 
constitution a success. Such common 
attributes are more likely than anything else 
to make future relations between Sudanese 
Ministers and their British officials fruitful 
and harmonious. 

The question remains as to whether the 
Sudan-is ripe for self-government. This ques¬ 
tion cannot yet be answered in a satisfactory 
manner. It is probable that, without the help 
of British officials in the administration, the 
country would soon relapse into the chaos 
from which it was rescued more than half a 
century ago. That does not mean, however, 
that there are not Sudanese capable of filling 
Ministerial posts not only adequately but with 
distinction. There are such men. Moreover, 
the experimental Legislative Assembly, which 
has been functioning for-three and a half years, 
has shown that the Sudanese have a real gift 
for Parliamentary discussion. Some people 
say that the Sudan will only be ripe for self- 
government in another 20 years’ time, when a 
sufficient number of educated Sudanese have 
been trained to the standard necessary to enable 
them to fill the highest posts in the administra¬ 
tion. But nationalist fervour cannot be 
suppressed for 20 years without creating just 
those feelings of bitterness and frustration 
which are so happily lacking in the Sudan at 
the present time. The future may well show 
that exactly the right time for the transfer 
of political power to Sudanese hands is now. 

Concluded 

■ The first article appeared yesterday. 
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RELIEF FOR EGYPTIAN 
COTTON MARKET 


SUSPENSION OF EXPORT TAX 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 18 

The Egyptian Government acted yester¬ 
day to end stagnation in the cotton market 
by suspending* the export tax for the 
remainder of the present crop season— 
that is, until August 31. Afterwards the 
tax will be levied at the substantially 
reduced rates of £E6 per 100 kilograms 
for long staple and £E4 for medium staple. 
Hitherto the tax has been at the uniform 
rate of £E8. 

Dr. Moiaal, the Finance Minister, said it 
was hoped that suspension of the export tax 
would make Egyptian cotton competitive in 
foreign markets and make it possible for the 
cultivator to find buyers for his cotton at 
existing official prices. The loss of revenue 
to the Government would be more theoretical 
than real. 

Receipts from the cotton tax for the current 
financial, year, which ends on June 30, had 
been estimated at £E24m., on the basis of an 
export of 7m. kantars. So far only £E12m. 
had been collected, and there was no hope 
of collecting the other £E12m. within the next 
six weeks. Furthermore, if the tax were not 
removed Egyptian cotton would remain unsale¬ 
able abroad, and the Government would be 
compelled to buy up a very large part of the 
crop and sell it at a loss. 

As a further measure of assistance to 
villagers who have been hard hit, by the fall 
in cotton prices, the Government has decided 
to offer substantially higher prices for next 
season’s wheat crop. The cost to the Exche¬ 
quer will be £E4m. in the next financial year, ; 
but the Finance Minister said the Government 
counts on saving £E14m. on the bill for 
imported wheat. 

The decision to raise wheat prices should 
help to make effective the earlier decision by! 
the Government that in 1952-53 the cottoni 
acreage should be limited to one-third of the! 
total cultivable area, which means a substan-i 
tial reduction. It is clearly the intention of 
the Government, in view of the collapse of 
the cotton market, to try to put Egypt’s food 
supply upon a less precarious basis for the 
future. 
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HILALY PASHA’S 
INITIATIVE 


TESTING SUDANESE 
OPINION 

From Our Own Correspondent 
CAIRO, May 19 

Reports from Khartoum that Mahdi 
Pasha is to send a delegation to Cairo for 
conversations with the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment are not yet officially confirmed here, 
but such contacts are generally regarded 
here as an encouraging initiative by Hilaly 
Pasha to break through the impasse at 
which the Anglo-Egyptian conversations 
have arrived. 

The issue between the parties is recognition 
of King Farouk’s title during the period before 
the Sudanese exercise self-determination. The 
British attitude makes the Sudanese the 
arbiters. The British Government are willing, 
it has been' reported—given some assurances 
by Egypt—to consult with Sudanese leaders 
with a view to discovering whether a solution 
is possible that can be reconciled with Britain’s 
interpretation of its pledges to the Sudanese. 
For Hilaly Pasha to decide to approach 
Sudanese leaders directly would, however, be 
more in accordance with the Egyptian view 
that the future of Egyptian-Sudanese relations 
should be settled by the two countries without 
the intervention of the British. 

LEGACY OF THE WAFD 

That apart, as responsible circles here 
realize, the future of Egypt’s interests in the 
Sudan have been gravely prejudiced by the 
failure of successive Egyptian Governments 
to maintain contact with all sections of 
Sudanese opinion. The Ashigga party, who 
were pensioners of the Wafd, have been 
allowed to make a noise in Egypt far out of 
proportion to their importance in the Sudan. 
It is hooed here that it is not too late to 
repair the damage done by the Wafd’s dicta¬ 
torial constitution-making and to eliminate 
opposition in the Sudan to some form of 
unity of the Nile valley which is to the advan¬ 
tage of both countries. It is for Egypt to 
convince the Sudanese that acceptance of the 
crown of Egypt need not impair their full 
freedom of self-government, but that by re¬ 
moving the dynastic quarrel from internal 
Sudanese politics it might contribute to the 
stability of a self-governing Sudan, in which 
Egypt, owing to her dependence on the Nilej 
for her existence, is vitally interested. 

It is difficult to make out just what stage 
Egyptian-Sudanese contacts have reached. 
Yehia Bey Nur, the Egyptian Government’s 
economic expert in the Sudan, is said to be on 
his way here from Khartoum after having 
talked with Mahdi Pasha, whose sect embraces 
the larger part of the Independence Party, and 
Mirghany Pasha, head of the Khatmia sect to 
which most members of the formerly pro- 
Egyptian National Front belong. Presumably 
on the basis of his repeat, Hilaly Pasha will 
decide whether and to whom invitations will 
be issued to a conference with the Egyptian 
Government. Mahdi Pasha is said to be willing 
to send a delegation but not to attend person¬ 
ally. Mirghany Pasha is reported as saying 
that it is not bis practice to interfere in politics. 
Doubtless it will be found difficult to choose a 
representative delegation and also possibly to 
agree on subjects for discussion. It is specu¬ 
lated that Hilaly Pasha is hoping to be able to 
announce his conference with the Sudanese 
before or at the same time as he rejects the pro¬ 
posals offered by the British Government as a 
basts for negotiation. 
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THE SUDAN IN TRANSITION 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,—All those interested in the future of 
the Sudan will be grateful to you for your 
two most illuminating and understanding 
articles “ Sudan in Transition.” Your Special 
Correspondent, however, states that “ the 
Umma Party, which has for so long co¬ 
operated with the Sudan Government in the 
development of self-governing institutions, is 
silent on its ultimate aims.” When I was in 
the Sudan two months ago, I was informed 
on the highest authority that the programme 
of the Umma Party was as follows: (1) self- 
government in 1952; (2) self-determination not 
later than 1953; (3) monarchy or republic 
according to the wishes of the Sudanese ; (4) 
foreign relations (e.g.. Dominion status, 
alliance with Egypt and/or the Arab League, 
and/or treaties with other foreign Powers), 
according to the wishes of the Sudanese; 
(5) a new Nile waters agreement with 
Egypt, under the supervision of the United 
Nations. 

I believe that this programme was published 
in the local Arabic papers in Khartoum. In 
conclusion, I should like to endorse most 
cordially your Special Correspondent’s final 
sentence: 4 ‘ The future may well show that 
exactly the right time for the transfer of 
political power to Sudanese hands is now.” 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

N. R. UDAL. 

The Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W.L 
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EGYPTIAN WAR RATE 

LOWERED 

The rate quoted in the British marine insur¬ 
ance market for covering goods to, from, or 
trans-shipping in, Egypt against the risks of 
war, strikes, riots, and civil commotion, with 
certain exceptions, was reduced yesterday from 
5s. per £100 to 2s. 6d. per £100. Higher rates 
are still quoted from China to Egypt and for 
other specified voyages. 

The war risks rating committee also reduced from 
2s. 6d. r>er £100 to Is. 6d. per £100 the rate covering 
goods dispatched from Alexandria until they are on board 
a ship loading there and. likewise, the rate covering 
merchandise from an oversea vessel at Alexandria until 
it is delivered at a final warehouse at the port. 
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LEAVE CAMPS IN 
CYPRUS 


SERVICE MEN’S HOLIDAYS 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN 

CYPRUS 

From now on throughout the summer, 
two holiday camps in Cyprus will provide 
rest and recreation for some of the 
service men (and their families) who for 
many months have been confined to the 
canal zone in Egypt. 

One camp, the Golden Sands Leave Camp, 
is near Famagusta, on the eastern shore of the 
island, and the other, the Pine Tree Camp, is 
on the wooded slopes of Mount Olympus, the 
main mountain of Cyprus, at a height of 
5,700ft. above sea level. A third camp will be 
for the coloured Mauritian troops who are 
now serving in the Middle East as pioneers. 

The two main camps were in operation last 
year, but they assume special interest now 
because of the situation that has persisted in 
Egypt throughout the winter. The camps are 
run by Naafi, and the charges vary from about 
15s. a day for officers, wives, and children over 
14, to 11 s. 6d. a day for other ranks, wives, and 
children. 
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AMR PASHA SEES 
MR. EDEN 


EGYPTIAN REPLY 


COUNTER-PROPOSALS 

MADE 


From Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

The Egyptian Ambassador in London, 
Amr Pasha, called on Mr. Eden at the 
Foreign Office yesterday to convey the 
Egyptian Government’s oral reply to the 
British Government's proposals of May 4. 

The conversation lasted three-quarters of an 
hour, during which the Ambassador put for¬ 
ward certain counter-proposals on behalf of 
his Government. These counter-proposals will 
be under study at the Foreign Office during 
Mr. Eden's absence on the Continent. It is 
expected that he will meet Amr Pasha again 
! on his return next week. 

Meanwhile, the news that Sayed Sir Abdel 
Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, leader of the Ansar 
sect and of a large proportion of those 
Sudanese who favour independence as 
opposed to union with Egypt, has consented 
to send a delegation to Cairo is regarded 
as u . u 11 encoura ging and constructive step 
which may serve to remove misunderstandings 
between Cairo and the Sudanese. 
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HILALY PASHA’S AIMS 


RESTATEMENT OF CAIRO 
POLICY 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 20 

Hassouna Pasha, Foreign Minister, 
returned to Cairo from Alexandria to-day 
and received in succession Sir Ralph 
Stevenson, the British Ambassador, and 
Mr. Caffery, the American Ambassador. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman is quoted as 
sayitlg that Hassouna Pasha informed the 
British Ambassador of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment’s reply to the message from Mr. Eden 
of May 3, which had been communicated 
to-day by Amr Pasha to the Foreign Secretary 
m London. This message is understood to 
refer to the terms of the statement on the Sudan 
which the British Government is ready to 
make in advance of the negotiations. These are 
generally believed to have indicated the British 
Government’s readiness to accept whatever 
status for the Sudan may be chosen by the 
Sudanese people in the free exercise of the 
! right of self-determination—which Egypt 
accepts as well as the United Kingdom—but 
also to have made it clear that the British 
Government could not immediately recognize 
the King of Egypt as King of the Sudan. 

1 It is no secret that the terms of the state¬ 
ment suggested by the British Government were 
not acceptable to Hilaly Pasha. Official circles 
decline to comment on the terms of the 
Egyptian reply, but, according to unofficial 
reports, it rejects the British suggestions as 
failing to meet the fundamentals of Egyptian 
policy. These are restated, and it is reported 
that the British Government have been in¬ 
formed of Egyptian readiness to resume con¬ 
versations when the British Government agree 
to issue a statement that concedes both the 
principle of evacuation and the unity of the 
Nile Valley under the Egyptian Crown. 

Whether or not this version is right, it is 
more or less in accordance with what most 
diplomatic circles here have expected. If it is 
correct, it would indicate that Egypt is not 
cutting off the conversations, but intimating 
readiness to receive a better offer. A copy or 
the reply was handed to the American 
Ambassador. 

King Farouk has conferred the title of Pasha 
on four members of Hilaly Pasha’s Cabinet. 
They are Dr. Motaal, Minister of Finance; 
Mortada el Maraghy, Minister of the Interior 
and War and Marine ; Farid Zalouk, Minister 
of Propaganda ; and Seif Rady, Minister of 

Social Affairs. 
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XJ.S. OFFICIAL’S VISIT 
TO KHARTOUM 


TALKS WITH SUDANESE 

LEADERS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KHARTOUM, May 20 

American interest in the Anglo- 
Egyptian dispute is emphasized by the 
arrival in Khartoum yesterday of Mr. 
H. B, Hoskins, head of the Middle East 
section of the American State Depart¬ 
ment. He is flying to Cairo to-day after 
talks with Sudanese political and religious 
leaders. 

Mr. Hoskins is understood to have tried 
to persuade the Sudanese leaders to support 
the Egyptian demand for Egyptian sovereignty. 
The pro-independence leaders told him that 
this was unacceptable. They argued that Mr. 
Eden had promised full self-government by 
| the end of this year and that the resultant 
Sudanese Parliament would be the only organi¬ 
zation capable of representing Sudanese views. 
When Mr. Hoskins said that the Ashigga 
Party, which supports the unity of the Nile 
Valley, had a majority in the towns and 
dominated the town councils the independence 
leaders said that this did not necessarily mean 
that the Ashigga had a countrywide majority. 
They challenged the Ashigga to take part in 
the elections for the new Parliament, If they 
secured a majority they could vote for unity. 

It is believed here that Egypt invited Sayed 
Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha to send 
a delegation to Cairo under American pressure 
and that the United States is willing to depart 
from its traditional policy of supporting 
peoples’ independence if a defence pact can 
be achieved. 

Sayed Ibrahim Ahmed Ibrahim, a member 
of the Executive Council and vice-principal 
of the University College of Khartoum, has 
been appointed the fourth member of the 
delegation to Cairo. 
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EGYPT AND THE 
SUDANESE 


AWAITING KHARTOUM 
DELEGATION 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 21 

The Press reports the arrival in Alex¬ 
andria of Yehia Nour Bey, the Egyptian 
economic expert, from Khartoum, to 
report to Hilaly Pasha on the contacts he 
made with Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi 
Pasha, who controls the Independence 
Party in the Sudan, and other leaders of 
Sudanese opinion. 

Reports from Khartoum say that the dele¬ 
gation led by Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi 
Pasha is preparing to leave for Egypt, but 
official circles here have said nothing about 
the impending visit. Unofficially it is denied 
that there is any question of an invitation^ Al 
Ahrarn explains that Sudanese can move about 
m their “own country” without invitation. 
1 he appearance given is of a spontaneous 
coming together of the leaders of two peoples 
(or sections of the same people) whose future, 
dependent on unity, is menaced by the 
separatist machinations of British imperialism. 
This popular slant permits commentators to 
revise their previous opinion of Sir Abdel 
Rahman el Mahdi Pasha so far as to acknow¬ 
ledge him as a leader of standing and in¬ 
fluence in the south.” 

NEW PHASE 

The meeting with the Sudanese delegation, 
if it takes place, is regarded as opening a new 
phase in the effort to settle the Anglo-Egyptian 
dispute. Commentators treat the evacuation 
issue as “ regulated,” but, in spite of the talk 
m London of counterproposals, doubt 
whether the communication to Mr. Eden made 
yesterday by Amr Pasha contained much to 
make a continuation of discussions on the 
Sudan profitable for the present. It seems to 
be hoped, however, that the outcome of the 
exchange of views between the Sudanese dele¬ 
gation and Hilaly Pasha might be such as to 
lead either the Egyptian or the British Gov¬ 
ernment to modify their positions on the issue 
that still separates them. 

. Some interest has been shown here recently 
in the subject of Dominion status. Observers 
here think it possible that Hilaly Pasha means 
to do his best to convince the delegation that 
the Egyptian interest in King Farouk’s title as 
King of the Sudan does not—in spite of the 
Wafd constitution—connote any desire to 
impose Egyptian government on the Sudan, 
but rather a desire for a link such as exists 
between Great Britain and Canada. 

BROTHERS’ MEETING 

Hilaly Pasha has a good Press for his initia¬ 
tive. The Wafd Al Misri says that brother 
is now to meet brother without the interfer¬ 
ence of any third party who is seeking evil. 
The credit for this happy development is given 
to Salah ed-Din Pasha, the former Foreign 
Minister, whose offer of a plebiscite is said to 
have awakened the Sudanese to the British 
design to colonize them. Should this trend 
produce the results to which Egypt is looking 
fonvard, the sons of the south will be found 
united against any foreign attempts to sow 
seeds of dissension between the sons of one 
valley and one Nile. 

Akher Laza, a newspaper close to the present 
Government, remarks more realistically that 
Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha’s party 
considers Egypt just as much a usurper as 
England. It warns Egypt that the delegates 
cannot be expected entirely to accept the 
Egyptian viewpoint. What is necessary is to 
find a field of agreement from which to con¬ 
front the common adversary. Moreover, no 
agreement should be made with Sir Abdel 
Rahman el Mahdi Pasha to the detriment of 
other important parties. Agreement with 
Mirghani Pasha is just as important as agree¬ 
ment with Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha. 
No doubt the Sudan Government will keep a 
close eye on the exchanges and try to prevent 
agreement. But, the newspaper concludes, 

the situation evolves in our favour. What is 
essential is to remain vigilant. This is an 
internal affair, with which no stranger has any¬ 
thing to do.” 
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HEADS OF MISSIONS IN 
MIDDLE EAST 


FOREIGN OFFICE 
MEETING 

ft 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Eden, the Foreign Secretary, intends 

to hold a conference of heads of British 
missions in the Middle East at the Foreign 
Offic® in the second half of June. 

Similar conferences were held in 1945 and 
1949 to review developments affecting British 
Government policy in that area, and the sum* 
moning of the British heads is now regarded 
as an established practice. 

It is hoped that British representatives will 
attend from Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, Syria, the 
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Libya, and 
Israel. Sir Rupert Hay, Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Sir Thomas Rapp, head 
of the British Middle East Office, will also be 
present, and Mr. G. Middleton, British 
Charge d’Affaires in Persia, will attend if 
circumstances permit. 
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REFUSAL OF LEAVE: 
BOY’S DEATH 

. Dobson, aged 11, whose soldier brother 
in Egypt was unable to obtain compassionate 
leave to visit him, died yesterday at Wash¬ 
ington, County Durham. Appeals had been 
made lor Lance-Corporal Leslie Dobson, aged 
-0, a military policeman in Egypt, to be 
aiiowed home to visit his young brother, who 
was dying from a rare blood disease.’ Mr. 
Head, Secretary for War, said in the House 
or Commons on Thursday that compassionate 
leave was granted in the case of death, immi- 
ne !jt death, or dangerous illness of a wife, 

child, parent, or other recognized next-of-kin, 

but this case lay outside the scope of the 

scheme. 
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EGYPTIAN POLICY 
REAFFIRMED 


KING FAROUK’S BROADCAST 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 25 

King Farouk, broadcasting to-day on 
the occasion of the opening of the Muslim 
fast of Ramadan, emphasized the firm 
determination of Egypt to realize its 
national aspirations, behind which, he 
said, the throne, the nation, and the 
Government were united. 

The King, whose message was addressed to 
the “ Sons of the Valley,” said that Egypt 
would remain faithful to the policy of liberty 
and unity. Their country had achieved a 
political maturity equal to that of other nations. 
She declined to be subjected to any restriction 
which affected her independence or limited her 
sovereignty. Any policy which did not give 
full support to Egypt’s claims was vain and 
sterile. 

“ Procrastination can serve only to bring 
about complications and engender hostility,” 
said the King. “ Confidence once shattered 
is not easily restored. We hope, however, that 
right and justice will triumph. World peace 
is one and indivisible. We have faith in that 
and we work to safeguard it. Our cause is an 
integral part of it and will be a decisive test 
for those who have assumed the responsibility 
of leading the nations.” 

The effect of the message is to identify the 
King with criticisms heard in political quarters 
of the British attitude throughout the recent 
Anglo-Egyptian conversations and the threats 
that should these—now at “ half deadlock ” 
as it is said—come to nothing, neither the 
present nor any future Egyptian Government 
will negotiate with the British. 
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The Chelsea Flower Show enters on its whatever guarantees and safeguards they 
last day to-day. Our Horticultural think necessary—to King Farouk being 
Correspondent comments on the skill recognized as King of the Sudan 
I 'Si™. '? tlme ,he development of during the brief time that still separates 
dmerent flowers so that they are in them from full self-determination, no 


:n needed, (p. 3) 

ted pottery is to be released 
ne market and price control 
noved shortly, (p. 6) 


is to be removed shortly, (p. 6) lies in the hands of the relatively inexperi- 

pr»r iTire enced P atriols in Khartoum, and British 

ruuuu policy will need all its resources of skill 

In the House of Lords yesterday Lord and imagination if a way forward is to be 
Reith initiated a debate on broadcasting found, 
policy, (p. 4) 


In the House of Commons the Finance Korean Prisoners 

Bill was again considered in Committee. General Clark, the Supreme Com- 
_________ minder of the United Nations Forces in 

Korea, has ordered an inquiry into the 

EGYPT AND THE SUDAN de P |orab L e events on K °i e Isla “ d where 

The r- . t. severd Chinese and Korean prisoners 

The Egyptian Government has were killed and many wounded by their 
answered the British proposals for guards. He is also taking steps to restore 
settling Anglo-Egyptian differences that much-needed discipline in all the prisoner- 
were put forward after the London (fis- of-war camps—steps which have already 
cussions last month by fresh suggestions led to further violence. Until the report 
of its own. It may be assumed that they I s published and order has been restored 
deal mainly with the Sudan. Good he wrong to pass judgment, but 

progress had already been made towards f°* dd ^ se 

an understanding on the future of the ordinary affair offte KoreLTpri^nera 8 ' 

canal base and on the part that Egypt In refusing to repatriate those Chinese 

could take in Middle Eastern defence. and Korean prisoners who do not wish to 
The London proposals, to which the new rcturn to lh 'ir own countries the United 
Egyptian suggestions are a reply, were an Natl0 . ns Command took a grave and un¬ 
effort to find an aomed h>4 r« j: ' precedented decision. Custom and mter- 
; . .. - * ... r ds " national law both require nations to return 

cuss ons on the Sudan like that reached their prisoners of war when hostilities have 
on the other two points before formal ceased, and as recently as 1949 the British! 
negotiations begin. and American Governments were anxious 1 

The British Government, with the that this obligation should be written into! 
powerful support of British opinion, have toe Geneva Convention so that Russia 
made it clear that they cannot accept the would have no possible excuse to keep her 
Egyptian demand for the recognition of German and Japanese prisoners in the 
King Farouk as King of the Sudan unless Sov >' e t Union. This convention, which is 
toe Sudanese people agree. From this it n ot legally binding on this country, can and 
follows that the Sudanese must be con- must be ignored if a still higher principle 
suited first Just before the new Egyptian of law or humanity makes it necessary,! 
suggestions were communicated to Britain but it is important that the United Nations! 
the Egyptian Prime Minister invited should be clear exactly what that principle! 
;Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi * a - It cannot be that all prisoners have a 
I Pasha, leader of the Ansar sect, which r '8bt to choose where they would like to 
is the backbone of the Umma Party, live. After the last war, for instance, 

! *o send a delegation to Egypt to ma °y German prisoners would have pre¬ 


explain the views of those who fe rred to go to the United States, but no 
claim independence for the Sudan. suggested that this gave them a right 
The invitation has been accepted. It lo emigrate. The only principle which 
seems that Hilaly Pasha has come to could justify the United Nations policy is 
realize that the Ashigga Party—financed toe right of asylum, the right of those 
from Cairo—is not representative of threatened by death or persecution in their 
Sudanese opinion, and he wants to register own country to seek refuge in another, 
a claim for Egypt’s right to explore this It was in the belief that-this principle was 
opinion for herself without British mediae at stake that most people supported—and 
tion and to reach agreement with it if still support— General Ridoway's stand, 
she can. But this initiative may also show Unfortunately the chaos in the prisoner- 
toe beginning of Egyptian awareness that of-war camps and the incompetence of 
Britain's pledges to the Sudanese people “me of the American officers in charge 
do in fact limit this country’s freedom to of them has inevitably thrown doubt on 
recognize King Farouk’s title. toe efficiency with which the prisoners 

The recent past has provided many were ‘•screened” in order to find out 
reasons for lack of confidence in Egyptian whether or _ not they were willing to 
policies and intentions and every reason return. It is difficult to believe that 
for making sure that the Sudanese people a *‘ °f toe 60,000 odd prisoners who 
shall not be the losers by any arrange- refused repatriation are really in danger 
ment; but the Egyptian case has to be of persecution if they go back. They are 
.examined and understood. There is a P ot ’ like some of the Ukrainian prisoners 
deep-rooted feeling among Egyptians that m Europe after the last war, traitors who 
Kino Farouk’s assumption of the king- fought against their country. (The Chinese 
ship of the Sudan last year was a perfectly prisoners, it is true, may include some 
legitimate expression, involving no change former Kuomintang soldiers who would 
of status, of Egypt’s vital interest in that be in very real danger.) It seems prob- 
country. Egypt is linked to the Sudan by able that at least some of these men 
close political and economic ties which refused to go back simply because they 
have for some time been threatened, thought they would have more food or 
the Egyptians claim, by British policy ao easier life if they remained with the 
in the Sudan. As they see it, Americans or because they thought the 
Britain—after excluding Egypt from all United Nations was the winning side. This 
share in the administration of the Sudan do 's not mean that those who genuinely 
since 1924—has gradually turned the f car persecution should be forced to go 
country into a kind of British colony, and back against their will, for that would be 
is fortifying her position by an alliance repugnant to all principles of humanity, 
with the Mahdist traditionalists who have ^ d °es suggest that the screening should 
always been Egypt’s enemies. The pro- be done again more carefully by an 
spect that the Sudan may attain self- 1 impartial commission, 
government and exercise self-determina- If the Communists insist that all 


tion under the leadership of a party hostile prisone 
to Egypt is regarded with added gravity retume 
because of the importance of the Nile be pos 
waters to Egypt’s national existence. So gained, 
the recognition of Kino Farouk’s title to that th. 
the kingship of the Sudan is demanded more f 
as an indispensable pledge of British if they 
willingness to recognize that the Egyp- fair. 1 
tians, as partners in the Anglo-Egyptian already 
condominium, have a deep concern in the interna 
future of the Sudan. teams- 

On political grounds the Egyptian case sides ” 


prisoners without exception must be 
returned, then of course no progress will 
be possible and nothing will have been 
gained. There is still a chance, however, 


fair. The United Nations Command has 
already offered to allow "any suitable 
international body or joint Red Cross 
teams- together with observers from both 
sides " to go through the whole process 


is no less clear-cut With the support of again “ following an armistice.” It should 
King Farouk. Hilaly Pasha is trying to propose that this be done now or at least 
build up a strong and reliable Admini- as soon as order is restored intheprisoners' 
stration. His chances of carrying through camps. The Communists agreed to the 
the purification of official and political original screening—though they were no 
life needed if Egypt is to overcome her doubt taken aback at the result They 
serious financial and social disorders have since accepted the proposal of a 
depend largely on his ability to neutral commission to supervise the terms 
obtain by agreement with Britain the of the armistice. It is not wholly impos- 
two national aspirations ” which sible that they might agree to a new 
Egyptians of all shades of political screening of the prisoners by an impartial 
opinion demand—the evacuation of commission when they have squeezed 
British troops from the canal zone and the last drop of propaganda from 
tiie unity of the Nile valley.” If he the affair. There seems no reason 
fads to obtain these he will be under why they should not be allowed to 
great pressure to “ resume the national help in drafting the questions to be 
struggle at the risk of sacrificing his put to the prisoners or even to appoint 
plans of reform and plunging the country representatives to address them. If, after 
again into the disorder to which all this, the same number of prisoners 
Wafdist leadership brought it refused to return and the Communists 

This country, no less, faces a dilemma, refused to sign an armistice, the United 
As formerly in Palestine, so now in the Nations would at least have the satisfac- 
Sudan, Britain is compelled to seek to tion of having established a principle 
honour equally engagements which are worth fighting for. 

proving to be incompatible. The British i— ...: 

.position in the Sudan, though partly r ,. _ . 

derived from conquest, has from Cowardly Crime 

■ *** , fi ?. been juridically one of The Government was wise to make a 

; “Sf «b- •"“f “» 

culties with Egyptian nationalism and mou to ot the Postmaster-General, 
Egypt’s own mistakes, led Britain step by about th e mail van robbery with violence 
step into the position of being the sole because, on the evidence so far available, 
effective trustee for the Sudanese people the good narne of the Post Office is under 
while they remain in tutelage. As a cloud. Lord De La Warr, while ex- 
of ^Sudanese "SLh® *1 Posing himself satisfied that all normal 

insists 

the S Sudancse h Monte tempered with and that, in the light of 

ranno? draw lack cannot now he What h P h , i JP,P ened - "“ rtain additional 
„,?, h ,?_• eemtot now be precautions have already been put into 

St C Ss bigM***”YfJV 

SSaSS’SAS. Sad m S- *4“ i*-?* 1 ?- " • 


‘aSiI 0 f !i ends ^ nd 8 b - had been robbed, in muttering raid/ of 
°PP? sed , f °r bis- i oss must, as Lord De La Warr frankly 

have subordinated Khartoum to Cairo, if (W new and nermaneni 

gffteX tss ft atittiSja? 


The mam hope now must be that the were to include, as has widely fitSSfl 
^’’“2 af,er hearing the dally been suggested, the aming of tb 

lm ‘ £f ndencc par,y to*' escorts to thesTvans, then a danler con 
about^EevnfirirMntA ! ? rea f ur “| monly met with in the streets of sorr 
ab °“‘f sy P“ aa >. n <entions towards their f ore ign cities would be introduced int 
s«K'th^SnL m ^L ypt ar ?. c ,°”to8 to Britain, and citizens going about on the 
Sudanese have rights of self- lawful occasions would run the risk 
determination. Unless the Sudanese being shot by their own . side or hv i 


oeierminauon. Unless the Sudanese^ being shot by their o 
leaders can be persuaded of the advan- criminals. A merciful 
tages 'he Sudan, as well as to fire has, hitherto, been 


tages to the Sudan, as well 
the whole Middle East, 
Anglo-Egyptian understanding ai 
withdraw their natural objection 


,o nowadays than it used to be by criminals. 
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SUDAN DELEGATION 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

j KHARTOUM, May 25 

Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha’s 
delegation to Egypt is expected to leave 
Khartoum by air on Tuesday. It is under¬ 
stood that Mahdi Pasha, in accepting the 
invitation from HUaly Pasha, made some sug¬ 
gestions for a basis for discussion and that a 
reply from Hilaly Pasha is now awaited. The 
delegation has been strengthened by the addi¬ 
tion of Sayed Babu Nimr, who is a member 
of the Legislative Assembly and the Nazir of 
the- Messaria tribe in Kordofan. 

Abdulla Bey Khalil, secretary-general of 
the Umma Party, stated yesterday mat he had 
told Mr. H. B. Hoskins, head of the Middle 
Eastern section of the American State Depart¬ 
ment, who visited Khartoum last week and 

tried to persuade independence leaders to 
accept nominal Egyptian sovereignty, that the 
western Powers would do better to support 
Sudanese rights. An independent Sudan 
would be willing to join a Middle East defence 
pact, he said. 
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RESTRICTIONS ON ROAD 
HAULAGE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—I musi confess that I find Lord 
Hinchingbrooke’s reasoning almost as diffi¬ 
cult to follow as the White Paper itself. He 
asserts that the road hauler, to whose case 
l drew attention in your issue of May 22, will 
find his difficulties solved by paragraph 9 
which declares that “ . . . provision will be 
made for greater latitude for the granting of 
new licences under the Road and Rail Traffic 
Act, 1933, where need for fuller or more con¬ 
venient service is shown.” 

What earthly use is this ? Under the White 
Paper proposals existing licences will still be 
subject to the 25-mile limit until “ eventually ” 
such limit is removed from all vehicles. For 
the time being, therefore, a road hauler who is 
not in a position to acquire a denationalized 
“ unit ” will, as 1 pointed out in my last letter, 
be at a hopeless disadvantage. His existing 
vehicles will be confined to a radius of 25 
miles. If he wants a new licence he will have 
to satisfy somebody—presumably the licensing 
authority under the 1933 Act—that there is 
need for a fuller and more convenient service. 
Neither of these restrictions will apply to the 
newcomer who has purchased denationalized 
vehicles and who, under the White Paper pro¬ 
posals, will be able to obtain A licences as a 
matter of right and operate over as wide an 
area as he pleases. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

DINGLE FOOT. 

2, Paper Buildings, Temple, E.C.4. 


THE NILE WATERS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,—In your recent articles and correspond¬ 
ence on Egypt and the Sudan, Sir Harold 
MacMichael pointed out that international 
guarantees of Egypt’s rights to the use of Nile 
water are of prime importance in any settle¬ 
ment of present difficulties. It is satisfying to 
see this theme developed in subsequent 
correspondence, and particularly to have the 
facts correctly restated by Mr. W. N. Allan 
on May 10. My purpose is to emphasize that 
not only in Egypt but in several of the other 
eight countries with which she shares the Nile 
catchment, there are men at work on problems 


of the Nile basin from a number of points of 
view. Much of their activity is connected with 
the series of vast engineering works known 
collectively as the Equatorial Nile Project and 
its economic and social implications. The 
Owen Falls dam, at the outflow of Lake 
Victoria, is the first part of the project as* a 
whole, but by no means the largest component. 

The series of discussions between technical 
representatives of Egypt, Uganda, and the 
Sudan, involving also Kenya and Tanga¬ 
nyika, which led up to decisions on the Owen 
Falls dam, showed that the differing interests 
could be reconciled in this case, and no doubt 
they could be solved concerning the other 
components when the political climate is more 
favourable. There is no doubt that a recog¬ 
nized forum for such discussions would help 
decisions by the countries directly concerned, 
and to this end some form of Nile Board has 
been suggested in many reports over a period 
of years before a formal international autho¬ 
rity was proposed by Britain to Egypt in 
October of last year. 

Much has changed since the Nile Waters 
Agreement of 1929, which took the form of 
an exchange of Notes between Lord Llovd, 
then British High Commissioner in Cairo, and 
Mahmoud Pasha, then Prime Minister of 
Egypt, at a time when the needs of the Sudan, 
British East Africa, the Belgian Congo, and 
Ethiopia were less definable than they are to¬ 
day. Clearly there is no suggestion of any 
change in the recognition of Egypt’s natural 
and historic rights in Nile water, but our 
Egyptian colleagues must surely reciprocate by 
recognizing that, in addition to the 20 million 
people in Egypt and seven or so million in the 
Sudan, there are some 10 million other people 
with whom the Nile Valley as a whole is 
shared. Many groups of these people are to¬ 
day doubling their numbers about every 50 
years, as the Egyptians have done at a remark¬ 
ably steady rate since Mohamed Ali initiated 
the modem era of Nile control in the early 
part of last century. 

Political events have given an opportunity 
for bringing the Nile Waters Agreement up 
to date and bringing into it other Powers 
which own parts of the catchment; but in 
the interests of all the people of the Nile it 
would seem desirable in any new agreement, 
as in the original one, to separate clear-cut 
economic questions of Nile control from con¬ 
tentious political issues concerning the status 
of the Sudan. Yours, &c., 


P.O 


E. B. WORTHINGTON. 
. Box 21, Kikuyu, Kenya. 
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STRIKE RISKS IN EGYPT 

The rate of premium for covering goods in 
Egypt against the risks of loss or "damage 

through strikes, riots and civil commotion, 
in connexion with an ocean voyage, is now 
reduced by the war risk rating committee in 
the British marine insurance market from 
7s. 6d. to 5s. per £100. The same rate is 
also quoted if the cover desired is confined 
to land transit or includes land transit in 
conjunction with a voyage. 

The surcharge for covering goods insured 
for oversea or coastal voyages and involving 
interior transit beyond the limits of the ports 
is also lowered from 7s. 6d. to 5s. per £100. 

A week ago the rate for insuring zoods to. from or 
trans-shinping m Egypt against the risks of war. strikes, 
riots, and civil commotion was reduced from to 2s 6d 
per £100. 
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SUDAN DELEGATION 
IN CAIRO 


TALKS ON RELATIONS 
WITH EGYPT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 27 

Mahdi Pasha's delegation, led by his 
nephew, Abdullah al Fatel, arrived in 
Cairo from Khartoum to-day in an air¬ 
craft placed at its disposal by the Egyptian 
Government. The delegates are going to 
Alexandria on Thursday to begin con¬ 
versations with Hilaly Pasha on future 
relations between Egypt and the Sudan. 

The delegation was met at the airport by 
the Governor of Cairo and a representative 
of the Prime Minister. It has been warmly 
welcomed by the newspapers, which, although 
recognizing that the members represent a 
“ separatist ” element in “ the south." hope 
for an understanding based on common 
interest in obtaining evacuation of the British 
from both parts of the Nile valley. 

Having regard to the aims of so-called 
British imperialism, the Sudanese, according 
to Egyptian newspapers, can hope to enjoy 
independence only in unity with Egypt. The 
question of the form of unity is left open, 
however, and it is noted that Hassouna Pasha, 
the Foreign Minister, is quoted as having said 
in an interview with an American journalist 
that Egypt’s aims are common policies on 
water supply and economics. 

Up to that point, Hilaly Pasha is likely to 
find the Sudanese a sympathetic audience. In 
so far as it can speak for the Sudati the dele¬ 
gation, it is understood, is ready to give the 
fullest assurances that the 1929 water agree¬ 
ment will be honoured, and to accept inter¬ 
national supervision for that and any agree¬ 
ment that may be reached between the Sudan 
and Egypt for additional water supplies. Fail¬ 
ing agreement on additional supplies, the 
members are prepared to accept international 
arbitration. They argue that water supplies 
form an essential part of relations between the 
Sudan and Egypt, and that for this alone there 
should be an amicable understanding between 
the two peopjes. 

Meanwhile, however, there is the awkward 
question of unity under the Egyptian crown. 
The Egyptian Government, like the British, is 
assumed to be ready to accept any status for 
the Sudan which the Sudanese may choose in 
the exercise of self-determination. The differ¬ 
ence between the British and Egyptian Govern¬ 
ments is that the former refuse to recognize 
the King of Egypt as King of the Sudan 
during the interim period without the consent 
of the Sudanese leaders. The delegation hopes 
that Egypt will approach this problem in a 
spirit of compromise. 
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EGYPTIAN TRADE PACT 
WITH BONN 

I - _ 

| 

£E25m. WORTH OF COTTON 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, May 29 

An agreement signed here yesterday between 
Egypt and west Germany provides for 
exchanges of goods to the value of 
£E2$.500,000 in the next 12 months. Dr. Hans 
Strack signed on behalf of Germany; and 
Hussein Radi Bey, Under-Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, and Galal ei-Din Abdel 
Razzak, director of the Economic Department, 
signed for Egypt. Of the total mentioned, 
£E25m. represents the countervalue of cotton. 

A clause in the agreement, inserted at the 
Germans’ request, forbids any barter between 
the two countries. The German authorities 
promise to approve credits immediately for 
the import of Egyptian cotton. Both countries 
promise to encourage the use of capital in each 
country, and the exchange value of the 
Egyptian pound is fixed at 2.87156 American 
dollars. 

Goods not included in the agreement are 
fresh and dried onions and garlic, but Germany 
is required to give permits for the import of 
onions so that all her ceeds may leave Egypt 
before May 31, 1953. It is interesting to note 
that Dr. Strack signed the document in Arabic. 

Dr. Strack said that he had had conversa¬ 
tions here with representatives of Ethiopia, 
Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan, and hoped 
to complete trade agreements with those 
countries soon. 
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HILALY PAStiA AND 
THE SUDAN 


TO-DAY’S TALKS WITH 
MAHDI PASHA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, May 30 

There has been no hint from official 
quarters of the line that the Egyptian 
Prime Minister proposes to take in the 
conversations with the Sudanese delega¬ 
tion which begin to-morrow at Alexandria, 
but unofficially the idea is being canvassed 
that understanding may be sought on the 
basis of Egyptian acceptance, with suit¬ 
able amendments, of the constitution 
recently approved by the Sudan Assembly 
and of Sudanese acceptance of what is 
called the symbolic Egyptian Crown. 

Egypt would thus acknowledge the self- 
governing status of the Sudan on the basis of 
a constitution drafted, unlike the Wafd consti¬ 
tution, by the Sudanese themselves. It is 
envisaged that a prominent Sudanese—for 
example, Mahdi Pasha himself—might become 
governor-general and later viceroy. It is sug¬ 
gested that foreign relations and defence 
should be in the hands of Egypt. Should 
.Mahdi Pasha, the leader of the delegation, be 
receptive to these ideas, it is suggested that 
they might be referred to a conference of all 
the Sudanese political parties. 

It is to be presumed that this scheme leaves 
some margin for bargaining. The Sudanese 
delegates have been discreet in their public 
statements, but they have made it fairly clear 
that the question of sovereignty should in 
their view be left for decision to the Sudanese 
Parliament to be elected later this year. They 
have said nothing publicly on the question 
whether they would assent under adequate 
guarantees and safeguards to a recognition of 
King Farouk as King of the Sudan in the 
period before the self-determination of Sudan’s 
status. 

It is expected that the Khatmia, the fol¬ 
lowers of Mirghani Pasha, who are now tend¬ 
ing to support the Socialist Republican Party 
in the Sudan, will also send a delegation to 
Egypt. It is hoped here in general that as a 
result of these contacts it may be possible to 
initiate tripartite cooperation in working out 
the future of the Sudan, and that meanwhile 
progress can be made on the evacuation and 
defence issues. The view is said to be gaining 
ground among some influential Egyptians that 
the question whether or not Egypt is to be 
associated with the west should not depend 
on a question of title in the brief period that 
will elapse before the Sudanese exercise self- 
determination. 
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KING FAROUK’S GIFT TO 
“ LIBERATION ” UNITS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, June 1 

Mustapha Amin Bey, editor and proprietor 
of Ak({bar-el-Yom. tells to-day of having 
received at the height of the struggle with 
British troops in the canal zone last winter a 
telephone call from an “ anonymous reader,” 
who later turned out to be King Farouk, 
offering to make a gift to Egyptian “ libera¬ 
tion ” units. A bearer cheque for £E3,000 
signed *' Misry ” was subsequently received 
by the newspaper and the money was distri¬ 
buted among various university and other 
volunteers. Mustapha Amin Bey makes the 
disclosure by way of underlining a statement 
in King Farouk’s broadcast a week ago that 
the throne, the people, and the Government 
were united behind Egypt’s national 

aspirations. 

Alexandria, May 31.—The discussions 
between the Egyptian Government and the 
delegation from the Umma Party of the Sudan 
opened to-day. Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian 
Prime Minister, said afterwards that points of 
view were exchanged in a very encouraing 
atmosphere.— Reuter. 
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EGYPT AND THE SUDAN 


Sir,—Everyone will hope that Sir Sayed 
Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha's delegation 
to Egypt, further strengthened by the 
addition of Sayed Babu Nimr, Nazir of the 
Messeria tribe in Kordofan, will be successful 
in explaining to the Egyptian Government the 
wishes of the Sudanese about the future of the 

is universally agreed that it is of 
vital importance to both countries that Egypt 
and the Sudan should be friends; but true 
friendship depends upon love and free will, 
and cannot be forced. As Dorothy Parker 
wrote: “ Love is like quicksilver in the hand. 
Leave the fingers open and it stays in the palm. 
Clutch it and it darts away.'’ 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c., 

^ N. R. UDAL. 

The Athenaeum. Pall Mall. S.W 
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PAKISTAN’S ATTITUDE 
TO BRITAIN 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON 
EGYPTIAN PROBLEM 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KARACHI, June 2 

Sir Mohammad Zafrullah Khan, 
Foreign Minister of Pakistan, addressing 
a Press conference here to-day, said that 
the insinuation that his country had been 
unfriendly towards Britain was absolutely 
unfounded. 

Referring to Persia and Egypt, he 
remarked : “ Our sympathy with them is very 
deep, but it does not mean that on account 
of these factors, if any of these countries 
were in the wrong and we thought that they 
were in the wrong, we would nevertheless sup¬ 
port them simply because they are neighbours 
or Muslim States or Asiatic States.” 

Defining Pakistan’s position regarding 
Persia, he said: “ The Iranian Government 
were perfectly within their rights to nationalize 
the oil industry, and nobody has any right to 
object, least of all the United Kingdom, who 
have set an example during recent years of 
nationalization. 

" It has been said that nationalization 
would no doubt give rise to certain matters 
between the Persian Government and the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company which would need 
adjustment. With regard to these matters 
which would need adjustment and settlement 
we hoped that a fair, just, and equitable settle¬ 
ment would be reached between the two 
parties, that is to say, the Persian Government 
and the oil company. 

CANAL ZONE DISPUTE 

The issue in Egypt had two facets—the Suez 
Canal dispute concerning military occupation 
and the dispute over the Sudan. He repeated 
what he had told the British Foreign Secretary: 
“ Assume for the sake of argument that by 
whatever measures you take—and a great many 
measures were being taken—you succeed in 
preserving the letter of the treaty, what do 
you gain ? You gain the hostility of the 
Government and people of Egypt. The treaty 
will go, if not by any other means, by the 
afflux of time in about two to three years' 
time, but the hostility will remain. We have 
all the time urged a settlement between the 
United Kingdom and Egypt on Suez that 
would be acceptable and consistent with the 
dignity and honour of the Egyptian people, 
and which they are willing to work in a 
friendly and cooperative manner.” 

Pakistan considered that the future political 
relationship between the Sudan and Egypt 
was a matter to be settled freely between the 
Sudanese and Egypt, without any kind of 
influence or coercion from any direction. 

Of the Arab League, the Foreign Minister 
said that it was doing extremely useful work. 
He emphatically denied the allegation that 
Pakistan was claiming the leadership of “ the 
Muslim world or any other section of any 
other world.” 

Asked about the proposed conference of 

Muslim Prime Ministers, he said that the 

majority of the countries were willing to 
attend. One or two were hesitant and might 
not come. The idea of the conference was 
that they should get together for the purpose 
of devising a system of consultation on 
matters of common interest. 
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RESIDENT FOREIGNERS 
IN EGYPT 


MINISTER’S ASSURANCE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, June 3 
Maraghy Pasha, Minister of the In¬ 
terior, has issued a statement with refer¬ 
ence to the dispatch from your Corre¬ 
spondent which appeared in The Times on 
May 23 on the position of foreigners 
resident in Egypt. 

The dispatch quoted the comments of 
consular circles in Cairo that the new decree 
law governing residence visas—which had not 
at that time been published in full—was to be 
welcomed but that its intentions could not be 
fully realized unless the Egyptian Government 
at the same time suppressed law 49 of 1940 
under which the Ministry of the Interior has 
power to deport any foreign, resident without 
trial or court order. 

Maraghy Pasha points out that article 25. 
of the new decree does suppress law 49. The 
new law also defines the circumstances in 
which the Ministry has the right to expel 
foreigners, and among other guarantees pro¬ 
vides that no foreigner may be expelled before 

; his case has been examined by a committee o.f 
responsible Egyptian authorities, including 
State Councillors for the Ministries of the 
Interior and Foreign Affairs. 

Your Correspondent mentioned also con¬ 
sular complaints of foreign nationals who had 
committed technical infringements of the 
residence laws being escorted in handcuffs to 
passport offices and police stations and on 
occasion finding themselves spending a night 
in prison among common criminals. Maraghy 
Pasha states that after careful inquiry he finds 
that no instructions have been given for 
manacling foreigners who infringe the resi¬ 
dence laws, but that on the contrary * the 
regulations provide that these foreigners must 
; be treated in a fit and proper mariner. If the 
l individual cases of the kind mentioned by your 
t Correspondent had occurred it could only have 
f been because of the failure to carry out the 
■ instructions given. “ Strict orders have been 
, given to governors and mudirs,” Maraghy 
; Pasha concludes, “that the regulations must 
; be fully observed and that contraveners of the 
5 residence laws must not be detained in the 
- same places as common criminals.” 
t The Egyptian Gazette, commenting on 
s Maraghy Pasha's statement, says in effect that 
; the root of the trouble had been the gulf 
l between the good intentions of Ministers and 
I the practice of subordinate officials. The 
1 newspaper hopes that it whs now justified in 
writing about that state of affairs in the past 
tense. 
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Recent Books 


THE SUDAN QUESTION 


AN IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS 

Mekki Abbas: The Sudan Question. 

Faber and Faber. 21s. 

This addition to the series of “ Colonial 
and Comparative Studies ” edited by 
Miss Margery Perham is notable not only 
for its merits, which are outstanding, but 
also for the fact that it is the first book 
to be published in English by a Sudanese 
author. Moreover it appears at a time 
when the question with which it deals has 
come to involve both the well-being of the 
Sudanese people and the relations between 
Britain and Egypt, with all that these rela¬ 
tions imply for the peace and stability of 
the whole Middle East. 

Mr. Mekki Abbas is well qualified to explain 
the rise of the nationalist movement in the 
Sudan because he has taken a praiseworthy 
P ar t in it; but he does not allow his personal 
convictions to colour his investigation— 
scholarly, practical, and eminently impartial— 
of the factors which have built up the present 
walls of distrust between the Sudan and Egypt, 
between Egypt and Britain, and between the 
different factions in the Sudan itself. 

It is difficult to imagine a piece of honest 
research work which makes a more direct and 
useful contribution than this to the solution of 
a difficult international problem. The author 
is not content merely to set out the British. 
Egyptian, and Sudanese views sympathetically 
and without bias, explaining their justification 
but pointing out their limitations with unerr¬ 
ing candour; he uses the lessons taught by 
past misunderstanding and mistakes to show 
how all three parties can work together in the 
future. His careful reasoning leads him to 
conclude that the Sudan question can still be 
solved along the lines of the proposals put 
forward by Mr. Herbert Morrison on October 
14, 1951, which in fact went almost all the way 
to meet those suggested by Mohammed 
Salah ed Din Pasha in the previous July, but 
were laid aside when the Wafdist Government 
made its fatal decision to “ abrogate ” uni¬ 
laterally the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 
and the condominium agreements, and to pro¬ 
claim “ the unity of the Nile valley ” under the 
sovereignty of the King of Egypt. Mr. Mekki 
Abbas believes that a commission appointed 
by the United Nations should replace the more 
limited international body proposed by Mr. 
Morrison to supervise Sudanese progress to 
self-government and the subsequent process 
of self-determination. 

Those who expect to find in this book a 
eulogy of what British rule has achieved in 
the Sudan may be disappointed; but Mr. 
Mekki Abbas is only concerned with the merits 
and defects of British administration in so far 
as they are factors in the inquiry that he is con¬ 
ducting. Within these limits he is fair, and 
even generous; he exposes many of the wilder 
charges brought against British good faith by 
his own countrymen as well as by Egyptians. 
It is greatly to his credit that he has set the 
whole Sudan question, which arouses so much 
passion and prejudice in those concerned with 
it, in a clear perspective. His book is indis¬ 
pensable reading in London as well as in 
Cairo and Khartoum. 
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MURDER OF A BRITISH 
SERGEANT IN FAYID 

Fayid, June 4.—A British staff sergeant was 
stabbed and bludgeoned to death last night 
in the Egyptian open-air market near the 
Middle East Land Forces headquarters here. 
His body was found behind the market early 
to-day.— Reuter. 


AUSTRALIAN DOCKERS’ 
GRIEVANCES 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CANBERRA, June 4 
Australian waterside workers at meetings in 
all Australian ports to-day vQtedto continue 
the ban on overtime imposed on April 9. 
The decision was unanimous except at Gee^ 
long, Victoria, where there was a 75 per cent 
majority. 


TELEGRAMS IN BRIEF 

A price of 4,200 guineas was paid for a 
merino ram at the Sydney sheep sales.— Reuter. 

Iraq has recognized King Farouk as King 
of the Sudan, the Iraqi Minister to Egypt has 
informed the Egyptian Foreign Minister.— 
Reuter. 

One man was killed and four others died in 
hospital from injuries received in an explosion 
while the Norwegian tanker Gundine was 
loading fuel oil in Port of Spain harbour on 
Monday.- 

In the Council of the French Republic, 
which recently renewed half its membership, 
the retiring president, M. Monnerville, coun¬ 
cillor for French Guiana, was re-elected for 
the eighth time. 
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SECURITY PLANS FOR 
ATOMIC TESTS 


EGYPTIAN VIEWS 
ON SUDAN 



PROHIBITED AREA OF 
45-MILE RADIUS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CANBERRA, June 4 
Mr. McBride, Minister of Defence, has 
introduced in the House of Representa¬ 
tives a Bill prohibiting, entry into an area 
within 45 miles radius of Flag Island,' in 
the Montebello group in which tests of 
atomic weapons will be carried out later 
in the year. The prohibition, he explained, i 
was designed to prevent unauthorized 
persons from observing activities relating 
to the tests. 

Provision was made for scheduled fights 
over the adjacent area of the western Aus¬ 
tralian mainland, subject to certain precau-, 
tions, and for maintenance of the “ flying 
doctor ^ services. As the prohibited area! 
included Mary Anne Passage, through which a 
merchant vessel normally passed once a week, 
there would be a system enabling ships to pass 
under permit. 

. *k. e provided a penalty of seven years' 
imprisonment for trespass within the pro¬ 
hibited area, for possessing, publishing, or 


communicating information relating to any- 
tning in the area, for failure to comply 
with the conditions of an entry permit, 
or for sabotage. There would be shorter terms 
ot imprisonment for lesser offences, such as 
raiiure to return an entry permit, flying over 
tne prohibited area, or carrying a camera inside 


TALKS WITH DELEGATES 
EV ALEXANDRIA 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ALEXANDRIA, June 4 

The conversations between Mahdi 
Pasha’s delegation from the Sudan and 
Egyptian Ministers and officials are being 
pursued here with little formality, mostly 
over if tar, with which the Ramadan fast 
is broken in the evenings. 

The visitors expect to be here for about a 
week longer, and to part with their hosts on 
fnendly terms, even if they may not be able 
to see eye to eye with them on all points con- 
turning future relations between Egypt and the 
Sudan. 

The tendency here is still to treat the con- 
J r ® r saj!ons. as an anti-British operation, but 
Mahdi Pasha s spokesmen have no quarrel with 
the present course of British policy; they are 
primarily concerned to know what Egypt means 
by unity of the Nile Valley, and what concrete 
advantages it would bring to the Sudan. 

The leader of the delegation, Abdullah el 
Fadel, is quoted as saying that the Sudanese 
would consider any constitution which would 
give them more freedom than the one re¬ 
cently approved by the Legislative Assembly. 
He is said to have added that he had not found 
any Egyptian leaders who opposed indepen¬ 
dence for the Sudan. 

Egyptian newspapers comment that Egypt is 
concerned that, whatever status the Sudanese 
may choose for their country, the choice 


TTie Campania, which will be used for transporting the technical eoainment for the atomic 
weapon tests Off the north-west coast of Australia, photographed on her Lrival at Portsmouth 


POLICEMAN MURDERED 
IN MALAYAN VILLAGE 

22-HOUR CURFEW IMPOSED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

SINGAPORE, June 4 
Kampong Rapat, a village of 3,400 inhabi- 
tants, near Ipoh, has been placed under a 
22-hour curfew after the shooting last night 
of a special constable in the heart of the vil¬ 
lage. The police say that the killers were two 
Chinese, who escaped with the victim's rifle 
and a shotgun belonging to one of three 
village guards who were with him. The other 
two guards were armed only with parangs 
(long Malay knives). 

The villagers were assembled early this after¬ 
noon by the chief assistant district officer 
who, standing on the spot where the murder 
took place, told them that they would not be 
allowed out of their houses except between 
10 and 11 ajn. and 4 and 5 p.m. Even 
then they would not be allowed outside the 
perimeter wires. He told them that the 
few would remain in force until such tim 
the Government thought fit to lift it. 

. ,l n , I ^? rt h Perak yesterday a patrol of the 
1 /6th Gurkhas contacted a number of armed 
terrorists in a camp and during the ensuing 
ingagement one British officer was killed and 
one Gurkha other rank wounded. The patrol 
killed one terrorist and wounded another, who 
escaped. _ 

AUSTRIANS SENTENCED 
BY RUSSIANS 


NO FURTHER DEPORTATIONS 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

VIENNA, June 4 

As from April 1 all Austrians sentenced by 
the Russians for civil offences against the 
Soviet element are to be confined in the gaol 
at Stein, Lower Austria. The. Austrian 
Minister of Justice, Dr. Tschadek, informed! 
the Council of Ministers of this at its meeting 
to-day. 

The Soviet High Commissioner, informing! 
Dr. Tschadek of this decision, said the right 
of amnesty would be retained by the Soviet 
dement. The decision represents an import¬ 
ant change of policy by Russia, which has 
nitherto deported most of those sentenced and 
las not even informed their relatives. There 
,s no indication that the Russians intend to 
return the prisoners deponed before April 1. 
rhese are said to number more than 800. 


ACHIEVEMENTS OF O.E.E.C. 


SIR E. HALL-PATCH ON ITS 
VALUE TO EUROPE f 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

PARIS, June 4 

Sir Edmund Hall-Patch, head of the British 
delegation to the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, who is shonly to leave 
Paris to take up the post of director on the 
hoard of the rnf P i-„,I R,nt 


should be made in conditions of complete free- 
r m t OID any outside pressure—that is to say, 
after the country has enjoyed a period of self- 
government without the presence of the 
Bntish. 

. ^ Sudanese spokesman is reported as say¬ 
ing that the question of King Farouk's title 
had not arisen in the discussions so far. The 
newspaper Ak/ibar el Yom, which is in close 
touch with the Government, declares that 
Egypt, in asserting the position of the crown, 
is not attempting to compel the Sudanese to 
accept permanent unity with Egypt. Politi¬ 
cians here consider that the Sudanese would 
be tree to end_ this unity at any time, and 
thal ^ Egyptian crown cannot be imposed 
on the Sudanese people against their will. 
Egypt does not desire to interfere in Sudanese 
affairs; she wishes the inhabitants to choose 
tneir own rulers from among themselves. The 
Egyptian people do not wish to occupy posts 
m the Sudan Government, the newspaper 
states. - r 

„ K a <Ms, that they want the Sudan to be 

liberated ’ from the British because they 
believe that the independence of Egypt will 
be complete only when the British have with¬ 
drawn from the Sudan as well as from the 
canal zone. Unity with the Sudan was 
desired because it would be a source of 
strength to both countries. United, Egypt 
and the Sudan would be bound to become a 
first-class Power. 

Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambas¬ 
sador, signed the register at the roval Palace 
here to-day and took leave of Hilaly Pasha, 
the Prime Minister, before going to London 
for a conference at which British diploma-1 
lists stationed in the Middle East will meet 
the Foreign Secretary. 

BRITISH ATTITUDE 

The Ambassador is giving a garden party 
to-morrow to celebrate the Queen’s birthday, 
and he will leave for home two days later. 
His farewell conversations with Hilaly Pasha 
and Hassouna Pasha have left Anglo-Egyptian 
affairs much where they were. As seen here, 
discussions have encountered a check in 
the British Government's inability io meet 
Egyptian wishes on the question of King 
Farouks title as King of the Sudan, and 
we are now in a period of waiting. No reply 
from the British Government to Hilaly Pasha's 
last communication is expected until Mr. Eden 
.5 s w-j tV s conference with diplomatists from 
the Middle East and seen what comes out of 
Hilaly Pasha's talks with the Sudanese. 

Mahdi Pasha’s delegation is expected to have 
a conversation of a more formal and funda¬ 
mental kind with the Prime Minister to-night. 
The delegates have been impressed, it is under¬ 
stood, by the broadminded outlook of Hilaly 
Pasha and Hafiz Afifi Pasha, chief of the royal 
Cabinet, whom they have also met more than 
once. To-night the Sudanese hope to find 
themselves talking with the Egyptian leaders 
on unity in terms of the political and material 
interests of both Egyptians and Sudanese, 
rather than simply in terms of the exclusion 
of the British from the Nile Valley. 

A key factor, however, is whether the 
Egyptians feel they must insist on acceptance; 
of Egyptian sovereignty, even on a temporary 
basis. It is still the attitude of Mahdi Pasha’s! 
delegation that issues raising the question of 
sovereignly should await the coming into being 
of a self-governing or independent Sudan. 1 
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ALTERNATIVE TO SUEZ 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir, May I suggest that discussions about a 
ship canal from Aqaba to the Mediterranean 
seem rather inclined to neglect geography * 
Along any conceivable track serious geo¬ 
graphical obstacles will be met. A direct route 
from Aqaba along or near the Egypt-Israei 
frontier to R.afa or Gaza on the coast must 
cross the highlands of north-east Sinai at an 
altitude of about 1,500 feet. Alternatively, 
a canal attempting a northward route must 
first rise about 500 feet up the Wadi Araba 
before dropping 1,800 feet down to the Dead 
Sea and finally climbing 1,300 feet again to 
reach Mediterranean level. If sea-going ships 
disliked these immense descents and ascents, 
they might dislike still more the transit of a 
high-level canaL carried along the precipitous 
flanks of the hills far above the Jordan valley 
Cannot ship canals traverse high ground by 
using flights of locks ? Yes, they can—but 
only if there is water to fill the locks ; and 
where can water be found during the tong 
summer months in these arid regions *> It 
would have to be pumped up from sea level. 
Ship canals, too, need' terminal ports, and 
Aqaba is singularly unattractive in this respect. 
Indeed, there is only one route that is free 
from geographical disadvantages, and that is 
down the Gulf of Aqaba, up the Gulf ofj 
Suez, through the Suez Canal, and out into 
the Mediterranean at Port Said. If there had 
been a better route, would not de Lesseps 
have chosen it ? 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

~ t „ HERBERT ADDISON* 

56 , Richmond Hill, Richmond, Surrey, 
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TURKISH MINISTERS 
TO VISIT LONDON 


TALKS ON N.A.T.O. FORCES 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Turkish Prime Minister, Mr. 
Menderes, and Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Kopriilii, have accepted the British 
Government's invitation to visit London 
this summer. No official date for the visit 
has yet been announced, but it will pro¬ 
bably be next month. 

Although this courtesy visit of Turkey’s two 
principal Ministers is primarily intended to 
underline the close ties that unite Turkey and 
Britain, Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden will no 
doubt take the opportunity of discussing out¬ 
standing problems of common concern to the 
two countries. The prospects for a Middle 
East Command, the closely related question of 
British policy towards Egypt and the Sudan, 
the problem of how Turkish forces can best 
be integrated within the complicated com¬ 
mand structure of N.A.T.O., and the tricky 
problem of Yugoslavia’s role in Balkan 
defence planning are all difficulties the solu¬ 
tions for which might benefit from direct and 
personal discussions between British and 
Turkish leaders. 

Up to a point, the pattern of Turkish 
strategic planning, both in the broad and in 
detail, depends on whether a Middle East 
Command comes into operation. Some 15 
divisions, a truly formidable force, have been 
mentioned as Turkey’s contribution to 
N.A.T.O., but so long as the creation of a 
Middle East Command, to which Turkey is 
committed, remains uncertain it is difficult for 
Turkey to enter into definite commitments for 
their allocation. The prospects, therefore, for 
a settlement of the Anglo-Egyptian dispute, 
which is the obstacle delaying the setting up of 
such a command, are of vital interest in 
Ankara. The views and advice of Mr. 
Menderes on this subject will naturally be given 
the closest attention in London. 
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BRITISH WAR GRAVES 
IN EGYPT 


AGREEMENT SIGNED 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, June 8 

A joint statement by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment and the British Embassy has announced 
the signing at the Foreign Ministry in Alex¬ 
andria of the war graves agreement which was 
approved by the Egyptian Council of Ministers 
on November 5, 1950. The agreement is 
between the British Conjraonwealth and Egypt, 
Abdel JChalek Hassouha Pasha, the Foreign 
Minister, signed for Egypt', Sir Ralph Steven¬ 
son, the British Ambassador, for Britain. 
Canada, and New Zealand, Mr. Massey, the 
Australian Minister in Cairo, for Australia, 
and charges d’affaires for India and Pakistan. 
The charge d’affaires for South Africa will 
sign when he returns from abroad. The agree¬ 
ment is in extension of the 1937 agreement, 
which provided for the graves of the first 
world war. 

The Egyptian Government has received the 
cordial thanks of the Commonwealth countries 
for giving land for cemeteries. A new one has 
been made at Heliopolis, a suburb of Cairo, 
using stone from the Mokattam hills. 
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EGYPT AND THE 
SUDAN 


END OF TALKS 


NEED FOR PERMANENT 
COOPERATION 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, June 9 

The delegation from Sayed Sir Abdel 
Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, the Sudanese 
Independence leader, had its last meeting 
to-day with Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian 
Prime Minister, at Alexandria and will 
return in an aircraft provided by the 
Egyptian Government to Khartoum to¬ 
morrow without breaking the journey at 
Cairo, Hilaly Pasha has given the dele¬ 
gation leader, Sayed Abdulla el Fadel, a 
Note for Mahdi Pasha and there is some 
talk of a joint public statement after the 
delegation has reported to him. Express¬ 
ing the hope that good results would be 
the outcome of the mission, Abdulla Fadel 
spoke of Hilaly Pasha’s good will towards 
the Sudanese people and the favourable 
impression which the meetings had made 
on the delegates. 

Another delegate, Sayed Abdel Rahman Aly 
Taha, the Education Minister, also empha¬ 
sized the cordiality of the meetings, and there 
is no reason to doubt the sincerity of these 
statements. Perhaps the most important result 
so far is that in the stress which both sides put 
on the need for permanent cooperation between 
Egypt and the Sudan they removed the sus¬ 
picion that the Independence movement in 
Sudan is deliberately inimical to Egypt and 
even the tool of Britain’s “ imperialist policy.” 

THE KING’S TITLE 

The Independence movement in the Sudan 
has been harshly treated by the Cairo Press 
in the past and Egypt’s policy was linked with 
the partisan Ashigga movement, whose leaders 
enjoyed little influence in the Sudan and spent 
most of their time in Egypt. It was realistic 
in she first place to widen the scope of the 
dealings with the Sudan and it is thought here 
that Mortada Fasha el Maraghy, Minister of 
the Interior, who was educated partly in the 
Sudan while his late father, the Sheikh 
Maraghy, was Grand Khadi there, has had 
much to do with this realism. 

The reticence of both the delegation and the 
Government makes an estimate of the results 
for the moment speculative. The King’s title 
was left last in the discussions. Before that 
the broad line of the discussions was con¬ 
cerned with the evolution of an independent 
Sudan and the methods whereby Egypt might 
assist therewith with confidence, and the Nile 
water agreements. It is impossible for Egypt 
to abandon the King’s title to Egypt and the 
Sudan, and last week Iraq and Saudi-Arabia 
recognized it. The new Afghan ambassador 
will present his credentials thus addressed 
also. Mahdi Pasha will not recognize the title 
before the Sudan is able to express its wishes, 
but it is hoped that the delegation will be able 
to agree tentatively with Egypt on a way of 
dealing with this intractable problem for the 
moment. 
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LONDON VIEW OF 
NEGOTIATIONS 


MODERATE OPTIMISM 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDED 

Reports from Alexandria of progress 
made during the Sudanese delegation’s 
discussions with the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment have been received with satisfaction 
in London, where progress towards a 
solution of the Sudan problem has long 
been felt to lie in direct contacts between 
the Egyptians and the Sudanese. 

It is felt, however, that any judgment on 
the value of the talks would be premature at 
this stage, and must wait until the Sudan dele¬ 
gation has reported to its leader, Sayed Sir 
Abdel Rahman el Mahdi Pasha, and until he 
has made available a full account of their 
outcome. 

It seems reasonable to assume, however, 
that the Egyptians, in describing the talks as 
encouraging, believe that the Sudanese dele¬ 
gation has been persuaded to lessen its opposi¬ 
tion to recognition of King Farouk’s 
sovereignty over the Sudan. Presumably 
Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister, 
has been at great pains to reassure the 
delegation about the right of the Sudanese to 
end such recognition at the time of self-deter¬ 
mination if they so wished, and also that 
Egypt sincerely supports the Sudanese right to 
self-determination at a date no more distant 
than that promised under the new constitution. 

But even if the Egyptian Prime Minister has 
been successful in convincing the Sudanese 
delegation on these and other vexed points, it 
is by no means certain that the members ,of 
the delegation, when they return to Khartoum, 
will be able to persuade Mahdi Pasha to share 
their optimism (if optimistic they are), or that 
Mahdi Pasha would be able, for his part, to 
carry his followers with him along the paths 
of cooperation with Egypt should he decide 
to try to do so. 
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The Alexandria Talks 

The Sudanese delegation which has been 
conferring with the Egyptian PRrME 
Minister in Alexandria is flying back to 
Khartoum to-day. Ten days of conference 
have allowed thedelegates to explain 
the views of Sayed Sir Abdel Rahman el 
Mahdi Pasha, leader of the Ansar sect, 
and of the ymraa Party closely associated 
with it, on future relations between the 
Sudan and Egypt. The Umma Party is 
committed to a programme of self- 
government this year, self-determination 
next year, and the regulation of relations 
between Egypt and the Sudan by the free 
choice of the Sudanese people. There is 
an obvious discrepancy between this pro¬ 
gramme, which Britain supports because 
of her pledges to the Sudanese, and the 
Egyptian claim to the “unity of the Nile 
valley ” — with the attendant claim 
that Kino Farouk: be acknowledged 
as King of the Sudan by the Sudanese 
as well as by the rest of the world. 

What progress, if any, has been made in 
bridging the gulf between these opposing 
points of view will be known for certain 
only when the Umma Party has considered 
the report of the delegation. At all events 
the Egyptian Government has been able to 
estimate for itself the strength of the 
nationalist feeling in the Sudan; and the 
Sudanese representatives can now judge 
how far Hilaly Pasha’s Cabinet has 
abandoned the crude claim of its Wafdist 
predecessor to settle all vital Sudanese 
issues in Cairo. The hopes and fears on 
each side must have been brought into the 
open. Underlying Egyptian insistence on 
the sovereignty of Kino Farouk is the 
fear that Britain may hand over power 
in the Sudan to a party hostile to Egypt 
El Mahdi and his supporters, on their 
side, are afraid that their acceptance of 
Egypt’s claim to the “ unity of the Nile 
valley ” might rivet Egyptian control over 
them and give the Sudan Egyptian in place 
of British masters. 

The Egyptian Government, knowing 
fliat many Sudanese dislike Mahdist 
influence and favour close connexion with 
Egypt, may underestimate the strength of 
the independence movement. The obvious 
course, if it believes that El Mahdi's 
supporters are outnumbered, is to 
instruct the pro-Egyptian parties to 
contest the elections that will be held this 
summer as the final stage towards Sudanese 
self-government. Yet, no matter what 
reservations Hilaly Pasha may make in 
weighing up the delegation’s evidence, he 
must surely have discovered that the 
Sudanese independence party is not a tool 
of Britain, and that its present insistence 
that Britain must honour her pledges to 
the Sudanese people is a very real obstacle 
to British recognition of King Farouk’s 
title to the Sudan without their consent. 
In other words, British recognition of this 
title has come to depend not on Britain 
herself but on Egyptian ability to con¬ 
vince the Sudanese that they can accept 
King Farouk as their sovereign without 
prejudicing their claims to self-government 
this year and to self-determination there¬ 
after. The process will be difficult because 
mistrust of Egyptian intentions is deeply 
rooted in the Sudan, but if it could be 
carried forward it would open up a new 
chapter in relations between the two 
countries and allow Britain to come to an 
understanding with Egypt from which the 
whole Middle East would benefit. 
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MUSLIM WOMEN’S 
VOTE 


“NO AUTHORITY IN 
ISLAM ” 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, June 12 

A fetwa of the committee of the A1 
Azhar University, Cairo, has pronounced 
against women’s right to vote or sit in 
Parliament on the ground of their 
inherently unsuitable nature and on the 
authority of Islamic law. 

This religious fetwa was issued in response 
to the demand for electoral rights made by 
the feminist movement Bint el Nil and a state¬ 
ment by the distinguished Indian Muslim 
Maulana Abul Kazan Azad, who said in reply 
to the Mufti of Egypt that there was no 
authority in Islam to justify denying to women 
the rights given to men. 

The At Azhar pronouncement differentiates 
between private and public authority and gives 
women an equal right with men in regard to 
the former but declares that the latter, of 
which parliamentary life is the most important 
aspect, has by Islamic law been confined 
entirely to men. The committee says there 
is no evidence that women have ever been 
entrusted with public authority—a view of 
history which conflicts directly with that of 
Azad. who quoted cases from the time of 
Ayesha, the Prophet’s widow, to modern times, 
of women’s exercise of political and military 
leadership. 

The view of A1 Azhar is that the denial of 
rights to women is justified by women’s nature, 
which is swayed by emotions and makes them 
incompetent and of unstable judgment. Even 
the most educated woman strays from the 
path of wisdom, whereas men are balanced, 
impartial, and self-controlled. However, it is 
a duty imposed by Islam to educate woman, 
to enable her better to undet d heri 
religion, and there are some semi-pu. • tasks, 
such as teaching and nursing, for • h she 
may be competent. 

As the committee considers it unlikely that 
a Jaw will be passed granting women voting 
rights without granting them rights to sit in 
Parliament, it also condemns women's fran¬ 
chise. Voting would mean attending public 
meetings, speaking in public, and constant 
journeys, which would expose women to 
various dangers: so in, addition to the other 
objections, it is unseemly. 
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PAKISTAN RECOGNITION 
OF EGYPTIAN CLAIM 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KARACHI, June 15 

The Pakistan Government, has recognized 
King Farouk's title as Ring of Egypt and the 
Sudan, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations states. 
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EGYPT TO RESTRICT 
STERLING IMPORTS 


LICENSING ANNOUNCED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, June 16 

The Egyptian Government announces 
the introduction of an import licensing 
system for many articles from the sterling 
area or from countries with which Egypt 
has no special payments agreement. The 
measure is intended to last only until 
Egypt’s sterling position has been 
restored. 

Hitherto, all imports into Egypt from the 
sterling area have been on an open general 
licence. The practical implications of the 
restrictions for British trade with Egypt can¬ 
not yet be estimated. The articles listed as 
subject to licensing do not include woollen 
manufactures, which are the largest single item 
°f British exports to Egypt, but silk, cotton, 
and linen manufactures are on the list, as well 
as motor-cars, radio sets, refrigerators, soap, 
leather bags, glassware, and toys. About one- 
third of British exports to Egypt may be 
affected. 

Import restrictions had been expected in 
i view of reports last week that Egypt’s sterling 
balances in the free account of the National 
Bank were down to about £8m. This is a 
result mainly of stagnation in the cotton trade, 

British purchases of cotton this season up to 
now amount to only 330,000 kantars, against 
1,853,000 kantars in 1951. India has displaced 
the United Kingdom as the largest purchaser 
of Egyptian cotton, even after cutting her 
purchases, almost by half, to 445,0(X) kantars. 
In 1951' British trade with Egypt, amounted 
to about £40m. each way. 
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KING TALAL’S FREEDOM 
OF MOVEMENT 


MINISTER’S STATEMENT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, June 17 

Sayed Awmy Abdul Hady, the Jordan 
Minister in Egypt, called on Hilaly Pasha, the 
Prime Minister, at Alexandria to-day to inform 
him^ on events in connexion with the illness of 
King Talal. ; 

The Minister is quoted , as saying to news¬ 
paper men .that King Tala! is free to enter a 
sanatorium in Switzerland, remain in Europe, 
take up residence in any Arab country, or 
return to Jordan. The Minister denied the 
report that the Jordan Government would 
cease payment of the royal allowances should 
the King refuse to enter hospital. 

Reports that the Emir Naif was ambitious to 
gain the throne of Jordan were unfounded, 
said the Minister. The Jordan Government, 
had asked Emir Naif to return to Jordan 
because it was desired to spare him the tempta¬ 
tions to which he would be subjected by dis¬ 
contented elements living in the Lebanon. 
Relations between Jordan and Iraq were 
friendly. As the King’s cousin, Emir Abdul 
lllah of Iraq had the right to show deep con¬ 
cern at King Talal’s illness. 
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DR. MOUSSADEK ABSENT 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE HAGUE, June 18 

Dr. Moussadek disappointed an eager 
audience to-day by failing to appear at the 
Peace Palace to make his expected statement 
before the International Court of Justice. 
Legal arguments were presented by Professor 
Henri Rolin, who is representing Persia in 
the Anglo-Persian dispute. _ He was replying 

to the British oral case which was concluded 
yesterday. _._- 

EGYPTIAN POLICY ON 
SUEZ PASSAGE 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAIRO, June 18 

Hassouna Pasha, the Egyptian Foreign 
Minister, when asked to-day what the 
Egyptian Government’s attitude would be in 
the event of the Rose Mary seeking passage 
through the Suez Canal, replied that Egypt 
would adhere to the principle of freedom of 
navigation in the canal laid down in the 1888 
convention. 
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BRITISH DIPLOMACY 
IN MIDDLE EAST 


A LONDON CONFERENCE 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The conference of Ambassadors and 
Ministers from 11 Middle Eastern coun¬ 
tries, summoned by Mr. Eden for a four- 
day review of British policy in their area, 
opens at the old India Office in London 
this morning. The Foreign Secretary will 
preside at the opening meeting. 

It was understood at the Foreign Office yes¬ 
terday that all aspects of Middle Eastern 
affairs would be discussed, including defence 
and the question of a Middle East Command. . 
General Robertson, G.O.C., Middle East, is 
in London and there will be a joint discussion 
to-moirow between the representatives from 
the Middle East and the Chiefs of Staff on 
Middle East defence matters. 

Perhaps the most important topic will be 
the state of Anglo-Egyptian relations, and the 
attendance of Sir Ralph Stevenson, the Cairo 
Ambassador, and Sir Robert Howe, Governor- 
General of the Sudan, should assist Mr. Eden 
to decide on the next British step in the settle¬ 
ment of the Sudan question. 

It was because of the peculiar weight of 
British responsibilities in the area that Mr. 
Bevin in 1945 initiated a series of these Middle 
East conferences in London. The last con¬ 
ference, also under Mr. Beyin, was in 1949. 

The present conference will be attended by 
Mr. E. A. Chapman-Andrews (Lebanon), Sir 
Francis Evans (Israel), Mr. Geoffrey Furlonge 
(Jordan), Sir Rupert Hay (Political Resident, 
Persian Gulf), Sir Robert Howe (Governor- 
General, Sudan). Sir Knox Helm (Turkey), Sir 
Henry Knight (United Kingdom Representa¬ 
tive on United Nations Works and Relief 
Agency), Mr. George Middleton (Persia), Mr. 
W. Montagu-Pollock (Syria), Mr. George 
Pelham (Saudi Arabia), Sir Thomas Rapp 
(B.M.E.O. at Fayid), Sir Ralph Stevenson 
(Egypt), and Sir John Troutbeck (Iraq). 

It has not now been thought necessary for 
Sir Alec Kirkbride (Libya) to attend. 
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UN|lTY OF NILE 
VALLEY 


CAIRO OPTIMISM 


PREMIER’S ASSURANCE 
TO SUDANESE 

From Our Own Correspondent j 
CAIRO, June 23 j 

Reports from London that defence 
questions were prominent at Mr. Eden’s) 
conference with British diplomatists in the 
Middle East have prompted official circles: 
here to give a reminder that Egypt is un¬ 
willing to negotiate on the subject of 
regional defence until Britain has con¬ 
ceded her twin demands for the evacua¬ 
tion of troops and unity of the Nile 
Valley. 

What that means, at this stage, is that the 
United Kingdom should recognize uncon- 1 
ditionally the King of Egypt’s title as King! 
of the Sudan, and the question arises whether! 

effect of Egypt’s dealings with Sudanese' 
politicians has been to confirm or ease the 
way for an ending of the Anglo-Egyptian 
deadlock. 

HOPE FOR UNITY 

. After the talks with the Mahdi’s delegation 
m Alexandria there is remarkable optimism 
m the' Egyptian Press. Commentators envis¬ 
age me Sudanese political parties standing 
together at the side of Egypt in a unifi ed 
policy directed against the colonizing Power. 
Even official circles, which are more realistic, 
appear to believe that a majority will emerge 
in the Sudan for acceptance of the Egyptian 
crown, pending self-determination. 

The Egyptian reading of the political situa¬ 
tion m the Sudan is that if the Umma Party 
representatives, who have been most strongly 
identified with the Sudan independence move¬ 
ment, can be won over, other political interests 
in the Sudan will make no difficulty. 

The optimism here is based on the reasonable 
attitude which it is stated Hilaly Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, took in the dis¬ 
cussions _ with the Mahdi’s delegation at 
Alexandria. He made clear to them that the 
importance of the crown, in Egyptian eyes, 
was symbolic rather than practical. Egypt 
had in mind a relationship with the Sudan 
similar to that existing between the British 
Crown and Canada. There would be no 
question of the Egyptian Government taking 
part in the administration of the Sudan, or of 
the King of Egypt having the right to appoint 
or dismiss Sudanese Ministers. On the longer 
term, Egypt’s aspirations in the Sudan were 
explained as friendly relations with the 
Sudanese and a fair share of the Nile waters. 

NO INSISTENCE 

The Egyptian Government still has no news 
trom Khartoum of Mahdi Pasha’s view of 
its proposals, but it looks forward to receiving 
information soon after the Bairam festival, 
which began to-day. 

Official circles here emphasize that of course 
mere is no question of insisting upon the 
King s title against the will of the Sudanese, 
Egyptian Ministers think there is reason¬ 
able hope that in the light of the assurances 
given to Mahdi’s delegation Sudanese opinion 
will accept a joint crown. It may be also 
that Egyptian explanations to the Sudanese 
have created a situation in which the British 
Government will feel justified in using its 
influence with the Sudanese parties to make 
this concession to Egypt, with a view to pro¬ 
moting the overriding interest of all three 
parties in an effective system of defence for 
the Middle East. 

Recognition of the royal title is of substan¬ 
tial importance to Egypt. Without it her legal 
standing in affairs of the Sudan is, after 
abrogation of the condominium agreements, 
somewhat obscure. That apart, the Govern¬ 
ment, which has not any organized popular 
support, does not feel strong enough to accept 
less from the British than Sidky Pasha or 
Nahas Pasha did. A current argument in the 
Press between a “ prominent personality,” 
generally identified as the Prime Minister, and 
the Wafdist leader turns on the point which 
of them made the stiffest conditions for 
negotiation with the British. 

CASE FOR ELECTIONS 

There is talk of elections in October, the 
effect of which would be again to turn 
over to one or several political parties the 
realization of national aspirations. A case is 
made for elections on the ground that the 
British will not negotiate seriously on die 
evacuation issue except with an Egyptian 
Government representative in character. 

. There are, however, influential progressive 
circles which are urging that Egypt has little 
to gam at this stage by restoring to office 
political parties which have no programmes 
except national aspirations. What the mass 
of the people want, these circles hold, is not 
another election but a Government which will 
seriously tackle social and agrarian reform. 
Any Egyptian Government which makes a 
start with redistribution of land will it is 
argued, soon find the internal strength to 
settle international issues in accordance with 
the interests of Egypt, and it will have done 
something to remove the root cause of political 
instability m Egypt. It is announced that the 
curfew which was suspended for the period 
of Ramadan will not be reimposed. , 
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KING FAROUK’S TITLE 


SURPRISE AT RECOGNITION 
BY GREECE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ATHENS, June 23 

The Egyptian Ambassador in Athens, 
Andraus Bey, was informed to-day that the 
Greek Government has decided to provide the 
Greek Ambassador in Cairo with letters of 
credence addressed to King Farouk as King 
of Egypt and the Sudan. Mr. Stefanou, the 
Ambassador to Egypt, was recalled last Novem¬ 
ber because the Egyptian Foreign Ministry did 
not accept his letters of credence addressed 
to King Farouk as King of Egypt only. 

Greek diplomatic sources point out that 
there is no reason why Greece should not 
proceed with the recognition of King Farouk’s 
title, as Pakistan, a member of the Common¬ 
wealth, has done so. It is generally believed 
here that Greece now expects to induce Egypt 
to sign an agreement in connexion with the 
settlement of the large Greek community 
living in Egypt. 

British diplomatists describe the Greek move 
as “ entirely unexpected.” They emphasize 
that the N.A.T.O. countries agreed at Lisbon 
not to recognize King Farouk’s title without 
consulting each other. Mr. Venizelos,' the 
acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, 
had confirmed this a few days ago when, in 
denying rumours of the present move, he said 
the Greek Government could not take the 
initiative in a matter in which all N.A.T.O. 
members had agreed to pursue a uniform 
policy. __ 

LIMITED RETURN OF 
FAMILIES TO SUEZ 

The War Office and Air Ministry announced | 
last night that a limited number of Army and 
Air Force families will shortly be returning to 
married quarters within the protected areas of 
the Suez Canal zone. This does not mean that 
any general reopening of family travel to the 
Middle East is contemplated. 

Priority will be given to families who went 
to Egypt in the Empress of Australia to occupy 
public accommodation and did not disembark, 
and to families who were occupying public 
quarters in Egypt and were compulsorily 
evacuated. Second priority will go to other 
families under the normal points system of 
their service. 
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TREATY BETWEEN BURMA 
AND PAKISTAN 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT . 


c RANGOON, June 25 

Hkun Hkio, the Burmese Foreign 
Minister, ^and Sultanuddin Ahmad, the 
Pakistan Ambassador, to-day signed a five- 

Pni?;cMn aty Th fri ? nclslli P between Burma and 
Pakistan, The terms of reference include 
reciprocal arrangements to be concluded when- 
ever necessary, and any disputes to be settled 

SSdNations CharfI ““ PrmCip,eS ° f ,hb 


• . -—i. - * ^ * 

GEN. RIDGWAY’S GERMAN 
TOUR COMPLETED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

• BONN,. June 25 

General Ridgway, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander in Europe, completed his tour of 
western Germany to-day when he inspected 
troops in the United- States zone . . 

REPORT OF SOVIET NOTE TO 
EGYPT DENIED 

The Egyptian Foreign Minister yesterday 
denied that Russia had delivered a new warning 
to Egypt against participation in the proposed 
Middle East defence pact. " Absolutely un¬ 
founded,” was his comment on agency reports 
concerning the alleged Warning. Claiming 
knowledge of this warning, the newspaper Al 
Misri says it was based on reports that Egypt 
was willing to join the command if the original 
proposals were modified. Russia, says Ai 
Misri, believed that the United.States had made 
progress in persuading the Arab States to accept 
the pact. - r .: : : . 
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GREEK RECOGNITION 
OF KING FAROUK 

, SHARP COMMENT FROM 
.• LONDON 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

The Greek Government’s announce¬ 
ment of its intention to recognize King 
Farouk of Egypt as .King of the Sudan has 
clearly caused great annoyance in 
London. A sharply worded comment 
from the Foreign Office yesterday said 
that the British Government were 
“ deeply disturbed and disappointed.” The 
Greek Government has been “ left in no 
doubt of the disagreeable impression 
which would be created by the 
recognition.” 

Recognition would be in breach of an agree¬ 
ment made between the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization Powers during the Lisbon con¬ 
ference in February, when they agreed not to 
recognize the changed title claimed by Egypt, 
but to leave this question for settlement 
between Egypt and Britain. 

The Greek Government' now claims that the 
agreement was only a provisional one, and that 
in default of progress in Anglo-Egyptian 
negotiations, Greece cannot remain without an 
Ambassador in'Egypt indefinitely. There is 
certainly force in this argument, as the big 
Greek community in Egypt is no doubt eager 
for full Greek representation in Cairo at a 
time when the situation in Egypt has, to say 
the least, been none too stable. On the other 
hand the British Government can well claim 
that much assistance for Greece in past years 
entitles it to full support on such an issue as 
this. 

BRITISH VIEWS UNCHANGED 

British concern does not ' betoken'. any 
change in British views on the Sudan ques¬ 
tion. The Sudanese delegation which recently 
visited Egypt has returned to Khartoum, where 
the views expressed by Hilaly Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, are being considered 
by Sudanese representatives. It is hoped in 
London that agreement on the question of 
Kmg Farouk’s title will yet be reached 
between the Sudanese and Egyptians. While 
efforts for a friendly solution are still being 
made, it is felt in London that a change in 
the attitude of one of the N-A.^.O. Powers 
can only tend to delay a final solution. 

Greece is not the first country to recognize 
the Egyptian claim. . Pakistan did so on June 
15, but coupled the announcement with a state¬ 
ment that the recognition “ did npt involve 
any political significance, but was an act "of 
courtesy.” Belgium has also by implication 
recognized the title in accepting the credentials 
of a new Egyptian Ambassador, but this is 
hardly so positive an act of recognition as 
the appointment of an ambassador with cre¬ 
dentials in the form now required by Egypt. 
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TWO BISHOPS APPOINTED 

The Queen has approved the appointment 
of Canon Kenneth Riches, Principal of Cud- 
desdoa Theological College, vicar of Cuddes- 
don, and honorary canon of Portsmouth 
Cathedral, to the suffragan bishopric of Dor¬ 
chester in succession to the Rt. Rev. G B 
Allen, who is to resign on June 30, Canon 
Riches, who was ordained in 1932 and was for 
six years a fellow of Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, served as a chaplain in the last 
war and was director of service ordination 
candidates from 1942. He went to Cuddesdon 
in 1944. 

The Archbishop of - Canterbury has 
appointed the Ven. F. F. Johnston, Archdeacon 
m Egypt and chaplain of St. Mark with All 
Saints, Alexandria, to be Bishop in Egypt on 
the resignation on September 30 of the Rt. Rev. 
G. F. Allen. Since the first world war, in 
which he served as a chaplain, Mr. Johnston 
has been continuously in Egypt, and in 1930 
was made an honorary canon of All Saints’ 
Cathedral, Cairo. 
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A YEAR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN TURKEY 
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TRADE FIGURES 


NEW AGREEMENT BETWEEN IRAQ AND 
OIL COMPANIES 
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CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN 

EGYPT 


HUSSEIN SIRRY PASHA AS PRIME 
MINISTER 

A Cabinet crisis in Egypt at the week-end culminated in the 
resignation of Hilaly Pasha, the Prime Minister, and the formation 
of a new Government yesterday by Hussein Sirry Pasha, who was 
previously Prime Minister in 1940-42 and again in the last half of 1949. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

DELAYED 


REPORTED DISPUTE 
WITH WAFD 

From Our Correspondent 
CAIRO, June 29 (delayed) 

Hussein Sirry Pasha has been asked to 
form a new Egyptian Government Hilaly 
Pasha, the outgoing Prime Minister, pre¬ 
sented his Government’s resignation to the 
chief of the Royal Cabinet, Hafez Afifi 
Pasha, in the course of a 50-minute meet¬ 
ing yesterday. He had held office for four 
months, having succeeded on March 2 a 
short-lived Ministry headed by Ali Maher 
Pasha, which had taken over the admini¬ 
stration when the Wafd Government was 
dismissed on January 27. 

Hussein Sirry Pasha, the new Prime 
Minister-designate, has held office four 
times before, the last occasion being in 

1949, when he formed a caretaker Govern¬ 
ment after the dismissal of the Liberal- 
Saadist coalition. It was his Government 
—with his son-in-law, Mohamed Hashem 
Pasha, at the Ministry of the Interior— 
that organized the elections which brought 
the Wafd Party to power on January 5, 

1950. Two weeks ago Sirry Pasha criti¬ 
cized the continuance of martial law under 
Hilaly Pasha's Government in a statement 
whic^ called for the strengthening of 
Egypt’s economic and financial position 
and the fostering of good relations with 
countries friendly to Egypt. 

Hashem Pasha is among those who have 
already agreed to join Sirry Pasha in the 
Cabinet and, like Sirry Pasha himseif, 
would help to create confidence in elec¬ 
toral reform if elections were going to be 
held. There is considerable opposition to 
the holding of elections under the present 
electoral law, which gave the Wafd com¬ 
plete power with less than half of the 
votes. Hilaly Pasha intended modifying 
it and promised to hold elections in 
October. 


| national demands. Hilaly Pasha refused 
to name his informant 
Nahas Pasha, the Wafd leader, denied 
this statement on the same day, but in spite 
of appeals to the Prime Minister to reveal 
the name of his informant and the names 
of the Wafdists alleged to have made this 
approach, Hilaly Pasha maintained his re¬ 
fusal to speak. The resulting polemics 
culminated yesterday in the Cabinet's 
resignation. 


Alexandria, June 29 (delayed by 
censor).—The Egyptian elder statesman, 
Hussein Sirry Pasha, formed a new 
Government to-night, ending a 36-hour 
Cabinet crisis. 

Hussein Sirry Pasha stated to-night that 
he would announce the formation of his 
Cabinet to-morrow. He said it would be 
composed of Independents, each an expert 
tn his own field. 

Political commentators said that unless 
there were unforeseen developments the 
new Government would prepare the 
country for a general election in the 
autumn. In almost similar circumstances 
m the summer of 1949 Sirry Pasha paved 
the way for the last general election, which 
resulted in a sweeping victory for the 
Wafd Party. 

Although there had been persistent 
rumours of the impending resignation of 
the Hilaly Cabinet, the crisis came 
suddenly just after the end of the Bairam 
festivities. There had been polemics in 
partisan newspapers between Hilaly Pasha 
and the Wafdist leader, Nahas Pasha, 
over negotiations with Britain, Hilaly 
Pasha preferring the maintenance of 
diplomatic contact with London and 
Nahas Pasha wishing to initiate a “ libera¬ 
tion struggle.” 

AN ACCUSATION 

In the course of this controversy Hilaly 
Pasha accused the Wafd of approaching 
an unnamed foreign embassy in Cairo 
with an offer of Egyptian participation in 
the West-sponsored Middle East Defence 
Command in return for securing the dis¬ 
missal of the Hilaly Government and its 
replacement by a Wafd Government 
pledged to a more conciliatory attitude 

tlYWards 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

DELAYED 


REPORTED DISPUTE 
WITH WAFD 

From Our Correspondent 

CAIRO, June 29 (delayed) , 

Hussein Sirry Pasha has been asked to 
form a new Egyptian Government Hilaly 
Pasha, the outgoing Prime Minister, pre-j 
sen ted his Government's resignation to the’ 
chief of the Royal Cabinet, Hafez Afifi 
Pasha, in the course of a 50-minute meet¬ 
ing yesterday. He had held office for four 
months, having succeeded on March 2 a 
short-lived Ministry headed by Ali Maher 
Pasha, which had taken over the admini¬ 
stration when the Wafd Government was 
dismissed on January 27. 

Hussein Sirry Pasha, the new Prime 
Minister-designate, has held office four 
times before, the last occasion being in 

1949, when he formed a caretaker Govern¬ 
ment after the dismissal of the Liberal- 
Saadist coalition. It was his Government 
—with his son-in-law, Mohamed Hashem 
Pasha, at the Ministry of the Interior— 
that organized the elections which brought 
the Wafd Party to power on January 5, 

1950. Two weeks ago Sirry Pasha criti¬ 
cized the continuance of martial law under 
Hilaly Pasha’s Government in a statement 
which called for the strengthening of 
Egypt’s economic and financial position 
and the fostering of good relations with 
countries friendly to Egypt. 

Hashem Pasha is among those who have 
already agreed to join Sirry Pasha in the 
Cabinet and, like Sirry Pasha himself, 
would help to create confidence in elec¬ 
toral reform if elections were going to be 
held. There is considerable opposition to 
the holding of elections under the present 
electoral law, which gave the Wafd com¬ 
plete power with less than half of the 
votes. Hilaly Pasha intended modifying 
it and promised to hold ' elections in 
October. _____ 

LIKELY CANDIDATES 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Alexandria, June 29 (delayed) 

All this morning Hussein Sirry Pasha 
was receiving likely candidates at his 
home here to form the new Cabinet. 
Among those received were Mohamed 
Hashem Pasha, his son-in-law, who was a 
member of his previous Cabinet; 
Mohamed Ashmawy Pasha, his last 
Minister of Education; Neguib Ibrahim 
Pasha, the outgoing Minister of Public 
Works; and several other Ministers of the 
Hilaly Cabinet 

A Minister in Hilaly Pasha’s Cabinet 
stated that his letter of resignation 
consisted of barely 20 lines,' and was to 
the effect that he and his colleagues had 
met with several obstacles that made it 
impossible for them to carry on. Asked 
what these obstacles were, he said that 
one was interference by irresponsible 
people in Cabinet affairs. He mentioned 
the names of three highly placed per¬ 
sonages—not members of the Wafdist 
Party-—who had, he said, approached the 
American Ambassador and the Embassy 
asking them to do anything possible to : 
make the Hilaly Cabinet’s position diffi-1 
cult. He added: “We discovered this, 
but cannot continue our work in the face 
of plots behind our backs.” 

Last week Hilaly Pasha said in a state¬ 
ment that certain leading Wafdists had 
made contact with a foreign Ambassador, 
seeking his aid in getting rid of the 
Cabinet on the understanding that the 
Wafd would then be lenient over Egypt's 


national demands. Hilaly Pasha refused 
to name his informant. 

Nahas Pasha, the Wafd leader, denied 
this statement on the same day, but in spite 
of appeals to the Prime Minister to reveal 
the name of his informant and the names 
of the Wafdists alleged to have made this 
I approach, Hilaly Pasha maintained his re¬ 
fusal to speak. The restating polemics 
culminated yesterday in the Cabinet’s 
resignation. 


Alexandria, June 29 (delayed by 
censor).—The Egyptian elder statesman, 
Hussein Sirry Pasha, formed a new 
Government to-night, ending a 36-hour 
Cabinet crisis. 

Hussein Sirry Pasha stated to-night that 
he would announce the formation of his 
Cabinet to-morrow. He said it would be 
composed of Independents, each an expert 
m his own field. 

Political commentators said that unless 
there were unforeseen developments the 
new Government would prepare the 
country for a general election in the 

autumn. In almost similar circumstances 
m the summer of 1949 Sirry Pasha paved 
the way for the last general election, which 
resulted in a sweeping victory for the 
Wafd Party. 

Although there had been persistent 
rumours of the impending resignation of 
the Hilaly Cabinet, the crisis came 
j suddenly just after the end of the Bairam 
, festivities. There had been polemics in 
j partisan newspapers between Hilaly Pasha 
and the Wafdist leader, Nahas Pasha, 
over negotiations with Britain, Hilaly 
Pasha preferring the maintenance of 
diplomatic contact with London and 
; Nahas Pasha wishing to initiate a “ libera¬ 
tion struggle." 

AN ACCUSATION 

I In the course of this controversy Hilaly 
j Pasha accused the Wafd of approaching 
! an unnamed foreign embassy in Cairo 
; with an offer of Egyptian participation in 
lthe West-sponsored Middle East Defence 
Command in return for securing the dis¬ 
missal of the Hilaly Government and- its 
replacement by a Wafd Government 
pledged to a more conciliatory attitude 
! towards the Western Powers. 

The embassy referred to was generally 
| believed to be that of the United States, 
which, however, to-night issued a state- 
iment that “ the policy of the United States 
1 is not to interfere in the domestic politics 
of another country, and this policy has 
i been adhered to strictly by this embassy." 
— Reuter. 

! The first news of the change of Govern¬ 
ment in Egypt was given in a report 
broadcast by the B.B.C. in its 9 o’clock 
news bulletin last night. After that there 
was silence for some hours as a censorship 
had been imposed in Cairo and Alexandria 
on.all dispatches to foreign countries, 

Hussein Sirry Pasha, who is 60, resigned 
the Premiership when the Wafd came to 
power in January, 1950. He then became 
chief of the Royal Cabinet, but relin¬ 
quished that post a few months later on 
grounds of ill-health. His Government, 
formed in July, 1949, was a wide coalition 
and avowedly a caretaker Government, 
charged principally with the delimitation 
of constituencies and the conduct of elec¬ 
tions. Although his decisions dissatisfied 
all the parties, it wa^. recognized that the 
elections, at which the Wafd were 
victorious, had beeft conducted 
impartially. 

Sirry Pasha’s earlier period as Prime 
Minister was from November, 1940, when 
he formed a Cabinet on the death of 
Hassam Sabry Pasha, until February, 
1942, when Nahas Pasha succeeded him. 
He is an expert on irrigation, and in his 
earlier years in office took pride in being 
“ not a politician " but anxious to provide 
Egypt with great public works. He had 
been Minister of Public Works in Sabry 
Pasha's Cabinet. 
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